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FLETA D. WHITTINGTON

Fleta Dowd Whittington, 93, of
Fuquay-Varina, died Feb. 26.
Graveside services were held Feb.
28 at Rawles Baptist Church
Cemetery. :

She is survived by a daughter,
Margaret W. Lee of Fuquay-
Varina; a daughter-in-law,
Katherine Whittington of Apex; a
brother, Orren E. Dowd of Green-
ville; three grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren.
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"By DAVID LEONE . -

-Lina Dowd has lived near Apex
her entire life. . p et o
Growing up she was one of eight !
children in the Welch family in the
Olive Chapel area. Later, she

basketfulﬁofA - ex Lina Dowd works ori one of her smaller basket creations in he
. e T e p <™, home on Salem Street. (Herald photo by David Leone) * *

married Lynn Dowd and moved to ¥ P

Green Level.

Lynn passed away in 1979.

After brushing the edges of the
town for 66 years, Lina finally

sewing needle and an inch-long
metal gauge so Lina can tell when
to introduce a new pine needle to
the basket. - '

She weaves them together with
all the patience and care her old
fingers can afford — she has to
pause every so often because it
pains her back to sit in one place
too long. {

Depending on the size of the
basket, Lina also adds up to 13
black walnuts. They are sliced thin
and sewn in, and are the highlight

/ of the unique design.
1983.
m"?}‘;g? \l'.?a? ggg.:?mﬁme she took She uses a nylon upholstery
up basket weaving. = thread to band the needles together
A woman named Judy Mallow — nylon because "It’s real strong.

peaked Lina’s interest then with a
course on how to turn ordinary pine
needles into extraordinary baskets.

She has been at it ever since.

"T just enjoyed doing it, it helps
me to have something to do," Lina.
says,

Eina collects the needles that fall
to the ground outside of her home,
making sure to only pick up the
straight ones.

| #
She then takes a pot of boiling |
water and pours it over them, |

letting the needles soak for two |
hours. :

“That kind of helps to soften
them up so you can work with them .
better,” she says. [ |

Lina follows up by scraping off _

~the dark ends. Then, the pine |
ncedles are ready for sewing.

Her only tools are a wide-eyed

T. LyA4N DewDdP

mp O LznA

LOELCH

~ Lina knows thread — with three

daughters to raise, she says she was
"always making one thing or
another."

"l made my children’s clothes
when they went to school,” Lina
adds. . :

_She double stitches the thread
along the top of the basket, for
looks mainly, and reinforcement.

"You have to go from one stitch
over to another to make them
straight every time," she says.

"When making baskets, you have
to keep the white ends from
showing," she says. '

When all finished, Lina coats the
basket with a "pure orange shellac"
and letsitdry. -

"It takes about a day to make a

Tlittle one," she says, "and takes '

about a week to make the ones with g
13 nuts in them." ‘
The finished baskets decorate her ;
home. She has made them for |
family, friends, friends’ friends — "
really just about anyone. J
"I made 200 for a couple who |
were going to some kind of
meeting and wanted to give the
baskets away," Lina says, - 2. |
The hand-crafted baskets that
Lina Dowd gives away to others |
could be making her a lot of
money, thinks Carole Kish, owner
of the "Unique and Wonderful
Place" store in downtown Apex. ——

— So, Kish decided to put the

baskets in her store, with all the
proceeds of the sale going to Li'ng. ]
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807

1
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—L
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b: Bef. 1716 in Cootehill, County Cavern,

, , Ireland I<

‘ Owen Dowd

: 26 Nov 1781 in Moore County, North Carolina
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County, Delaware

b: 27 Apr 1740 in Christiana Hundred, New Castle

Samuel Greave
b: Abt. 1670 in Ireland
d: 05 Oct 1741 in New Castle CO DE

John Greave
b: 07 Aug 1706

m: 02 Aug 1733 in Chester co
d: 01 Jan 1773
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. at Center meeting.

Sarah Bezer
b: 25 Feb 1677 in Deerficld, Essex, Massachusetts
d: 15 Aug 1751

Swithin Chandler

Jane Chandler

d: 1774

b: Abt. 1715 in ,Chester, Pennsylvania
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Thomas Graves
b: in England
d: Bef. 1700 in New Castle County, DE

unknown Whitesett
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b: Abt. 1655 in England

m: Abt. 1675 in England

d: Abt. 1684 in Chichester, Chestor County, PA

Sarah Coole
b: 23 Apr 1654 in England
d: Bef. 1690 in Chester Co, PA
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PAVAN Deed from William G. Strickland to Samuel W. Atkins 12-16-1858

This Indenture made this the 16" day of December in the year of our Lord one Thousand eight
hundred and fifty Eight, between William G. Strickland of the first part and Samuel W Atkins of
the second part all of the county of Wake and state of North Carolina, Witnesseth that the said
WG Strickland for and in consideration of the sum of Six hundred and sixty one dollars and
twenty five cents, has bargained and by these doth grant bargain sell and deliver to the said
Samuel W Atkins his heirs and assigns forever, a certain (sic) or parcel of land lying on the

A waters of Swift Creek & bounded as follows to wit, Beginning at a white oak Said Atkins corner,
running west 136 pole to a Stake, William Stewarts corner, thence North 154 2 pole to a Stake

A PW Dowds/Corner thence East 139 pole (sic) to a Stake, Said Dowds corner, thence South 1 /2
degrees West 154 % pole to the first station containing one hundred and thirty two and one fourth
acres, with all and every the appurtenances thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining and |
do hereby covenant to and with the said Samuel W Atkins that I have before the execution of this
deed full right absolute and lawfull authority to sell the said Land and premises, and agree
hereby to warrant and forever defend the right and title of the same to him the said SW Atkins
his heirs and assigns forever, In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day
and year above written

Signed sealed and delivered in presence of W G Strickland (seal)
2\ WG Upchurch
State of North Carolina Clerk office 16 Decr 1858
Wake County The execution of the foregoing Deed was this day

Duly acknowledged before me by W G Strickland whose name appears thereto Let the
Same be registered

Thomas J Utley Clerk

Registered in the Register office of Wake County in Book No 22 and Page 281 December 23th
(sic) 1858

Hinton Hudson Regr
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2 31. Wiley Wilkins HOLLEMAN

Cea 25 Nov 1866, W.W. HOLLE
2= bondsman T.L. Lassiter

Wake County, NC, Deeds--LDS Film #235,954:

Book 17: '

pp. 408-409:

9 Aug 1845

Joseph Jordon to Wiley W. HOLLEMON of Wake Co,

for $1590, tract adj. P.W. Dowd, Wiait J. HOLLEMAN, containing 82 acres
Signed: Joseph Jordon

* Witnesses: Wyatt J. HOLLEMAN, Jeel Jones TAQJTRA ESTIHRERD

D/o Wedrdrard M}é €0,
Wake County, NC, Marriage Bonds—LDS Film #296,867: 4) A e W, T - tann e

11 Feb 1851, license, Willie W. HOLLEMAN & Tabitha Upchurck, witness James T.
MmAAREST

Wake County, NC, Marriage Bonds--L.DS Film #296,867:
MAN & Martha A. Collins married by Rufus G. Jones:
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Shepherd’s Vineyard takes
name from minister’s plantation

By Carl Holleman

Since the term ‘‘Shepherd’s
Vineyard” is back in prominent
use in this community, it would
seem appropriate to consider its
origin and something of its
historical relationship to Apex.

Before there was an Apex there
was a Shepherd’s Vineyard, the
name given to the plantation
home of Elder Patrick William
Dowd, a well-known Baptist
minister of the last century.

A new subdivision that is being
developed on part of the old
plantation’ has appropriately
taken the name Shepherd’s
Vineyard. When fully developed,
it could about double the town’s
present population.

But why would a Baptist
minister name his home
“Vineyard,” a term that is so
closely associated with wine or
strong drink?

‘In naming his plantation home,
the Reverend Dowd knew that in
biblical terms the word
“yineyard” had become a sym-
bol for the Lord’s kingdom here
on earth and that “‘shepherd”
makes reference to the one who
cares for His people or tends the
vineyard. What more ap-
propriate name could the
minister have given his planta-
tion home?

He was the shepherd and his
lands represented the vineyard
where he labored for his Lord.

Dowd acquired the lands for
Shepherd’s Vineyard in 1830. It
was large — at least in relation
to today’s real estate holdings —
consisting of some 1,000 acres
and extending from MacGregor

Downs roughly to Western Wake
Hospital. Nearly half of the land
area of the Town of Apex as it
was incorporated in 1873 was
made up of Shepherd’s Vineyard
lands. ;

As a minister, Dowd was a
mover in the Baptist Church on a
statewide or denominational
basis. He breathed new life into
the Baptist movement by in-
troducing Sunday Schools and
foreign missions into the pro-
gram of the church.

Many Hardsell Baptists
resented his liberal thinking that
would have the mainstream of
Baptist thought and work move
into such un-Calvinistic areas. So
a split developed — one group
went one away and became know
as the Hardshell or Primitive
Baptists and the other, that to
which Elder Dowd gave leader-
ship, became known as Mis-
sionary Baptists.

Dowd, a native of Moore Coun-
ty, received his early schooling in
the ministry in Raleigh under the
teaching of the minister of the
First Presbyterian Church there.
Then he enrolled at Columbia
College in Washington, D.C.,
after which he served as pastor
of the First Baptist Church in
Raleigh. He was instrumental in
the formation of the State Baptist
Convention in 1830 and served as
its first president.

While pastoring at a churchin
Tarboro, he met, wooed and won
the heart of a young ‘‘heiress,”
Martha Austin, whom he later
married.

When the bride came to take up

her residence in the honeymoon
house which Dowd provided for
her (which, incidentally, still
stands on its original site off old
Raleigh Road) it was said: “It
had to be a place of beauty for
such a bride, rich in English
ancestry who came with a retinue
of servants, a generous dower,
and gifts of old family silver.”
The long journey from Tarboro
was made by wagon train, of
course.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Dowd made
valuable contributions to the
educational, cultural and
religious life of the area.

Her school for girls, operated in
her home for many years,
became famous.

Dowd served as pastor of
several local churches and
assisted with the organization of
a number of new churches.

He also attempted to start a
school for boys in his home but
finally gave up with one source,
a colleague, saying at the time,
“Brother Dowd failed to make up
his school, the reason assigned
was that young men preferred
getting married to going to
school. Only two were willing to
make the sacrifice.” \



The original plantation house of Shepherd’s Vineyard still stands off Old Raleigh Road in Apex.
Patrick Dowd, a Baptist minister, built the house for his bride in the 1830s.

Shepherd’s Vineyard subdivision in 1986, where the first occupants are moving in. When fully
‘developed, Shepherd’s Vineyard may almost double Apex’s population. ;
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LEYTA WELCH DOWD

‘Leyta Welch Dowd, age 84, of
Apex, died at the Sanford
Convalescent Center in Sanford, on
July 2, due to extended illness. She
was preceded in death by a brother,
1.S. Welch of Goldsboro. A grave-
side service was held Saturday, July
4, 1998 at 11 .am. in the Apex
Cemetery by Steve Goode.
Surviving are her husband, Samuel
Glen Dowd; two sons, William
Carey Dowd of Apex, and Clyde E.
Dowd and wife Linda of New Hill;
two daughters, Joyce Durham and
husband Lee of Greensboro, and
Shirley Johnson and husband W.C.
Jr. of Bennettsville, S.C.; a brother,
W.E. Welch and wife Dosis of
Durham; two sisters, Ada Landolph
and husband Joe of Springfield, PA,
and Lina Dowd of Apex; a half-sis-
ter, Zorah Melton of Goldsboro; and
four grandchildren. Arrangements
are with the Apex Funeral Home,
511 W. Williams St., NC 55, Apex.
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SAMUEL GLEN DOWD

Samuel Glen Dowd, age 85, of
Apex, died Thursday, July 23 1998
at the Lee Covalescent Center of
Sanford, due to declining health. He
was preceded in death by his wife,
Leyta Welch Dowd, who died July
2, 1998. Survivors are two sons
William Carey Dowd of Apex, and
Clyde E. Dowd and wife Linda of
New Hill; two daughters, Joyce
Dowd Durham and husband Leo of
Greensboro, and Shirley Dowd
Johnson and husband W.C. Jr. of
Bennettsville; a brother, Reverend
Victor Dowd and wife Dorothy of
Greensboro; three sisters, Mamie O.
Kelley and husband Alvin of
Greensboro, Jewel Smith and
Elizabeth ~ Martin, both  of
Greensboro; and four grandchildren.
Funeral services were held July 25
in the Apex Funeral Home Chapel
by Rev. Victor Dowd and Steve
Goode. = e
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SAMUEL P. DOWD
Samuel Pierce Dowd, 92, of
Greensboro, who grew up in the
Apex area, died on Friday.
Funeral services were held on
Sunday in the Haynes Lineberry
North Elm Street Chapel. Burial
was in the Green Level Baptist
Church Cemetery in Apex.
Surviving: daughters Mrs,
Mamie O’Kelly, Mrs. Jewel
Smith and Mrs. Elizabeth Mar-
tin, all of Greensboro; sons,
Samuel Dowd of Apex, the Rev.
Vietor Dowd of Greeensboro; 13
grandchildren; 13  great
grandchildren.
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18. Thomas Lasater, Esq. Gray Bynum, David Ausley, Thomas
Lambeth, William Clark, Sr.

19. Robert K. Smith, John A. Williams, Richardson Faucett,
William Crump, James A. Lasater

20. Hardy Lassiter, William G. Harris, Nathaniel Clegg, Alexander
Sloan, Jr., William H. Drake

21. Isaac Clegg, William Hardy, William H. Burns, William P. Sted-
man, Esq., German Guthrie, Esq.

24. IhQElflSiL-g)_w_dj‘JOSiah Cheek, Henry M. Bray, John Hill,
Robert Lambeth

32 Asa Wilson, Henderson Wilson, Dempsey Johnson. James
Goodwin, Samuel Wilson

33. John Lassiter, Esq., Ruffin Upchurch, Louis Upchurch,
Marmaduke Williams, Joseph Jenkins
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While the church deliberated its future, for several months their twice-
monthly Sunday services were conducted by supply preachers, one of
whom was Victor Dowd%n January 30, 1949, Dowd was called as pastor.
Six months later, on July 24, the church “met in conference and upon
recommendation of the deacons Mr. Victor Dowd, present pastor, was called
to preach four Sundays a month.” On January 8, 1950, his call was “ex-
tended until July, 1951.” While the minutes for September 23, 1951, indi-
cate that he was “reelected” at that time, a note in another hand appended
to the minutes for January 8 says, “Changed Sept. 10, 1950, to read ‘in-
definitely.”” At any rate, after this, there is no other hint of a term limit on
Dowd’s pastorate.

It was during Dowd’s pastorate that the parsonage was built, and he
and his family were the first to occupy it. The keys were presented to him
in a special service on May 20, 1951. The importance of that event cannot
be overemphasized, for at that point it could be said that Inwood had its
first full-time resident pastor!

Although Dowd held services every Sunday, he was attending South-
eastern Seminary during much of his tenure at Inwood. In the fall of 1951
he was a member of the first class of students to enroll at the newly-cre-
ated school. For the next three years he carried a full seminary load in
addition to his work as pastor at Inwood. As he was approaching gradua-
tion, he wrote in the bulletin for March 2, 1954:

1 would like to take this opportunity to tell the whole church how grate-
ful I am for what they have been willing to put up with for the past six
years in the office of pastor. I have been extremely limited in the time I
could put to the work of the Church. Whenever it became necessary to
decide between the Church and the Seminary 1 always gave my time and
energy to the work of our Church. 1 am sure that there have been many
things which I could have done or could have done better had I had more
time. | am through the Seminary now and for the first time in the seventy-

seven year History the work of our Church will be directed by a full tifhe
pastor on the field. I shall dedicate all that I am, have or will have to be-
coming the best pastor I can possibly be for the glory of God and for
Inwood Church. As we begin to work together in this new relation let us
all realize the seriousness of the tasks before us and in whatever position
we are serving let us all be willing to give it our best in ability and in faith-
fulness. It will take nothing short of the best from each of us for the work
of our Church to be a success. Please pray often for your pastor and for
the work of the Church as it is done in this Community. God and our
people can accomplish great things in our Church in the coming months.

20 MAT 1951 - Yhidawrsg
dadic i - Ky AT Bpan
Ve Bawd 2

Pow )

wood ﬁqﬁ‘ Cluddy 2809 Wnges @ NC

The church prospered under Dowd’s leadership. Services were well-
attended, both morning and evening. There was a complete traditional
Baptist program: worship services morning and night, fully graded Sunday
School, comprehensive Training Union, Woman’s Missionary Union, and
Brotherhood. In addition, the bulletin carried regular announcements of
the community’s Home Demonstration Club almost as if it were a church
function. Other community activities were often announced as well, im-
plying that Inwood was truly a community church. The only thing lacking
in the traditional church program was the failure to sustain Wednesday
evening prayer meeting.

The “coming months” to which Dowd referred upon graduation from
the Seminary proved to be shorter than either he or anyone else antici-
pated. For some reason, some of his notes in the bulletin took on a “scold-
ing” note. On May 16 he wrote,

I have been encouraged by the actions of some and thoroughly disap-
pointed in the actions and thoughts expressed by some other people con-
cerning our Bible [school] and the possibility of helping with it. As far as
1 am concerned this is the most important work we do in this Church. It
does look like we could get workers for this part of our work without beg-
ging and pleading until our patience is almost gone. . . . We must decide
where our first interest is to be. Many of your activities are well and good,
‘but as a Christian you have an obligation to your Church. Are you going
to be half-enlisted, half-dedicated, half-interested in the work of the king-
dom of God? The Kingdom of God and the Inwood Baptist Church need
your whole-hearted support, interest and what ever talent you may have
received from God.”

The next month (June 20, 1954), following an unsuccessful effort to
revive the Wednesday night prayer service, he wrote in the church bulle-
tin: “Very few have mentioned a service in the middle of the week. I wonder
if you desire one enough to support it with your attendance unless provi-
dentially hindered? Let me hear of your ideas on the matter.” And on
August 1 he complained of the low attendance of boys and girls at the G.A.
and R.A. meetings, which took place on Wednesday nights. He said:

We are doing what we can as leaders to see that everyone gets to the
meetings. I believe that many of you parents should take a more definite
interest in the training of your children. Most of you could at least see
that your child is brought to and from the meetings.

On August 22, 1954, less than six months after he expressed his ap-
preciation to the church for its support while he was a student and prom-
ised devoted full-time work as pastor, he announced his resignation, to be
effective the second Sunday in September. In the bulletin he expressed
again his appreciation for the cooperation he had had over the past six
years, but said, “I believe that now is the time for a change in the interest
of the Church here at Inwood.” He added, “Let us close out the next few
weeks in the true Christian spirit and allow the Lord to continue to lead us
as He has in the past.”

Something happened to sour Dowd's last weeks with the church. Ap-
parently he volunteered some help to the church in securing a new pastor,
and some people saw that as unwarranted interference. In the bulletin for
Sunday, September 12, 1954, noting that his motives had been misunder-
stood, he said:

After realizing the possibility of detaining action in securing a new
preacher I have prayerfully come to the decision to close out as pastor
with today’s services. I trust that each of you will understand. I had of-
fered to help in any way possible. I am of the opinion that my motives
have been misunderstood. I am sure now that it is best for the Church
that I fill the contract of thirty days notice and report to my new field of
work. There has been no friction to force me to this decision. I see that
it is to the best interest of the Inwood Church. I have loved this Church,
people and community and will still love it and them when I have left this
community. I shall be praying constantly for you fine people and I shall
trust that you will be praying for us as we take the new work. I have de-
cided to remain for the evening service today at which time I shall have
a brief message.

That new field of work was the Gorman Baptist Church in Durham.
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The pastor I remember most vividly was Victor S. Dowd, who would roll up his shirtsleeves and recruit a bunch
of us teenagers to come clean up the church yard ~ mowing and pulling weeds from the graveyard. We would have
get-togethers at our house with hot chocolate and popcorn afterwards, or lemonade.
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