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Following the dea(l}()f her husband, Richard Avery, March 15, 1844 (he had married a second time, Charlotte Jones), the
Secretary of Navy, James C. Dobbins,ftommented on Avery's death and said his first wife, Mary Ryals, was "said to be the most
/> & beautiful woman in Cumberland County...She was the daughter of Richard Ryals and Milly Baggett." 2¢p 2t$o SALP
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All of this information is from the records of Cornelia Norris Norris, and it is confirmed in a letter dated June 2. 1955, from
& Malcolm Fowler of Lillington, NC, president of the North Carolina Society of County Historians.

1 ;
VY B.J/%,(u.w. i /uﬁAa_,{A\f oLT 800 ] ﬁ_u[}%wﬁ~ AVERY b 2GDECITO2

o # C-DE’UftfH&ErH RVERY b D ocT 150 (Comipeniamp (onRaAnErT2) (8 We
(Merinon Recondn ghatan Cogpnte 72 Frrt, Commdiadand o, VC)
A DAV EI8ES (W atu Lo/ /V(")(.&'ﬂ't /}ﬂm@aq,/fvlw'ff}ﬁ:wm'@/”d

& MA D APRIELE (Lumdefand. lo, VO farte. P A awne. b T>IMV 18050

d ENoVIERS (Louly o WE) (BOR-AG LIFED) - Sex. qrpatalt, sl
ﬁw\m’?w&wﬁm (ougpli. — Bnt. vy wwhrsmm fowmbe
Theoptudar. RAasn. hadd 4 04, é“"’"”"“w A Laare WAD
s d. T BB Mag, M/MKWW’MM A U Dose

I o
a8 DT!OI‘?VIQ RVER] | YIvN )RI1> E.ﬂ MrAy AWV AVERY b 1y ALE 181

i _ -
ao FHOINrrren aveny b 9APRO8I0 G 7 CALLS A AVERY b 19 MAR IFOS

L O H.gcmmwng Avels) by o182 () mo O DEY ——
AA 1894 (BVR-ZN (B

A 12 RIGARD AVERY b joAve1828 (VA 1M - -
Vo MrLE logsT 8F LEND EN MNEW LOW 54 LLTTLE RIVEA - CUMBER

A Co, NE yaD 1] MARIBYO( ) CLUIL ANN GOLLEY, w_rpowg
Ao oF TESSE CullyY - SvbsERUEVIL) Ccrvil AD 30T 18Y
L STEVNER) VEARSDN
A O hown " W ot L opdll) BYERA i Ot MBI Aveendr
oy Vot amariesy B fonas Adarsy Hante Crbcsflun | ELZABETR AVERA
CCM%M# ‘," mﬁ%—‘wwm haat olap W/Mum
ba~ AVEAR /qu naaniune ], — BIN)



TAMES CRAY TN DOBBInS
; in g 23300 )98 W Z )
(D;s; %wm | ey g ou Dbl
e Crespbon Wf&%”)%zo SEPINIY A
& e jauz —ord POTIEIT Melilld Lonindn Koy
- Nocr 167y A 2NV /S, Thwy —5 5 .,

; WW WMMF@E?AZZ Con o, o
%‘Ca. /¥/8.



O R

Dobbins, Luke & Catherine
1803 Holly Street

Apex, NC 27502

919-334-8854
catherine@wakeremodelinq.com
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1
@ 2707 Spindle Lane YALL
Bowie, Maryland 20715113 il
August 8, 1981 P oL

§F647Q71A¢N‘LAA4 Ko Z%”CQ
Dr. Re. Phillip Upchurch
Editor, UPCHURCH BULLETIN
Michael Ente rprises
P. 0. Box 35804
Tucson, Arizona 85740

Dear Cousin Phil,

Just received all the issues of the UPCHURCH BULLETIN and I Jjust
had to let you know that I am about to wear them out! There is so much
1 nformation in them and so well put together. You are doing a fantastic
Job and I am sure all the Upchurches out them reall appreciate it. T
will look forward to the next issue. I immediately had to order Mrs., West's
book that you recommenrd.

I noticed in one of the issues that you were still looking for the
homeplace of Whitney Upchurch. T am enclosing a copy of a deed involving
John Mann, Anderson Holt, and Whitney Upchurch 14 January, 1854.

Perhaps you can get some information from ite I believe it states that
Whitney was from Wake County.

Also, Clayton Mann of Chapel Hill (I just sent you his address) has
located the homeplace of John Mann in Brickhaven, 3 o% 4 miles north of
Corinth, Chatham County, N.C. It is still standing. I assume from that
deed that Johm Mann and Whitney Upchurch were close. Anderson Holt's
homeplace is also still standing and is located in Merry Oaks, Chatham Co. -
Just a few miles down the road from Christian Chapel Church.

Perhaps we can get Clayton to check about a bit more for Whitney's

homesite. Hope you've made contact with him by now; I'm sure that he
can be of benefit to your research.

Cordially,

CLBbd;hJ K>0h4a\5;,

Nancy D. Griffith

(Mre 1K M. Eragrithy)
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< | NANCY CRAYTDN DoBBELS XTp - 8297

C
2707 Spindle Lane
Bowie, Maryland 20715

July 23, 1981

Mr. Robert Phillip Upchurch
Editor, UPCHURCH BULLETIN
Michael Enterprises

P. 0. Box 35804

Tucson, Arizona 85740

Dear Mr. Upchurch:

I received your nice, long letter today and appreciate all of the information
that you sent to me, I am confident that one day that we will determine

— exactly who Candis Upchurch was. I feel that she was probably related

— closely to Whitney Upchurch either as a daughter or as a niece.

I do not know what the middle initial "A" stands for in Edry A. Upchurch.
I did not have her listed among Merrit's children and appreciate your
placing her for me,

SILAS MENRRITT U :
S T can straighten out the confusigg/?h Merritt's name on his tombstone.
A His tombstone reads S. M., Urch, S It's broken but put back together, I'11
£+ b send a photo; it's easier to understand. Merritt's wife, Annie Mann,
QO is buried beside him and between him and Edry A. Upchurch. Her tombstone
reads A. M. UPCHU

RCH. BOR
SEP, 25, 1842 I don't know what S. stand for in Merritt's name.
DIED Jan I will try to check his Civil War Records out at
9, 1919 the Archives in the fall if not before.

ATT REST

A John Mann posted a 500 dollar bond on the 19th of Dec. 1847 to marry
A sp Candis Upchurch, Jesse Penny, Bondsman and James T. Marriot, Witness. This
was in Wake County. I will xerox you a copy and send it alonge.
FEELED SHAS MERRITT Y FELED CAWDIS WU
I'll also send é:copy

A+A of the marriage license of Merritt Upchurch and Annie
— Mann, 2 June 1861, Chatham County.

AAA T know'%hat'Merritt was the son of Candis. I located John Mann and his
A wife Candis in the 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 census records, Chatham Co.
The 1860 is a little hard to read but the copy I got was much clearer that

the one you evidently saw. That's John Mann up there and not Jake Reanigz.
A Merrit Upchurch was 18.

I cannot locete a previous marriage of Candis's. The family story is that

Merritt was illegimate. My grandmother is still alive and is 93; her husband's
half brother is up in his 80's and also confirms this story.

SN

I would like to subscribe to your Upchurch Bulletin especially so that I
can keep up and add to what I've learnmed about the ﬁpchurch lines so far.
I'11 stay in touch and would appreciate it very much if you ever do locate
the father of either Merritt or of his mother Candis, I would love to hear
from you,

Cordially,

Mrs.m D. Grigfgith
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®

2707 Spindle Lane
Bowie, Maryland 20715
July 14, 1981

Mr., Robert Phillip Upchurch
Editor, Upchurch Bulletin
Michael Enterprises

P. 0. Box 35804

Tucson, Arizona 85740

De ar Mr. Upchurch:

Your name has been referred to me by a Mrs. Faye Dasen of Raleigh, N. C.,
as possibly being able to answer a question for me.

2 I came across some land records of my 2 great grandfather, JOHN MANN
A+ p of Chatham County, Ne. Ce, in which ANDERSON HOLT and a WHITNEY UPCHURCH
were involved - Book A-I, p. 187 Grantor Book, January 28, 1854,

D FA This John Mann was married to CANDIS UPCHURCH. I am trying to find
O+0 the relation if any of WHITNEY UPCHURCH above and this CANDIS UPCHURCH.
+0 I understand Whitney Upchurch was the son of Moses Upchurch,.

I would greatly appreciate hearing from you if you can clear this up
for me. 4 MERRITTU

Also, in the Christian Chapel Cemetery in Merry Oaks, Chath County,

A Neo Coy there are three graves near the back left that are Merri church,
o his wife, and a EDRY A, UPCHURCH, born May 5, 1886, died July 11, 1904,
Do you know of this person and his or her relation to Merrit Upchurch?

I will enclosed a stamped, self-addressed envelope for your convenience
in replying and will appreciate the time and trouble for you to do so.

Cordially,

'&m D. Gri fgigh
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- MANCT CRANTOR D ORBINS AN

2707 Spindle Lane
Bowie, Maryland 20715

August 6, 1981

Dr. R. Phillip Upchurch

MICHAEL ENTERPRISES
P. 0. Box 35804
Tucson, Arizona 85740

Dear Cousin Phil,

It certainly was nice receiving your letter of August lst. I muset
apologize for addressing you as Mr. I did not know your title Dr., and I
think that anyone who earns that title should be addressed as such, But
then Cousin Phil sounds so much warmerl

I wish that I could xerox you a bunch of stuff but I'm afraid that
I really don't have anything else but notes here and there. At this time
anyway - I don't intend to give up yet and plan to uncover all kinds of
things here and there.

I'm certainly looking forward to receiving the UPCHURCH BULLETIN,
especially the 3rd issue of Vol., 2.

PN Before I go further, I do know Clayton Mann in Chapel Hill, N. C,.
Well, we are distant cousins again and have been writing to each other
recently. He i5 really moving along and has quite a bit of information
on the Holts, Manns, and Upchurches in Chatham Co. He's given me some
good tips to follow up on and I like the way he works. His address is:
Rt. 6, Box 72-A, Farrington Road, Chapel Hill, N. C. 27514,

I am really interested in how he determined that the Se in S. Merritt's
(Upchurch) name was Silas. I haven't seen that before.

I got to the National Archives this week and made a point of looking
for Merritt Upchurch's Civil War records. Oh boy, nothing's easy.
Going by your saying that Merritt was possibly William Merritt, I checked
A there also. There was a William Upchurch, Co.D, 35 N.C. Inf., age 40 fr.
A Newbern. Ruled him out. Also was a William, Coes J, 50 N.C, Inf. but from
ARutherford Coe Then I got to SINON, also spelled SION M. UPCHURCH, Co.A,

25 N. C, Inf. Pvt. Corp. (that's promoted to Corporal.)

A This Sion M, Upchurch was born in Franklin ( didn't say Co. but
probably was) N.C, He was a farmer, 5'10" age 28 when he enrolled May 12,
1862 at Wilson. Ages were frequently wrong although our Merritt should be
about.al. It's listed twice and looks like an 8 both times, My guess is
Me rritt didn't even know his age. Anyyay, he was wounded twice and sent to
Winder Hospital (Richmond) Oct. 9, 1863 and again in May 5, 1864. T don't
know if he's our man or not frankly. But not to give up here —=a--

A The man who enrolled the Sion M. Upchurch in Company A, 55 N. C. Infantr
Awas Albert E. Upchurch, Jr. 2 Lieut. /Captain. Albert was %orn in Nash v

CGounty, N. C, or Wilson Count i i
H e was age 26, 5101 gng wag g Egrtﬁag%¥8 on another of his sheets.



A Albert ﬁas captured at Gettysburg July 3, 1863, and sent to Johnson Island
where he died and was buried there 9 Nov. 1863,

Do you know of this Albert E. Upchurch? Nash, Franklin, and Wilson
Counties are all right there at Chatham County. I'm really curious if
these families are related.s Since I know that Merritt was illegimate, I
can almost see Candis, his mother, going to visit relatives to have him,.
All guessing, right.

I made copies of Sion M. Upchurch's war records. They are terribly
light thoughe I'1ll send copies if you think he might be our man. You'll
need rested eyes, -

I would like to know more about the descendants of Merritt., Besides
the daughter Edry A. we have previously talked about, I know one daughter
Ti+ A married a Champion below Fuquay and one married Herbert Carroll. And the
n +0+4 son, Leonza C. (Lee) married cousin Pearlie. I don't know of the Linnie
Mann raised with Leonza's children. My mother is here visiting and I asked
her also. She doesn't remember him but will ask my grandmother when she
A goeﬁ home next week. I would think that Faye Dasen from Raleigh will know
of him,

My mother's uncle Buck Mann from Greensboro, N. C. told me that Merritt's
wife Annie had a hairlip. I don't know how she is related to my Manns
although she probably is, I also heard that one of Merritt's daughters

o fathered had a child fathered by hime. I don't know which one and I'm
F?®\ sure that the descendants aresttoo anxious to talk about this., My grand-
s | mother gets upset if I even mention Merritt's name to her and she does
mee? 'not even know Uncle Buck mentioned this last bit to me. She also wouldn't

AL tel% me Merritt was illegimate and has had a "talk" with me sinde I found
o ute.

My name Crayton comes from my grandfather from South Carolina. He
was named for some prominent South Carolinian family in Anderson. So I
don't have any N. C. roots there.

That's about it for now. Let me know if you do know of the Albert
E. Upchurch above and if he is related, perhaps we can find a way to
d etermine if Sion M. and Merritt are the same. It's an interesting
thery anyway.

Cordially,

Nancy Griffith
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7 Standard (s-w), May 31, 1851; Register (s-w), Jan. 9, 26, Feb. 9, 1856, Jan. 2, 1858. Lacking Raleigh
business directories for the 1850s, the list of more than 70 merchants and tradesmen signing the resolutions
at the Jan. 1858 meeting presents an informative cross-section of late antebellum businessmen (and one
businesswoman): A. Adams, Linn Adams, W. M. Adams, J. G. Bromell, J. Brown, H. H. Brown, Silas
Burns & Co., A. Creech, A. J. Crocker, H. Depkin, R. Dobbin; H. L. Evans, T. R. Fentress, J. J. Ferrell,
P. Ferrall, W. J. Griffice, E. Burke Haywood, R. W. Haywood, Heartt & Iredell, C. W. D. Hutchings,
C. Jordan, R. B. Jordan, H. Keim, C. Keuster, Josiah King, N. Kramer, T. & E. Ligon, J. J. Litchford,
W. J. Lougee, McGee & Williams, James McKimmon, Louisa Marling, D. C. Murray, J. J. Overby, John
C. Palmer, L. W. Peck, Antonio Pizzinni, Pescud & Gatling, W. L. Pomeroy, H. Porter, Pullen & Belvin,
C. B. Root, E. Rosenthal, Schloss & Bro., Tant & Rogers, C. H. Thompson, William Thompson, James

M. Towles, W. H. & R. S. Tucker, H. D. Turner, Upchurch & Royster, W. C. Upchurch, W. Watson,
K. R. Weathers, J. R. Whitaker, J. W. Wiggins, Williams & Haywood, W. H. Williams & Co., Jordan
Womble, W. W. Woodell, Samuel H. Young. Register (s-w), Jan. 2, 1858. See below, chap. 12 at n. 64, for
summary of a special Raleigh census tabulated in June 1858.



