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Estimated 1999 Agricultural Information

Population . . ................. 80,000
Number of Farms . . ... ........... 511
Total Land Area ......... 241,664 acres
Total Land in Farms . .. ... .. 52,281 acres
Harvested Cropland ........ 24,194 acres
Average Farm Size .......... 102 acres
Average Elevation ........... 2,200 feet
Average Annual Rainfall ......... 64.03"
Annual Mean Temperature ........ 558 F
Average Annual Frost-Free Days . . 169 days
(+or -15)

Agricultural Districts: 13
280 Farmers Involved
16,000 Acres

Estimated 1998 Farm Income

Nursery & Greenhouse $53,018,500
Fruit Production 17,528,500
Vegetables & Berries 16,825,675
Milk 8,242,552
Livestock 4,620,723
Horses 915,900
Field Crops 725,710
Fish 60,000
Christmas Trees 30,000
Total . $101,967,560

Estimated Top Four Contributors to
Economy
1. Industry - ‘97 $277,613,000
2. Retirement (SS only) ‘99 est. 198,000,000
3. Tourism ‘97 128,230,000
4. Agriculture ‘98 101,967,560

(Resource: Hendersonville Chamber of Commerce)

Cooperative Extension’s Purpose

N A&T SI‘ATE UNIVERSITY
c COCPERATIVE
AN EXTENSION
— Helping People Put Knowledge to Work

The North Carolina Cooperative Extension
Service helps individuals, families, and
communities put research-based
knowledge to work to improve their lives.

Henderson
County
Agricultural
Information

1999

North Carolina
Cooperative Extension Service
Henderson County Center

North Carolina
Cooperative Extension Service
Henderson County Center

740 Glover Street
Hendersonville, NC 29892
(828) 697-4891

(828) 697-4581 Fax
www.ces.ncsu.edu/henderson/



In support of the diverse enterprises composing
Henderson County Agriculture, Agricultural
Agents of the North Carolina Cooperative
Extension Service - Henderson County Center:

eCommunicate an economically and
environmentally sustainable systems
approach to agriculture in an effort to
protect and enhance environmental quality
and assure long term profitability.

sNetwork with university specialists and
researchers to transfer sound production
techniques, modern cultural systems, and
integrated pest management
recommendations to reduce financial risk
and maintain competitiveness.

oMaintain a strong problem solving
program by meeting the service requests
of preducers.

sPromote sound agricultural marketing
strategies that take advantage of regional,
state, and national market factors in an
effort to maximize farm profits.

oKeep growers informed of regulations
and environmental constraints that impact
their specific enterprises, and encourage
best management practices and identify
least-cost methods of compliance.

Education provided by newsletters, internet web
sites, commodity specific educational conferences,
field days, on-farm demonstrations, field research,
commodity organizations, and pesticide licensing
education.

1999 Detailed Information on
Selected Commodity Areas

1. Nursery, Sod, and Greenhouse

Nursery Acreage ........... 1,390 acres
Sod Acreage . .............. 700 acres
Greenhouse Acreage .......... 46 acres
Full-Time Growers . .. ............. 52
Part-Time Growers . .. ........ R 28
Retail Centers ................... 21

Henderson is the 2™ largest county in
ormamental plant production. North Carolina
is 3" in the nation in ornamental plant
production. Omamental plant production is
the 4" largest agricultural commodity in the
nation and 3" in North Carolina.

a. Landscape & Turf Maintenance
Residential Landscape Acreage 13,000+ acres
Landscaping/Lawn Maintenance
Companies . .............. 140
Golf Courses ............... 15

b. Forestry & Christmas Trees
Christmas Tree Growers ....... 20

Christmas Tree Acreage ... 22 acres
2. Fruit Production
Apple Acreage ............ 8,000 acres
Apple Trees (bearing) . ....... 6,000 acres
Apple Trees (non-bearing) .... 2,000 acres
Full-Time Apple Growers .......... 200
Part-Time Apple Growers . .......... 75
Apple Packing Houses .............. 5
Bulk apple Packers . .............. 26

Direct Markets .................. 26

North Carolina is the 7" largest apple
production state in the United States.
Henderson County produces over 75% of the
apples in North Carolina.

3. Vegetables & Berries

Vegetable Acreage .......... 2,424 acres

Top Five Vegetables (acres) - beans, tomato,
cucumbers, squash, sweet corn.

Top Five Vegetables (value) - tomato, beans,
cucumbers, squash, sweet corn.

Vegetable Packing, Shipper, Brokerage, or
Repacking Business . .......... 6

Henderson County is the largest vegetable
producing County in Western North Carolina. -

4. Milk
Dairies ............... .. 0tuu.. 7
Average Herd Size . . ......... 325 cows

Production/Cow/Year 22,151 lbs. 2,715 gals.

5. Livestock

Cattle Producers ................ 268
BeefCattle ................... 6,350
(85% commercial & 15% purebred
operations).

6. Field Crops

Comn Acreage ............. 5,345 acres
Comproducers ................. 110
Hay Acreage .............. 6,200 acres
7. Horses

Valueof Horses . . .......... $4,948,300
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SERVICE CORPS OF
RETIRED EXECUTIVES
ASSOCIATION

Sponsored by U.S. Small Business Administration

John D. Seick
Charlotte District Representative
Alternate Region 1V Representative

210 Brown Road
Hendersonville, NC 28739-9075 Telephone 704/693-4019
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Fenner Allen was: gromn§ 1%1
hxs faxmly 8. tht Connty

7,'workmg farm ‘mule.

“We'd work: Him in the ﬁelds

during the week and ride him on
- Sunday,” said Allen, patnarch of
-a family. husiness' that now in-
cludes about two.dozeri quarter
~horses as well s mttle and
- tobacco. .
", "Allen Farms 1sn't tlxe only
place with a growing hiorse Herd.
.Agricultire ;offi¢ials. say, there
-are ‘more people 'ralsing,

‘showing’ and’- sellmg thorses in’

“Eastern NorthCarolina as pep-
ple move to open country. -

. Tt seems like; the horse popu--

latnon has ngn a“lot in ‘a
hiirry,” said’ Phil Rowan,,a live-
- stock: spemahst with " the Pitt
County . Agrié tural “Service 'in
-Greenville.-He: estimated ‘there
are 3,000 horses'in tht County,
up from about " 2;600-in .1995;
~Between. Greenvnlle and ‘Wil-
-mington, fields that ,once gre\v
tobacco now hold’ -mini-farms for
“one o two horses, or-elaborate
stables that. board dozens. Near
: Greenville, an "upscale. subdi-

visjon is built: around.the Rock .

“Springs! Equesttjan Center, a

Kentucky~style show and.board-
“ing facility with:pan; ele’d: stalls | for
- 23horses; 11 pa&mes, an indoor
“riding arena and : jockey.. club.
Rocky Point in Pender County is
“home :to' one of _the largest

cbuntry. for Arabian’ horses

County, : ‘Where thie. area arourid:
:Southern Pinies and:Pinehurst

'- “If you look “af "all that's i~

‘volved, ‘like : hay productmh
fences, .vaccmes, brushmg and

; you re lookmg at.a

A - the “state” Depart-
‘ment o Agnculture

He estlmates that there are
200000 horses 1n-the state, up
from 112,000 in 1972 Estimates

" vary on. the economic uppact of

the mdusttx but it’s believed to
be a sso m -~ Year,

The horse, populatlon mEast-

“‘etn. North  Carolina still" trails
part of the
«gtate, - partxcu]atly Moore'

that of, the- central

called ““horse country.” In 1995,
there'were 5,525 horses worth’
-about :$37 mllhon ind Moore‘

* -County; according to.a survey. by..
‘the N:C. COOperatlve Extensnon'

Servxce :
Quarter horses named for

_then‘ speed ‘in a quarter: nnle-_ ‘
.race =~ are-the most- prevalent

breed in-the:state with an esti-
mated population: of . 40,000.: A

-good starter horse that is.8 to 12,
~years; old .and. easy- to manage, :
. generally costs about $2,500; ac--

“cording to Mobley,” - !

- “And I feel hke the. ptice wﬂl
be going .up,” he said. -

. veterinagi="

Mobley;-horse. -

“County, constructio
- -way on an $11.5 mlllzon"agncul-
“tural center - that' will--have ‘the’
. ‘most elaborate horse.show: ‘and,
- stable facilities east of Ralelgh
- 300 horse' stalls, - :huge . arena’
--and'seating for 3,@9&sp_ectators

. Depending on’ the breed ‘and’
lzloodlme. individual: ammals are’
‘warth much: more. -A quarter
‘horse from Alabama sold : for:
- $450, 000 in: April -at a. horse
show -in Raleigh, - Mobley.
and ‘there .are.

wHORSE CUNIC PLANNEN R

: and] versity. For
lma :stables.- : ; @ls. call Extensmn Horse “H)
Many .of the new horse ownA bandry at 919-515-8518,
are newcomers, to: North*
Carolma who buy a farm of foug”
tafive acres near a city:and want
:a horse to go with the rural life- :
style, said: Mobley, “a, horseman
smce the 19603 an '

.months* they

dy. to get rid-of the:
: he: 'saxd: :
Now the'state’ puttxng big’

money into 4 ‘center “that will'
_serve horse owners. -
‘Near Williamston

“Scheduled- to openin June 1998;

‘1 ‘the center is only a few’ miles

drom - Martip' Commii Col-.
ege; wluc‘n’%as &mne%%uﬁen&
for horse-related careers in ‘its-

: equme technology program
smce 1984 Lo

Backers of the center say- 1t¢

. wxll ;pump $8 million.a: year'into:

the economy by attracting horse -

- shows, rodeos, ‘truck d1§plays
;.and farm equipment, shows that
-are now going to arenas- ontsxde
~ of Eastern Nor_tlh"~ )

The idea is to ;
shows and, horse"entﬁn‘
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