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Charles Upchurch and his Family 
UAFA Enrolled Family AFEF No. 12 

 
I. Introduction  
 
 This compendium is being created, maintained, and updated by the Upchurch and Allied 
Families Association and cooperators with the purpose of establishing an online site with details 
about this UAFA “enrolled” family.  Today, thousands can trace their heritage back to Charles.     
  

Each UAFA enrolled family is served by a coordinator.  Initially, the default coordinator 
of all enrolled families is Phil Upchurch, the founder of UAFA.  Financial support is required to 
enroll and augment records for an enrolled family and to keep it online for the long term.  The 
financial co-sponsors of the Charles Upchurch Family and active supporters will be reported in 
periodic e-newsletters to the Charles Upchurch family.  The ultimate goal is to have a minimal 
endowment of $10,000 for this family, the earnings of which will support the records of this 
particular family and UAFA.   

 
 Historically, the records for the Charles Upchurch Family have been found in a great 
many places.  By “enrolling” this family under the procedures of UAFA, the intent is to have a 
central portal which will readily allow a member of this family to see and understand reference 
materials about their heritage.  Much of this material exists in the Allied Family Archives 
amassed by Phil Upchurch over a forty-year period.  This and other resources will set the stage 
for further research, or for the creation of a comprehensive family history.  Progress will depend 
on collaboration.     
 
 Readers are aware of the large amount of conflicting data for any given family on 
Ancestry.com and other sites.  It is difficult and essentially impossible to get these conflicts 
resolved online.  Furthermore, some of these sites fade from view over time.  The plan and intent 
of UAFA is to resolve both of those issues.  It is our intent that content portrayed by UAFA for 
an enrolled family will be factual and subject to ongoing validation and that the content will 
remain online for the long term under the auspices of UAFA.  To make this a reality, UAFA 
must be sustained by an active volunteer Board of Directors, volunteer cooperators must be 
active participants, and some hired help must be available.  Tax-deductible financial 
contributions will be important to allow all of this to happen.  You may go to the Home Page of 
this website to find a membership/contribution form. 
 
 UAFA operates like a holding company.  The headquarters of our Association provide 
start-up information for each enrolled family and some ongoing support.  However, the 
continued improvement in the on-line records for each enrolled family is the responsibility of a 
team of volunteers who are largely descendants of the enrolled family Patriarch.  For many 
years, the late Martha Lucy (Upchurch) Tidd of California, was a valuable source of records and 
information for the Charles Upchurch family. As of December 2018, the active team members 
are Diane Corkery of Alabama and Cindy Pons of Louisiana. 
 

http://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
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II. Charles’ Ancestors in America 
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III. A Brief Review of the Life of Charles Upchurch, his Children and Grandchildren  
 
 Charles Upchurch was born February 11 1755 in Granville County, North Carolina and 
died in Henry County, Georgia in 1842.  His father Richard Upchurch II (ca. 1725-1798) had 
moved to North Carolina from Virginia about 1755.  His grandfather James Upchurch was born 
in Virginia and died there in 1765.  His great grandfather Richard Upchurch was born ca. 1658 
and died in 1700.  His great-great grandfather Michael Upchurch (ca. 1624-1681) was the 
original American Upchurch immigrant who came to America about 1638.   
 
 Charles was the brother of Nathan, Richard Jr, Moses, Benjamin, James (?), Jubal (?), 
and Abel (?).  In 1779 Charles Upchurch was granted 500 acres of land in Wake County, “on the 
N side of Moccasin Creek and on Turkey Creek” by the state of North Carolina, This part of 
Wake County would later be absorbed into Franklin County. It is possible that Charles Upchurch 
may have served in the Revolutionary War 
 

In the 1790 Franklin County, North Carolina census, Charles was listed as head of 
household.  The census went on to list these members of the household: 

 Free white males age 16 and up    1 
 White males under age 16   2 
 White females, all ages    5 
 Number of slaves     1 

 
In the 1800 Franklin County, North Carolina census, a listing for Charles Upchurch has 7 
in his family along with 3 slaves. 

 Males under the age of 10   1 
 Males age 45 and up   1 
 Females under the age of 10  3 
 Females 10 – 16    1 
 Females age 45 and up   1 

 
The last listing for Charles Upchurch was in the 1810 Franklin County, NC census. This 
census contained the following information: 

 Males 10 – 16    1 
 Males 45 and up     1 
 Females 10 – 16    1 
 Females 45 and up   1 
 Slaves     7 

 
As indicated by deed records and court minutes from Franklin County, North Carolina, 

Charles was active in the years 1790 – 1816 purchasing and selling land and other items. He 
owned over 500 acres of land near Moccasin Creek area at time of his death.  He was listed as 
having taxable property in Franklin County from 1804 through 1815.  Records also indicate that 
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he was active as both an overseer and as a juror in the county.  Charles was described as 
“deceased” in a record from 1819.   
 

Charles Upchurch (born ca. 1755 and died 1842) married a woman, nee Gay, based on 
the fact that they named a son Thomas Gay Upchurch.  However, convincing evidence on this 
point has not surfaced as of 27 Mar 2013.  The Gay and Upchurch Families lived near each other 
on the wake/Franklin county border from 1755 on and had many interactions. 
 
 
IV. Descendants of Charles Upchurch (First 3 Generations) 

 
Note: Biofiles of Charles Upchurch Enrolled Family Members that are currently available on the  

Allied Families website will feature a hyperlink 

 
Generation 1  

1.  CHARLES UPCHURCH was born on 11 Feb 1755 in Granville County, North Carolina, USA. He 
died in 1842 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. He married UNKNOWN. She was born about 1760 
in North Carolina, USA. She died about 1825 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. 

 
Charles Upchurch and Unknown had the following children: 
 
2.  i.  EATON UPCHURCH was born in 1780 in North Carolina, USA. He died about      

1865 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. He married Frances Norris about 1801 in 
Franklin County, North Carolina, USA. She was born about 1770 in North 
Carolina, USA. She died before 1860 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. 
 

3.  ii.  SUSAN UPCHURCH was born in 1782 in North Carolina, USA. She died in Jul     
1847 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. She married James Henry Butts about 
1804 in Putnam County, Georgia, USA. He was born about 1780. He died in 
Tennessee, USA. 
 

iii.  UNKNOWN UPCHURCH was born in 1786 in North Carolina, USA. She died in 
1786 in North Carolina, USA. 

 
4.  iv.  KEATON UPCHURCH was born in 1790 in North Carolina, USA. He died after  

1870 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. He married (1) LUREANA NORRIS on 25 
Sep 1811 in Franklin County, North Carolina, USA. She was born about 1785 in 
North Carolina, USA. She died about 1828 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. He 
married (2) MARGARET HEATH on 11 May 1831 in Henry County, Georgia, 
USA. She was born about 1805 in Georgia, USA. She died about 1865 in 
Georgia, USA. 
 

5.  v.  THOMAS GAY UPCHURCH was born on 28 Nov 1797 in Wake County, North  
Carolina, USA. He died on 23 Jun 1885 in Clay County, Alabama, USA. He 
married (2) PATIENCE C. BARNES on 06 Jan 1825 in Henry County, Georgia, 
USA. She was born in 1806 in North Carolina, USA. She died in 1883 in Ashland, 
Clay, Alabama, USA. 
 

6.  vi.  CHARITY S. UPCHURCH was born in 1798 in North Carolina, USA. She died  
after 1880 in Georgia, USA. 
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Generation 2 

 
2.  EATON UPCHURCH (Charles I ) was born in 1780 in North Carolina, USA. He died about 1865 

in Henry County, Georgia, USA. He married Frances Norris about 1801 in Franklin County, North 

Carolina, USA. She was born about 1770 in North Carolina, USA. She died before 1860 in Henry 
County, Georgia, USA. 

 
Eaton Upchurch and Frances Norris had the following children: 

 
i.  ABNER FRANKLIN UPCHURCH was born about 1802. 
ii.  HENDERSON UPCHURCH was born in 1804 in North Carolina, USA. He died    
  before 1870 in Georgia, USA. 
iii.  UNKNOWN UPCHURCH was born about 1804 in North Carolina, USA. 
iv.  HARRIET FLETCHER UPCHURCH was born about 1805 in North Carolina,  

USA. She died on 27 Apr 1893 in Memphis, Shelby, Tennessee, USA. 
v.  CEMP "CAMP" "KEMP" UPCHURCH was born about 1808 in North Carolina, USA. 
 

3.  SUSAN UPCHURCH (Charles I) was born in 1782 in North Carolina, USA. She died in Jul 1847 
in Henry County, Georgia, USA. She married James Henry Butts about 1804 in Putnam County, 

Georgia, USA. He was born about 1780. He died in Tennessee, USA. 
 
James Henry Butts and Susan Upchurch had the following children: 

 
i.  LEVI BUTTS. 

ii.  ELEANOR BUTTS was born about 1804 in Tennessee, USA. 
iii.  NANCY BUTTS. 

iv.  REBECCA LITTLETON BUTTS was born in 1800 in Georgia, USA. She died in 
1861 in California, USA. 

v.  DELANEY "DILLIE" BUTTS was born in 1804 in Georgia, USA. She died on 24    
Feb 1866 in Henry County, Tennessee, USA. 

vi.  SALATHIEL BUTTS was born in 1810 in Georgia, USA. He died in 1856 in 
Jackson County, Missouri, USA. 

vii.  HENRY BUTTS was born in 1811 in Georgia, USA. 
viii.  ANDREW JACKSON BUTTS SR was born on 12 May 1812 in Georgia, USA. He 

died on 12 Apr 1870 in Texas, USA. 
 

4.  KEATON UPCHURCH (Charles I) was born in 1790 in North Carolina, USA. He died after 1870 
in Henry County, Georgia, USA. He married (1) LUREANA NORRIS on 25 Sep 1811 in Franklin 
County, North Carolina, USA. She was born about 1785 in North Carolina, USA. She died about 
1828 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. He married (2) MARGARET HEATH on 11 May 1831 in 
Henry County,Georgia, USA. She was born about 1805 in Georgia, USA. She died about 1865 in 
Georgia, USA. 

 

Keaton Upchurch and Lureana Norris had the following children: 
i.  UNKNOWN UPCHURCH was born in 1812. 
ii.  UNKNOWN UPCHURCH was born in 1814. 
iii.  UNKNOWN UPCHURCH was born in 1816. 
iv.  MARY CHARITY UPCHURCH was born on 12 Mar 1818 in Taylor County, 

Georgia, USA. She died on 07 Jun 1879 in Taylor County, Georgia, USA. 
v.  UNKNOWN UPCHURCH was born about 1820. 
vi.  CLARA ANN "CLARYMAN" "CLEMON" UPCHURCH was born about 1823 in North 

Carolina, USA. She died in Georgia, USA. 

http://www.alliedfamilies.com/uploads/1/3/1/8/13181256/abner_franklin_upchurch.pdf
http://www.alliedfamilies.com/uploads/1/3/1/8/13181256/henderson_upchurch.pdf
http://www.alliedfamilies.com/uploads/1/3/1/8/13181256/harriet_fletcher_upchurch_.pdf
http://www.alliedfamilies.com/uploads/1/3/1/8/13181256/cemp_upchurch.pdf
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vii.  FRANCES UPCHURCH was born in Aug 1824 in Upson County, Georgia, USA. 
Generation 2 (con’t) 

 
viii.  BARBARY UPCHURCH was born in 1826. 
 

Keaton Upchurch and Margaret Heath had the following children: 
 

ix.  LURIAH UPCHURCH was born in 1835 in Georgia, USA. She died about 1875 in 
Georgia, USA. 

x.  ELLENDER "ELLEN" UPCHURCH was born about 1835 in Georgia, USA. 
xi. ELBERT UPCHURCH was born in 1839. He died on 30 Aug 1862 in Manassas, 

Independent Cities, Virginia, USA. 
xii.  HENRY UPCHURCH was born in 1841 in Monroe County, Georgia, USA. He 

died on 01 Jul 1862 in Staunton, Independent Cities, Virginia, USA. 
xiii.  CALVIN C. UPCHURCH was born in Aug 1845 in Georgia, USA. He died on 04 

Aug 1932 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. 
xiv.  THOMAS H. UPCHURCH was born in Jul 1852 in Georgia, USA. He died about 

1911 in Macon, Bibb, Georgia, USA. 
 

5.  THOMAS GAY UPCHURCH (Charles I) was born on 28 Nov 1797 in Wake County, North 
Carolina, USA. He died on 23 Jun 1885 in Clay County, Alabama, USA. He married (2) 
PATIENCE C. BARNES on 06 Jan 1825 in Henry County, Georgia, USA. She was born in 1806 
in North Carolina, USA. She died in 1883 in Ashland, Clay, Alabama, USA. 

 
Thomas Gay Upchurch had the following child: 

i.  UNKNOWN UPCHURCH was born about 1823. 
 

Thomas Gay Upchurch and Patience C. Barnes had the following children: 
 

ii.  WILLIS J. UPCHURCH was born on 28 Nov 1826 in Henry County, Georgia, 
USA. He died on 28 Nov 1910 in Clay County, Alabama, USA. 

iii.  THOMAS GAY "TOM" UPCHURCH JR was born on 07 Mar 1827 in Georgia, 
USA. He died in 1860 in Louisiana, USA. 

iv.  UNKNOWN UPCHURCH was born in 1829. 
v.  JETHRO WILSON "PONY" UPCHURCH was born on 09 Jul 1831 in Henry 

County, Georgia, USA. He died on 27 Mar 1896 in Ashland, Franklin, Georgia, 
USA. 

vi.  WILLIAM BARNES UPCHURCH was born on 09 Jul 1831 in Henry County, 
Georgia, USA. He died on 28 Oct 1862 in Knoxville, Knox, Tennessee, USA. 

vii.  MARTHA UPCHURCH was born in 1833 in Georgia, USA. 
viii.  RHODA A "RODIE" UPCHURCH was born in 1835 in Georgia, USA. 
ix.  MARY ELIZABETH UPCHURCH was born on 24 Mar 1837 in Georgia, USA. 

She died on 26 Apr 1916. 
x.  JOHN C. "JOHNIE" UPCHURCH was born in 1839 in Georgia, USA. He died on 03 

May1863. 
xi.  MARGARET J. "MAT" "MALLIE" UPCHURCH was born in 1844 in Georgia, USA. 
xii.  JOSEPH EATON UPCHURCH was born on 10 Aug 1844 in Carroll County, 

Georgia, USA. He died on 24 May 1915 in Clay County, Alabama, USA. 
 

6.  CHARITY S. UPCHURCH (Charles I) was born in 1798 in North Carolina, USA. She died after  
1880 in Georgia, USA.  
 
 

http://www.alliedfamilies.com/uploads/1/3/1/8/13181256/thomas_gay_upchurch_jr._biofile.pdf
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Generation 2 (con’t) 
 

Charity S. Upchurch had the following children: 
 

i.  WILLIAM LEWIS HOUSTON GREEN was born about 1823 in Hancock County, 
Georgia, USA. He died on 13 Dec 1893. 

ii.  JOHN MICHAEL "DUMP" UPCHURCH was born on 01 Jul 1829 in Henry County, 
Georgia, USA. He died on 03 Mar 1903 in Wellington, Collingsworth, Texas, 
USA. 

iii.  JAMES MONROE UPCHURCH was born on 16 Jan 1834 in Henry County, 
Georgia, USA. He died on 13 Dec 1892 in Cass County, Texas, USA. 

 
V. Supplementary Resources Providing Information Pertinent to the Family of Charles  
       Upchurch I 
 
 There is a Charles Upchurch Family Tree on Ancestry.com created and owned by Allied 
Families.  Allied Families will use volunteer Tree Masters to expand this tree.  Permission will 
be granted to those who wish to see the tree.   
 The Allied Families Homepage has a link to Resources under which details for the 
Charles Upchurch Family may be found.  Note especially the Biofile Section where we plan to 
post the Biofiles for Charles, his children, and grandchildren. Volunteer Transcribers are needed 
to help with this undertaking. 
 The Allied Families Projects file is evolving and will provide options for the members of 
the Charles Upchurch Family to participate. 
 
 

V.I 
EXCERPTS FROM THE UPCHURCH BULLETIN 

 
UB VOL  1, NO 1, P 13        JAN 1980 
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UB VOL 1, NO 2, P 53       APRIL 1980 
 

 
 

UB VOL 2, NO 1, P 15       JAN 1981 

UB VOL 2, NO 2, P 15        APRIL 1981  
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UB VOL 3, NO 1, P 11        JAN 1982 

UB VOL 3, NO 3, P 91         JULY 1982 
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UB VOL 3, NO 4, P 131         OCT 1982 
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UB VOL 3, NO 4, PP 133 – 145        OCT 1982 
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UB VOL 4, NO 1, P 13         JAN 1983 

UB VOL 5, NO 2, P 49         APRIL 1984 

UB VOL 6, NO 2, P 53         APRIL 1985 
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UB VOL 6, NO 4, P 135         OCT 1985 
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UB VOL 7, NO 2, P 45         APRIL 
1986 
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UB VOL 7, NO 2, P 47         APRIL 1986 

UB VOL 7, NO 3, P 89         JULY 1986 
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UB VOL 7, NO 4, PP 155, 157       OCT 1986 
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UB VOL 8, NO 3, P 89         JULY 1987 
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UB VOL 8, NO 4, PP 127, 129        OCT 1987 
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UB VOL 9, NO 4, P 125         OCT 1988 
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UB VOL 9, NO 4, P 131         OCT 1988 
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UB VOL 10, NO 1, PP 9 – 13        JAN 1989 
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UB VOL 10, NO 2, P 53         APRIL 1989 
 

UB VOL 10, NO 3, PP 91, 93        JULY 1989 
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UB VOL 11, NO 2, PP 61, 63        APRIL 1990 

 

 

UB VOL 11, NO 3, P 97         JULY 1990 
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UB VOL 12, NO 3, PP 85, 87        JULY 1991 
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UB VOL 13, NO 4, P 147         OCT 1993 
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UB VOL 14, NO 2, PP 47, 49        APRIL 1993 
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UB VOL 15, NO 3, P 91        JUL 1994 
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UB VOL 16 NO 1 P 59         APRIL 1995 
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UB VOL 16, NO 4, PP 139 - 141        OCT 1995 
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UB, VOL 17, NO 1, PP 5, 7        JAN 1996 
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UB VOL 17, NO 3, PP 93 - 99       JUL 1996 
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UB VOL 20, NO 2, PP 59       APR  1999 
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UB VOL 20, NO 3, PP 89, 91        JUL 1999 
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UB VOL 23, NO 1, PP 15 – 19       JAN – JUNE 2002
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UB VOL 27, NO 1, P 15        JAN – JUN 2017 

 

 

UB VOL 28 NO 2 P 60         JUL - DEC 2007 
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UB VOL 29 NO 2, PP 69 – 73        JUL - DEC 2008 
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UB VOL 31, NO 1, P 27         JAN – DEC 2010 
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UB VOL 32, NO 1, P 25         JAN – DEC 2011 
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UB VOL 33, NO 1, P 16       JAN – DEC 2012 

 

 


