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William Churchwell (Upchurch) Carpenter   no XID 
 

Commentary: See organizational note under #1 on page three for an explanation surrounding 
the controversy over William Churchwell’s parentage. 
 
Acknowledgements: This Biofile was transcribed by UAFA Director of Biofile Transcription, 
Carla J. Michaels! 
 
(no number) Condensation of Pedigree Charts in letter 26 Feb 2010 Mary Jo Gerg to RPU 
From email 2 Mar 2010 Mary Jo Tarrant to RPU. She confirms she is daughter of Genevieve 
Britton Carpenter and Joseph Melvin Gerg and hence is nee Mary Jo Gerg. See next page 
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(no number) Extract of emails 2 Apr 2015 & 12 May 2015 – Mary Jo Gerg to RPU – Re: 
Moccasin Creek Area, NC – RPU 17 May 2015, email 25 Apr 2015: 
 
I. Hezekiah Massey, Sr 
 A. Richard Massey 1696 – 1740 
  1. William Massey 1730 – 1783 
   a. Noel Posey Massey 1755 – 1828 
    i. Jonathan Benjamin Massey 1780 – 1828 
     (I) Emily Massey 1818 – 1898 
      (A) Thomas Orrin Burwell 1853 – 1913 
       (1) Mary Daniel Burwell 1879 – 1953 
        (a) Genevieve Britton Carpenter  
        1915 – 1961 
        married ( ) Joseph Melvin Gerg 
         (i) Mary Jo Gerg 
Email 17 May 2014 
1 – 6 = possible useful information 
 1. Abel Strickland married 29 Nov 1816 (Wake Co, NC) 
 2. Charlotte Massey 
 3. Matthew Strickland married 5 Jan 1774 (Bute Co, NC) 
 4. Mary Perry 
 5. Matthew Strickland married 10 Jan 1803  
 6. Nancy Bunn (Wake Co, NC) 
 
I. William Churchwell Carpenter 
married Malvina Belvin Carpenter 1805 – 1868 
 A. John Newsum Carpenter 
 B. Perry Strickland Carpenter 
 
I. Matthew Strickland (same as 3 or 5?? – RPU) 
 A. Mary Strickland  possible grandparents of Mary Jo Gerg 
 married ( ) John Hopkins 
  
Organizational Note: 
In 1803 the NC State Legislature authorized five Upchurch children of Franklin Co, NC to 
change their last name from Upchurch to Carpenter. In keeping with the usual practice of RPU 
the basic biofiles for these individuals will be kept under the Upchurch name but with a brief 
cross-reference under the Carpenter name. The scheme is as follows: 
 
Biofiles kept under:   Cross-referenced as: 
Simeon Upchurch   Simeon Carpenter, Jr 
Samuel Benjamin Upchurch  Samuel Benjamin Carpenter, Sr 
Jubal Upchurch, II   Jubal Carpenter, Sr 
William Churchwell Upchurch1 William Churchwell Carpenter1 
Winifred Upchurch   Winifred Carpenter 
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1The “William” part of this name has been called into question and while the William Part will 
continue to be used for the present this person will be cross-referenced as Churchwell Upchurch 
AKA Churchwell Carpenter. 
 
(1) AL Census Records in letter 12 Apr 1997 Catherine Lee Lambert to RPU 
Churchwell [William Churchwell Upchurch] appears in the 1830 Greene County Census on 
same record as his father John [John Carpenter] 
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(2) From letter 12 Apr 1997 Catherine Lee Lambert to RPU 
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This document shows that Churchwell Carpenter [William Churchwell Upchurch  
Carpenter], Jubal Upchurch [Jubal Upchurch, II  Jubal Carpenter, SR] were on 28 Mar 1836 
confirmed as executors of the estate of John Carpenter and that they along with Jethro Harrison 
and Jonathan Cockrell were bonded for $40,000 to William B Street, Judge in Orphan’s Court 
for performance. [This is taken to mean the estate of John Carpenter was valued at $40,000 – 
RPU] 
 
(3) See Biofile of John Carpenter-entry 27 JUL 1986. 
I.  Benjamin Upchurch–Head of Clan 
 A.  Elizabeth Upchurch married John Carpenter. They were in Greene, County AL when 
 John died leaving Elizabeth a widow with children. Record appears 9 APR 1838 –Greene 
 County, AL Orphans Court Book D page 390- John Carpenter deceased- his son Jubal 
 Carpenter- Administrator. Details show: 
 
I.  John Carpenter died <9 APR 1838.  
Married Elizabeth ( ) [Elizabeth Upchurch] Still living APR 1838. 
 A. Ludwell Carpenter [James Ludwell Carpenter] 
 B. Benjamin Carpenter [Samuel Benjamin (Upchurch) Carpenter] 
 C. Jubal Carpenter [Jubal (Upchurch) Carpenter]  
 D. Churchwell Carpenter [William Churchwell (Upchurch) Carpenter] 
 E. Winifred Sanderford [Winifred (Upchurch) Carpenter] [deceased <APR 1838]  
 Married James Sanderford. 
 F. Elizabeth Williams [Elizabeth Carpenter] [deceased <APR 1838]  
 Married Lawrence Williams.   
 G. Mary Rainey [Mary Carpenter] [deceased <APR 1838]  
 Married James H. Rainey.  
 H. Simeon Carpenter [deceased <APR 1838] 
  1. Furney L. Carpenter 
  2. Thomas Carpenter 
  3. Rowena Carpenter 
  4. Elizabeth Carpenter 
  5. Jubal Carpenter 
  6. Stephen Carpenter 
  7. Nancy Carpenter 
 I. Nancy Richardson [died <APR 1838] [Nancy Carpenter] 
  1. Julia A. Richardson 
  2. Milly M. Richardson  
  3. Elizabeth Richardson 
 J. Harriet Lutt [died <APR 1838] [Harriet Carpenter]  
 married ____Lutt 
  31. John Z. Lutt 
  2. James H. Lutt 
  3. Nancy J. Lutt 
  4. W. Lutt 
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(4) See letter 26 Feb 1997 Catherine Lambert to RPU 
I. Benjamin Upchurch – Head of Clan 
 A. Elizabeth Upchurch married John Carpenter 
  1. William Churchwell Upchurch  1803 William Churchwell Carpenter born  
  about 1801 (NC) died 7 Dec 1850  
  married 9 Aug 1824 (Wake Co, NC) Melvina Hopkins “Belvy” – Bondsman was  
  Peter Hopkins. Eleven children listed.  
  WCC resided in Pickens Co, AL. 
 
[Note: For WCC the following was on the Master Outline as of 14 Mar 1997 but not in biofile – 
hence must be in as yet unextracted material – RPU 
 
WCC born 1801 (1802), buried Old Bethany Cemetery, Pickens Co, AL married Malvina 
Belvedes Hopkins “Belvy” born May 1808 ( ) died 28 Jun 1968. 
 
See letter 30 Mar 1984 Grace Williamson to RPU 
From NC Genealogical Journal Jan 1976 Issue 
Simeon Upchurch, Benjamin Upchurch, Jubel Upchurch, Wineford Upchurch and *Churchill 
Upchurch changed their names to Carpenter = 1803 Franklin Co, NC. 
 
1810 Census – Franklin Co, NC shows a Benjamin Carpenter and a Simeon Carpenter 
1800 Census – Franklin Co, NC shows A Jubal Upchurch and a Benjamin Upchurch 
 
*Note: Presume this should be read as Churchwell – RPU 
 
(5) From letter 12 Apr 1997 Catherine Lee Lambert to RPU 
I. Benjamin Upchurch – Head of Clan 
 A. Elizabeth Upchurch 
  1. William Churchwell Carpenter 
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Extract (copy) placed in biofiles of: William Churchwell Carpenter 
     Melvina Hopkins 
     Peter Hopkins 
     William Carpenter  brothers 
     John Carpenter 
 
William Churchwell Upchurch  Carpenter was named the father of a child born May 1824 to 
Delency Crawley 
 
(6) See biofile of Elizabeth Upchurch (XID – 15711) entry 12 May 1988 
Churchwell Carpenter born 1801 died 7 Dec 1850 
Buried Old Bethany Cemetery, Pickens Co, AL 
married Malvina --- --- 
 
(7) See biofile of Eleanor Richardson – entry 24 Jun 1991 
I. Thomas Carpenter born 1743 (Botetourt Co, VA) died 6 Aug 1803 (Nash Co, NC)  
married Mary Lee born < 4 Jul 1771 (Edgecombe Co, NC) 
 A. John Carpenter died 1838 (Greene Co, AL)  
 married Elizabeth Upchurch [presumed daughter of Benjamin Upchurch – Head of Clan 
 – RPU] 
  1. Churchwell Upchurch born circa 1801 died 7 Dec 1850 (name changed to  
  Churchwell Carpenter – 1804) 
  married Melvina Hopkins born May 1808 died 28 Jun 1868 
 
(8) Kinfolks of Franklin Co, NC, Page 141 
Deed Book 20 Page 232 Churchwell Carpenter deed of trust to John Carpenter 1 Jan 1822 
 



9 
 

 
 

(9) Re: Churchwell Upchurch (Churchwell Carpenter) see biofile of Mrs William F Tarrant 
who is a cooperator and a descendant of Churchwell (Upchurch) Carpenter, 17 Dec 1990 
 


