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Bill Branom Passes Away

' James W. (Bill) Branom was
born January 4, 1916 West of
Lehigh, Ok, and died February
22, 1989 at Durant, Oklahoma at

the age of 73.

Funeral services were held at

. the Lehigh Baptist Church

\

Saturday, February 25, 1989 at

111:00 a.m. Burial was in the

'\Lehjgh Cemetery with Epperson

@D;

XFuneral service in charge.

Bill was the son of James
Washington and Mary Serena
Farmer Branom.

Bill attended school at
Friendship and Lehigh where he
graduated from High School.
He entered the C.C.C. then
volunteered for Army service
and served under General

. George Patton until the end of

.@;_4—&)

a+aA

f

I Isap) oDl

World WarIl.

He married Anna Nelson
Scruggs in 1947. They made
their home in California where
both worked in Defense work.
His wife, Anna, died in
November of 1984. After her
death, Bill retired and moved

; back to this vicinity. He lived if

Lehigh 2 years and was living in
Atoka at the time of his death. -

Always active in church
work, Bill especially enjoyed
singing and sang with a group of
Sr. Citizens of Atoka. They
often visited Numng Homes of
the Area.

Survivors are: one daughter

Marjorie Santi of Oklahoma City; -

two stepsons, John David of
Fullerton, - Cslifornia and
Rhonald Scruggs of San Diego,
California; one sister, Okla
Northcutt, Tulsa, - Oklahoma;
two brothers, Sherman Branom

of Lehigh, and John Quenton .

Branom of Wichita, Kansas;
eleven grandchildren; five great-
grandchildren, and several nieces
and nephews and a host of

- friends.

—

R ptem—

. Truly, Bill was akind, gentle
Christian man who loved his
family and the Lord dearly. He
will be missed greatly.

Services were conducted by
Reyv. Richard Beak, Hammond,
Indiana; Rev. Ted Hicks, Dallas,

JAMES W.

Texas and Rev Lee Newbcn'y. ‘ ..

Lehigh. Music was by the.Atoka . |
Senior Citizens Gospel Singers.-:

Pallbearers were: Bemlce.; :

Estes, Harold Estes, Paul Estes e
Dcvalson Wheeler, Freddle Bnee 4
and Willie Osborne, * Sk
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named for the town) was the fourth child in a family of eight. (See
Branom and Dobson Families)

Ruby Elizabeth Dobson, b, 5 Mar., 1909, Copeville, Tx., became the
bride of Sherman, 31 Dec., 1929, at Durant, Ok.. I was a senior in
high school, so I stayed in school and graduated in May, 1930, at
Lehigh.,.

Sherm worked in the oil field in Okla. City, seven days a week,

12 hours a day and made $126.00 a month. We established our first home,
the company (I.T.I.O., which became Cities Service) let us have a

lot and we built our home. There were nine young married couples in

the Handl Camp and we became a close-knit group. Have been getting
together for annual picnics the first Sunday in June since.

As both of us grew up on the farm we didn"t mind the long
hours. But oil prices dropped to 40¢ a barrel and not worth pro-
ducing. Gov. Bill Murray called out the National Guard and closed down <
the field. Out of a job, we sold our house and moved back to Lehigh.
Sherm got a job, helping F. L. Bowers run the thrasher. Took $2.00
a day pay in graln--outs and wheat 15¢ a bushel and in the fall
corn 15¢ a bushel. We bought ten cows, milked and sold raw mllk,
then raised a lot of hogs.

on the 3rd day of June, 1932, our son Billy Joe (B. J.) was
born. He was a joy and delight to all our families.

Then the oil company called Sherm to come back to work July
1, 1932. Sherm sold 31 Duroc Jersey hogs for $1.00 each and the
poor feller who bought them lost money. Family members looked after
our cows and we moved back to Okla. City.

On 4th day of sfay, 1938, Sheren& came to live with us and has

been a treasure since.

The oil field work meant changing hours monthly as Sherm was

27
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O - con7TEPVEN
a pumper now and he didn't like all the changing. Most of all he

had Coal County soil under his finger nails and hard as farming was
and as little pay, he longed for a plet of land. So we scrimped,

9
F00. .
saved and bought our first 60 acres in 1937. The place where we now

live and have owned since 1940 :giga?or s1 an acre before we married.
I kidded him and told him we might afford it. He said, "No, it's
all alcali plots and wouldn't sprout peas.” Well, he's made it
even grow alfalfa and peas. By soil bunilding practices, planting
peas broadcast and turning them under as a green manure crop (he
became known as the black eyed peas man). He would let people come
gather all they wanted before plowing them under. People even came
from neighborning counties. He built twin ponds (stocked with fish)
on hillside from barn, house and garden. He put in water lines
from pond and we can irrigate and raise anything that will grow in
the climate. Anyone can, with water and TLC. We moved back to the
farm May 4, 1942.

The best crop we've ever grown has been our children. Both
attended Friendship school, with me as theif teacher for five years.
Both graduated from Coalgate ., Bill in 1950 and Sherena in 1955.

Four years later Bill graduated from 0.S.U., Stillwater, Ok.
Sherﬁna attended E.C.U. one year, majoring in music. She came home,
said"I'm changing. I got a job at Sugg Clinic to be a technician.”

Anne M. Moore, b. 25 Aug., 1935, Duncan, Ok., married our Bill
20 June, 1954, They have given us two lovely granddaughters, Deborah
Lynn, b. 2 May, 1355, Columbus, Ga., and Stephanie Kay, b. 9 Aug.,
1959, Sparta, Wi. She is now Mrs. Martin Wyant, Dallas, Tx.

After college graduation, Bill was a Lt. in R.O.T.C. and spent
four years on active duty as a laisson officer and flew every type
plane Uncle Sam had. After discharge, he went back to 0.S.U. and
took one year of graduate work. But his life time ambition had been

25
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to fly a plane. So he started out as an instructor, then went with
American Air Lines. He is a captain and still with them=--thinks he
has the besf job in the world. He lives in Beéford, TX.

Sherene married Nick Lolli, 10 Nov., 1960. Nick and his mother,
Pauline, ran Red's Grouwery for years. Nick was born 20 Dec., 1932,

They have given us Steve, 21 May, 1962. Steve graduated from
E.C.U. in 1984 and now works in Bryan County Na{ioﬁal Bank, Caddo, Ok.

Kristi, b. 11 Oct., 1965, will be in her third year of college
at'O.U., training to be a dental hygienist.

Judy, b. 7 Oct., 1969 will be in llth grade at Coalgate.

when we moved back to the farm we tore down two old houses and
built our home with a saw, hammer, main strength and awkwardness.
Not much to look at, but warm shelter where love abides.

The opportunity to teach came as people were moving to defense
work. I enrolled at E.C.U., Ada, and became a war emergency teacher
for five years.

Then near tragedy--I had to spend six weeks in a cancer clinic
in 1949, It took a while to recover but I was able to go to work as
a social worker in 1957 and worked for 17 years. I met and worked
with and for so.many wonderful people.

Sherm and I have always been active in community affairs, the
Church of Christ, and both served on all sorts of boards and projects.
Sherm has been a director in Soil Conservation for over 30 years,
as well as S.0.D.A., F.H.A., Polled Herefords and Progressive Polled
Herefords; me, "Polletts" for 25 years. We've gone on bus tours to
ranches all over the state and tours have visited us five times.

I have been in Eastern Star for 30 years, Past Worthy Matron, Lamel

Study Club, Democratic Club. Extension Cclub ranks high as "Best

on the Job Training" active in Friendship H.M. since we married and

lived in Coal County since 1911 escept while Sherm worked in the

?q
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Ruby Branom Sherman Branom Family

oil field.
Thankful daily for all Life's Blessings, this is our 56th

year together.

Ruby was Oklahoma S.E. District Extension Representative (19 Counties) in 1952-

1954, Chosen as Coal County Extension Homemaker of the year twice, and was S.E. District

Homemaker of the year in 1979. Ruby served six years as Delegate at Large for A& M (0SU)
Program Planning and Advisory Committee. In 1984 the Branoms were selected as the Coal

County "Great American Family." (this was added by a friend)

Cay
[
\’)
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El Velma Cunmngham Passes Away

QA  Velma Branom Cunningham meces and nephews and ahost and mother. She left. many
- was bom July 4, 1900-in Dodd  of friends. friends in this area as well asin
City, Texas'and died February - Velma was a devoted wife California. i
20, 1989 in- San. Diego, ]4:-_!.9_!——-—5_5..-_'.— g e e e -~
California, Funeral services ]
were February 22 in California.
Pallbearers were her grandsons |
and great-grandsons.: ‘: |
i8] - Her folks, the/ J. W (Jxm) '
-—  Branom’ famxly moved to Coal
— County in 1910, where they
— lived West'of Lehigh. - L

i
, |
©+aA Velma and Ed C\inmngham |

— were married. in Lehigh, |
— December 24, 1915 (74 years' \
— ago).*

Atatat o Their four clnldxen were bom

— here and attended school . at
— Lehigh and Olney. The family
— moved to San Dlego, California

— in1941.

€ Velma was preceded in de~h
> by one son, Leo. ‘Also, a
D) brother, J. W. (Bill) Branom of
— Atoka, passed away February
— 22, 1989 Survjyors include: her
4 husband, Ed’ 6f the home; a
2 daughter, Lillian Stephan; two
A sons, Jim Cunningham of San
A Diego, and Dave Cunningham of
— Arthur. City, Texas; two
N brothers, Sherman Branom “of
a Coalgate and. John 'Quenton
— Branom of Wichita, Kansas; &
A sister, Okla Northcott, of Tulsa;
— twelve grandchildren; several -
- great-grandchxldren, and several

Om——
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