
1 
 

 
 

Benjamin Washington Upchurch  XID – 48823 
James Upchurch, V/ Alfred Upchurch Sub-clan – Benjamin Washington Upchurch Line 

 
Acknowledgements: This Biofile was transcribed by Carla J. Michaels, one of UAFA’s most 
valued volunteers and an avid historian! 

 
(1) Letter 13 Nov 1981 Mayfred Upchurch to RPU 
CSA Benjamin W Upchurch – Co B, 13 Batt, NC Inf, Pvt, Pvt 
 
(2) Benjamin Washington Upchurch married Virginia A Mathews 4 Oct 1865 (married 5 Oct 
1865?) by J T Webb, JP, Witness = S(ion) M Upchurch, Clerk B H Sorsley per “Early Marriages 
in Nash Co, NC” (2) 
 
(3) Census Records – Nash Co, NC 
1850 (1144-1154) Alfred Upchurch 45 male 
   Harriett Upchurch 47 female [Harriet Hopkins] 
   Calvin Hopkins 17 male 
   Benjamin ---  5 F [probably error – RPU] 
        [should be male] 
        [assume Benjamin Washinton  
        Upchurch – RPU] 
 
1880 (176/8)  Benjamin W Upchurch WM 35 born NC 
   [Benjamin Washington Upchurch] 
   Virginia Ata Upchurch  13 born NC dau 
   Benjamin W Upchurch  9 born NC son 
   Virginia R Upchurch   33 born NC 
   [Virginia A Matthews] 
   Henry C Upchurch   4 born NC son 
   [Henry Clay Upchurch] 
   Harriett M Upchurch   1/12 born NC dau 
 
1900  (60/16)  Benjamin Upchurch   W 55 born NC Nov 1845 
   [Benjamin Washington Upchurch] 
   Katie Upchurch  W 48 born NC 
   Boykin J Creekmore    33 born NC Feb 1847 
   [brother in law] 
   Fannie Warren    72 Se  Apr 1878 
   [servant? – RPU]  
   Alfred Wheless   33 Bo  Jan 1867 
   [boarder? – RPU] 
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(4) Julian Emmett Upchurch, Jr born 9 Oct 1933 owns a drugstore outside of Durham, NC. He 
married Betty Ashburn born 21 Oct 1934. Julian Emmett Upchurch, Jr was a son of Julian 
Emmett Upchurch, Sr born 5 Apr 1896 died 9 Aug 1958, grandson of Henry Clay Upchurch born 
22 Jul 1875 died 18 Jan 1906 and great grandson of Benjamin Washington Upchurch born 28 
Nov 1844 died 15 Jan 1927, whom see. 
 
(5) See notes of RPU call to Ann Upchurch 20 Jan 185 
 Henry Clay Upchurch married Lilly Edwards and they had one child, a son – Julian 
Emmett Upchurch, Sr, when Lilly was age 16. Henry was a ne’er-do-well and died an alcoholic 
at age 31. Benjamin Washington Upchurch took over the care of Julian and left him well fixed. 
Benjamin Washington Upchurch is buried in the cemetery at Spring Hope. Ann says the second 
wife of Benjamin Washington Upchurch was Kate Creedmore (not Creekmore). Kate Creedmore 
in her later years stayed with her daughter who married an Abernathy. Lilly Edwards married a 
second time. 
 
(6) See notes of RPU call 20 Jan 185 to Julian Emmett Upchurch, Jr. 
 Benjamin Washington Upchurch served in the CSA when quite young and his hand was 
injured. BW could open it but could not close it. Julian has the Benjamin Washington Upchurch 
Bible and will check it out for me. He also has the BWU will. 
 
(7) [RPU analysis shows that in the Richard Upchurch, III/ Sion Upchurch Sub-clan, Sion 
Upchurch had a son identified in a 8 Dec 1834 deed as Albert but later analysis concludes that 
this 1834 deed should be read as Alfred Upchurch, not Albert Upchurch. Hence BWU is son of 
Alfred Upchurch/ grandson of Sion Upchurch and great grandson of Richard Upchurch, III (Clan 
Head).] 
 
(8) See correspondent file – Julian Emmett Upchurch, Jr – info came from Mrs G H West who in 
her 7 Nov 77 letter to RPU says “And there is a chart which gives the line of an Upchurch who 
owns a drugstore outside of Durham. I have labeled the generations. I sent him the form and he 
has filled it in. You will see from it that the generation of about 1810 is missing. He did not seem 
interested enough to find this one. It could be another Benjamin or some of the Tax Lists might 
indicate.” 
 
I. Benjamin Washington Upchurch born 28 Nob 1844 did 15 Jan 1927  
married Kate Creekmore born 31 Oct 1851 died 2 Sep 1937 
 A. Henry Clay Upchurch born 22 Jul 1875 died 18 Jan 1906  
 married Lillie Edwards born 1879 died 1969 
  1. Julian Emmett Upchurch, Sr born 5 Apr 186 died 9 Aug 1958 
  married Verna Leary born 24 Mar 189 
   i. Julian Emmett Upchurch, Jr born 9 Oct 1933 [“The Druggist”] 
   married Betty Ashburn born 21 Oct 1934 
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    (I) David Emmett Upchurch born 2 Aug 1959 
    (II) Michael Arthur Upchurch born 21 Sep 1961 
 
(9) See letter 22 Apr 1985 Ann Marie Upchurch to RPU 
I. Benjamin Washington Upchurch 
 A. Henry Clay Upchurch 
  1. Julian Emmett Upchurch, Sr 
   i. Julian Emmett Upchurch, Jr 
   ii. Ann Marie Upchurch born 30 Mar 1927 (Norfolk, VA) 
   married 12 Jul 1952 (Spring Hope, NC) Frederick Garland Chamblee born 
   20 Jun 1921 (Spring Hope, NC) 
    (I) Ann Claire Chamblee born 27 Jun 1955 (Statesville, NC) 
    married Miles Phillip Crowitz 
     (A) Christopher Philip Crowitz 
     (B) Jean Garland Chamblee 
   iii. Ida Jean Upchurch died circa 18 months of age in Norfolk, VA 
 
(10) See letter 23 Jul 1989 Vicki Marie Barefoot to RPU 
 CSA records – Benjamin W Upchurch, Co B, 13 Battalion, NC Infantry – Private/ 
Private. Enlisted 14 Aug 1862 in Nash Co, NC. Noted present for May & Jun 1863. 
 
(11) [Note – a revisiting of several records leads to uncertainty about the line of BWU. The 
analysis in (7) could be true but note that on the 1850 Census of Nash Co, NC (see (3)) BWU is 
in the home of presumed father Alfred Upchurch age 44 and Alfred’s 2nd wife Mrs Harriet ---  
(---) Hopkins. This particular Alfred Upchurch is presumed to be the son of James Upchurch, V, 
Head of Clan. Thus, it appears that BWU could be a child of the 2nd of the three wives of Alfred 
Upchurch, son of James Upchurch, V – RPU] 
 
(12) From The NC Genealogical Society Journal Vol 22, No 1, Feb 199?, Page 24 – From Nash 
Co, NC Records – Appointment of Executors, Administrators, Guardians 1869 – 1907, Entry 
284, 5 Apr 1897. 
Virginia A Upchurch died intestate. B W Upchurch appointed to administer, but who renounced 
in favor of B H Bunn. 
[Note: Other data indicates BWU = Benjamin Washington Upchurch and that Virginia A 
Upchurch was his 1st wife nee Virginia A Matthews. No other reference to this B H Bunn has 
been found – RPU] 
 
(13) The Batchelor Family by Lyle Keith Williams – Page 214, 215 
I. Timothy Creekmore died 1834  
married Nancy Batchelor born about 1773 (Nash Co, NC). [See Reference for more detail/ 
ancestors of these two.] They had six children all born in Nash Co, NC including: 
 A. Thomas F Creekmore born 25 Apr 1814 (Nash Co, NC) died 27 Feb 1890  
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 married 6 Feb 1833 Elizabeth Sykes born 2 Nov 1814 died 14 May 1880. They had 8 
 children including: 
  1. Josiah Gordon Creekmore born 22 Jun 1844 died 25 Jan 1914 
  married Annie Eliza Gay born 14 Feb 1841, daughter of Henderson Gay & Eunice 
  Upchurch 
   a. Lula Kinsey Creekmore 
   b. Ann Laura Creekmore 
   c. Wyatt Henderson Creekmore 
   d. Minnie Iva Creekmore 
   e. Sarah Geneva Creekmore 
   f. Cleora Almeda Creekmore 
   g. Joseph Wilborne Creekmore 
  2. Catura Creekmore “Kate” born 31 Oct 1851 died 2 Sep 1937 
  married ( ) Benjamin Washington Upchurch born 23 Nov 1844 died 15 Jan 1927 
   a. Henry Clay Upchurch born 22 Jul 1875 died 18 Jan 1936 
 
(14) See Cemetery Records – Spring Hope Cemetery, Spring Hope, NC 
Benjamin Washington Upchurch 28 Nov 1844 – 15 Jan 1927 
wife = Kate Upchurch 31 Oct 1851 – 2 Sep 1937. 
Their son Henry Clay Upchurch is also buried here. 
 
(15) They Fought – The Story of Franklin County Men in the Years 1861 – 1865 
First Edition, 1969. This copy is 1995 (2nd) Edition 
 
1Mentioned in text – Page 107 – attached 
2Mentioned in text – Page 63, 106 – attached 
Note: On Page 73 “Buck” Upchurch is mentioned (see attachment) – [He is presumably one of 
the 9 listed above – RPU] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

 
 

 

 
 

(16) CSA Info from Vicki Marie Barefoot to RPU letter 3 Oct 1989. 
Benjamin W Upchurch Co B  66 NC Inf  Pvt/Pvt 
 Enlisted 4 Aug 1863 in Nash, Louisburg or Gaston, NC 
 Wounded 7 Jun 1864 
 Furloughed for 30 days on 24 Jul 1864 
 On muster roll for 1 Aug – 31 Dec 1864 in military hospital in Wilson, NC 
 
(17) Item in letter 13 Nov 1981 – Mayfred Upchurch to RPU 
CSA – Benjamin Upchurch [BWU] Co B, 66 NC Inf, Pvt-Pvt 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

 
 

(18) Item in letter 19 Dec 1995 Margaret Blanche Brown to RPU – from a NC newspaper 11 
Aug 1888 
 

 
RPU analysis – 1 Apr 2006 
This family is as follows: 
I. James Upchurch, V – Head of Clan 
 A. Alfred A Upchurch 
  1. Benjamin Washington Upchurch – “The enraged father” 
   a. Virginia Alia Upchurch born about 1867 (NC) [The only known   
   daughter of BWU of the right age to have eloped and married with a M---  
   --- Styles in Franklin Co, NC. Aided by Exum Wester who was shot by  
   the enraged BWU. 
 
(19) Census Alfred A Upchurch born about 1805 – Ancestry.com – RPU 25 Jun 2008 
 

1850 – Nash Co, NC 
Name born about age  
**Benjamin Hopkins – should be 
Upchurch?? – RPU 26 Jun 2008 
Same as below?** 

1845 5  

Calvin Hopkins 1837 17  
Alfred Upchurch  1805 45 farmer; $700,  
Harriett Upchurch 1803 47  

 

1860 – Mannings Township, Nash Co, NC PO Peachtree Grove 
Name born about age  
Alfred Upchurch 1805 55 farmer, $700/645 
Harriet Upchurch 1803 57 blind 
**Benjamin Upchurch – same as above? 1845 15 farmer; $700,  
Lucy Savage 1792 68  
Joseph Savage 1834 26  
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1870 – Union Township, Nash Co, NC PO Nashville 
Name born about age  
A A Upchurch 1805 65 farmer, $300 
Martha Upchurch 1846 24  
Lucy Sledge 1860 10 black 

 

1870 – Gold Mine Township, Franklin Co, NC PO Louisburg 
Name born about age  
James Upchurch 1828 42 tenant farmer, not found 

on 1850 or 1860 census 
Frances Upchurch 1839 31  
Peyton Upchurch 1861 9 farmer; $700,  
Bettie Upchurch 1865 5  
Albert Upchurch 1869 5/12  

 

1880 – Gold Mine Township, Franklin Co, NC  
Name born about age  
J C Upchurch 1826 54 farmer 
Frances Upchurch 1839 41 wife 
Peyton Upchurch 1862 18 son 
Mary L Upchurch 1865 15 daughter 
James A Upchurch 1870 10 son 
Robert Upchurch 1876 4 son 

 

1880 – Mannings Township, Nash Co, NC  
Name born about age  
Alfred Upchurch 1805 75  
Martha A Upchurch 1836 44 wife 
Mary J Upchurch 1873 7 daughter 
Anner A Upchurch 1876 4 daughter 

 

1900 – Sandy Creek Township, Franklin Co, NC  
Name born about age  
Paten A Wpchusch [Upchurch] 1860 40 head 
Georgeana Wpchusch [Georgina] 1857 43 [3, 3] 
Florra t Wpchusch 1893 7 dau 
Lida B Wpchusch 1895 5 dau 
Kate W Wpchusch 1898 2 dau 
Melissa A Gupton 1825 75 mother in law [10, 3] 
Romey T Jarbora 1886 14 servant 
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1900 – Gold Mine Township, Franklin Co, NC  
Name born about age  
James Upchurch Nov 1827 72  
Frances Upchurch May 1839 61  

 

1910 – Sandy Creek Township, Franklin Co, NC  
Name born about age  
Paton a Upchurch 1862 48 married 18 yes, abt 1892 
Georgiana Upchurch 1856 54 [4, 4] 
Lela Upchurch 1894 16  
Katie Upchurch 1897 13  
John Upchurch 1900 10  

 

1910 – Gold Mine Township, Franklin Co, NC  
Name born about age  
Frances U Upchurch – not found on 1920 
census 

1844 66 [4, 4] 

James A Upchurch 1870 40 son 
Lula Upchurch 1872 38 daughter in law 
Walter Park 1893 17 worker, mulatto 
Omega G Gupton   next door, mulatto 

 

1920 – Sandy Creek Township, Franklin Co, NC  
Name born about age  
Paton a Upchurch 1863 57  
Georgia A Upchurch 1856 64  
Laila B Upchurch 1896 24 dau 
Kate W Upchurch 1898 22 dau 
John C Upchurch 1901 19 son 

 

1930 – Sandy Creek Township, Franklin Co, NC  
Name born about age  
Payton A Upchurch 1863 67 widower 
John – son – next door    

 

1930 – Sandy Creek Township, Franklin Co, NC  
Name born about age  
John C Upchurch 1900 30 head, married ages 25, 29 
Swannie Upchurch 1902 28 wife 
L Mc Zena Upchurch 1926 4 dau 
Georges Nell Upchurch 1928 2 dau 
Lela Upchurch 1898 32 sister 
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I. James Upchurch, V – Head of Clan 
 A. Alfred A Upchurch 
 married (2nd) Harriet --- --- 
 married (3rd) Martha --- --- 
  1. James Calvin Upchurch 
  married ( ) Frances W Gupton 
   a. Peyton Andrew Upchurch 
   married ( ) Georgia Anna Gupton [mother = Melissa] 
    i. Flossie T Upchurch  
    ii. Lela Blanche Upchurch 
    iii. Kate W Upchurch 
    iv. John Calvin Upchurch 
    married ( ) Swannie --- --- 
     (I) Ella Upchurch 
     (II) Georgia Upchurch 
   b. Mary L Upchurch – AKA “Bettie” 
   c. James Albert Upchurch 
   married ( ) Lula G --- 
   d. Robert J Upchurch 
  2. Benjamin Washington Upchurch 
  3. Mary J Upchurch 
  4. Anna A Upchurch 
  5. Calvin Hopkins (stepson) 
 
(20) Upchurch Entries – 1880 Census – Nash Co, NC 
[Numbers below = entry number by township – CJM 1 Nov 2020] 
Griffin Township             XID 
1 Wm D Upchurch  WM 20 single  Famer [William D Upchurch]  37717 
2 Louisa L P Upchurch WF 62 mother  keeps house 
 [nee Louisa L P Edwards] 
 
Mannings Township 
B 3 William Upchurch  BM 59 married farmer 
L 4 Susan Upchurch BF 50 married wife, keeps house 
A 5 Julia A Upchurch BF 18 daughter single, domestic 
C 6 George A Upchurch BM 14 son  single, farm labor 
K 
 
7 Benjamin W Upchurch WM 55 married farmer     48823 
        [Benjamin Washington Upchurch]  
8 Virginia A Upchurch WF  33 married wife, keeps house [nee Virginia A  
        Matthews]   48824 
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9 Virginia Stu Upchurch WF 13 daughter school [Virginia Alta U] 48826 
10 Benjamin W Upchurch WM 9 son  [Benjamin W Upchurch] 48827 
11  Henry C Upchurch WM 4 son  [Henry Clay Upchurch] 48828 
12 Harriett M Upchurch WF 1/12 daughter [Harriet M Upchurch]  48829 
 
13 Alfred Upchurch WM 75 married [Alfred A Upchurch]  37680 
14 Martha A Upchurch WF 44 wife  keeps house [nee Martha A ---] --- 
15 Mary J Upchurch WF 7 daughter [Mary J Upchurch]  37688 
16  Anner A Upchurch WF 4 daughter [Anner A Upchurch]  37689 
 
B 17 James Upchurch BM 22 married 
L 18 Lena G Upchurch BF 17 wif  keeps house 
A 19 William Upchurch BM 1 son 
C 20 July Upchurch  BF 1/12 dau 
K 
 
Agricultural Schedule 
         Acres  Farm Value Value 
     Imp Unimp  Value Equip Stock 
1 William D Upchurch  rents 30 130  500 10 80  37717 
7 Benjamin W Upchurch owns 45 250  2000 75 200 
13 Alfred A Upchurch owns 29 85  800 50 90  37680 
---- 
Black 
3 William Upchurch rents 33 0  0 0 12 
17 James Upchurch rents 25 0  0 0 1 
 
Note: All white Upchurches are of the James Upchurch, I/ Alfred Upchurch Sub-clan 
 
(21) From letter 8 Aug 2001 Dorothy Victoria Hedgpeth to RPU 
[* for descendants see letter form Dorothy – RPU] 
Cross-file: Creekmore Family  Seymour Family 
 
Connections among Upchurch – Batchelor – Creekmore – Sledge Families: 
 
I. Stephen Batchelor born 1723 
 A. Samuel Batchelor born 1748 
 
1/2 siblings    Sallaine Sledge married ( ) Robert Phillip Upchurch 
 
 B. Nancy Batchelor born 1774 died 1851 
 married ( ) Timothy Creek More 
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  1. Thomas Flourenty Creekmore 
   a. Katura Creekmore 
   married ( ) Benjamin Washington Upchurch 
   b. Josiah Gordon Creekmore 
 
    Dorothy Victoria Hedgepeth 
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(22) From: “Historical Sketches of Franklin Co, NC” by Edward Hill Daws – 1948 Edwards & 
Broughton Publisher – 298 pages – Extracted by RPU in DAR Library in Washington, DA 16 
Jan 1980. 
Civil War Soldiers: (Franklin Co, NC) 
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Co B 47th Regt Maj Moore’s Roster 
 Richard Upchurch 
 Berkely Upchurch 
 J W Upchurch 
Co E 9th Regt 
 A J Upchurch 
 J N Upchurch 
Co 8 66th Regy – Inf 
 Benjamin Upchurch 
 
(23) See book – “They fought” by T H Pearce 
Re: Civil War Soldiers from Franklin C, NC 
 Ben Upchurch – Co B, 66th Regt 
 
(24) NC Marriages – 5 Sep 05 – Peterson – Nash Co 
Alfred Upchurch   Harriet Hopkins 3 Oct 1839 Nash 
Catharine Upchurch   Madison Culpepper 18 Jan 1847 Nash 
Benjamin W Upchurch male Virginia Matthews 5 oct 1865 Nash 
 
(25) Input to RPU from Hope Blackford via email 13 Oct 2012 Re: Post Offices in NC – 
apparently only 2 Upchurch Postmasters are on record - RPU 

 
[Names listed: Ellen Upchurch, B W Upchurch, Spring Hope, Nash, Pineview – CJM 2 Nov 
2020] 
Note:  

 Ellen Upchurch 
is nee Ellen Ruth Pugh wife of Solomon Franklin Upchurch, son of William Thomas 
Upchurch of the John Upchurch, III/ John Upchurch, VII Sub-clan – John Wesley 
Upchurch line. 

 BWU is Benjamin Washington Upchurch, Head of a line in the James Upchurch, V/ 
Alfred Upchurch Sub-clan 

 I went to the Post Office site on the internet to look up the PO at Green Level, Wake Co, 
NC. Found it as Greenlevel, Wake Co, NC – 4 Feb 1847 – 28 Feb 1954 First PM = 
Thomas J Utley 

Cross-file: FH/ SS = Internet sources; Post Office 
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(26) Bible of Thomas Flourenty Creekmore (1814 – 1890). Copy in letter 8 Aug 2001 Dorothy 
Victoria Hedgepeth to RPU. See her biofile for complete list of entries in the Bible. Items of 
interest to RPU. 
I. Timothy Creekmore  
married ( ) Nancy Batchelor 
 A. Thomas Flourenty Creekmore born 25 Apr 1814 
 married ( ) Eliza Sykes [Elizabeth Sykes] born 2 Nov 1814, daughter of Matthew Sykes 
 and Elizabeth --- -- 
  1. Katura Creekmore born 1 Oct 1851 
  married 28 Jun 1893 ( ) BWU [Benjamin Washington Upchurch] 
 
(no number) Upchurch Postmaster Appointments – RPU 19 Aug 2013 [Guidance from Gerald 
Thorp Leonard 29 Jul 2013] 
All US Appointments of US Postmasters, 1832 – 1971 results for Upchurch 
Reappointment: 1 & 3; 4 & 7; 9 & 10; 19 & 20 same individual = 36 & 37 
43 – 5 = 38 individual Upchurch Postmasters 
[Note: #17 – Benjamin W Upchurch – B W Upchurch Pineview, Nash, North Carolina 5 Sep 
1887 – CJM 2 Nov 2020] 
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