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Beckwith § loae 126

Albert G. 126, 132, 133, 286
Alvin 133

Annie Myrtle 303, 458, 459
Avey A. 292

Belinda Katherine 457, 674
Charles 458

Charles L. 302

Claud J. Ir. 302, 458
Claude Jackson 286, 302
Clinton Scott 458

Curtis Webster 302, 456
Diana 133

Dianna Leigh 674

Donald 458

Donnie Green 133, 286, 301
E.C.Jr. 306

Edgar Clyde 286, 306
Elizabeth Ann 771

Erastus Goodruth 771
Geraldine 302

Gilla (Gillie) Ann 546
Grace 305

Harold Edsel 302, 458
Hattie M. 286, 299

Hazel 300

Helen 458

Hoyle Edwin 302, 457

__ Willic Thomas 133

James Bennie 286, 303
James Norman 457, 674
Jimmie 305

Katie 305

Leonard 457, 458
Lydia M. 286,300
Maggic 286

Margaret 300

Nancy 305

Nancy Ann 133
Orenda Kenneth 305
Patricia L. 302, 457
Patrick Jackson 458
Peggy 458

Robert C. 133

Robert Clarence 286, 305
S. Manly 292

Sidney 133

VeraA. 302

William 292

William Clarence (Buster) 306

William Henderson 133, 154,
285. 286, 300

William Lattie 286, 300

William Rolland 300
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Alice, 66
Allison "A1", 112
Annie, 63

Arthur Franklin, 62
Avie Ann, 20
Barbara Jean, 62
Billy Wayne, 62
Bobbie Lee, 62
Clarence Needham, 61
Crystal Ann, 62
Daisy, 61
David, 62
Diane Marie, 62
Dixie Lee, 63
Donna, 62
Dorothy Jean, 63
Elizabeth Ann, 63
Elsie Faye, 62
Emma, 61
Emma Frances, 62
Eula, 59
Fab, 62
Faye, 61
Isaac Dawson, 62
Isley Iola, 60
Jennie, 57
Jack, 61
Joyce, 61 i
Leroy Allen, 62
Leroy Thomas, 62
Lisa Carol, 62
Madeiine, 61
Manley, 20
Mattie, 63
Michael Ray, 62
Minnie, 61
Nancy Ann, 84
Oscar Nathan '"Buddie' 62
Ol1ie Mae, 61
Patricia Ann, 62
_ Pattie, 61 -
Pattie Elizabeth, 62
Rastus D., Sr,, Jr., 61
Rastus G,, 62
Sallie, 61
Victor Allen, 62
William "Willie", 61
William Clyde, 61
William Henry, 57, 59
_William Robert, 63
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Green Level landowners
against incorporation

By ROBBIE ROBERTSON
Editor

At the heart of the debate over
incorporating the area of Green
Level is individual property owners’
rights.

Some owners of large tracts of
land say they’ll be left with property
that is not developable if Green
Level becomes a town. They say
Green Level will not be able to pro-
vide water and sewer as quickly or
efficiently as Apex or Cary. _

“If they make Green Level a town
we'll never get water and sewer
here,” said Barbara Beckwith, who
is the administrator of a 130-acre
estate,

“I've got this land that nobody can
do anything with without water and
sewer,"” she added.

Like many landowners, Beckwith
said the land isn't slated for devel-
opment, but would like the opportu-
nity if the need arose.

Beckwith said she had considered
trying to develop the property her-
self, but has not looked into it seri-
ously.

“It takes money to develop land,”
Beckwith said. “I would like to have
some say-so as to how many houscs
to put on the land.”

Beckwith said she had considered
a golf course with nice houses
around the borders.

Beckwith said she lives on 4.5
acres with a well and septic tank.
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She is also served by county fire and
rescue units.

Bill Upchurch, who lives on
Carpenter-Upchurch Road between
Cary and Morrisville, is another
landowner who wants to keep his
development options open. ;

Upchurch has 275 acres spread
throughout Morrisville and Green
Level, most of which consists of
tobacco farms. Land development is
his last option if the tobacco market
collapses.

“We raise tobacco, and we're in
kind of a perilous situation with this
tobacco, now,” Upchurch  said,
referring to increasing government
control over the crop.

“We farm it,” he added. “We don’t
want to sell it.”

Upchurch said his property on
Carpenter-Upchurch Road is bor-
dered on two sides by Cary and
Morrisville. His house is within 100
yards of the new high school.

“I could sell it tomorrow,”

Upchurch said. The 70-year old said
he fields at least one call per week
‘from developers hoping to buy his
land.

Being in the midst of such prime
real estate, Upchurch said annexa-
tion was inevitable.

“Someday they’ll take us,” he said.
“Someday we won’t raise tobacco.”

Upchurch said he hope to pass on
his property to his children.

Because of county regulations con-

Al ey

cerning land perking, Upchurch has
not been able to develop any of his
land.

Upchurch said one of his children
worked all summer trying to get a
lot approved.

Upchurch said he prefers water
and sewer services (and the taxes
they bring) over the uncertainty of
getting county approval for land
development.

And Upchurch said he prefers an
Apex or Cary to a Green Level for
Ccost reasons.

“I don’t think (Green Level) could
buy water, it's too expensive,”
Upchurch said. “You can't build
those mini systems anymare.”

Jim Tate and Chris Smith, the
prime organizers of the Green Level
Incorporation Movement, have
pledged to install water and sewer, if
it'is the public will.

Many large landowners in Green
Level doubt the fledgling town
would have enough money to pro-
vide such services.

“The law of econdtics is the
strongest law in the world,”
Upchurch said. '

Estimates from Apex's Director of
Public Works, Tim Donnelly, put the
figure for equipping a “compact
town” with water and sewer into the
millions of dollars.

A small community of 1,000, start-
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ing from scratch, would need to
install approximately four miles of
water and sewer lines, Donnelly
said.

To install the collection system and
buy the appropriate capacity would
cost 34 million, Donnelly added.

Two employees and equipment
would cost $150,000 per year, he
said.

Houses in Green Level are often .

hundreds of yards apart.

Until water and sewer lines are run
into the area, landowners are at the
mercy of the state and its perking
laws.

Wayne Roberts is another Green
Level landowner who is battling to
have houses on some of his proper-
ty.

“Ten years ago when I built my
house I didn’t have any problems
with the land perking,” Roberts said.

Roberts said his son, Mike, was
looking at building on some of his
father’s land, which will not perk.

Mike has consulted soil scientists
and engineers to no avail.

“I just don’t see where incorpora-
tion is going to do us any good,
especially people who down the
road may have some place they want
to develop,” Roberts said.

Roberts said his land has been
passed down through the genera-
tions, and his father, Hubert, still has
a garden, cows and hay on the land.

Wayne Roberts retired after 30
years with IBM in 1995. He current-
ly works with Quality Cable in
Fuquay-Varina.

Billy Council, a 63-year-old
retired well driller, describes the
incorporation movement as a battle
between small landowner and large
landowner.

“I have not talked to a single per-
son who owns more than 10 acres
who is for it,” Council said.

Council said one of his neighbor, a
recent arrival to the area, was in
favor of incorporating.

“She wants to have more input on
what to do with my property,”
Council said.

Council also said that incorpora-
tion would be costly, to the new
town and to him.

“My property wouldn’t be worth
nothing,” he said.

The town also couldn’t afford
police protection and water service,
he added.

Council described his property as a
nest egg, an easy way to convert

land into money.

“It's been in my family for years
and it's not for sale,” Council said.
“But I may need to (sell it).

“I want that option to do with it
what I want to.”

If the time ever came to decide,
Council said he would choose
annexation over incorporation.

“If I had my druthers, I'd rather be
in Cary ten-to-one than Green
Level,” he said.

Al Beckwith, who owns 145 acres

in the area, also described the incor-
poration movement as large
landowner versus small.

“We hate to see somebody come in
and say ‘You do this’ and ‘You do
that,” Mr. Beckwith said.

“I'm not for developing Green
Level,” Mr. Beckwith said. “I want
it to stay just like it is.”

Mr. Beckwith said he, too, needs
water and sewer to develop any of
his property.

Mr. Beckwith expressed doubts to
whether or not the incorporated
town could handle the demand effi-
ciently.

“I'm afraid it’ll be years and years
before we get anything,” he said.
“Where are they going to get the
money from?”

Eliza Williams, who owns more
than 100 acres of land with her hus-
band, Macon, on Green Level Road
West, said they’re not looking to sell
but still oppose incorporation.

“If you're going to pay taxes you
might as well get the benefits,"” Mrs.
Williams said.

Even with water and sewer, Mrs.
Williams said the land was not on
the block.

“I don’t think we're looking to
sell,” she added. “I'd like to keep it
in the family.”

The Williamses are the fourth gen-
eration to live on their land. Their
farmhouse was built between 1905
and 1907, and is surrounded by
woods and tobacco fields. - ,

Macon Williams farms tobacco
and logs trees.

“A lot of people around here build
up around their parents,” she said.
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A lot of research has been done by different family members to find and document information about Issac Beckwith. We have

1 & every reason (o believe he was the father of our Green Beckwith. and this has been documented by Herbert Benoy of Hamlet.
According to Herbert's records, 1ssac Beckwith bought a tract of 100 acres on Little White Oak Creek in Western Wake County
e & on June 30. 1798, from William Barker. Sr. The land was adjacent to that owned by Issac's father. Bolling Beckwith. By 1820

Issac owned 350 acres. The 1800 census for Wake County lists Issac Beckwith as a male under 26, along with a female under
26,along with male under 10, it also lists Bolling Beckwith as a male under 26, along with a female under 26. Wake County

£ oo deeds of 1798 show land owned by James Holland and Issack Beckwith. alongside land owned by Boles Beckwith and Sampson
Holland. In the 1850 census for Wake County Isaac Beckwith is listed. age 75, born in North Carolina: the 1860 census lists
Isaac Beckwith, age 80, born in North Carolina. In the 1880 census it shows that Green Beckwith is 80 and that his father and
mother were born in North Carolina.

o2 Isaac Beckwith is mentioned on page 139 of "The Beckwiths" by Paul Beckwith, published in 1891. The book is located in the
NC State Library, Genealogy Section. Raleigh. NC (was this Isaac born in Watertown, NY?)..

In the 1863 Wake County Wills, Book 32, page 620, Issack Beckwith leaves land to Tilda. Gilly Ann, and Ancil.
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Name B ADTE Age
Albert Beckwith 4" 1829 55
Lois Beckwith ¥ C [8LY 52
W. H. Beckwith ~ §p N 1860 20
N. A. Beckwith QAN [82 18
Danney Beckwith  gpp [§LY 16 !
William Beckwith $p N 18
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Name B ADT Age
william T Beckwith 187t 46
Miranda Beckwith wXgé& |87 47
Coley Beckwith ¢, ]qe0 =20
Lizzie Beckwith  paAy [Yor 18
Levy Beckwith ~ Sow [902 18
Annie Beckwith 9 4¢) (905 15
Jack Beckwith SoN |90% 13
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ALFRED A. BECKWITH

Alfred A. Beckwith, 74, of 109
Blaylock St., Holly Springs, died
April 28,

He was a former town com-
missioner.

Funeral arrangements were by
Prince Funeral Home,
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They lived near Green Beckwith, whb gave them 100 acares of land "to start

with and built them two log houses, a big house and a kitchen.”
according to their daughter Ellie.

A  Emma Beckwith, born 1854-married Jackson Olive
Children
Ethel Olive-married R. D. Holt
A4+ Frank Olive
4t Exie Olive-married Joe Casey
s~ Alfic Olive-taughter at Howard College, Ala.
4~ Hubert Olive-was a judge
b, Ellie Beckwith (5/2/1856-12/7/1950)-married Oliver Stringfield
Children
A Mozelle Stringfield-married J.E. Savain
A1 Preston Calvin Stringfield, taught at Mars Hill College
4 Bernice Stringfield-maarried Fitzwilliam McKay & taught music at Mars Hill
4w, Oliver Stringfield, pediatrician in Stanford, Conn.
~~ Miriam Stringfield-married Paul Brantley, druggist in Wendell
44 Lamar Stringfield-flutist & Pulitzer Prize recipient, (for one of his compositions)
Helped establish NC Symphony Orchestra (see historic marker in Raleigh)
.. Alice Beckwith, born 1858
d. Exum Beckwith,born 1860-taught math at Wake Forest
e. Rena Beckwith, born in 1866-married #1 Col. Ashley Home and #2 Carey Hunter
4 Daughter Swannanoah Hunter went to Meredith
ix Rena joined DAR on Holland line through Lucintha Holland Beckwith
f . Mattie Beckwith, born in 1873
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We know a lot about Lucintha Holland Beckwith. thanks to the account written in 1945 by her granddaughter, Ellie Beckwith
Stringfield (5/2/1856-12/7/1950). She says, "Grandma Beckwith...was a competent and helpful wife. It was said of her that she kept
her first child (Pinetta) so clean that she could not grow. She did grow however and became the wife of J. C. Hunter and mother of

Carey and Rufus Hunter. Grandma as I remember her was always busy having work done by her slaves. trving to get the mothers to

look after their families. y

"They (the Beckwiths) had a big house and kitchen as was common in slave times. The big house was not a very fine one. but with
her touch it was well kept and clean. I remember how sweet the pillow cases smelled taken from the lavendar scented drawers.

ironed so well. Everything in her house was kept in strict order. Her beds (big feather beds. four posters) were smooth and pillows
and spread in perfect order. ‘

“The candle stands and bowl and pitchers in guest chambers stand out in my mind. and her work table and a little burcau in her

room attracted me. The little bureau became the property of my sister Emma (Mrs. Olive) and now is owned by Exie Casey. her
daughter.

"Grandma, after the slaves were freed, had her house maid and lived as before till Grandpa died at the age of 80. Then she lived at
her home with servants who farmed for her though on a smaller scale. She always carried her keys in a little basket. and I have
followed her many times to the smokehouse to get the meat and other things for the cook to prepare for the meal. She was not very
tall and rather stout in those days. When we were coming home from college, she was out watching for us, even if it were 11 o'clock
at night. We lived one mile bevond her home. She would take her umbrella and come over to see us (walking) and spend the
afternoon. She was now 80. Later she lived with her children and died at her voungest daughter's (Mrs. J. T. Adams) in Holly
Spring. She died at the age of 96.

“Grandpa and Grandma were very faithful in their religious obligations. They attended all the Raleigh Association (meetings),
traveling in a buggy of course. Grandma loved flowers and had two choice rose bushes. a pink and dark red (ever blooming). She
would carry little bouquets to church for us children. They were so pretty fla___ed with thyme and lavendar blooms. It made her
and us happy. We all loved her very much. She loved us too and was so proud of her grandchildren. She was careful of her

appearance and wanted to be dressed so we would not be ashamed of her, and sure we never were for she appeared well in any place
and we were proud to call her Grandma.

"Grandma had five children.

"Pinetta who married J. C. Hunter and lived near Apex. They were the parents of Frances. Adolfus, Carey, Rufus, and Texanna
Hunter. Texanna married John Hardaway. a preacher and they have two or three preachers ( & husband dead.)
"Grandma's 2nd child was Margaret. who married Holloway Olive. They had two children &

“My father, Calvin Holland Beckwith. was next. He married Ann Hasseltine Holleman. They lived near grandpa, who gave him
100 acres of land to start with and he (pa) built them two log houses, a big house and a kitchen. and went to living. They lived at
Grandpa's for two years afier marriage. Sister Emma was a baby now and I followed sixteen months after. The next was Alicey then
Exum. born 1860. Civil (War) was coming on. I was four vears old now and remember my uncles who volunteered for the service.
both died in the war. Uncle Silas (Ma's brother) died of mesels. and Uncle Daniel Green (Pa's brother) died of typhoid fever in
Petersburg . Va. Grandma went to see him and brought him home dead. The negroes had death bells in their ears as a warning that
he was dead. and sure enough when they saw Grandma coming with the corps (sic) you never heard such screaming and shouting

these negroes did. I remember all that well. 1 am about to get off Grandma on my parents. Uncle Daniel Green was next to pa and
Aunt Lucy Ann was the baby and was Mrs. J. T. Adams. where Grandma died.

"Uncle DanicE.Greeu and Aunt Lucy Ann both walked to Holly Spring to High School It was four miles, They were well
in Latin and Greek and Mathematics.

"Now I am going back to my pa's and ma's family. Emma the oldest child married Jackson Olive and has living five children: Ethel
(Mrs. R. D. Holt). Frank. Exie (Mrs. Joc Casey). . Alfie (tcacher in Howard College in Ala.) and Judge Hubert Olive.

"I, (Ellie Beckwith Stringficld). was next to Emma. 1 married Oliver L. Stringfield and had seven children. Mozelle (Mrs. J. E.
Savain, for whom I am writing this paper). Then Preston Calvin came next. He is a teacher in Mars Hill College. Next is Bernice
(Mrs. FitzWilliam McKay) who is teaching music in Mars Hill College. Oliver is next. who is L. Stringfield. a baby
doctor in Stanford, Conn. Miriam next who is (Mrs. Paul Brantley) wife of a druggist in Wendell, N.C. Lamar is a flutist and

of music and Vann the baby is in hosiery business at Thomasville. N.C. Emma died last March at the age of 90. 1
will be 90 next Mav if I live till then."
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ALICE W. BECKWITH
‘Alice W. Beckwith, 87, of New
Hill, died Jan. 19.
Arrangements were by Smith Fu-
neral Home of Moncure,
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A lot of research has been done by different family members to find and document information about Issac Beckwith. We have

every reason 1o believe he was the father of our Green Beckwith. and this has been documented by Herbert Benoy of Hamlet.
According 1o Herbert's records. Issac Beckwith bought a tract of 100 acres on Little White Oak Creek in Western Wake County

- on June 30. 1798, from William Barker. Sr. The land was adjacent to that owned by Issac's father. Bolling Beckwith. By 1820

Issac owned 350 acres. The 1800 census for Wake County lists Issac Beckwith as a male under 26. along with a female under
26.along with male under 10; it also lists Bolling Beckwith as a malc under 26. along with a female under 26. Wake County
deeds of 1798 show land owned by James Holland and Issack Beckwith. alongside land owned by Boles Beckwith and Sampson
Holland. In the 1850 census for Wake County Isaac Beckwith is listed. age 75, born in North Carolina; the 1860 census lists
Isaac Beckwith, age 80, born in North Carolina. In the 1880 census it shows that Green Beckwith is 80 and that his father and
mother were born in North Carolina.

Isaac Beckwith is mentioned on page 139 of "The Beckwiths" by Paul Beckwith, published in 1891. The book is located in the
NC State Library. Genealogy Section, Raleigh. NC (was this Isaac born in Watertown, NY7)..

In the 1863 Wake County Wills, Book 32, page 620, Issack Beckwith leaves land to Tilda, Gilly Ann, and Ancil.
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A lot of research has been done by different family members to find and documcent information about Issac Beckwith. We have

every reason (0 believe he was the father of our Green Beckwith. and this has been documented by Herbert Benoy of Hamlet.
According to Herbert's records. Issac Beckwith bought a tract of 100 acres on Little White Oak Creck in Western Wake County

* on June 30. 1798, from William Barker. Sr. The land was adjacent to that owned by Issac's father. Bolling Beckwith. By 1820

Issac owned 350 acres. The 1800 census for Wake County lists Issac Beckwith as a male under 26, along with a female under
26.along with male under 10 it also lists Bolling Beckwith as a male under 26. along with a female under 26. Wake County
deeds of 1798 show land owned by James Holland and Issack Beckwith. alongside land owned by Boles Beckwith and Sampson
Holland. In the 1850 census for Wake County Isaac Beckwith is listed. age 75. born in North Carolina; the 1860 census lists
Isaac Beckwith, age 80, born in North Carolina. In the 1880 census it shows that Green Beckwith is 80 and that his father and
mother were born in North Carolina.

. Isaac Beckwith is mentioned on page 139 of "The Beckwiths" by Paul Beckwith, published in 1891. The book is located in the

NC State Library, Genealogy Section, Raleigh. NC (was this Isaac born in Watertown, NY?)..

In the 1863 Wake County Wills, Book 32, page 620, Issack Beckwith leaves Jand to Tilda, Gilly Ann, and Ancil.
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ANNIE LOIS BRANCH

Annie Lois Branch, age 87, of
Cary, died Wednesday morning. A
funeral service was held on Friday,
January 1st in the Apex Funeral
Home Chapel. Rev. Joe Zim-
merman and Rev. Keith Vaughn of-
ficiated the service. Burial was in
the Green Level Baptist Church
cemetery. :

Surviving are four daughters;
Mildred Sneed of Raleigh, Lois
Duke and Janet McGee of Apex,
and Joan Gates of Cary; one son;
Victor Seagroves of Cary and one
step-son, Buck Branch of S. C. One
brother; Coley Beckwith of Apex
and one sister; Lizzie Yates of Dur-
ham. Twenty-two grandchildren
and many great-grandchildren. The
family received friends at the Apex
Funeral Home.

Memorials may be made to the
Green Level Baptist Church Build-
ing Fund at 8509 Green Level
Church Rd. Apex, N.C. 27502.
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A lot of research has been done by different family members to find and document information about Issac Beckwith. We have

1 & every reason 1o believe he was the father of our Green Beckwith. and this has been documented by Herbert Benoy of Hamlet.
According to Herbert's records. Issac Beckwith bought a tract of 100 acres on Little White Oak Creek in Western Wake County
L& o & on June 30. 1798, from William Barker. Sr. The land was adjacent to that owned by Issac's father. Bolling Beckwith. By 1820
Issac owned 350 acres. The 1800 census for Wake County lists Issac Beckwith as a male under 26, along with a female under
26,along with male under 10 it also lists Bolling Beckwith as a male under 26, along with a female under 26. Wake County
£ oo deeds of 1798 show land owned by James Holland and Issack Beckwith. alongside land owned by Boles Beckwithyand Sampson
Holland. In the 1850 census for Wake County Isaac Beckwith is listed. age 75, born in North Carolina: the 1860 census lists

Isaac Beckwith, age 80, born in North Carolina. In the 1880 census it shows that Green Beckwith is 80 and that his father and
mother were born in North Carolina.

o~ Isaac Beckwith is mentioned on page 139 of "The Beckwiths" by Paul Beckwith, published in 1891. The book is located in the
NC State Library, Genealogy Section, Raleigh. NC (was this Isaac born in Watertown, NY?)..

In the 1863 Wake County Wills, Book 32. page 620, Issack Beckwith leaves land to Tilda. Gilly Ann, and Ancil.
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