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FROM THE EDITOR

An important note this month is a
post from Julie Fernandez Up-
church from our Facebook group,
Upchurch and Allied Families.
She writes “Sad news in my ar-
ea...The home of J.B. Mills and
Cora Upchurch Mills is set for dem-
olition. They lived there until their
death, hours apart on November
26, 1962. Cora Upchurch Mills was
the daughter of Isham Sims Up-
church. They descend from the
Moses Upchurch Clan.”

Chatham Historical Museum Aug 4

UPDATE ON THE JB MILLS
HOUSE -- to be demolished after all

In January 2025, we reported that a
large development project under the
jurisdiction of the Town of Apex
would impact the house, and we were
assured at that time that the house
would be protected with a preserva-
tion easement. In July, we learned
that the house will be demolished
after all.

In January, we were told by the Apex
Planning Department and the Capital
Area Preservation, Inc., that the de-
veloper had committed to saving and
repurposing the house as a condition
of approval for the large project. We
celebrated this decision in our Janu-
ary 2025 post and CCHA newsletter.
(While the JB Mills house is in Chat-
ham County, the area has been an-
nexed by Apex, so all approvals go
through their system—not
Chatham’s.)

In July, we learned that the decision
to save the house was changed in
February of this year when the house

Continued on Page 2
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Churchill says she has complet-

ed the Jesse Holleman
tree. This is the tree that we began
by copying a small piece (650+/-)
of the Nathan Upchurch tree. It
was started not long before Phil
died, so maybe close to 6 years
ago.

J ust so you know, Teresa

Today that tree has 62,293 people,
2647 pictures, 289 documents,
and 418,602 records stored. A
backup of that tree has been added
to the Dropbox, along with back-
ups of all the rest of the active Al-
lied Families trees.

Another note of interest is that
Steve Terry has been working on
the James Olive tree. It has had
roughly 10,000 people added in
the past year and now has 44,889
people, 16,207 photos, 901 docu-
ments, and 249,619 records.

And then, of course, there’s always
Anna Sheets. She is always work-
ing on George, who now has 76,112
people, 15,332 photos, 378 docu-
ments, and 167,093 records.

Just thought y’all might like to know
that even though we may be busy
doing summer things, work is still
happening.

I think Phil would be proud.

Linda can be reached at:
lusparks@eplus.net

Ancestry.com 14 Day Free Trial

Ancestry® Promo Codes & Dis-
counts — August 2025

<»lancestry

Thanks to all the volunteer
associate tree masters for
the work you do on the
Upchurch trees! —Linda
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was reevaluated and found to have

lost historical integrity due to further

deterioration and vandalism. We
have written to Apex officials to ex-
press our disappointment about this
development and to request that in

the future, developers who have made

a commitment to save a structure be
required to take steps to prevent fur-
ther deterioration and vandalism

while restoration is pending. We hope

this will be a requirement for Chat-
ham County developers as well.

The J.B. Mills House is located on the

A

YOUR BONES b

Your bones from past lives are
still buried somewhere on this

earth. In some quiet forest.

Beneath ancient ruins. In land
thatstill holds your memories in
its sail..Your history isp'tlost,it's
layered benga‘;h yourfeets

southwest corner of the intersection of 64
and 751. The house is currently obscured
by trees, but many remember it from the
days when it was easily visible from the
roadway.

The earliest portion of the house is
thought to have been built in the 1800s.
Local tradition attaches the name of Dr.
Cotton to that structure, and his office is
said to have been located in the woods
west of the house. Ramsey's 1870 map
shows "Cotton's Store" at this
location.

The larger, 1910 house, shown
here in a mid-1980s photograph,
was owned by the Mills family,
who are said to have been a
prominent family in nearby
Wake County. The house is de-
scribed in The Architectural Her-
itage of Chatham County, a1991
publication.

UPCHURCH & ALLIED
FAMILIES LINKS

UAFA—Home
Description of UAFA

Newsletter Archive

Join UAFA
Transcribed UAFA Biofiles

Board Member Resumes
Contact Form
Contribute

Jay Buck, Office Manager
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org

Cindy Hale, Editor
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project
Italiaig@aol.com

Access to Upchurch Office/Library
in Cary, NC — Carla Michaels

c¢jm400@gmail.com

Family Trees In Ancestry.com:

Debra Upchurch Heck -Upchurch
Family Trees (Upchurch Clans) —
contact Linda Upchurch Sparks

lusparks@eplus.net

Jay Buck - Allied Family Trees
(Families closely associated with Up-
churches) Contact Dr. Steve Terry

Upchurch & Allied Families
| on Facebook
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By Jay Buck

) i Upchurch's Limited Apology.
ccording to UAFA Founder | Alderman  Webb addressed the
Phil Upchurch, John Sher- Mayor, saying: “Mr. Mayor, I would

ke to know to what extent a member
wood Upchurch (1870 - 1950) {of thizs Board is expected to sit hera

was a larger-than-life figure on |and be subjected to language that he

R O e, T e B b e oot e o ol
ated the Raleigh Music Academy | | Alderman Upchurch,

for years, served as Alderman A}““"‘lmﬂn 'Itnhun h then rose and
ajc apologize to the Mayor and

for 14 years, was CltyAu(.htor ' the Ilnnr.llwhl‘lzﬁ I am . (h here.”

and Manager of the Raleigh l Resented the Insult.

Sanitary Department. Hewas | ‘When the meeting adjourned, sev-

1so el dto the S Legisla- | eral members of the Board went out

also elected to the State Legisla- |1 tha ctreet, among the number be-

ture a number of times in the

|ing Aldermen Webb and Upchureh.
1930s. He was reported to be a After they had reached the sidewalk
"dead game sport" and a

{ Alderman Webb walked up to Alder-
"dandy" and was a "spiffy"

Iman Upchureh and said: “I did not
dresser. He was also reputed to

‘undergtand that language you used
jupstaire.”

Upchurches in the News

Upchurch and Allied Families Assoc.
P. O. Box 3856
Chesterfield, MO 63006

| Alderman Webbh Throws Alderman
| Upchurch,
| At this juncture Alderman Upehurch
|struck #at Alderman Webb, but no
|gooner had he done this than the lat-
 ter grabbed the former, The two
|struggled for & minute and went down,
| Alderman Upchureh on the bottom,
|face foremost oh the pavement, while
Alderman Webb began pounding and
{scratehing him,
| Patrolman Brown came up and took

have toured with

"Buffalo Bill Cody's l]l”fA(lOBl[ISWIIJ]W[ST
Wild West Show"  CONGRESS-ROUGH

On August 7th, 1911, the

Raleigh News and Observ-

er published an account of
a physical confrontation
between Alderman J.
Sherwood Upchurch and
another alderman. For
those decrying a lack of
civility in today's society,
there are plenty of prece-
dents set over the years.

Sherwood was the son of Alvin
Upchurch, the grandson of Na-
than Upchurch II and the great
grandson of Nathan, head of
Upchurch Clan 3.

sonal Mc

1 Alderman Wenb In the face.

@ Of

““ cimily e o T ST

JAlderman Webb off of Alderman Up-
church, and when they were several
feet apart Alderman Upchurch gtruck
Alder-
man Upcthurch was also taken Into
cugtody and the two were taken to tha
station house, Where they gave bond
in the sum of $10 each for théir ap-
pearancs Monday morning.

The faces of both men weéré bloody,
and i Alderman Webb had not heen
taken from the corporal dimensions
Alderman Upchurch there might
| have heen more blood. Although he
conld not afford, owing to the dignitey
| of hiz position as 4 member of the
Roard, to resént the insuk while in
the meeting, Alderman Webb was not
slow to geerk An explanation of Alder-

“iman Upchurch's words and in resent-
' ing th m when they were on the outs
" etde.

Continued on page 4
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MR, WEBE A LIAR

Occured at Open Meet-
ing of Board of Alder- -
men Last Night

AFERAY  OCCURS LATER

After the Mereting Adjourns Mr, Webh
Demanded an Explanation of Mr.
Upchurch, who Then Struck at Hin
—The Two Clinched and Went
Down, Webb on Top—Ofiicers Sepa-
rate Them and Upchurch  Strikes
Again—How the Affair Started—
Hearing in the Case Monday Morn-
ing.

Thers was an exciting scene enacted
in front of the city market last night
at 10:30 o'clock, when, at the con-
clusion of the monthly meeting of the
Board, Aldermen Alexander Webhb and
J. Sherwood Upchurch c¢linched, Al-
derman Webb throwing Alderman Up-
church to the pavement, face down.
The two were taken into custody by
Officers Brown and Wyatt and gave
bond in the sum of $10 each for their
appearance before the acting police
justice Monday morning at 10 o'clock.
Resented Being Called a lidar.

The affalr had its orfgin in the meet-
ing of the Board, when Alderman Up-
church called Alderman Webb a liar.
Alderman Upchureh apologized to the
Mayor and the aldermen just after
having used the remark, but when the
| meeting adjourned Alderman Webb
| demanded an explanation. Where-
|upon Alderman Upchurch struck at
| him and the two went together

Upchurch and Allied Families Association
P. O. Box 3856
Chesterfield, MO 63006

Cont1nuedfrompage3 """ Y "()w lt '!;llilllﬂ‘l‘(l T L
BH EA[[S While the meting was in #ession
Alderman Upchurch arose and asked

why ex-Judge R. W. Winston had heen
excused from paving the penalty on
his last yvear's taxes. Alderman Brown
explained that ex-Judge Winston had
notified Tax Collector John S. Jones
that if he would draw on him when his
taxes were due that he would pay
them, Tax Collector Jones neglected
to do this, and when notice was served
on him that there wag a penalty due
along with his taxes, ex-Judge Wins-
ton explained the matter to the Ti-
nance Committee, of which ‘Alderman
Brown ie the chairman, and the com-
mittee authorized Tax Collactor Jones
to waive the penalty.

That was what aroused Alderman
Upchureh and he took oecasion at
the meeting last night to threaten the
tax collector, telling him that if he
waived any more penalties without be-
ing authorized to do so by the full
Board he would have him indlcted.

Alderman Upchurch's threats wera
passed over by the Board, and Alder-
main Webb made a motion that the
action of the Finance Committee in
regard to ex-Judge Winston's taxes be
endorséd,

Alderman Harden, one of the three
minority membears of the Board, asked
Alderman Webbh if he would do the
game thing for the minority, to which
Alderman Wehb replied In the affirma-
tive. At this point Alderman Up-
church said: ‘‘He's a liar and he
knows jt."”

Did Not Come From HIM 2~ ‘

NEITHER DID YOU!

I May Look Like Him, But
I Refuse to Claim Kin

On This I Stand!

e J. ShEFWOO Upchurch

TEROCRATIC PRINAXY
SATURBAY, JUNE 57U

They are Going to Talk About Him in the Next

LEGISLATURE

My w48 vt for e b rebern 1wl ghve you
T e ——

e g, | W Sk you o o gt

J. Sherwood Upchurch So They Say

VA v gty wgint (he Salury wad
Sare Cemmbna

I WANT TO BE THERE!
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