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J ust so you know, Teresa 
Churchill says she has complet-
ed the Jesse Holleman 

tree.  This is the tree that we began 
by copying a small piece (650+/-) 
of the Nathan Upchurch tree.  It 
was started not long before Phil 
died, so maybe close to 6 years 
ago.   

Today that tree has 62,293 people, 
2647 pictures, 289 documents, 
and 418,602 records stored.  A 
backup of that tree has been added 
to the Dropbox, along with back-
ups of all the rest of the active Al-
lied Families trees. 
 
Another note of interest is that 
Steve Terry has been working on 
the James Olive tree.  It has had 
roughly 10,000 people added in 
the past year and now has 44,889 
people, 16,207 photos, 901 docu-
ments, and 249,619 records.  
 
And then, of course, there’s always 
Anna Sheets.  She is always work-
ing on George, who now has 76,112 
people, 15,332 photos, 378 docu-
ments, and 167,093 records.  

Just thought y’all might like to know 
that even though we may be busy 
doing summer things, work is still 
happening.  
 
I think Phil would be proud. 
 
Linda can be reached at:                   
lusparks@eplus.net          

Ancestry.com 14 Day Free Trial 

Ancestry® Promo Codes & Dis-
counts – August 2025 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Thanks to all the volunteer 

associate tree masters for 

the work you do on the 

Upchurch trees!  —Linda 

An important note this month is a 
post from Julie Fernandez Up-
church from our Facebook group, 
Upchurch and Allied Families. 
She writes “Sad news in my ar-
ea...The home of J.B. Mills and 
Cora Upchurch Mills is set for dem-
olition. They lived there until their 
death, hours apart on November 
26, 1962. Cora Upchurch Mills was 
the daughter of Isham Sims Up-
church. They descend from the 
Moses Upchurch Clan.” 

Chatham Historical Museum Aug 4 

UPDATE ON THE JB MILLS 
HOUSE -- to be demolished after all 
 
In January 2025, we reported that a 
large development project under the 
jurisdiction of the Town of Apex 
would impact the house, and we were 
assured at that time that the house 
would be protected with a preserva-
tion easement. In July, we learned 
that the house will be demolished 
after all. 
 
In January, we were told by the Apex 
Planning Department and the Capital 
Area Preservation, Inc., that the de-
veloper had committed to saving and 
repurposing the house as a condition 
of approval for the large project. We 
celebrated this decision in our Janu-
ary 2025 post and CCHA newsletter. 
(While the JB Mills house is in Chat-
ham County, the area has been an-
nexed by Apex, so all approvals go 
through their system—not 
Chatham’s.) 
 
In July, we learned that the decision 
to save the house was changed in 
February of this year when the house 
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! 

was reevaluated and found to have 
lost historical integrity due to further 
deterioration and vandalism. We 
have written to Apex officials to ex-
press our disappointment about this 
development and to request that in 
the future, developers who have made 
a commitment to save a structure be 
required to take steps to prevent fur-
ther deterioration and vandalism 
while restoration is pending. We hope 
this will be a requirement for Chat-
ham County developers as well. 
 
The J.B. Mills House is located on the 

southwest corner of the intersection of 64 
and 751. The house is currently obscured 
by trees, but many remember it from the 
days when it was easily visible from the 
roadway. 
 
The earliest portion of the house is 
thought to have been built in the 1800s. 
Local tradition attaches the name of Dr. 
Cotton to that structure, and his office is 
said to have been located in the woods 
west of the house. Ramsey's 1870 map 
shows "Cotton's Store" at this 
location. 
 
The larger, 1910 house, shown 
here in a mid-1980s photograph, 
was owned by the Mills family, 
who are said to have been a 
prominent family in nearby 
Wake County. The house is de-
scribed in The Architectural Her-
itage of Chatham County, a 1991 
publication. 
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By Jay Buck 

Upchurches in the News 

 

 

 A ccording to UAFA Founder 

Phil Upchurch, John Sher-

wood Upchurch (1870 - 1950) 

was a larger-than-life figure on 

the Raleigh, NC scene.  He oper-

ated the Raleigh Music Academy 

for years, served as Alderman 

for 14 years, was City Auditor 

and Manager of the Raleigh 

Sanitary Department. He was 

also elected to the State Legisla-

ture a number of times in the 

1930s. He was reported to be a 

"dead game sport" and a 

"dandy" and was a "spiffy" 

dresser. He was also reputed to 

have toured with 

"Buffalo Bill Cody's 

Wild West Show" 

On August 7th, 1911, the 

Raleigh News and Observ-

er published an account of 

a physical confrontation 

between Alderman J. 

Sherwood Upchurch and 

another alderman.  For 

those decrying a lack of 

civility in today's society, 

there are plenty of prece-

dents set over the years. 

Sherwood was the son of Alvin 

Upchurch, the grandson of Na-

than Upchurch II and the great 

grandson of Nathan, head of 

Upchurch Clan 3.   
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