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To  all of our readers—, 

your comments and 

suggestions are always wel-

come. Please consider sharing 

family stories, photographs, 

family recipes and cherished 

memories. Email: Up-

churchRoots@gmail.com 

 

Check this link out! Genealogy 

Events Calendar | Live – Virtu-

al – Conferences – Seminars – 

Webinars and more -  

ConferenceKeeper.org claims to 

be the most complete genealogy 

calendar of events any-

where!  You may find thou-

sands of genealogy webinars, 

seminars, conferences, work-

shops, podcasts and more, from 

genealogy societies, libraries, 

and other organizations all 

around the world.  Let us know 

how you like it.  

 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Schedule time with family and 
prepare for the summer 
months ahead! These five pro-
jects will help you connect 
with relatives and safeguard 
your research.  

1. Plan a Family Reunion or 
Get-Together 

When was the last time you 
saw your extended family? The sum-
mer months are a classic time for 
families to come together to cele-
brate significant anniversaries or get 
some face-to-face time. Start plan-
ning reunions/outings this month, 
before summer calendars fill up. 

Survey family members for a week-
end that works for most of them. 
Memorial Day, the Fourth of July, 
and Labor Day are popular options, 
which is both beneficial and 
harmful—many people are off 
work, but lots of competing 
activities take place on those week-
ends. 

Next, decide on a venue and activi-
ties. Some other factors to keep in 
mind as you plan your reunion: 

Weather: Is your itinerary rain-
proof? If not, what is your rainy-
weather plan? How will you 
handle heat and humidity? 

Accessibility: Do some 
family members who have mobility 
issues? Make sure your venue can 
accommodate them with (for exam-
ple) ramps or elevators. 

Communication: How will you get 
the word out about the get-
together? These tools can 
help. 

Budget: If possible, keep 
costs low for both you and 
attendees. 

You’ll also want to prepare 
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5 Genealogy Activities for April 

the relevant parts of your research for 
the get-together, if the gathering will 
have a genealogical element. You 
might, for example, print a large family 
tree that includes all attendees, or cre-
ate reunion souvenirs inspired by fami-
ly history. 

2. Schedule Interviews with Family 

Many genealogists first become inter-
ested in family history because of sto-
ries passed down from relatives. And 
(though you’ll want to verify them) oral 
histories can be important starting 
points for research, particularly for 
families whose ancestors were largely 
undocumented by records or for whom 
records have been lost. 

Smaller-scale visits or even virtual vis-
its are also a nice alternative to large-
scale reunions if such a big gathering is 
too much effort for you or your rela-
tive. This is especially true for relatives 
who are elderly, live far away from you, 
or have difficulty traveling outside 
their homes. 

Before approaching your relative, de-
cide on the scope of your questions. 
(We have suggestions here.) Plan to 
bring photos or printed copies of rec-
ords and charts, which can spark mem-
ories. And don’t forget to record the 
conversation—with the interviewee’s 
consent, of course. 

Remember: Time is of the es-
sence when interviewing relatives and 
recording their stories. Unless properly 
documented, a person’s memories—
including their knowledge of family 
history—die with them. (Ask nearly 
any genealogist, and they’ll talk about a 
relative they regret not interviewing 
sooner.) Prioritize interviewing older 
or sickly relatives, and extend your 
interviewee pool to include aunts, un-
cles, cousins and even local historians. 

Be respectful if your ancestor 
is reluctant to answer certain ques-
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Upchurch and Allied Families 

—  A resource for linking,  

preserving, and supporting 

family history.  

UPCHURCH & ALLIED 

FAMILIES LINKS 
 

UAFA—Home 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form 

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  

jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org  
  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        

UpchurchRoots@gmail.com  
 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 

Italia19@aol.com 
 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library in 

Cary, NC – Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

Family Trees In Ancestry.com: 

Debra Upchurch Heck -Upchurch    

Family Trees (Upchurch Clans)                 

Contact Linda Upchurch Sparks                      

lusparks@eplus.net          

Jay Buck - Allied Family Trees 

(Families closely associated with Up-

churches) - Contact Dr. Steve Terry for 

info  — sdterry@ncsu.edu  

 
Upchurch & Allied Families 

on Facebook 

Upchurch & Allied Families Association, Inc. 

Copyright © 2023. All rights reserved. 

UAFA, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c) 3 IRS tax-

exempt association.  

16+ Family Tree Templates Free Family Tree 

Templates (Word, Excel and PDF) 

C reating a family tree can be an enlightening and rewarding journey, 

allowing you to not only discover your roots but also to forge a deeper 

connection with your family’s past. To help you get started, we have 

compiled a collection of free family tree tem-

plates in Word, Excel, Google Docs and PDF for-

mats. These templates are designed to be easily 

customizable, enabling you to document and 

share your family’s story in a visually appealing 

manner.   

Free Family Tree Templates (Word, Excel and 

PDF)  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED                               

There are several kinds of coordi-

nator or leadership roles available 

at UAFA! Contact UAFA today and 

let them know of your interests, 

skills and availability. They will 

help you to determine where your 

skills will be best utilized and may 

even design a custom role for you.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.docx?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.docformats.com/free-family-tree-templates/
https://www.docformats.com/free-family-tree-templates/
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 By Jay Buck 

M ajor League Baseball consid-
ers 1900 to be the birth of the 

modern game. A year later, the 
American League established itself 
to compete against the older Nation-
al League. Two years later, the first 
World Series was held pitting the 
champions of the National League 
against their counterparts in the 
American League. But Major League 
Baseball, for many years thereafter 
only existed east of the Mississippi 
River. But baseball as a spectator 
sport was popular throughout the 
country as seen in this month’s edi-
tion of Upchurches in the (Sports) 
News. 
 
One hundred and twenty-five years 
ago, in 1901, two amateur clubs, Up-
church AOUW and Fidelity, faced 
each other in a series of games in Port-
land, Oregon. The games were played at 
the newly built Vaughn Field. This ball-
park would serve as the host of both am-
ateur and professional teams in the Port-
land area. One of the most famous, the 
Portland Beavers minor league team 
would play at Vaughn Field until 1955. 
 
Although the Upchurch AOUW and Fi-
delity teams were amateurs and not pro-
fessional, interest in the games were high 
as reflected in the accounts of local news-
papers in the area. The Upchurch AOUW 
(Ancient Order of United Workmen) ob-
viously took their name from the frater-
nity that John Jordan Upchurch (1820 – 
1887) established in 1868. John Jordan 
Upchurch, whose accomplishments have 
been covered in previous newsletters, 
was a member of the John IV Upchurch 
clan #12. 
 
 

Upchurches in the News 
Upchurch and Allied Families Assoc. 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 

 

Jay 

Vaughn Street Stadium 1910 

Continued page 4 
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Upchurches in the News 

Upchurch and Allied Families Assoc. 

P. O. Box 3856 

Chesterfield, MO 63006 

Continued from page 3 
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tions. Memories (especially those 
that were traumatic or involve those 
who are now deceased) can be pain-
ful to re-live, and not everyone will 
be comfortable discussing sensitive 
family topics. 

3. Prepare for Travel 

Whether for family reunions, visits to 
far-away relatives, destination vaca-
tions, or sight-seeing, travel is a sum-
mer highlight for many families. 

Spend some time now gather-
ing supplies and finalizing your itin-
erary. In addition to what you’ll need 
for research (printed charts, lists of 
records to consult, etc.), check for 
standard travel essentials: comforta-
ble, weather-appropriate clothes and 
shoes; travel-size toiletries; passports 
and other ID; local currency; and so 
on. Consider finding activities for the 
non-genealogists in your party if 
you’re spending some time doing 
research. 

4. Take a DNA Test—or Revisit Your 
Results 

DNA Day on April 25 commemorates 
the publication of DNA’s double-
helix structure in Nature journal. 
And it’s a great opportunity to take a 
DNA test or buy one for someone 
else, since many companies offer 
DNA Day discounts. (Not sure which 
company to test with? Shannon 
Combs-Bennett compares the five 
main autosomal DNA tests here.) 

DNA Day is also a good excuse to 
review your DNA results, which may 
have changed since the last time you 
saw them. Check for any new match-
es, updated ethnicity estimates, and 
new tools that your testing company 
has made available. You might even 
consider using a third-party tool such 
as GEDmatch. 

5. Weather-Proof Your Research 

Floods, thunderstorms, hurricanes, 
earthquakes, lightning, forest fires—
with warmer temperatures come a 
whole host of potential natural disas-
ters. You can’t control these and all 
the “April showers” due this month, 

but you can take preventative 
measures to give your research the 
best chance of surviving calamities. 

Evaluate where and how you’ve 
stored your family archive. Make sure 
your family photos, genealogy record, 
files, and heirlooms are stored: 

In a place with consistent, mild tem-
perature and low humidity 

Away from direct sunlight, which can 
cause materials to fade over time 

In archival-safe folders and boxes 

Up high to avoid possible water dam-
age, preferably in an interior closet 

Avoid storage places prone to flood-
ing and temperature changes, includ-
ing garages and unfinished base-
ments. You’ll also want to regularly 
check for any evidence of pests, from 
moths to mice to silverfish. 

You can mitigate some risk by digitiz-
ing your research. The LOCKSS acro-
nym (Lots of Copies Keep Stuff Safe) 
suggests having copies of digital files 
in multiple formats and on multiples 
devices. Another guideline is the “3-2
-1” principle: 

Three distinct copies of files 

On two different storage media (e.g., 
an external hard drive and a web 
server) 

With one medium stored off-site (e.g., 
a hard drive in a bank’s lockbox or 
stored in the cloud) 

Scanning technology and digital stor-
age are much cheaper and more effec-
tive now than they were even 10 years 
ago, making the digitization pro-
cess more accessible and intuitive. 

During the course of his 40+ years 
researching the history of the Up-
church family in America, Phil Up-
church collected various materials 
regarding Upchurch Family reunions 
held throughout the USA.  The files 
below range from simple announce-

ments to those that include photos 
and stories surrounding the fami-
lies that gathered together.  See if 
any of the following might include 
your family!   

 

 

Isham Upchurch Reunion - Apex NC 

James David Upchurch Reunion - Scott 
County AR 

James S Upchurch Reunion - Cleburne 
County AL 

John Bartlett Upchurch Reunion - TX 

Jubal Upchurch Reunion 

Margaret Julina Upchurch Reunion 

Upchurch Reunions - Carroll County, 
GA 

Thomas H. Upchurch Family Reunion - 
GA, FL 

Upchurch - Lampley Reunion - TX 

Upchurch and Kern Reunion - Benton 
IL 

Upchurch Reunion - Bethany OK 

Upchurch Reunion - Creal Springs, IL 

Upchurch Reunion - Davis OK,  

Upchurch Reunion - High Falls, NC 

Upchurch Reunion - Hollandale, MS 

Upchurch Reunions - Kimberling City, 
MO 

Upchurch Reunion - Marion IL 

Upchurch Reunion - Oklahoma City OK 

Upchurch Reunion - Perry County MO 

Upchurch Reunion - Raeford NC 

Upchurch Reunions - Brown County IL 

Upchurch Reunions - Rosemont, CO 

Walter Jackson Upchurch Reunion - 
Atlanta TX 

George and Rachel B Upchurch Family 
Reunion - KY 

Welch, Zola Upchurch, Ragan, Walls 
Reunion - Apex, NC 

5 Genealogy Activities for April Continued from page 3 


