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Agatha Butler   no XID 
 

Commentary: Agatha Butler, born 1764, married Nathan Upchurch head of Upchurch Clan #3.  
Of this union there were eight children.  There is some disagreement regarding Nathan’s spouse 
or spouses as seen in this biofile.  Agatha died on 19 May 1833 in Wake County, NC. 

 
Acknowledgements:  This Biofile was transcribed by UAFA Volunteer Coordinator and long-
time Cary, NC resident, Carla J Michaels. 

 
 
(1) Updated RPU commentary on the name of the wife of Nathan Upchurch, I – 14 May 2004 
A. An analysis of this issue was previously published in the Upchurch Bulletin Vol 17 No 3, July 
1996. 
 
B. The 1894 Franklin Co, NC will of John Butler identifies his daughter as Agathy (Butler) 
Upchurch. One Agatha Upchurch, wife of Nathan Upchurch, I is reported to have died in Wake 
Co, NC in 1833 at age 69 (hence born 1764). Tentatively it is assumed that the Agathy of 1794 
and the Agatha of 1833 are one the same. If this is so, Nathan Upchurch, I born 1759 is the only 
Upchurch by the name of Nathan available to have married an Agatha Butler by 1794 in 
Franklin Co, NC. 
 
C. The Butler/ Upchurch connection presumed by the marriage of Agatha Butler and Nathan 
Upchurch, I is reinforced by another Butler/ Upchurch connection in that Elizabeth Thaney 
Butler, another daughter of John Butler, is known to have married James Upchurch, VII, a 
nephew of Nathan Upchurch, I and a son of Richard Upchurch, III. 
 
D. The wife of Nathan Upchurch, I has also been referred to as Mrs Mackey Upchurch – 
possibly nee Mackey Johnson. At present it does not seem that Nathan Upchurch, I had 2 wives 
– Agatha and Mackey. The best explanation is that this wife was nee Agatha Mackey Butler or 
Mackey Agatha Butler. The prospect of Mackey being nee Johnson has always been 
speculative. 
 
E. Need to resolve the issue as to whether the wife of Nathan Upchurch, I died in 1831 or 1833. 
 
(2) Date Chart constructed or updated: 1 Jun 2012 
* = Ancestors of RPU. Each biofile has an orange tag in the Biofile system – RPU 15 Jun 2018 
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      lived in Northern 
      Wake Co, NC – Barton’s 
      Creek Township – on the  
      Neuse River. 
 
Parents, grandparents, great grandparents, and great great grandparents of Robert Phillip 
Upchurch: Five Generation Chart. 
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Names included: 
Robert Jefferson Upchurch Bartley Jefferson Upchurch Aurora O Ray 
Gilbert Upchurch  Lucretia Mills   Buckner Ray     
Jane C Grady   Nathan Upchurch, I  Mary --- 
Naaman Mills   Wormly   Nancy Ann Gill 
Mark Grady   Martha Shipp   Robert Phillip Upchurch 
Bessie Elnora (Edwards) (Cross) Creighton   Eugene D Cross 
Mattie Edwards  Silas Cross   Frank Chappell 
Pauline Edward  Richard Cross   Rebecca Brown 
Sally Warren   Eva Sallaine Sledge 
 
(3) Upchurch Bulletin Vol 17 No 3, Jul 1996, Pages 119, 121, 123 
This extract places in biofiles of: Nathan Upchurch, I; John Butler, Agatha Butler, Mackey 
Upchurch (Mrs) 
 

IX. Reference Materials 
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(4) Establishment of primary biofiles for several names or possible names encountered in an 
attempt to identify the name of the wife of Nathan Upchurch, I – Head of Clan. 
 
 Julius Johnson – is the primary biofile for the individual with whom Nathan Upchurch, I 
had interactions in the 1780 – 1800 era. His name is being cross-referenced as Julius Johnston 
and as Julian Johnson & Julian Johnston  
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 Mackey Upchurch – is the primary biofile for the wife of Nathan Upchurch, I filed as 
Mackey Upchurch (Mrs). She being possibly nee Mackey Johnson, nee Mackey Johnston or nee 
Mackey Butler. 
 
 Agatha Butler is the primary biofile for the wife of Nathan Upchurch, I she being also 
known as Agatha Upchurch (Mrs). 
 
(5) Will Book A – Franklin Co, NC 1785 – 1797, Page 34 

 
John Butler 
Agatha (Butler) Upchurch 
 
(6) Copy for active file “Nathan’s wife” 

 
 
[Names included: 
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Nathan Upchurch  Agathy Upchurch Agatha Upchurch John Butler 
CJM – 20 Sep 2020] 
 
(7) RPU undated entry 
John Butler wrote a will showing Agatha Butler named an Upchurch. Her sister Elizabeth 
Thaney Butler (XID – 994) married James Upchurch (XID – 67). 
 
(8) From: Abstracts of Vital Records form Raleigh, North Carolina Newspapers 1830 – 1839 Vol 
III Part 2, Page 457 

 
 
Note this Nathan Upchurch may or may not be Nathan Upchurch, Head of Clan and the Agatha 
Upchurch may or may not be Agatha Butler, daughter of John Butler. See Upchurch Bulletin 
Vol 17 No 3 (Jul 196) for an analysis of this situation. 
 
(9) Per attachment #27 West letter 18 May 1975 – Accidentally encountered will Franklin Co, 
NC 
“will not dated but one above was 1794 – Book A Page 158 
John Butler – Legatees: daughter Mocha Lynch, Agathy Upchurch, Cleote Brasel, Elizabeth 
Thaney Upchurch, son Michael Butler, Barnaba Butler – land on Old Spring Branch, joining 
Robert Milton – Isaac Alford, Jurat; Robert Butler. Signed: John X Butler 
(See also Agathy Butler). 
 


