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Cary's pbpulation has greatly increased in recent years, ahd_ eventually those new people will need a final resting place.
Hill Crest Cemetery, above, is the only public cemetery in Car_y now, and all its plots have been spoken for.
' STAFF PHOTO BY SHER STONEMAN
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The' development is another
sign of Cary’s staggering growth
in recent decades. The only other
option for Cary residents who do
not have access to a family or
church cemetery is the historic
Hill Crest Cemetery, a public
cemetery near Kildaire Farm
Road. However, all the space in
that cemetery, which the town
maintains, has been spoken for for
more than a decade. There’s even
a waiting list of 55 people, said
Sue Rowland, the town clerk.

“This is just one more thing
the town needs to provide for its
citizens,” said Cary Mayor
Glenn Lang. : :

Site plans for the new ceme-
tery still have to be approved
by the town, and the state Ceme-
tery Commission still has to li-
cense the operators. If all goes

as planned, though, the ceme-
tery will be open for business, ei-
ther for families to buy plots or
for burials, by the first quarter
of next year.

Initial plans call for the cemetery
to include more than 20,000 plots,
amausoleum and two columbaria,
where cremated remains in urns
can be placed. The number of
plots could reach 100,000.

The cemetery will have ponds,
landscaped gardens, walkways,
courtyards and.an entrance lined
with cherry blossom trees. Al-
though about 50 acres are being
set aside for the cemetery, ini-
tially only 30 acres are going to
be developed.

“I want people to feel com-
fortable about coming out here
and having a picnic next to their
grandmother’s grave,” said Ter-
ilyn C. deMarsi, a 14-year vet-
eran of the funeral home and
cemetery industry, DeMarsi had
the'idea for the cemetery in 1999
after realizing the town had
nothing to offer families who
wanted to bury a family member
in Cary.

DeMarsi declined to say how
much will be spent to build the
new cemetery, which eventu-
ally could include an on-site fu-
neral home. But burial costs will
be competitive with other ceme-
teries throughout the region.
Packages, which usually include
husband and wife side-by-side
spaces, burial vaults and flat

i

Planned Wake |
o Memﬂria!
- Park

N
Y2 MILE

#

"~ The News & Observer

bronze headstones, generally
run between $5,700 and $8,000.

The cemetery is a lifelong
dream for deMarsi, who said
she has held management posi-
tions at funeral homes and ceme-
teries throughout the nation.

After she had the idea, she be-
gan approaching developers in
the area, looking for a partner in
the project. Cary developers
Mike Hunter and Kyle Ward,
owners of WW Partners, which
developed Carpenter Village in
Morrisville, saw the potential in
the plan and teamed up with de-
Marsi.

“We felt that this was a needed
thing in the community,” Hunter
said. “And it was a good oppor-

ouse. Rd.

tunity for diversification for us.”

DeMarsi then began working
to get the necessary land, a
process that included going
door-to-door to more than 200
homes around Cary and Apex
trying to find a family who not
only was willing to sell but also
had enough land to accommo-
date the cemetery.

Cary resident Bill Upchurch
and his family were willing to
partner in the project with their
land, which up until just three
years ago was a tobacco farm, off
Green Hope School Road.

“I hope it’s something that
we'll leave to serve a need for the
people in the town of Cary,” Up-
church said. “T probably would-
n’t have sold the land if it was-
n't for this.” ;

Lang said when the property
came up for a special use permit
last month, it met with no com-
munity resistance, a fairly rare
occurrence with new develop-
ments in Cary. “I think it shows
everybody understands the need
here,” he said.

The state hasn’t licensed a
cemetery that is open to the pub-
lic in Wake, Orange, Johnston or
Durham counties for more than
three decades. However, pri-
vately run church and family
cemeteries have been built.

Staff writer Samantha Smith
can be reached at 829-4563
or samantha@newsobserver.com.
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