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1 am not sure how much narrative infommation you are interested in but I am
senuing along information .on the migration of Will Gooding and Theodosia -
Upchurch from Greely County xKansas to Uyalde County Texas ca 191906-7. You
said you gave lectures on the Upchurch history. This may give you some fodder
for such lectures. aope you find it interesting. It is written as it was
told to me by Will and iheodosia during the time we lived on the same farm
in San Patricio County near Aransas fass, Texas.in the 1930s.

Grandma Gooding, as she was affectionally called, was a gentle woman but had

a stern streak that was obvious in her way of life. Will was a great ]
practical joker. To pull off a good prank was the highlight of his day. his
father and grandfather were both Baptist ministers. Will was a religous person
"who prayed daily and 1 couldn't possibly count the times he has placed hid

nand on my heaa a prayed for me W{hen illness struck. Both were quiet people

and talked about themselves only wien asked. OH.' how I wish I had asked moreil!!
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I met Ballinger ﬁpchurch and Dica Huddleston Upchurch, the younger brother 0915

A<ty Phass WM“/«”I”"’W ”’M{

of my @andmother, in Austin, Texas in the 1950s. They were in their 70s ot
at that time.but you could still see the frame of a very large and stout Y
man in him. Dica smoked a corncob pipe but had a petite porcelain pipe %FS‘I\J'
she smoked when in public places. She was a character. They lived in X

Ccos Bay, Oregon at the time and he hed retired froam the lumber business. Di&'c-
Grandmotherfdied a few years after that meeting. At the tiie I was a

State Trooper with the sdate of Texas and arrangea for an escort
to Uvalde where whe was buried veside Will uooding.

TJOHA EDeAR ¢OODINEG

for herf

The following is their life together uﬁ;ld to me by will Gooding in p2aad
the late 1930s while he and my father—Were farming together in Aransas Fm‘

Pass, Texas: Will Gooding asked for the hand of Theodosiafof Henry Alvin &m\)i‘

Upchurch but was refused. The two later eloped and were parried.

¥hen A,\,\) T

Henry learned of this he came after Will armed. They learned of this and \. A
fled to what was then Fentrass County, Temnessee where they remained
until Henry cooled off. He never spoke to his.daughter after that time.

About 1895 several members of the Gooding family headed West. The first

two daughters were born in wWayne County. The settled in Caldwell

County

tilasouri after four months travel by wagon. Their third ohild was born
in Caldwell County. They moved on to Greely County,Kansas where VWill and
his father obtained land and built homes. Will's mother died in Greely
County. She was nebecca Chrisman d/o barvey Chrisman of Wayne County.

‘'hey were wiped out by a blizzard around the turn of the century. My
father Johm Gooding was born in Greely County.in 1902. “hen he was

about 4 or 5 years of age Will sold his land and bought two wagons and
six head of mules. Cne large Wagon for their belongings and cne smaller
for family and food. He headed south. About all they had to buy was
staples such as flour, salt, coifee and sugar. Grandpa said the wild
game was plentiful and the streams were clean and full of fish. They
cmme down what is now Us Highway 83 and finally settled in Uvalde County.

Their la.t two children .ere born in Uvelde County.

Will acquired more land and started farming sgain. This time it was
drouth that wiped him out. iy father worked for the.SiatesofuTexas on

a compulsory dipping program to wipe out the Mexico fever tick. He
wound up in San Patricio County where he and Will again acquired land
and started farming aghin. Will Gooding became to old and was suffering
from heart problems so he quit. Both he and grandma wanted to return
to Uvalde so they moved to Uvalde where their daughter Ora lived. Will

died there and Grendma’ceme back to Austin to live with her only

surviving

child, Susie ilay Gooding William who was widowed by that time. Grandma -}
Uooding was living there when her brother Ballinger came to see her.
§lge"rdied there and was carried back to Uvalde where she was buried by
her beloved Will. They were both wonderful grandparents and I'loved

both of them very much.
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William zarvey Gooding (Will) asked for ths nand of Lheod051a chnurch‘in marriage
but was denied by her father, nerry Alvin Aupchurch. The two eventually eloped and.
were married. henry Upchurch came after them , armed, but tne two slipped out the
back way and fled to relatives in Tennessee with tae help of a horse and buggy.
Jpon learning they were leagally married nenry Upchurch returned home. He set in
motion legal action to disinherit his daugiter and never spoke to her again.in his
lifetime. Will and Egggféventually returned to Wayne wounty Zentucky.to settle.
Two daughters were born in wayne County asntucky and sometime before 1897 %Will end
ris family left sentucky for Kansas. They settled in ureely County, ransas. Une
daughter, sally Ora was born on the way in Bolo,‘caldwell County .issouri., "ill
homesteaaed laﬁd, built a nouse ana hought cattle. “hey wers wiped out by a
blizzard around 1905. Cne child, John zxdgar Goouing, was born in Horace, Greely
County Lansas. Will sold the house and tand, bought a large freight wagon for
the household good and a smaller wagon for the family ard clothing and food. Le
purchased six nead of mules, hitched four tw the big wagon, two to the smaller
wagon and headed South. Jonn Gooding remembered pa:ts of the trip. Trey had a
small dog that would trot along under tae wagon in the shade until he got tired
then they womld let him ride inside. will said the route followed what is today
generally along iiighway 83. he said the streams were cleen and full of fish and
€ame sumh as quail, turkey, deer and rabcit. They woulc buy staples such as flour,
coffee , dtc. as they came through small settlements zlong ihe way.
They eventually settled in Uvalde.County where %ill went to work on a ranch bree
king horses and mules . Two more boys were born in Uvalde County.

lhe Upchurch line can be traced back to “ngland were there is a family crest.
1t is little wonder the hand of such a well bred lady would be denied a "Saanty"
lrishman such as Will Gooding. ?Egggggiaf%aid the tuinkle in his deep blue eyes

won her heart. They lived long and happy lives and raised six healthy children.
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1878 in Sommerset, Kentucky. Henry (Alvin) Upchurch and wife Susan
Hurt-Upchurch with children Theodosia and Ballinger (Wright) Upchurch.

1906 in Monticello. Kentucky. Ballinger Wnght
Upchurch and wife Dicy, father Henry Alvin UUpchurch and
his daughter Theodosiabehind bim. Henry Abvin 15
holding baby Henry Herschel Upchurch.

1908 in Monucelio, Keatucky. "heodt
Cpehurch-Goodine. Dice Upchurch {holding Henry Herschel Upchurch,,
Rulhinger Wnght Upchurch. Hean Alvin Upchurch. Susan Hurt-Upcnureh.
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Records pertaining to Minnie B Hoard Mahoney Smith Kohler Carradine

My notes in blug
| have not seen the original records for some of this. Those came from intemngi postings. Errors are possible

Spelhngs for the census reccrds are those shown in the Ancestry.com index.
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= Mmme seems o have gotten younger about the ume she married Frank

A
Upchurch MllES m 49 1821 -
Margaret f 1826 AL
& o Jesse MLTEssE MG 23 Si -
M -
s M:;?;da ~, f{mAtemisT 16M4‘-1854;"Fﬁ(2 Ti
£ % Theodosia | f (T MATELOA 12 L) 1858 =
2« Emily f [EmmA wl 10 12:2 X
B :,la:nn: f CmAfTA Q9 1869 ™
= ™
Bery Hi [u.quul-’,nﬂ 15 1855
1§80 CEnN5v9- GARIMES (e T
1822 M MS
Upchurch Burrel M Head 58
" MargaretJ ~ Wife 54 1826 M I!-rli
" +  Martha Daughter 1 1869 Sd Lo
Hord Mary S Daughter 26 1854 vg koo
McWorter Eddie Grnd Son 7 1873 L
Hord Minnie Gmd Dau 2 1878 s L
Smith Whit Son-in-Law 22 1858 M i
. Fannie Daughter 15 1865 M
looks as if it could be Hood
__ Ancestry index shows Hord
: U =
(o8 CENSOY- A Bu.ﬁb'\) €O, TA
Smith Thomas head 44 Mar 1856 M ?/12 AL
Minnie wife 22 Mar 1878 M ?/12 TX
Mahoney Ida step-dau 3 Sept 1896 TX
rﬁ‘ae C.EN:‘U‘? G'F\"’M‘E? (E 7T
Lewis Mary S Head [,4) 48 Apr1852 Wds TX
Tallis R Son 33 Sept1sse TX
Martha A Daughter 9 Sept1890 1P
FGi6 CEnNsus- APDERSEN CC TR
- Koller John Heax 42 1868 M1, 1yr IL
. Minnie ere +9 30 1880 M2,1yr TX
~ Smith Jessie Step son 1902 S 'TX
¥ Eva Step daughter 6 1904 S TX
Koller John Son mnm2 1909 S T
don't know where Ida was
this is the only record for Eva | have found anywhere '
I think Eva may be Billy Earley o
1910 CENSYs~ ERIMES (O, TA
Upchurch Riley J 53 M2,8 TX
Mary wife ﬁq 4) 58 M38 TX
: Kaller Jo.hn Head 519 1869 M L
Minnie Wife 42 1878 M ™
. Everet Son 10 1910 s i
. Yeager & Henry Border 64 1856 s s
Smith & samp Border 77 1843 s T
Grissett Clayton G~ Head 26 1894 M TX
i Wife 22 1898 M e
Lois Dau 5 1915 s R
o Son 3 1917 s T
Leroy Son 412 1919 s X
5 ;qao c,gwéui- VS — SEFFGA3 co
: can’adine Frank Head 45 1885 M @42 ™
Minnie Wife 46 1884 M@43 ‘TX



