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Ancestrv.com - North Carolina. Marriage Collection. 1741-2004 hitp://search.ancestry.comVcgi-bin/sse.dlI?rank=1 &new=1&MSAV=...

~oancestry
North Carolina, Marriage Collection, 1741-2004

Name: Midda Lee Lowry 2
Spouse: Buckner Ray A
Marriage Date: 14 Oct 1837
Marriage County: Wake
Marriage State: North Carolina
Source: County Court Records at Raleigh, NC & Family Histo

Source Citation: Data Source: County Court Records at Raleigh, NC and FHL # 0296867-0296870 and
0418152 item 2.

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. North Carolina, Marriage Collection, 1741-2004 [database on-line). Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations Inc, 2007.

Original data:

® Dodd, Jordan, Liahona Research, comp. (P.O. Box 740, Orem, Utah 84059) from county marriage records
on microfilm located at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah, in published books cataloged by
the Library of Congress, or county records in possession of the individual county clerks or courthouses.

® North Carolina State Archives. North Carolina County Marriage Indexes. North Carolina State Archives,
Raleigh, North Carolina.

® North Carolina State Center for Health Statistics. North Carolina Marriage Index, 1962-2004. North
Carolina State Center for Health Statistics, Raleigh, North Carolina.

Description:
This database is an index to individuals who were married in various counties in the State of North Carolina, USA,

between 1741 and 2000. Available information may include: name, gender, birth year, race, name of spouse,
marriage date, and marriage location.

© 2012, The Generations Network, Inc.
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¢ NATHAN RAY AND ELIZABETH KILGO +¢

(Parents of Wormley Ray)

Nathan Ray (father of Wormley Rose Ray) was born circa 1765. The place of birth is believed to have been
in the area of North Carolina that became Wake County. Nathan Ray married Elizabeth Kilgo (mother of
Wormley Rose Ray) on January 5, 1790 in Wake County. A copy of their Marriage Bond is included on page
32. The Kilgo family was one of the earliest families to settle in the area that became Wake County. They
arrived prior to 1755. It appears that Nathan and Elizabeth had only one child, a son, Wormley Rose Ray,
during their 32 years of marriage. The 1790 Federal Census shows Nathan and Elizabeth living in Wake
County with no slaves. Nathan was a bondsman for the marriage of Dempsey Woodard and Elizabeth Griggs
on September 23, 1787, which indicates he was an adult a few years prior to his 1790 marriage.

Deeds were registered in Wake County on September 3, 1793 and 1794 in which Hammon Mobley conveyed
property in Wake County to Nathan Ray. The acreages and locations of the property were not stated in the
court minutes. The 1793 Wake County Tax List shows Nathan as the owner of 50 acres. The 1794 Tax List
shows his land holdings increased to 107 acres. In 1799, Nathan owned 182 acres located on the north side
of the Neuse River. On February 18, 1800, Nathan Ray executed an Indenture to purchase a 75-acre parcel
in Wake County from John Ray for 100 pounds “current money” (1.33 pounds/acre). This 75-acre parcel was
located on the north side of the Neuse River adjacent to other property already owned by Nathan Ray on the
river adjacent to Cedar Point. Nathan completed payments for the land to John Ray and the Deed of
Conveyance was registered April 16, 1802. The Tax Lists from 1802 to 1820 show Nathan as the owner of
192% acres in Wake County on the north side of the Neuse River. Cedar Point has not been located on old
maps of Wake County and was probably inundated when the dam was constructed in 1981 creating a lake with
inlets along the Neuse River.

Nathan Ray purchased a Negro, Caesar, at the estate sale of Mordecai Mobley on January 25, 1808. On
December 27, 1814, Nathan purchased a Negro woman, Jude, a boy, Ned, and a girl, Lucey, for 225 pounds
from Benjamin Allen.

Nathan and his son, Wormley Rose Ray, both drowned in the Neuse River on or about the first of January
1822. Only Nathan’s body was recovered and both men died without wills. Nathan was about 57 years old
at the time of his death. Elizabeth Ray received her one third dower interest in Nathan’s 193-acre estate on
the Neuse River and the balance of his property was divided between Wormley’s minor children, Buckner/and
Henry Ray. : Tt

When Nathan’s estate was finally settled on April 10, 1824, the first item listed as an expense was “1 gallon
of spirits drank when his corpse was taken from the River” at a cost of $1.00. Nathan’s body was recovered
from the Neuse River in January and his weary and distressed family and friends needed the gallon of whiskey
to complete this chilling task.
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THE RAY FAMILY
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Wormly R. Ray (1794-1822), wife 'Nancy
Gill, is said to have been the son of Nathan and
Elizabeth Kilgo (kilgor) Ray. Wormly and Nan-
cy were married in 1813 and Natan and Eliza-
beth in 1780. According to court records both
men were reported to have drowned in the
Neuse River on or about the first of January,
1822. Neither body was recovered and both
men died intestate.
After Elizabeth Ray received her one third

dower in Nathan's estate the balance of his
property was divided between Wormly's two
minor children, Buckner and Henry C. Ray,
Jesse Gill, the father of Mancy Ray, was ex-
. ecutor of both Wormly's and Nathan's estates
and was appointed guardian to Buckner and
Henry. -
lnry1 837, Buckner Ray married Midda Lee
Lowry and they had three children; Zadock,
Aurora (Mrs. Jefferson Upchurch) and Lee
Hawkins (Mrs. John D.R. Allen). After Midda
Lee’s death Buckner married Jane Caroline
Grady in 1846. From that union eight children
survived, including; William, George W., Jim-
my R., Willis, Robert, Alfonza (Von), Mary
(Mrs. Eugene Penny) and Charles Buckner.
The family grew up on a farm in northern Wake
County where the remains of an Indian civiliza-
tion were found. According to an archaeolo-
gist, many of the artifacts uncovered date back
over ong thousand years.

The Charles B. Ray residence, later used by Raleigh City
Schools as its business office.

Charles Buckner Ray (1865-1934),
youngest child of Buckner and Jane Ray mar-
ried Mattie Pugh the daughter of James L.
Pugh, in 1889. After farming for several years,
Charles moved to Raleigh, where, he became
superintendent of the Wake County Home. Lat-
er o he founded the C.B. Ray Harness and
Carriage Co, which he operated until forced
into retirement by the ‘‘Horseless Carriage’,
which, he stated was ‘“‘very impracticable and
just a passing fad.”

During the term of Gov. Kitchen, Charles
Ray's daughter, Dorothy was invited to a birth-
day party honoring the governor's daughter.
After the party Charles sent a liveried landau
carriage to the mansion to await the pleasure
of Dorothy Ray and friends.

The children of Chas. B. and Mattie Pugh
Ray were; Hickman, May L., Dorothy C., Willa
M., Catherine S., Charles B., Jr. and Martha
Pugh (Mrs. J. Julian Carr).

Hickman Ray (1889-1925) was educated in
the Wake County Schools, Bigham Military -
Academy in Asheville, The University of North
Carolina, and the University of Maryland

. School of Medicine. In 1917 he entered the
‘Army Medical Corps and in 1918, prior to

leaving for duty in France, he married Ethel F. .
Thompson of Durham. Hickman and Ethel had -
first met several years before while guests in
the home of Dr. Sanford W. Thompson at the
Falls of The Neuse.

The children of Hickman and Ethel Thomp-
son Ray are Hickman, Jr., of Raleigh and E.
Frances (Mrs. Theodore B. Pollard) of Charlot-
te. Hickman Ray, Jr. Received his education

from the Durham Public Schools, Fork Union
Military Academy and the University of North
Carolina. In 1942 he entered the Army Air
Force and served as a radio operator and tech-
nician in the South Pacific theatre.

After receiving his discharge in 1945 Hick-
man Ray, Jr. attended Kings Business College .
and soon thereafter, he entered the employ of
R.L. Dresser, Inc. Among his many hobbies
were astronomy, pipe organ building and col-
lecting antiques.

Sources: Estate papers, court records, marriage
bonds, Willa M. Ray and George W. Ray, II.

— Hickman Ray
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¢ RAY SIGNATURES &

Eight generations of Ray signatures are reproduced below starting with Nathan Ray (Circa 1765 - 1822).

Wormley Rose Ray (1794 - 1822)

Buckner Ray (1818 - 1881) | Jane Caroline Ray (1822 - 1908)
AL Rey | et | e & 7
Alfonzo Columbus Ray (1855 - 1939) _ FRewmel Gtk ‘f“ Ella Florence Ray (1858 - 1910)
@M 4 7"_—_72&_1 et e || L enctie Fhinmn ket s 0nn (et
Alfonso Carroll Ray (1891 - 1969) _ Berditer Nicholson Ray (1892 - 1969)
Z;v%na/ T}} %f R Y Y e ‘I m“’z m @\&a
Elmer Carroll Ray (1917 - 1989) _ Mary Myers Ray (1918 - )
William Carroll Ray (1943 - Rose Ellen Ray (1945 -
W €- D?y WWF/L%,’!ZQ af-

Cleveland Carroll Ray (1972- ) Waverly Carol Ray (1977- )
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The 1880 Wake County Agricultural Census provides interesting details on Buckner’s 175 acre farm in the Barton’s
Creek section of Wake County as described below:

ACRES OF LAND
Improved Land (Tilled including fallow and grass in rotation, whether pasture 60 acres
or meadow)
Forest 40 Acres
Other Unimproved Land including “old fields” not growing wood 75 Acres
Total Size of Farm 175 Acres
FARM VALUES
Item Amount
Value of Farm including Land, Fences and Buildings $ 1,000
Value of Farming Implements and Machinery 100
Value of Livestock 300
Total Farm Value $ 1,400
1879 FARM EXPENSES
Cost of Building and Repairing Fences $ 50
Cost of Fertilizers Purchased 40
Amount Paid in Farm Labor including Value of Board 150
Total Farm Expenses $ 240
Estimated Value of all Farm Products (Sold, consumed or on hand in 1879) $ 600
LIVESTOCK
Two Horses Two Calves Dropped Nine Lambs Dropped
Two Mules & Asses One Steer Sold (4 sold and 3 slaughtered)
Two Milk Cows 14 Sheep 74 Chickens
Three Head of Cattle Eight Swine 8 Other poultry
FARM PRODUCTION

50 Pounds of Butter (14 lbs. on hand June 1, 1880)
14  Fleeces clipped yielding 20 pounds (A fleece is the coat of wool that covers a sheep
or similar animal.)

100 Dozen Eggs

15 Bushels of Cow Peas (Cow peas are cultivated for forage and soil improvement.
The seeds are sometimes used for human consumption.)

Acres of Indian Corn yielding 100 bushels
Acres of Qats yielding 25 bushels
Acres of Wheat yielding 50 bushels
18 Acres of Cotton yielding 8 bales
1 Acre of Sweet Potatoes yielding 100 bushels

oo Lh 00

In summary, the 175 acre farm was valued at $1,400 and produced products that exceeded expenses by $360 in
1879. BucknefThired “colored” farm laborers who worked fifty weeks in 1879. Buckner(died in 1881 less than
one vear after the above agricultural report was filed.






