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FRANALIN saN FATHERED BENEFITS Fol WORKERS

by rred U. itwhlor (Fublished in the iLuws and Observer)

The union of employer and employe "in one grand orgenizetion opposed to
trade unions,” was the plen proposed by & native of Franklin County back in

Civil var days. That msn was John Jordan Upchurch.

In these days when trade unionism bulks so large in the publiec eye, and
wields so great en influence in nationmal politiecs, it is good to take a look
at one who was among the pioneers in the unionisation of workers, albeit the
ohief interest of the subjeot of this sketch was in the fratermal and bemefit

aspects of umionisme

Just as Frunklin was called a printer, and hoger Sherman a shoemaker, so
Upohurch is described in the registers as a mechanic. But like St. Faul, the
tentmaker, his mind was on many subjeots othor than his immediate calling.

Upohurch's youth was a hard one and it was enhanced by an unfortunate
occurrence in his family. his education was exceedingly limited but he hed

an active mind end even as & boy, saw beyond his irmediate enviromment.

rirst he worked on the ferm, and in his teena learned the trade of mill-
wright. .ihen he cume to Raleigh with his wite's uncle, John Zeigenfuss, and
with him opened a hotel, said to be the first temperance ‘house south of &ason
and Dixon's line. As was to be expeoted, the venture proved a failure, sufficlent
ovidence of this being found in an advertisement by W, W. Holden, assignee in
bunkruptey f'or Weke County, in the Raleigh Register, February 1843, listing a
sale of household furniture, including a "good two-horse wagon,” at the residence

of vohn Zeigenf'uss.

Youn; Upchurch worked briefly for the haleigh & Gastom Kuilroad, attempted
horse tauming, anc, meking little headwny, went to Pennsylvanie where in a few

vears he became master mechunic oi the nime Hill & Schuylkill Haven Railroad.

ln June, 1864, the employes o! the road, seeking a raise, went on strike,
end for two weeks Upohurch operated the road in the interest ot the govermmeat,
with men provided by the #ar Department. Then it was the thought came to him of

uniting toth employer and employe in one organization.



Urchureh, in 1868, joined the League of briendship, Suprema Mechanicel Crder
of' the Sun, in Meadvillas, Pa., one of mapy secret workers orders then apringing
up. 1t soon split, and on Upchurch's initiative a section reorganigzed as Jefferson
Lodge hoe 1, of the ancie;lt Order of united Workmen. One of the main objects of
the new order was "to discountenance strikes” but since the organigation had the
charucter of a lodge rather then e trade union, it proved impotent to affect strike
movements seriously one wuy or the other. ithen, according to the artifle in the
bictionary ot american biography, a year after its inception it levied e dollar
per capita assessment to pey substantisl death bemefits, it began to transform it~

self into a fraternal bemefit soclety, and became a model for a movement charscteristic

of the period in Amerioa.

The demand or a rising but propertyless working class for a bulwark against
sickness, old uge, and funeral expenses underlay the repid expansion of mutual-
benefit societies. Impetus was given by the policies of the old line commerocial
insurance houses, whose rates were very high. Indirectly, the soocieties were
influenced by the knglish friemdly societies of the 16th century, and directly,
although subordinately, by the secrecy, ritualism, and sociability of freemasonry.
Uozens of thom went bankrupt until, late in the eightles, acturial calculations were

adopted and reserves built up.

The ancient Urder of United Workmen pioneered in this field under the direction
of Jpchurch, wno in 1873 had been made Fast Supreme elasf:er Workman, and today he
is generally regarded as the founder of the mutual-benefit systom, which, some
years ago, numbered 200 fatermal societies in the United States and Cansda, with

more than 120,000 subordinate lodges and over 9,000,000 members.

Upchurch continued to work as a master mechanic for various railroads until
about 1881, when he gave the most of his time to the furtherance of the interests
or the benefit societies which he rad been so instrumental in founding. In 1885,
at the solicitution of the Order, he visited Calirornia, where he was feted by °
many lodges, and tho next year visited boston and Fhiladelphies. Lle was the author
of un autobiography, “The Life, Labors, and Truvels, of Father(the title by which
he was ulfectionately known in his later years) John Jordan Upchurch,” edited and

publishud posthumously by his faternal brother, Sam Loothe

n man of limited early advantages, Upchurch was a man of warm heart and oripginal
ideus, which, coupled with purposetul enterprise, made of his life one of real Lelp

to his fellowmen.

-~

Yo far as was known, Upchurch never returned to visit the home or his boyhood

end the 3acene of hic early adventures.
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John Jordan Upchurch (deceased) was the founder of the fraternity known
as the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and was born in Franklia County, N.

Hb TE I. ﬂ"w& (,Lhz,f.fim. Gy

5 K 5 v T C., March 26, 1820. His parents were John and Elizabeth (Hill) U church, also
Mnse olecly. Wy el of Franklin County, N. C., the former of whom died v.'h(en J?ohg Jordan was
C’/{N&& 1995 1T g but two ycars of age. The latter was employed as a elerk at the age of twelve
% years, and clerking, farming, and running a sawmill furnished him employment
~RPN 15 ecT 2000 anti] 1841, when he married Angelina Greep, and soon after began keeping liotel
1t Raleigh, N. C., where it is said he conducted the first temperance house south
Ciess =T LiE of Mason and Dixon’s line. This venture, however, proved unprofitable: but,
possessing the happy faculty of always finding something to do, Mr. Upchurch
0N JCRD 4 bl‘ was successful as an engraver, a railroad agent, horse-tamer, locomotive engin-

eer and master mechanic. A strike in 1864 impressed him with the injustice
= - = D = Ny done to both capital and labor by the existing unions, and he began to study prin-
Thee DoRe 7 ATRFrx U ciples that should underlie a union benefiting both. In 1868 was created the noble
order of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, of which Mr. Upchurch was the
honored father. In 1873 he located in Steelville, where his family still reside.
During the latter years of his life he visited, by invitation, Grand Lodges from
the Pacific slope to the Atlantic coast, and everywhere was most cordially met
with expressions of highest esteem. Upon his visit to Cincinnati, Ohio, he was
presented with a gold medal, beariog the emblems of the order, anchor and
shield, the former set in diamonds, and, on the reverse side, engraved, ‘“Pre-
sented to J. J. Upchurch, P. 8. M. W., Father of the A. 0. U. W., by the mem-
bers of the Supreme Lodge, 1882.” Mr. Upchurch died in 1857, deeply mourned
by his widow and five living children. Of his sons, Theodore F., a machinist,
served nearly a year in the late war, in Company K, One Hundred and Twenty-
seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, and married Sarah Millspaugh, by whom he
bas one daughter; John C., a carpenter, married Emma Wheeling, and has one
son; William A., an undertaker, wedded Olivia E. Adair, and has two sons;
Horace C. is also a carpenter, and Curtis L. is a barber. Two of tle boys,
John C. and William A., are members of the A. O. U. W., and all are Democrats
in politics.
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NFCA Holds 116th Annual Meeting

Indian Wells, Calif ~The Renaissance  general of Polish Nationa! Union of
Esmeralda Resort in Indian Wells was America. Mar:in Marek. 2 member of
the site for the National Fraternal Catholic Unicz. of Texas (The KJT), was
Congress of America's (NFCA) 116th named NFCAs 2002 Fraterr.alist of the Year
annual meeting, Officials. delegates and As 4 meeling highligh:. Woodmen
committee members from fraternal ben-  member Keith Yates (formerly NOW
efit societies across the nation met for the  member), NFCA's historian. received the
September 25-28, 2002, meeting. This first-ever Johr |. Upchurch Award for his
gathering provided an opportunity for more than 50 vzars of service to the fra-
the more than 550 attendees to discuss ternal benefit -stem. The award was pre-
important issues facing the fraternal sented at the st annual [ohn |

benefit system. Upchurch awzrds luncheon which will
Michael E. McGovern, president and be held at future NFCA annual meetings

chairman of the Board of the Catholic to recognize frzternal leaders.

Aid Association, was elected Chairman of Woodmen i one of nearly 80 fratemz!

the Board of the NFCA. He replaces Past  benefit societies that are members of the
Chairman John Andrzejewski II1. secretary ~ NFCA.

John Upchurch Lives Again
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David E. Upchurch, FICF

Jobn J. Upchurch

Attendees at this year's National Fraternal Congress of America’s (NFCA) annual
meeting enjoyed an opening session where South Alabama Manager David Upchurch,
FICE, recreated the “Father of Fraternalism, John J. Upchurch.” David, the great-
grandnephew of John Upchurch. made the dramatic presentation in period costume
and told of the trials and tribulations that faced his great-granduncle and the fraternal
system in its infancy. '

David and his wife, Sondra, have four children and they live in Montgomery, Ala.
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A Workin
With a Plan

John Jordan Upchurch had a great
idea.

And. the most impressive part is, that
Upchurch never gave up on his idea
even when times were most difficult.

Upchurch is credited as the “Father

of Fraternalism.” His idea and his
perseverance led to the formation of
the first fraternal benefit societv in
America. Some even call him a hero.

At first glance, however, Upchurch’s
life appears to be filled with failure
and misadventure.

He worked as a clerk and ran a
power mill. He owned a hotel and
bar. He tamed horses, farmed and
worked as a railroad master mechan-
ic. And he sunk his savings into oil
speculation at a time when the

nation was
consumed
with thoughts
of making a
fortune in
petroleum
companies.
None of
these ven-
tures made

o - Upchurch
pa i sti- o
A portion of rbansf c‘(;rjr; o
jon for the New Orde
tution -

oy qeritten by
A0UW), writ %
(,f{m nder fohn Jordan
“Upchu rch
10

g Man

by Kevin Warneke

[nstead, they often left him des-
titute.

“The founder of the fraternal
insurance system in America would
no doubt be classed as a failure by
today’s standards,” wrote Keith Yates
in 7he Fraternal Monitor. “He had
to depend on the charitable spirit of
the very organization which he
organized in order to survive during
the later years of his life.”

David Upchurch. South Alabama
manager for Woodmen of the World,
has spent years researching his great-
great-uncle’s life. ~“He was quite a
dreamer. Good with people, but a ter-
rible businessman.”

But the North Carolina native’s
legacy remains more than a century
after his birth because of a simple
idea and a dream.

“1 view him as an idea man,” said
Yates, historian for the National
Fraternal Congress of America. And
he had a good one.

The Father of Fraternalism’s idea
led to the formation of the Ancient
Order of United Workmen, or AOUW,

Yates said early fraternal insurance
organizations credit Upchurch as
their founding father. The AOUW was
the first organization to provide death

benefits to a worker’s widow.

Upchurch’s varied business ven-
tures and odd jobs led him, in April
of 1868, to Meadyville, Pa., where he
worked for the Atlantic & Great
Western Railroad.

That same month, a lodge — called
the “League of Friendship, Supreme
Mechanical Order of the Sun” organ-
ized in Meadville. Its object, accord-
ing to Yates in 7he Fraternal
Monilor, was to serve its members
and serve a worthy cause. Members
were mechanical and day laborers.

Upchurch joined and soon became
honorable master. But the lodge was
in disarray, and members agreed they
needed to reorganize. Upchurch had
his chance to share the plan he had
formulated in his mind and in a
notebook over the years.

On October 11, 1868, a seven-
member committee met to give
Upchurch the power to write a consti-

JANUARY — FEBRUARY = 2003



7 The “Father of Fratemahsm
tution for the new order. The lodge “From this day until his death, he‘ : '_'has a fam|||ar |ook_ :
later approved Upchurch’s plan, and (Upchurch) was honored and horuzed

the AOUW was formed. by the Order!” David Upchurch wrote : id Upchurch HCF d’d" t reallze
The new order’s constitution included ~ “The lost sheep had finally retumed to
a provision regarding insurance: the fold. It was a glorious day forjohn
“There shall be established, when the Jordan Upchurch.”
order numbers one thousand members, The membership, after leaming of
an insurance office; and policies issued, Upchurch’s financial plight, paid off
securing at the death of the member the mortgage of his home in
insured, not less than five hundred dol- ~ Steeleville, Mo., and gave him se\eral
lars to be paid to his lawful heirs.” hundred dollars. '
The plan was organized, according Suddenly, Upchurch was recogmzed
to Yates, so when a member died, other as a hero — and his financial “omesr_,_,

members would be assessed $1 each. were over. He received invitations to -
When membership reached 2,000, attend lodge meetings and banquets
assessments would be reduced as the throughout the country.
maximum payout was to be $2,000. In 1885, Upchurch, now referred
David Upchurch wrote in Frafernal s Father Upchurch, received a
Beginnings - A Biography of the. telegram inviting him to, travel to
Father of Fraternalism: “The orgam Califomla. The Grfmd_Lodge of
zation was now formed and John had California would\i;ay hi expenses.
finally put 'his dream into action. The The trip extended to states throu o
timing was nght but John would not
stay in Meadwlle and see it grow.”
Upchurch would spend the next 10
- years away from Pennsylvania as he
tried to prowde for his wife and 15
children. He worked in Ohioand ;
Missouri, bu f'aigam found ltle s eSS,
Ten )ears afler his greatest momenl,
Upchurchx as 50 poor he could fi&t
pay his 1odge"dues Lodges how er,
were growmg
' Upchurgh despite his ﬁnanm%ﬁm
straints, decided to attend the Supreme
Lodge’s meeung in St Louis, Mo. =
Arriving on the second day of the
meeting, he knocked for adrmttance
Master Wodunan Samuel BMye
- comed Upchumh and orde[ad 4 1e0ess

JANUARY = FEBRUARY = 2003
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Edward Harris.

4)
NoTE ! ThR Jonothan Harris. J)
Anne Harris. Anne married John Upchurch on June 21, 1790 in

é@,d./yv\o\& Granville County, North Carolina.
!' (P? Frances Harris. Frances married Leo Jackson on October 5, 1792
f in Granville County, North Carolina.
) W Li? Elijah Harris.
i [ ) Mary Harris. Mary married Sazuel Bailey on June 14, 1796 in
A W" Granville County, North Carolina.
<G) Martha Harris. Martha married Ephraim Bailey on February 24,

1797 in Granville County, North Carolina.
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Biographical Sketch of John Jordan Upchurch, Crawford County, Missouri

>From "History of Franklin, Jefferson, Washington, Crawford and Gasconade
>Counties", Bilographical Appendix, Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1888.

*‘k**************************‘k****************************** -

John Jordan Upchurch (deceased) was the founder of the fraternity known as the
Ancient Order of United Workmen, and was born in Franklin Counp{,

N. C., March 26, 1820. His parents were John and Elizabeth (Hill) Up- church,
also of Franklin County, N. C., the former of whom died when John Jordan was
but two years of age. "The latter was employed as a clerk at the age of twelve
years, and clerking, farming, and running a sawmill furnished him employment
until 1841, when he married-Angelina Green, and soon after began keeping hotel
at Raleigh, N. C., where it is said he conducted the first temperance house
south of the Mason and Dixon's line. This venture, however, proved
unprofitable; but possess- ing the happy faculty of always finding something
to do, Mr. Upchurch was successful as an engraver, a railroad a BIL;
horse-tamer, locomo- tive engineer and master mechanic. A strike in 1864
impressed him with the injustice done to both capital and labor by the
exlsting unions, and he began to study principles that should underlie a union
benefit- ing both. In 1868 was created the noble order of the Ancient Order
of United Workmen, of which Mr. Upchurch was the honored father. In 1873 he
located in Steelville, where his family still reside. During the latter years
of his life he visited, by invitation, Grand Lodges from the Pacific slope to
the Atlantic coast, and everywhere was most cord- ially met with expressions
of highest esteem. Upon his visit to Cin- cinnati, Ohilo, he was presented
with a gold medal, bearing the emblems of the order, anchor and s ield, the
former set in diamonds, and, on the reverse side, engraved, "Presented to J.
J. Upchurch, P.S.M.W., Father of the A.0.U.W., by the members of the Supreme
Lodge, 1882." Mr. Upchurch died in 1887, deeply mourned by his widow and five
living children. Of his sons, Theodore F., a machinist, served nearly a year
in the late war, in Company K, One Hundred and Twenty-seventh Pennsyl- vania
Volunteers, and married Sarah Millspaugh, by whom he has one daughter; John
C., a carpenter, married Emma Wheeling, and has one son; William A., an
undertaker, wedded Olivia E. Adair, and has two sons; Horace C. is also a
carpenter, and Curtis L. is a barber. Two of the boys, John C. and William
A., are members of the A.0.U.W., and all are Democrats in politics.
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UPCHURCH, JOHN JORDAN (Mar. 26,
1820-Jan. 18, 1887), fouirder of the Ancient Or-
der of United Workmen, was born on a farm in
Franklin County, N. C., one of four children of
Ambrose and Elizabeth (Hill) Upchurch, Af-
ter 1824, when the father was shot dead by his
wife’s brother-in-law, the family was extremely
poor. In 1837 Upchurch left the farm to learn
the trade of millwright. Four vears later, June
1, 1841, he married Angelina Green, a Pennsyl-
vanian, who became the mother of his fifteen
children. Soon afterward, with his wife's uncle,
John Zeigenfuss, he opened a hotel in Raleigh,
said to have been the first temperance house
south of the Mason and Dixon line. When this
venture failed, he worked briefly for the Raleigh
& Gaston Railroad, attempted horse taming for
a time, and in 1846 moved to Pennsylvania,
where he entered the employ of the Mine Hiil &
Schuylkill Haven Railroad, in 1851 becoming
master mechanic,

In June 1864, train hands, seeking a raise,
went on strike, and for two wecks, according to

his own account, Upchurch operated the road in

the interest of the government with men provid-
ed by the War Decpartment. The strike was
broken, and Upchurch determined to unite em-
ployers and emiployces *in onc grand organiza-
tion” opposed to trade unions ( Life, post, pp. 22,
24). On Jan. 1, 1863, e resigned from the rail-
road to engage in oil speculation, but with its
collapse at the end of the Civil War, returned,
off and on, to railroading. In 1868 he settled in
Meadville, Pa., where he joincd the League of
Friendship, Supreme Mechznical Order of the
Sun, onc of the many secret workers’ orders then
springing up. The Mcadville lodge soon split,
and on Upchurch's initiative a section reor-
ganized, Oct. 27, 1868, as Jefferson Lodge No.
I of the Ancient Order of United Workmen,
One of the main objects of the new order was
“To discountenance strikes” (/bid., p. 57), but
since the organization had the character of a
lodge rather than a trade union, it proved impo-
tent to alfect strike movements seriously one way
or the other. When, a vear after its inception, it
levied a dollar per capita assessment to pay sub-
stantial death benefits, it began to transform itself
into a fraternal benefit society, and became the
model for a movement characteristic of the peri-
od in America,

(1)

The demand of a rising but propertyless work-
ing class for a bulwark against sickness, old age,
and funeral expenses underlay the rapid ex-
pansion of mutual-benefit socicties. Impetus was
given by the policies of the oldline commercial
insurance houscs, whose rates were very high.
Indirectly, the socicties were influenced by the
English friendly societies of the sixteenth cen-
tury and directly, although subordinately, by the
secrecy, ritualism, and sociability of Freema-
sonry. Dozens of them went bankrupt until, late
in the cighties, actuarial calculations were adopt-
ed and reserves built up. The Ancient Order of
United Workmen pioneered in this field under the
direction of Upchurch, who in 1873 had been
made Past Supreme Master Workman, and today
he is generally regarded as the founder of the

mutual-benefit system, which in 1919 numbered -

two hundred fraternal societies in the United
States and Canada, with more than 120.000 sub-
ordinate lodges and some 9,000.000 members.
Upchurch continued to work as master me-
chanic for various railroads until about 1881,
after which time he had no regular employment.
In 1883, at the solicitation of the Order he vis-
ited California, where he was féted by many
lodges. and the next year visited Boston and
Philadelphia. He wrote an autobiography, The
Life, Labors, and Travels of Father I, J. Up-

church (1887), which was edited and published
posthumously by his fraternal brother, Sam
Booth. He died in Steelville, Mo., where he had
settled, and was buried in Bellefontaine Ceme-
tery, St. Louis.

[Sources include M. \V, Sackett, Early Hist. of Fra-
ternal Bewneficiary Socictics in simerica (1914) ; Walter
Basye, Hist. and Opcration of Fraternal Inswrance
(copr. 19i9); F. H. Hankins, “Fraternal Orders,”
Esncye, of the Social Sciences, V1 (1931), 323; Arthur
Preuss, A Dict. of Scerct and Other Socictics (1924) 3
A. C. Stevens, The Cyc. of Fraternitics (1899): St.
Lonis Globe-Democrat, Jan, 19, 1387, In Upchurch's
autobiog. (Life, p. 13), the year of his birth is given
as 1822, but ali other references to year of birth in the
Life, including description of cofiin plate (p. 228), give
1820.] H. S—w.
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Children of John J. Upchurch

1 Theodore F. Upchurch b 5-11-1844 Raleigh, NC d 5-8-1901
Aurora, MO. He served almost a year in the Civil War in Co. K, 127
Pennsylvania Volunteers. Theodore m (1) Sarah Millspaugh (div) m(2)
Mary Caroline Hogan b 1-28-1871 d 12-13-1913 dau of James (or John)
and Malinda Todd Hogan.

2 Rufus W. Upchurch b ca 1853 md Susan Arabella Cook b 1860. Rufus
was born in PA.

3 Charles F. Upchurch b ca 1856 PA.

4 Horace C. Upchurch b 8-4-1860 PA m(1) 11-14-1889 Winnie E. Fox
born 5-18-1872 d 2-27-1902 m(2) Mary Carolina Upchurch nee Hogan,
widow of Theodore Upchurch.

5 John C. Upchurch b ca 1862 PA md Emma Wheeling.

6 William A. Upchurch b ca 1865 PA md Olivia E. Adair b 8-18-1880.

7 Curtis L. Upchurch b ca 1870 Ohio. ,

John Jordan Upchurch, son of Ambrose, states in his book that he and
Angelina had eleven sons and four daughters. Seven sons have been
located but no daughters have been found. '
Information about the Priscilla Lawrence family was found in the
Compendium of American Genealogy, published by Virkus Co. of
Chicago. Letters to the address given were rcturned marked ''No

such number". There was no listing in the telephone directory

for the company.

There is satisfactory proof that Ambrose A. and Elizabeth Upchurch
were children of Ambrose: the use of the names of the parents,

the marriages were recorded in Granville Co., the statement of J.J.
Upchurch that there were two girls and two boys in the family, and
the ages on the Granville Census are about the ages the two children
would have been.

Grateful thanks are given to Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Copsey and to
Mrs. Killinger for their help in locating and documenting the
children of John Jordan Upchurch.
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UPCHURCH, JOHN JORDAN

Labor leader; b.Franklin County, N.C. 26 Mar 1820.
s.Ambrose and Elizabeth (Hill) U,; m.Angelina Green June 1,

1841, 15 child, Opened hotel with John Zeigenfuss, Raleigh,
N.C. lst temperance house south of Mason n line; moved
to Pa. 1846, master mechanic Mine Hill & Schuylkill Haven R.R,,

1851-65, operated road in interest of gové. during strike,1864,
joined League of Friendship, Supreme Mechanical Order of Sun

(secret workers® order), Meadville, Pa., 1863; responsible for
section or Order reorganiged as Jefferson Lodge Number 1 of

Ancient Order of United Workmen, 1868, became model for frat~
ernal movement characteristic of the period in An.; named past
supreme master workman, 1873; Founder mutual benefit system;

worked as master mechanic for various r.r.s. until circa 1881.

J.J. Upchurch (autobiography), 1887, Died Steelville, Mo.,
18 Jan 1887; buried Bellefontaine Cemetary, St. Louls,

Above informations Who was Who in America
Historical Volume 1607=1896
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John Jordan Upchurch. ..

America's “Father of Fraternalism”

Upchurch

June 6, 1890, was the date your So-
ciety was founded. But some mem-
bers will tell you its history actually
began in the 1860s; and, in a round-
about way. they are correct.

The concept of fraternalism prob-
ably dates to the dawn of civiliza-
tion when man expressed the first
glimmer of concern about his broth-
er. From their writings and teach-
ings. we know the ancient Greeks
were aware of it. They formed semi-
religious societies to aid each other
in sickness and death.

B -

The Upchurch Memoarial in the Bellefontaine Cemetery, St. Louis.
In the circular photo, George E. Owen, executive vice president of
your Society and president of the National Fraternal Congess of
America, places a wreath in tribute to the pioneer fraternalist.
The ceremony took place during the recent NFCA convention in
5t. Louis (See Page 4).

6

The early Romans also organized societies to hold
funds in trust to pay for the funerals of members. Then,
during the middle ages, such societies prospered in Eng-
land where they were first known as “guilds.” Later they
became known as “friendly societies.”

Most authorities credit a man named John Jordan
Upchurch with originating the first fraternal benefit
society in America. Upchurch was born on March 26,
1820, on a small farm in Franklin County, North Caro-
lina. When he was but five years of age, his father was
murdered. His mother tried to keep the family together
by taking in sewing, but soon found she could not. John
was thereupon sent to his paternal grandparents. They
apparently took good care of the boy’s physical needs,
but could not finance his education. Thus he was forced
to go to work at an early age.

Upchurch also was married when he was very
young. He frequently changed jobs in different commu-
nities, serving at various times as a farmer, millwright,
carpenter’s apprentice, hotel manager, horse trader and
railroad mechanic.

It was while Upchurch was a railroad mechanic that
he was chosen to represent a group of train hands who
were requesting a 50¢-per-day pay raise from the Mine
Hill & Schuylkill Haven Railroad. This was in 1864
when an engincer made $3.60 per day. Upchurch took
the workers™ demands to the railroad president, who di-
rected him to offer 40¢-per-day across the board. The
train hands rejected the offer. Then. after two weeks of
striking. Upchurch was chosen to operate the railroad
with a corps of engincers and firemen sent by the Sec-
retary of War. In cffect, for a brief period he was fed-
eral director of the railroad's operations.

Upchurch resented government intervention in the
dispute even though he was chosen to serve as its repre-
sentative. _

“As I thought over the subject.” he said. “I saw
more and more injustice done not only to capital but
also to laboring men whom they profess to befriend . . .
I was convinced that something should be done to har-
monize the two great interests of our country—capital
and labor. They, being equal, should receive cqual pro-
tection.”

Upchurch decided to do all he could to unite the
employers and employees into an organization which
would follow the principle of “the greatest good for the
greatest number.”

On October 27, 1868, in Meadville. Pennsylvania,
he held the historic meeting which resulted in America's
first fraternal benefit society. Upchurch was employed
in the lathe shop of the Atlantic and Great Western
Railroad at the time. He drafted a code of laws, called
a group of his friends, and sold them on the idea.

Upchurch and his associates decided on the name.
“Ancient Order of United Workmen,” for their new or-
ganization. Upchurch himself was elected leader with
the title of “Master of Workman.” The objectives of the
organization as written at that time were “to unite all
employed in the mechanical arts into one united body
for the defense and protection of their interests against

November 1979



all encroachments and to elevate labor to that standard
it is justly entitled to.”

Thus, Upchurch initially planned an organization
with goals far beyond that of the labor union interested
only in better pay and working conditions. He foresaw
an organization which would help to elevate the mech-
anic and laborer from mental, moral, social and civic
standpoints as well, and would provide financial assist-
ance to any member's family when that member died.

By July, 1869, Upchurch’s new lodge boasted more
than 50 members. By March 9. 1871, when the Gover-
nor of Pennsylvania approved the incorporation of the
A.0.U.W., there were at least ten lodges in existence.

When Upchurch died in 1887, he was living in Steel-
ville, Missouri. By that time. the fraternal benefit so-
ciety idea had spread to religious, ethnic and non-affili-
ated groups as well as the laborers and mechanics.
More than 500,000 members belonged to 16 large so-
cieties and many smaller organizations were making an
appearance in the United States and Canada. The
A.O.U.W. alone had more than 175.000 members in
over 3.000 local lodges.

It is ironical that. although Upchurch is credited
with originating the first fraternal benefit society, he
died with practically no property. The A.O.U.W. paid
off the mortgage on his home. After his death, an Up-
church Memorial Fund was started and $7.300 in con-
tributions were received. From this fund, $50 per
month was provided for his widow until her death in
1896 and enough money remained to erect the monu-
ment in his memory by his grave in-Bellefontaine Ceme-
tery in St. Louis.

Today the A.O.U.W. is no longer in existence, even
though many other societies such as ours, which was
started in 1890, continue to grow and prosper. The
problem with the A.O.U.W. was that instead of main-
taining a strong national headquarters, the A.O.U.W.
established geographical jurisdictions entitled “Grand
Lodges” and gave each full control of its own affairs.
Over the years, many of these jurisdictions ceased to be
fraternal and evolved into or became a part of mutual
or stock insurance companies. Others simply became
defunct. The last society bearing the A.O.U.W. name
had its headquarters in Seattle, Washington. This so-
ciety merged with the Early American Life Insurance
Company of St. Paul. Minnesota. in 1976. But all was
not lost because Early American itself was once the
Minnesota Grand Lodge of the A.O.U.W.

Today we know there are at least nine life insurance
organizations which either evolved from or grew in size
through mergers with A.O.U.W. Grand Lodges. Our
Society is one of which grew in size because of mergers
of these units. The Maine, Massachusetts and Rhode
Island Grand Lodges of the A.O.U.W. all merged with
the New England Order of Protection in 1941. The
New England Order of Protection merged with our
Society in July, 1968. Thus it is that we have Wood-
men members today who were at one time A.O.U.W.
members. It is in this roundabout way that we can
boast that our Society's history dates back to October
27. 1868. rather than June 6. 1890. when the Wood-

November 1979

The Upchurch home in Steelville, Mo.

men was actually incorporated by
Founder Joseph Cullen Root and
his associates. The big difference, of
course, was that the Woodmen was
not organized to serve a specific

oup.

Chisled on the 30-foot tall Up-
church monument at the Bellefon-
taine Cemetery in St. Louis are the
following words:

/

John Jordan Upchurch
Born March 26, 1820
Died January 18, 1887

“ His Works Do Follow Him”

=

Today there are more than 1l
million members of nearly 200 fra-
ternal benefit societies in America.
They can attest to the continuing
truth of this epitaph to America’s
“Father of Fraternalism.”

(Editor’s Note: We want to thank
Mr. Keith L. Yates, a past grand
master and former supreme record-
er of the A.O.U.W. in Seattle, for
his assistance in securing research
material for this article. Today, Mr.
Yates is grand clerk of the Neigh-
bors of Woodcraft in Portland, Ore-
gon. He is also author of a book
entitled “The Fogarty Years” which
traces the history of the A.O.U.W.
from its beginning.)
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AWEFORD COUNTY,

H, Hibler, street commissioner,
“ty officers resulted as follows: Ior
dosy JLJ0 Upelarely, 265 all others
lermen eleeted were: For the irst

Whitmire; Second Ward, Charles
wsurer, W, H. Davis; marshal, W,
=lected president of the board, and
119, 1886, Mayor Pumphrey asked

allowing him $10 per month sal-
o pass such ordinance, tendered his
‘mously accepted.  An election
-1 was ordered for May 4, 15886,
ohn Roberts being chosen. A, D,
Zoner, January 3, 1867, and Thomas

inance was introduced enlarging
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Founder’s Lodge, No. 224, A, O. U. W., named after J. J.
Upchureh, the founder of the order, was organized Saturday, July
30, 1830, with fourtecen members and the following officers: W.
C. Evansg, P. M. W.; John A. Headrick, M. W.; Fred Grucher,
F.; I P. Brickey, O.; O. Everson, Recorder; J. H. Boggs, G.;
D. J. Puckett, Receiver; G, B. Holmes, I. W.; Thomas W. Holines,
O. W, and Dr. J. T. Coffee, Med. Ex. The present officers are:
Henry Hibler, P. M. W.; J. C. Jadwin, M. W.; W. A, Upchurch,
F.; Charles Bunyart, O.; John A, Headrick, Recorder; Thomas
R. Gibson, Treas,; Charles Everson, I'in.; J. C. Upchureh, G.;
Patrick Slack, I. W.; Andiew Pabst, O. W.; trustees—B. F.
Russell, Henry Hibler and Rev. P. D. Cooper. The lodge
meets each second and fourth Saturday evening in the month, in
Johnson’s building, over Dr. Gibson’s drug store; the member-
ship now is about sixty, and the financial condition good.

In connection with the sketch of the above lodge of the A.
0. U. W, it is deemed appropriate to introduce a brief account
of the origin of the order itself in the United States, inasmuch
as the founder of it, My. J. J. Upchurch, for some years before
his death, resided in Steelville.

In June, 1564, while Mr. Upchurch was at work on the Mine
Hill & Schuylkill Haven Railroad, the train hands demanded an
increase of 50 cents per day in their wages. Mr. Upchurch
advised the president of the road of their demand, and was
directed by him to give them an advance of 40 cents per day.
This proposition was received with great derision. Their union
had directed them to demand 50 cents advance and to accept
nothing less, and, unless the 50 cents advance was given them,
they were to go out on a strike. Mr. Upchurch at once saw the
great injustice done the train men by the society to which they
belonged, which thus assumed to direct them in a matter of vital
importance, while the union knew but little, if anything, about
the difficulty between the railroad company and its employes.
However, the men went on the strike, as they were ordered to do,
and were out two weeks, when the Secretary of War sent a corps
of engineers and firemen and placed them in Mr. Upchurel’s
charge, and with this force he operated the road two weeks, in

o
the interest of the Government of the United States. At the
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end of this time the men, having lost a month's time, were ready
to return to work at the advance of 40 cents per day.  The ques-
tions that arose in the mind of Mr. Upchureh was, “What right
has a body of men, styling themselves a union, to diclate to
others what wages they chall receive?’ “Whence their power
to control the will of workmen?? Tt appeared plain that great
injustice was done, not only to the laboring men, but also to their
employers,and he was convineed that the societies, in the way in
which they were being managed, were exercising a baneful influ-
ence on the business interests of the country. He, therefore,
determined to institute an order which, if possible, should unite
employer and 011113103'e,in an m'gzmimtion obligating them to the
same great principle, The greatest good to the greatest
number.”

In 1865 Mr. Upchurch mentioned the trouble then agitaling
the country between capital and labor to Capt. Francis J. Keffer,
and disclosed to him his plan of uniting them both into one great
organization. Capt. Keffer was so fully and favorably impressed
with the value of the plan that, at the first opportunity, he became
a Grand Master Workman. In June, 1868, at Meadville, Penn,,
Mr. Upchurch joined the © League of Friendship Supreme
Mechanieal Order of the Sun,” and soon discovered that the order
was working in the dark, being unable to obtain any informa-
tion from the * Grand Council,” without taking the degree called
the “ Knight of the Iron Ring” and the payment of an extra $5,
and he came to the conclusion that the entire order was of no
practical benefit, that it was in fact organized for the purposes of
fraud.  Other members agreed with him, and hence the way was
easily opened to explain to the dissatisfied ones his new idea to
benefit the workingman. At a meeting of the League held Sep-
tember 29, 1808, the following resolutions were adopted:

Resolred. That a committee of seven be appointed to revise and remodel the
work of the order, together withthe ¢o
mittee correspond with the Grand Council, asking for their approval.

Resolred, That, if the Grand Council will not approve of our revised work,
we will return to them our charter, moneys, ete., and st once proceed to the
organization of a new order.

Resol-¢d, That the Honorable Master. J.J. Upchurch, be the chairman of said
committee.

stitution and by-laws; and that the com-*

——
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The following members were then appointed as the committee’

of revision: J. J. Upchurch, chairman; J. R. Umberger, W. W.
Walker, M. H. McNair, H. C. Deron, A. Klock and J. R. Hulse.

This committee on the evening of October 11, 1868, expressed
their willingness to leave the work in the hands of the chairman.
Oectober 17, 1868, the constitution and the first degree were ready,
the charter, ete.,, of the League was removed, the constitution
was read and adopted by acclamation, and the obligafion of the
first degree was administered by Mr. Upchurch, to thirteen
persons besides himself, viz.: J. J. Upchurch, A. Oaster, P.
Linen, T. F. Upchurch, W. C. Newberry, W.S. White, J. R.
Hulse, M. H. McNair, H. C. Deron, J. R. Umberger, S. Rositer,
P. Lawson, A. B. Ogden and J. R. Tracy, and thus was the An-
cient Order of United Workmen organized. The first officers
elected were J. J. Upchurch, M. W.; J. R. Umberger, C. F.; J.
A. Tracy, overseer; M. H. McNair, sccretary; J. R. Hulse, treas-
urer; Henry Deross, guide; A. P. Ogden, chaplain; W. S. White,
0. W.; S. Rositer, I. W.; W. C. Newberry, T. F. Upchurch and
P. Linen, trustees.

Business in Steelville is now being conducted by the follow-
ing individuals and firms: Dry goods, groceries and ready-made
clothing, Scott, Bass & Co., Matlock & Haley, Davis & Hamble,
Jemes Key and R. H. Houston; drug stores, W. A. Martin,
Eugene Trask and A. Gibson & Sons; harness-maker, R. . Bau-
com; shoemaker, Andrew Pabst; blacksmiths and wagon-makers,
Swack and J. P. Webb; blacksmith, Brandle; barber,
John Starks; carpenters, Upchurch Bros.; The Steelville Hotel,
kept by William D. Bass; postmaster, Andrew Jackson: physi-
cians and surgeons, Dr. J. T. Coffee and Drs. Gibson and Met-
calf, all allopathists; lawyers, G. D. Clark, E. A. Pinnell and B.
F. Russell; abstractors, Pinnell & Ramsey; livery stsble, Bass &
Bros.; meat market, Pinson & Myers; marble works, Cook &

Hopkins; insurance and real estate agents, Ferguson & Russell;
jeweler, William Halliburton; lumber yard, J. M. Sawyer; agri-
cultural implements, Upchurch Bros. The town has a Cumber-
lend Presbyterian, a Methodist and a Baptist Church, s Masonie
Lodge, an Odd Fellows Lodge, and a lodge of Unitead Workmen.

The Evans’ Flouring Mill is located one and s hslf miles
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have four children; they are members of the Baptist Church,  Politically, heisa
Democrat. Mr, Trask was clected county treasurer in 1884, and re-elected in
1856, which position he has since filled. Ile is & member of the Missouri State
Pharmaceutical Association.

Andrew H. Trask was born in Washington County, Mo., in 1829. His
father, Putnam Trask, was a native of New York City, and was born in 1809;
the latter, when a young man, came to Washington County, Mo., and for some
years was engaged in mining. He met and married Polly Campbell, a native
of Missouri, and of their twelve children Andrew H. wasthe eldest.  Soon after
marriage Putnam Trask settled on a farm which he conducted in connection
witl: mining, and in 1838 located in Crawford County, on the farm now owned
Ly Andrew H. In 1850 Andrew H. and his father went to California, and for
the following ten years were successfully engaged in gold mining., Putnam
Trask was a highly respected citizen, and lived to be about seventy-two years of
age; his wife died at the age of sixty-six years. In 1853 Andrew H. Trask mar-
ried Lucy A. Moutrsy, a native of JeiTerson County, who was born in 1836. Of
the fourteen children born to this union but seven are living, viz.: Josiah A.,
Henry S., Frances O., Samuel I., Napoleon B., Melvin and Julius E.  Mr. and
Mrs. Trask and six of the children are members of the Baptist Church. In 1362
Mr. Trask entered the Union Army in Company E, Thirty-second Missouri
Infantry, and took psrt in the battles of Chickasaw Bluffl and Arkansas Post.
He held the rank of sergeant, and after one year’s service was discharged on
account of ill health. He is a Mason and a Democrat, has been justice of the
peace for many years, and was county judge two terms, serving as presiding
justice the grester part of the time. He is a successful business man and one
of the heaviest tsxpayers of Courtois Township.

Martha, widow of the late Jacob Treece (deceased), was a daughter of Em-
mor and Mary Bails, natives, respectively, of Virginia and Pennsylvania. She

was born in Ross County, Ohio, in 1809, and was married to Jacob Treece in
1528. By this union were born eight children, four sons and four daughters,
viz.: George, Andy, Henry, Byron, Emily, who became the wife of E. G.
Evans, Maria L. snd Eliza, deceased in infancy, and Maria E., widow of the
late Jumes A. Pinnell. The parents came to Missouri in 1848, and settled in
Crawford County, which country was then wild and sparsely settled. In 1850
Mr. Treece purchased eighty acres of unimproved land, and moving his family
from the Meramec Iron Works, where he had previously beea engaged, he
turned his attention to farming. He added to his farm from time to time until
he owned 217 acres, the most of which is now under cultivation. Mr. Treece
was suddenly called from an active and useful life in 1881, deeply mourned by
one of the oldest snd most highly respected families of Crawford County. He
was a Republican in politics, as are his sons, three of whom served in the lste
war, George as first licutenant, Andy as major, and Henry as captain. Mrs.
Treece has lived to see many changes in her ndopted county, and has reared a
most interesting family. Though she has long since passed the allotted four-
score years and ten, she is still possessed of an active mind and takes a deep in-
terest in all around her.

John Jordan Upchurch (deceased) was the founder of the fraternity known
as the Ancient Order of United Workmen, and was born in Franklin County, N.
C., March 26, 1820. His parents were John and Elizabeth (Hill) Upchurceh, also
of Franklin County, N. C,, the former of whom died when John Jordan was
but two years of sge. The lstter was employed as a elerk at the age of twelve
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years, and clerking, farming, snd running a sawmill furnished him employment
until 1841, when hie marricd Angeling Green, and soon after began keeping hotel
at Ralcigh, N. C., where it is said he conducted the first temperance house south
of Mason and Dixon's line. This venture, however, proved unprofitable: but,
posscssing the happy faculty of always finding something to do, Mr. Upchurch
was successful as an engraver, a railroad agent, horse-tamer, locomotive engin-
cer and master mechanie. A strike in 1864 impressed him with the injustice
done to both capital and Iabor by the existing unions, and he began to study prin-
ciples that should underlie n union benefiting both. In 1868 was created the noble
order of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, of which Mr., Upchurch was the
honored father. In 1873 he located in Steelville, where his family still reside.
During the latter years of his life he visited, by invitation, Grand Lodges from
the Pacific slope to the Atlantic const, and everywhere was most cordially met
with expressions of highest esteem, Upon his visit to Cincinnati, Olio, he was
presented with a gold medal, bearing the emblems of the order, anchor and
shield, the former set in diamonds, and, on the reverse side, engraved, ““ Pre-
sented to J. J. Upchurch, P. S. M. W., Father of the A. 0. U. W,, by the mem-
bers of the Supreme Lodge, 1852, Mr, Upchurch died in 1887, deeply mourned
by his widow and five living children. Of his sons, Theodore F., a machinist,
served nearly a year in the late war, in Company K, One ITundred and Twenty-
seventh Pennsylvapia Volunteers, and married Sarab Millspaugh, by whom he
has one daughter; John C., a carpenter, married Emma Wheeling, and has one
son; William A., an undertaker, wedded Olivia E. Adair, and has two sons;
Horace C. is also a carpenter, and Curtis L. is a barber. Two of the boys,
John C. and William A., are members of the A. 0. U. W., and all are Democrats
in politics.

Lorenzo D. Viemann, of the firm of Burchard & Viemann, Oak Hill, isa
native of Gasconade County, and was born in 1848, He is the eldest of five
children born to Garret and Martha (Ridenhour) Viemann, natives of Germany
and Missouri, respeclively. Lorenzo D. Viemann was reared to agricultural
pursuits, receiving a good education in the common schools. He began doing
for himself in the capacity of a school tescher and farmer. In 1872 he mar-
ried Mary, daughter of Daniel and Eliza J. McMillen. Mrs, Viemann died in
1879, the mother of one child, also deceased. Tn 1856 Mr. Viemann was married
to Henrietta, daughter of William and Sarah Fort. One daughter, Fannie, has
blessed this union. Mrs. Viemann was the widow of the late Franklin Benner,
by whom ghe has one child, Nellie. In 1878 Mr. Viemann engaged in the mer-
cantile business in Red Bird, Gasconade County, where he was the proprietor
of a general store, carrying a stock worth sbout §2,000 until 18%0. He then
opened a store in Knob View, Crawford County, which he conducted about
eighteen months. In 1882 he purchased his interest in his present business at
Oak Hill.. The firm is doing a splendid business, and carry a £35,000 stock,
handling the produce of the country, as well as sn assorted stock of general
merchandise. Mr. Viemann was appointed postmaster of Oak Hill in 1834,
which office he still fills. He was also appointed notary public in 1835. He
is a member of the Democratic party, and belongs to the Masonic order. Mr.
Viemann owns a nice residence in the village of Oak Hill, where he resides,
and about forty acres of land in the county, beside property in the State of
Dakota.

James E. Wallg, a retired merchant of Leasburg, is the con of Spencer and
Anna Walls, nee Higdon, and was born in 1827, in Marshall County, Teénn., the
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381-0750
DONALD W. MEYER

SUPERINTENDENT

July 18, 1980

Mr. § Mrs. Robert J. Heck
12458 McKelvey Road
Apartment 21

St. Louis, MO 63141

RE: Grand Lodge of Missouri
A.0.U.W. #3104

Dear Mr. § Mrs. Heck:

Enclosed is all available information on John
and Angeline Upchurch as per your request.

We are also enclosing a copy of a newspaper
article which may be of some interest to you.

Check for $4.00 is acknowledged.

We are always glad to be of help. Please feel
free to contact us if we can be of any further

service.
Very truly yours,
BELLEFONTAINE CEMETERY ASS'N.
vy S
Donald W. Meyer, Sup'tx

DWM:cs

Enclosures



=

RE'PHYSIOIA.NS ARE REMINDED OF THE IMPORTANCE OF FILLING OUT THESE CERTIFICATES WITH ACCURACQOY.

|
THAT HAVE OCCURRED OUTSIDE T
%O Eﬂﬁs " IT ¥ op E

’\-”ST LOUIsS =

2%y This certiﬁcate must be fully and accurately ﬁllﬁut or it will not ne received and signed. @

T o

Name of D

Age, .............

the disease stated, on the date above named.

Place of Bu;'ial

I CERTIFY that I have examined this Certificate, and find it to accord with fhe requirements of the ‘ ity
Ordinances and Charter and the Rules of the Health Department. \

!

2 : "
‘ggf/ . Boalth vcmmi.clcncr I
0//25/ /7 '/&MJW vz |
: |

Clesk of Boaltd Gommizsioner and Boaﬁ V&al th,

USE Sextons recerving Bunal Certificatss :mtlzout the Signature of the Commissin Ty cwwthelnae%ﬁ as pro- ’
vided by Ordinance No. 10,820, ) (J‘Mmr L S :
. — ;

*In £lling out the above Cortificate, Physicians are carnestly requested to conform strictly tothe Nomenclature printed on the back, |




HUHUL L UIGGE - o

. Menorial services were_held at |
the %'ave: of John Jordan Up-}
church, founder of the fraternal
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nal -organizations.” The convention [\ v
of the - national group will open|
tomorrow at the Jefferson Hotel
Bradley  C. Mdrks of Fargo, N.| . i . s
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MEMORIAL SERVICES were held at the grave of John Jordan Upchurch, fraternal
benefit system founder, in Bellefontaine Cemetery yesterday. From left: Bradley C.
Marks of Fargo, N. D.; Farrar Newberry of Omeaha, Mrs Grace McCurdy of Rock Island,
IlL; Foster F. Egrrell and Fred Johnson both of Chicago; Walter C. Below of Fulton, Il1,,
i Mrs: Clara B. Bendar of St: Paul, Oscar A, Kottler of Philadelphia and Norton Williams
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UPCHURCH, JOHN JORDAN (Mar. =26,
1820-Jan. 18, 188;), founder of the Ancient Or-
der of United Workmen, was born on a farm in
Franklin County, N. C., one of four children of
Ambrose and Elizabeth (Hill) Upchurch. Af-
ter 1824, when the father was shot dead by his
wife’s brother-in-law, the family was extremely
poor. In 1837 Upchurch left the farm to learn
the trade of millwright. Four years later, June
1, 1841, he married Angelina Green, a Pennsyl-
vanian, who became the mother of his fiftecn
children. Soon afterward, with his wife's uncle,
John Zcigenfuss, he opened a hotel in Raleigh,
said to have been the first temperance house
south of the Mason and Dixon line. When this
venture failed, he worked briefly for the Raleigh
& Gaston Railroad, attempted horse taming for
a time, and in 1846 moved to Pennsylvania,
where he entered the employ of the Mine Hill &
Schuylkill Haven Railroad, in 1851 becoming
master mechanic.

In June 1864, train hands, seeking a raise,
went on strike, and for two weeks, according to

his own account, Upchurch operated the road in -

the interest of the government with men provid-
ed by the War Dcpartment. The strike was
broken, and Upchurch determined to unite em-
ployers and employees *in one grand organiza-
tion” opposed to trade unions (Life, post, pp. 22,
24). On Jan. 1, 1863, he resigned from the rail-
road to engage in oil speculation, but with its
collapse at the end of the Civil War, returned,
off and on, to railroading. In 1868 he settled in
Meadville, Pa., where he joined the League of
Friendship, Supreme Mechanical Order of the
Sun, onc of the many secret workers’ orders then
springing up. The Meadville lodge soon split,
and on Upchurch’s initiative a section reor-
ganized, Oct. 27, 1868, as Jefferson Lodge No.
1 of the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
One of the main objects of the new order was
“To discountenance strikes” (/bid., p. 57), but
since the organization had the character of a
lodge rather than a trade union, it proved impo-
tent to affect strike movements seriously one way
or the other. When, a vear after its inception, it
levied a dollar per capita assessment to pay sub-
stantial death benefits, it began to transform itself
into a fraternal benefit society, and became the
model for a movement characteristic of the peri-
od in America,

The demand of a rising but propertyless work-
ing class for a bulwark against sickness, old age,
and funeral expenses underlay the rapid ex-
pansion of mutual-benefit societies. Impetus was
given by the policies of the oldline commercial
insurance houscs, whose rates were very high.
Indirectly, the societies were influenced by the -
English friendly societies of the sixteenth cen-
tury and directly, although subordinately, by the
secrecy, ritualism, and sociability of Freema-
sonry. Dozens of them went bankrupt until, late
in the eighties, actuarial calculations were adopt-
ed and reserves built up. The Ancient Order of
United Worknien pioneered in this field under the
direction of Upchurch, who in 1873 had been
made Past Supreme Master Workman, and today
he is generally regarded as the founder of the
mutual-benefit system, which in 1919 numbered
two hundred fraternal societies in the United
States and Canada, with more than 120,000 sub-
ordinate lodges and some 9,000.000 members.

Upchurch continued to work as master me-
chanic for various railroads until about 188r,
after which time he had no regular employment.
Tn 1883, at the solicitation of the Order he vis-
ited California, where he was féted by many
lodges. and the next year visited Boston and
Philadclphia. He wrote an autobiography, The
Life, Labors, and Travels of Father 1. J. Up-

church (1887), which was edited and published
posthumously by his {raternal brother, Sam
Booth. He died in Steelville, Mo., where he had
settled, and was buricd in Bellefontaine Ceme-
tery, St. Louis.

[Sources include M. \V, Sackett, Early Hist. of Fra-
ternal Beneficiary Socictics in America (1914) ; Walter
Basye, Hist. and Opcration of Fraternal Insurance
(copr. 19i9); F. H. Hunkins, “Fratermal Orders,”
Encye. of the Social Scicnees, V1 (1931), 323 Arthur
Preuss, A Dict, of Scerct and Other Socicties (1924) &
A. C. Stevens, The Cyc. of Fraternitics (1899); St.
Louis Globe-Democrat, Jan, 19, 1387. In Upchurch's
autobiog. (Life, p. 13), the vear of his birth is given
as 182z, but all other references to year of birth in the
Life, including description of coflin plate (p. 228), give

1820.] H.S—w.
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I now Know that he founded the Ancient Order of United Workmen 27 Oct 1868.
That_hefwas born in Franklin county, North Carolina to Ambrose Upchurch and
Elizabeth Hill on 26 Mar 1820. That gg?‘did indeed spend some time in PA, that he
married Angelina Zeigenfuss Green in 1841 though whether it was May 29 or June
1 | haven’t yet figured out. _l_-l,ej"and Angelina had 15 children, the only one | can
name is Theodore. Hejwas in business with Angelina’s uncle John Zeigenfuss as an
innkeeper for a while, and he spent a lot of years working on the railroad. Right after
the Civil war, _I'Lejlost all his savings in oil spegulation. He wrote his own biography,
"The Life and Labors of Father ig_lJp_chuLc_lljwhlch was published in 1887, after his
death on 18 January 1887. He'sfburied in Balfontaine Cemetery in St Louis, MO.

Angellna is another hard one. | think she was born in PA. Her father may have been
Salome Green, and | assume her mother’s last name was Zeigenfuss, but so far, |
haven’t been able to verify any of it.
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BUT and this is my Big News.....Having sifted through all the Franklin county
records available to me, | can tell you that I’m pretty sure that our Henry Hill was the original Henry Hill,
brother to Green Hill Jr. 1 have checked ‘every reference mentioning the name Henry Hill at all, even just
as a witness, for Franklin county, and there are only 5 different Henry Hill's there. Three of them, Henry
son of Thomas, Henry son of Robert, and Henry son of Lewis, were already dead by 1808. That leaves us
with just the original Henry son of Green, and his son, Henry Jr. There is no record that Henry Jr. was
ever a magistrate of the court, and in fact, 1 find no reference at all to Henry Hill Jr. after 1798, except for
the 1803 record of Elizabeth Henry Martin and her husband John selling land that Elizabeth had inherited
“including 3 tracts originally granted to Henry Hill Jr.” (that record was among those | sent you last
time.) 1 have a theory about what happened to him, but | need to check it out first, meanwhile, as far as
available records go, Henry Hill Jr., just drops off the face of the earth after 1798." Henry Hill the elder,
however, was sitting on the bench as a magistrate in Franklin county as early as 1783. Moreover, he is
the ONLY Henry Hill, 1 can find any record of having ever been a magistrate. It has to be the original
Henry. He was born in 1740, so he'd have been 43 years old in 1783. Given the law of averages, his
oldest child was probably born about 1760, which would have made Henry Jr. about 23 years old, much
too young, to sit as a magistrate in a county court. back in the days when gray hair and wisdom were
supposed to go hand in hand. Besides, the court records distinguish between Henry and Henry Jr. So our
Henry, has to be the original Henry son of Green and Grace. I cannot find anywhere even an approximate
death date for either Henry Sr., or Henry Jr. Surprisingly, while the Hill family appears to have been quite
wealthy for the times, they weren't real big on making out wills. | hesitated to accept the idea that the
original Henry was Elizabeth’s father when everything started pointing that direction because somehow 1
bad gotten the idea that Elizabeth was Henry Hill's only child. 1 went back to JJU’s autobiography to
check. That isn't what he says. What he says, is that Elizabeth was Henry Hill's only daughter. Still, the
math of the whole thing kind of bothers me too. If our Henry Hill was the original Henry Hill, he’d have
been at least 50 when Elizabeth was born, and at least 93 when he deeded the farm over to her in 1834!
But, if Elizabeth’s father was a magistrate in the court of Franklin county, it can't have been anyone but
the original Henry. son of Green and Grace. 1 still have a lot of the Bute county records to go through and
almost all the records for both Granville and Halifax counties. And ! intend to go through them as
thoroughly as | have the Franklin county records, but { really think we have the answer.
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UPCHURCH: M. In this City, on Tuesday evening last, the 1t inst, by the Rev
M.I‘ .{AMIESON, Presiding Elder of the Methodist Ep?scopal Church of: th); Raleigl;
D.lstnct, Mr. John J. UPCHURCH, of Henderson, Granville county, to Miss Angelina
Zl?genfuss GREEN, adopted daughter of John ZIEGENFUSS, Esq. of this City. (RRsw
Friday 4 June 1841 3:5) /// ... Rev. James JAMEISON, Mr. John G. UPCHURCH,

(132 3e;1derson, to Miss Angelina Zeigenfuss GREEN. (RaNCSw Wednesday 9 June
:5) ‘
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UPCHURCH, JOHN JORDAN (Mar. 26,
1820-Jan. 18, 1857), founder of the Ancient Or-
der of United Workmen, was born on a farm in
Franklin County, N. C., one of four children of
Ambrose and Elizabeth (Hill) Upchurch. Af-
ter 1824, when the father was shot dead by his
wife’s brother-in-law, the family was extremely
poor. In 1837 Upchurch left the farm to learn
the trade of millwright. Four vears later, June
1, 1841, he married Angelina Green, a Pennsyl-
vanian, who became the mother of his fiftecn
children. Soon afterward, with his wife's uncle,
John Zeigenfuss, he opened a hotel in Raleigh,
said to have been the first temperance house
south of the Mason and Dixon line. When this
venture failed, he worked briefly for the Raleigh
& Gaston Railroad, attempted horse taming for
a time, and in 1846 moved to Pennsylvania,
where he entered the emiploy of the Mine Hill &
Schuylkill Haven Railroad, in 1851 becoming
master mechanic. ;

In June 1864, train hands, seeking a raise,
went on strike, and for two weeks, according to

his own account, Upchurch operated the road in
the interest of the government with men provid-
ed by the War Dcpartment. The strike was
broken, and Upchurch determined to unite em-
ployers and employces “in one grand organiza-
tion” opposed to trade unions ( Life, post, pp. 22,
24). On Jan. 1, 1863, he resigned from the rail-
road to engage in oil speculation, but with its
collapse at the end of the Civil War, returned,
off and on, to railroading. In 1368 he settled in
Meadville, Pa., where he joined the League of
Friendship, Supreme Mechanical Order of the
Sun, one of the many secret workers’ orders then
springing up. The Meadville lodge soon split,
and on Upchurch's initiative a section reor-
ganized, Oct. 27, 1868, as Jefferson Lodge No.
1 of the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
One of the main objects of the new order was
“To discountenance strikes” (Ibid., p. 57), but
since the organization had the character of a
lodge rather than a trade union, it proved impo-
tent to affect strike movements seriously one way
or the other. When, a vear after its inception, it
levied a dollar per capita assessment to pay sub-
stantial death benefits, it began to transform itself
into a fraternal benefit society, and became the
model for a movement characteristic of the peri-
od in America.

The demand of a rising but propertyless work-
ing class for a bulwark against sickness, old age,
and funeral expenses underlay the rapid ex-
pansion of mutual-benefit societies. Impetus was
given by the policies of the oldline commercial
insurance houscs, whose rates were very high.
Tndirectly, the socicties were influenced by the
English friendly societies of the sixteenth cen-
tury and directly, although subordinately, by the
secrecy, ritualism, and sociability of Freema-
sonry. Dozens of them went bankrupt until, late
in the eighties, actuarial calculations were adopt-
ed and reserves built up. The Ancient Order of
United Workmen pioncered in this field under the
direction of Upchurch, who in 1873 had been
made Past Supreme Master Waorkman, and today
he is generally regarded as the founder of the
mutual-benefit system, which in 1919 numbered
two hundred fraternal societies in the United
States and Canada, with more than 120,000 sub-
ordinate lodges and some 9,000.000 members.

Upchurch continued to work as master me-
chanic for various railroads until about 188T,
after which time he had no regular employment.
Tn 1883, at the solicitation of the Order he vis-
ited California, where he was féted by many
lodges, and the mext vear visited Boston and
Philadelphia. He wrote an autobiography, The
Life, Labors, and Trazels of Father 1. J. Up-

cluoch (1887), which was edited and published
posthumously by his fraternal brother, Sam
Booth. He died in Steelville, Mo., where he had
settled, and was buried in Bellefontaine Cenme-
tery, St. Louis.

[Sources include M. W, Sackett, Early Hist. of Fra-
ternal Beneficiary Societics in America (1914) Walter
Basye, Hist. and Opcration of [Fraternal Insurance
(copr. 19i9); F. M. Hankins, “Fraternal Orders,”
fneye. of the Social Scicnces, V1 (1931), 423; Arthur
Preuss, A Dict, of Sccret and Other Secicties (1024) 3
A. C. Stevens, The Cyc. of Fraternities (1890) 1 St
Louis Globe-Democrat, lan. 19, 1387, In Upchurch's
autobiog. (Life, p. 13), the year of his birth is given
as 182z, but all other references to year of birth in the
Life, including description of cofiin plate (p. 228), give
1820.] H.S5—w.
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UPCHURCH, JOHN JORDAN (Mar. 26,
1820-Jan. 18, 1887), founder of the Ancient Or-
der of United Workmen, was born on a farm in
Franklin County, N. C., one of four children of
Ambrose and Elizabeth (Hill) Upchurch. Af-
ter 1824, when the father was shot dead by his
wife’s brother-in-law, the family was extremely
poor. In 1837 Upchurch leit the farm to learn
the trade of millwright. Four vears later, June
1, 1841, he married Angelina Green, a Pennsyl-
vanian, who became the mother of his fifteen
children. Soon afterward, with his wife's uncle,
John Zeigenfuss, he opened a hotel in Raleigh,
said to have been the first temperance house
south of the Mason and Dixon line. When this
venture failed, he worked briefly for the Raleigh
& Gaston Railroad, attempted horse taming for
a time, and in 1846 moved to Pennsylvania,
where he entered the employ of the Mine Hill &
Schuylkill Haven Railroad, in 1851 becoming
master mechanic,

In June 1864, train hands, seeking a raise,
went on strike, and for two weeks, according to

his own account, Upchurch operated the road in
the interest of the government with men provid-
ed by the War Decpartment. The strike was
broken, and Upchurch determined to unite em-
ployers and employces “in one grand organiza-
tion"” opposed to trade unions (Life, post, pp. 22,
24). On Jan. 1, 1863, he resigned from the rail-
road to engage in oil speculation, but with its
collapse at the end of the Civil War, returned,
off and on, to railroading. In 1868 he settled in
Meadville, Pa., where he joined the League of
Friendship, Supreme Mechanical Order of the
Sun, one of the many secret workers’ orders then
springing up. The Meadville lodge soon split,
and on Upchurch's initiative a section reor-
ganized, Oct. 27, 1868, as Jefferson Lodge No.
1 of the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
One of the main objects of the new order was
“To discountenance strikes” ([bid., p. 57), but
since the organization had the character of a
lodge rather than a trade union, it proved impo-
tent to affect strike movements seriously one way
or the other. When, a vear after its inception, it
levied a dollar per capita assessment to pay sub-
stantial death benefits, it began to transform itself
into a fraternal benefit society, and became the
maodel for a movement characteristic of the peri-
od in America.

The demand of a rising but propertyless work-
ing class for a bulwark against sickness, old age,
and funeral expenses underlay the rapid ex-
pansion of mutual-benefit socicties. Impetus was
given by the policies of the oldline commercial
insurance houses, whose rates were very high.
Indirectly, the socicties were influenced by the
English friendly societies of the sixteenth cen-
tury and directly, although subordinately, by the
secrecy, ritualism, and sociability of Freema-
sonry. Dozens of them went bankrupt until, late
in the eighties, actuarial calculations were adopt-
ed and reserves built up. The Ancient Order of
United Workmen pioneered in this field under the
direction of Upchurch, who in 1873 had been
made Past Supreme Master Workman, and today
he is generally regarded as the founder of the
mutual-benefit system, which in 1919 numbered
two hundred fraternal societies in the United
States and Canada, with more than 120,000 sub-
ordinate lodges and some 9,000,000 members.

Upchurch continued to work as master me-
chanic for various railroads until about 1831,
after which time he had no regular employment.
In 1883, at the solicitation of the Order he vis-
ited California, where he was féted by many
lodges. and the next vear visited Boston and
Philadelphia. He wrote an autobiography, The
Life, Labors, and Travels of Father 1. J. Up-

chureh (1887), which was edited and published
posthumously by his fraternal Dbrother, Sam
Booth. He died in Steelville, Mo., where he had
settled, and was buried in Bellefontaine Ceme-
tery, St. Louis.

[Sources include M. W, Sackett, Early Hist. of Fra-
ternal Beneficiary Socictics in America (1914) ; Walter
Basye, Hist. and Opcration of Fraternal [nsnrance
(copr. 19i9); F. M. Hankins, “Fraternal Orders,”
Encye. of the Social Sciences, V1 (1931), 423, Arthur
Preuss, A Dict. of Sceret and Other Socicties (1924) ;
A. C. Stevens, The Cyc. of Fraternitics (18qg): St
Louts Glebc-Democrat, Jan, 19, 1387, In Upchurch's
autobiog. (Life, p. 13), the year of his birth is given
as 1822, but all other references to year of birth in the
Life, including description of cofiin plate (p. 228), give
1820.] H.S—w.
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UPCHURCH, JOHN JORDAN (Mar. 26,
1820-Jan. 18, 1887), founder of the Ancient Or-
der of United Workmen, was born on a farm in
Franklin County, N. C., one of four children of
Ambrose and Elizabeth (Hill) Upchurch. Af-
ter 1824, when the father was shot dead by his
wife’s brother-in-law, the family was extremely
poor. In 1837 Upchurch left the farm to learn
the trade of millwright. Four years later, June
1, 1841, he married Angelina Green, a Pennsyl-
vanian, who became the mother of his fifteen
children. Soon afterward, with his wife’s uncle,
John Zeigenfuss, he opened a hotel in Raleigh,
said to have been the first temperance house
south of the Mason and Dixon line. When this
venture failed, he worked briefly for the Raleigh
& Gaston Railroad, attempted horse taming for
a time, and in 1846 moved to Pennsylvania,
where he entered the employ of the Mine Hill &
Schuylkill Haven Railroad, in 1851 becoming
master mechanic,

In June 1864, train hands, seeking a raise,
went on strike, and for two weeks, according to

his own account, Upchurch operated the road in
the interest of the government with men provid-
ed by the War Dcpartment. The strike was
broken, and Upchurch determined to unite em-
ployers and employces “in one grand organiza-
tion” opposed to trade unions (Life, post, pp. 22,
24). On Jan. 1, 1863, he resigned from the rail-
road to engage in oil speculation, but with its
collapse at the end of the Civil War, returned,
off and on, to railroading. In 1868 he settled in
Meadville, Pa., where he joined the League of
Friendship, Supreme Mechanical Order of the
Sun, one of the many secret workers’ orders then
springing up. The Mcadville lodge soon split,
and on Upchurch’s initiative a section reor-
ganized, Oct. 27, 1868, as Jefferson Lodge No.
1 of the Ancient Order of United Workmen.
One of the main objects of the new order was
“To discountenance strikes” (/bid., p. 57), but
since the organization had the character of a
lodge rather than a trade union, it proved impo-
tent to affect strike movements seriously one way
or the other, When, a year after its inception, it
levied a dollar per capita assessment to pay sub-
stantial death benefits, it began to transform itself
into a fraternal benefit society, and became the
model for a movement characteristic of the peri-
od in America.

The demand of a rising but propertyless work-
ing class for a bulwark against sickness, old age,
and funecral expenses underlay the rapid ex-
pansion of mutual-benefit societies. Impetus was
given by the policies of the oldline commercial
insurance houses, whose rates were very high.
Indirectly, the societies were influenced by the
English friendly societies of the sixteenth cen-
tury and directly, although subordinately, by the
secrecy, ritualism, and sociability of Freema-
sonry. Dozens of them went bankrupt until, late
in the eighties, actuarial calculations were adopt-
ed and reserves built up. The Ancient Order of
United Worknien pioneered in this field under the
direction of Upchurch, who in 1873 had becn
made Past Supreme Master Workman, and today
he is generally regarded as the founder of the
mutual-benefit system, which in 1919 numbered
two hundred fraternal societies in the United
States and Canada, with more than 120,000 sub-
ordinate lodges and some 9,000.000 members.

Upchurch continued to work as master me-
chanic for various railroads until about 1881,
after which time he had no regular employment.
In 1883, at the solicitation of the Order he vis-
ited California, where he was féted by many
lodges. and the next year visited Boston and
Philadelphia. He wrote an autobiography, The
Life, Labors, and Travels of Father J. J. Up-

church (1887), which was edited and published
posthumously by his {fraternal brother, Sam
Booth. He died in Steelville, Mo., where he had
settled, and was buried in Bellefoutaine Ceme-
tery, St. Louis. .

[Sources include M. V. Sackett, Early Hist. of Fra-
ternal Beneficiary Socicties in America (1914) ; Walter
Basye, Hist, and Ogpcration of Fraternal Insurance
(copr. 1919); F. H. Hankins, “Fraternal Orders,”
Encyc. of the Social Sciences, VI (1931), 423; Arthur
Preuss, A Dict. of Sccrct and Other Socicties (1924) ;
A, C. Stevens, The Cyc. of Fraternitivs (1899); St.
Louis Globc-Democrat, Jan, 19, 1387, In Upchurch’s
autobiog. (Life, p. 13), the year of his birth is given
as 1822, but all other references to year of birth in the
Life, including description of coftin plate (p. 223), give

1820.] H. S—w.
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