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THE RAY FAMILY
Cmanesy —RFE 682
Wormly R. Ray (1794-1822), wife Nancy
Gill, is said to have been the son of Nathan and
Elizabeth Kilgo (kilgor) Ray. Wormly and Nan-
cy were married in 1813 and Natan and Eliza-
beth in 1790. According to court records both
men were reported to have drowned in the
Neuse River on or about the first of January,
1822. Neither body was recovered and both
men died intestate.
After Elizabeth Ray received her one third

dower in Nathan's estate the balance of his
property was divided between Wormly's two
minor children, Buckner and Henry C. Ray,
Jesse Gill, the father of Mancy Ray, was ex-

. ecutor of both Wormly's and Nathan's estates
and was appointed guardian to Buckner and
Henry.

In 1837, Buckner Ray married Midda Lee
Lowry and they had three children; Zadock,
Aurora (Mrs. Jefferson Upchurch) and Lee
Hawkins (Mrs. John D.R. Allen). After Midda
Lee's death Buckner married Jane Caroline
Grady in 1846. From that union eight children
survived, including; William, George W., Jim-
my R., Willis, Robert, Alfonza (Von), Mary
(Mrs. Eugene Penny) and Charles Buckner.
The family grew up on a farm in northern Wake
County where the remains of an Indian civiliza-
tion were found. According to an archaeolo-
gist, many of the artifacts uncovered date back
over one thousand years.

The Charles B. Ray residence, later used by Raleigh City
Schools as its business office.

Charles Buckner Ray (1865-1934),
youngest child of Buckner and Jane Ray mar-
ried Mattie Pugh the daughter of James L.
Pugh, in 1889. After farming for several years,
Charles moved to Raleigh, where, he became
superintendent of the Wake County Home. Lat-
er orr he founded the C.B. Ray Harness and
Carriage Co, which he operated until forced
into retirement by the ‘“Horseless Carriage”,
which, he stated was *‘very impracticable and
just a passing fad."

During the term of Gov. Kitchen, Charles
Ray’s daughter, Dorothy was invited to a birth-
day party honoring the governor’'s daughter.
After the party Charles sent a liveried landau
carriage to the mansion to await the pleasure
of Dorothy Ray and friends.

The children of Chas. B. and Mattie Pugh
Ray were; Hickman, May L., Dorothy C., Willa
M., Catherine S., Charles B., Jr. and Martha
Pugh (Mrs. J. Julian Carr).

Hickman Ray (1889-1925) was educated in
the Wake County Schools, Bigham Military
Academy in Asheville, The University of North
Carolina, and the University of Maryland

~ School of Medicine. In 1917 he entered the

Army Medical Corps and in 1918, prior to
leaving for duty in France, he married Ethel F.
Thompson of Durham. Hickman and Ethel had
first met several years before while guests in
the home of Dr. Sanford W. Thompson at the
Falls of The Neuse.

The children of Hickman and Ethel Thomp-
son Ray are Hickman, Jr., of Raleigh and E.
Frances (Mrs. Theodore B. Pollard) of Charlot-
te. Hickman Ray, Jr. Received his education

from the Durham Public Schools, Fork Union
Military Academy and the University of North
Carolina. In 1942 he entered the Army Air
Force and served as a radio operator and tech-
nician in the South Pacific theatre.

After receiving his discharge in 1945 Hick-
man Ray, Jr. attended Kings Business College
and soon thereafter, he entered the employ of
R.L. Dresser, Inc. Among his many hobbies
were astronomy, pipe organ building and col-
lecting antiques.

Sources: Estate papers, court records, marriage
bonds, Willa M. Ray and George W. Ray, II.

— Hickman Ray
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1 v TObFES R. M. Andrews and H. N. Prker were efected deacons in February,
@ L\—-{— Ire S £ N 188S. B. J. Upchurch was elected a trustee in October of the same year. In
Hpj} 01 9MMM19Q the late 1880’s the names of David Smith and R. E. L. Yates began to
ﬁ M appear in the records of church business. Soom both were representing
the church at denominational meetings. And after the turn of the century,
Lo G/QJJL la 5 N Zovo both would emerge as leaders ofthe congregation. Wilson's resignation as
Pa. '8 19 a deacon in December, 1896, hzd left the ciurch with only two persons
, /

holding that office. Consequently, S. H. Averitt was elected deacon on
January 23, 1897, and was ordaimed the nest day. By 1901 the leadership
of the church was dearly in new hands, bath with representatives from
the founding families and representatives from families that had moved

' into the community and into thechurch. Indeed, only three charter mem-
@ {4’(),,,\/1)(‘ oVl nbibzv, bers were left: Delia Goodwin, Aurora Upehureh, fand L. L. Upchurch.
A Entirely missing from the churchmoll are some charter family names: Betts,
A PL( V“"““L 3oLT Rambout, Strain, and Weddon. But there are other new family mames that
2005 tudh $040mes will be prominent in the church minutes of the next era.
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%] Francis Ray or Luke Ray ?

Nathan Ray

b: Abt. 1765

m: January 05, 1790

d: 1822 in the Neuse River

Rachel ?
Wormley Rose Ray (27) Fact 1: Wife of Francis Ray
b: 1794

m: December 24, 1813 in Wake County, NC
d: 1822 in the Neuse River

Buckner Ray (62)

b: May 01, 1818 in Wake Co., NC

m: December 12, 1846 in Wake County, NC :
d: January 15, 1881 in Wake Co., NC v S

Fact 1: m: (1) Midda Lee Lowry in 1837 Davnd_Glll

Fact 2: m: (2) Jane Caroline Grady in 1846 3 d: 1788 in Wake County, NC

esse Gill
m: October 26, 1792 in Wake County, NC

Daughter of John & Eliz. Mann
Fact 1: From Wake Co., NC

Nancy Ann Gill
d: Bef. 1871
Fact 1: m: Wormley Ray

Buckner Pace
b: Abt. 1740
d: 1811

b: March 23, 1855

d: December 17, 1939 in Wake County, NC
Fact 1: m: (1) Ella Florence Gill, Dec. 30, 1879
Fact 2: m: (2) Alma G. Harrison, Jan. 6, 1914

e
Mark Grady

m: November 25, 1821
d: Aft. 1851

Josiah Shipp II
b: Abt. 1693 in Essex Co., VA
d: 1739 in Caroline Co., VA

o AL e

: : Richard Shipp

27| Janc Caroline Grady (86) 1 d: 1778 in Edgecombe Co., NC
22 b: August 26, 1822 in North Carolina ] Fact 1: Owned land in Wake Co., NC :
d: November 16, 1908 ¥

Fact 1: Mother of nine { 4 o . )
Elizabeth Hodgson
oy 5 Y “

Sl P - Elizabeth

Martha "Patsey" Shipp )
Fact 1: m. Mark Grady Nov. 25, 1821
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Buckner Ray (father of Vou Ray) was born on May 1, 1818 in Wake County, North Carolina. He was named
after his great grandfather on his mother’s side, Buckner Pace. Buckner’s father, Wormley Rose Ray,
drowned in the Neuse River on or about the first of January 1822 when Buckner was only three and a half
years old. Buckner’s grandfather, Jesse Gill, was appointed guardian of Buckner and his brother, Henry.
At the age of 19, Buckner Ray married Midda Lee Lowry on October 14, 1837. A copy of their marriage
bond is reproduced on the following page. The Lowry family was among the early settlers of the area that
became Wake County. They arrived prior to 1760. Buckner and Midda Lee had three children:

1.  Charles W. Ray was born in 1838. On May 1, 1861 at the age of 22, Charles enlisted as a private in
the Confederate Army (Company E, 14" North Carolina Regiment). This was his father’s 43"
birthday and less than three weeks after cannons fired on Fort Sumter in South Carolina
signaling the beginning of the Civil War. When he enlisted, Charles was issued a blanket and a
pair of shoes. Pay vouchers reveal Charles was paid thirty three cents per day for his service on
behalf of southern causes. He was promoted to corporal on November 13, 1861 after six and one
half months of service. Military records commend Charles for his conduct in battle. Charles was
25 when he was killed on November 27, 1863 in the Battle of Silver Run near Payne’s Farm in
the Mine Run Campaign near Culpeper, Virginia. Charles never married.

2. Zadoc Daniel Ray was born August 10, 1840
and died at age 37 on March 8, 1878.
Zadoc volunteered on his twenty-first
birthday and served as a 2°¢ Sergeant in
Company D, 30" North Carolina Infantry
Regiment, Confederate States of America.
Zadoc was wounded at the Battle of Cold
Harbor on May 1, 1862 east of
Richmond, Virginia and was captured at
Kelly’s Ford on the Rappahannock River
near Culpeper, VA on November 7, 1863.
He was imprisoned at Point Lookout,
Maryland until after the conclusion of the
war (June 17, 1865). Zadoc married
Artelia Frances Nipper in 1868 and they
had four children:

A. Tessie Lee Ray (1871-1939)
Married Wilmer Conrad Betts. Zadoc Daniel Ray (1840-1878)
B. Charles Maude Ray (1877- )
Named in honor of her uncle who was killed in the Civil War. Maude married Jesse
Thomas Burke. She lived until after 1963.
C. Patrick Ray ( -1951). Married (first) Walena Atkinson and (second) Mina Williams.
D. Hattie Ray (1875 - 1956).

3. Lee Hawkins Ray (1844 - 1878). Lee married John Allen and they had two sons, Charlie and George.

Buckner’s first wife, Midda Lee Lowry Ray, and all three of their children, Charles, Zadoc, and Lee
Hawkins, died prior to Buckner. Writing in the 5® Century B.C., the Greek historian Herodotus, “The
Father of History” observed that “In peace sons bury their fathers and in war fathers bury their sons.” This
was certainly true of the impact of the Civil War on Buckner Ray’s family.
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The July 25, 1983 Raleigh News and Observer contained the following article on the military service of Charles

and Zadoc Ray.

“Peaceful place rewards Civil War soldier from Wake”

“It happened at Appomattox
Court House in Virginia in 1865.

Gen. Robert E. Lee watched the
soldiers move past on their way to
make the last great charge of the
Civil War.

He watched the line of tired
veterans march forward; men
made old by war, men who had
worn the Confederate gray and
followed him faithfully for four
long, wearisome years.

They marched “with steady step
and unbroken line,” as one witness
reported, and at the sight of them,
Lee said softly, “God bless old
North Carolina.”

Among them were the men of
Wake County, hometown boys
who had gone off to fight for their
cause, be it right or wrong. They
would let history judge.

The simple version says the
Civil War was fought over slavery,
but Zadoc Ray never owned a
slave. Neither did his brother,
Charles.

They were ordinary men in
extraordinary times. Politicians
made the war, as they always
have, while simple men did the
fighting and dying. This is the
story of two of those simple men.

The Ray family came to Wake
County from Virginia, so the story
goes, settling along the Neuse
River in what is now Barton Creek
Township.

Buckner Ray, the patriarch, had
two sons, Charles and Zadoc, and
a daughter, Lee Hawkins Ray.

The war came in April 1861
when South Carolina troops lobbed
shells into Fort Sumter in
Charleston.

War fever swept the South like
a brushfire. Charles, 22, was a
farmer, and he was the first to
join, signing up as a private in
Company E of the 14" North
Carolina Infantry Regiment.

Zadoc, his younger brother,
waited until that August to join. He
joined as a corporal in Company D
of the 30™ North Carolina Infantry
Regiment on his 21* birthday.

Charles served with distinction.
He was listed on the Roll of Honor
for bravery at the battle of Silver
Run.

Zadoc was the first to fall in
battle. He was wounded near Gaines
Mill, Va., on June 27, 1862. He
returned to duty on New Year’s Day,
1863.

Charles and Zadoc fought at
Gettysburg and were with Lee on the
sad retreat into Virginia.

Zadoc was on duty with the 14"
along the Rappahannock River on
November 7, 1863.

Lee was desperately trying to halt
the Union advance before winter set
in, and two brigades were sent north
of the river to defend a small pon-
toon bridge at a place called Kelly's
Ford.

Zadoc was one of the men on the
north bank of the Rappahannock that
night; and like the others in his unit,
he didn’t see the advancing Union
troops until it was too late.

The Union troops attacked in
force. There had been a plan that in
a large attack the bridge defenders
would pull back across the river as
artillery fire protected them.

The plan did not work, and 1,200
to 1,500 confederate soldiers were
captured. Among them was Zadoc
Ray of Wake County. Lee wrote in
his diary, “Thus, in a very few
words, I record the saddest chapter in
the history of this army.”

Zadoc was taken to a Union prison
camp at Point Lookout, Md., where
he would remain until war’s end.

Charles, with the 30", was killed
during the Mine Run campaign near
Payne's Farm three weeks after his
brother was captured.

Zadoc came back to Wake County
after the war and tried to put his life
back together. He was 25.

He married Artelia Nipper, a
neighbor, in 1868. The young couple
settled near Zadoc’s father’s farm on
145 acres Zadoc bought from the
Broughton family in 1870. The land is
near the intersection of N.C. 50 and
N.C. 98.

Zadoc built a one room log cabin
near a spring and beneath a grove of
trees on the front of his farm. Soon
there was little Tessie and a daughter
he named Charles Maude for his fallen
brother. And then there were Patrick
and Hattie.

No one knows what it was, but
something was wrong with Zadoc.
Maybe it was his wound; maybe it was
the deprivation of a prisoner of war
camp. Whatever the reason, on March
8, 1878, at the age of 38, Zadoc died,
leaving a wife and four babies. He was
buried near the cabin.

Last week, I stood with David
Carter of Rocky Mount, the 23-year-
old great-great-nephew of Charles and
Zadoc Ray.

David has spent months tracing his
family’s history, and the search led him
back to the grove of trees where Zadoc
lived all too briefly in peace.

Zadoc’s and Artelia’s cabin is
covered with vines and is slowly
disappearing into the land. The couple
(she lived until 1920) are buried
nearby.

But the trees are still there, towering
over the little home, and the place is
peaceful.

Down in Kinston is a statue honoring
the Confederate dead. On it are words
that offer perhaps the most fitting
epitaph for the men such as Charles and
Zadoc Ray who went off to fight: “Not
for wages, not for glory, ‘twas for
home and right they fell.”






