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ROBERT P. UPCHURCH
351 Shetland Valley Court
CHESTEREFIELD, MO 63005-4640
Phone: (636) 530-6022 email: <phil@upchurchstory.com>
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£/~ Cardenas. 1In.899,ayear after local Spanish-American War hero Worth Bagley

o RUC co NC was killed at Cardenas, Cuba, in 1898, this Raleigh & Cape Fear Railroad station

i) ( ¢z and post office were named in his honor. Rufus R. Sexton became the first post-

9CROOLY £3¢&> master, followed by William L. Johnson, and then Lena E. Sexton, who served
o for twenty years before the office closed in 1925.18

£ CA AALETEN & Kemptylglohnson erected telephone poles for a line from his home at Carde-

£, nasto Caraleigh Mill in Raleigh in 1896; in 1907 the area got its own exchange

<éx 2 when Dr. James M. Judd, A. C. Burt, Ed H. Ballentine, and other local resi-

& dents formed Cardenas Telephone Company. Mrs. Sexton operated the switch-

¢+ board at her home near the railroad depot. A. N. Johnson had a general store

at the depot. Dr. Judd lived nearby and carried on a medical practice covering

& Wake, Harnett, Johnston, and Chatham counties. Dr. H. H. Utley also practiced

£>  there in the early 1900s. In about 1895 Irene Johnson Cook built a small private

school, which later became a public school for white children until the county

school board authorized a new building, completed in about 1910. Kemp John-

& son assembled a large lumber business. Dr. Judd’s daughter, Edith Judd Parker,

recalled that Johnson had a “music hall” near his home and allowed the commu-

nity to use it for special speakers and events such as school Christmas programs.

The area’s earliest moving pictures were also shown there. Other businesses and

< industries included sawmills and cotton gins owned by W. M. Ballentine and

L& W.Z (“Zeb”) Atkinson, and J. L. Brown’s grocery. J. H. Hinesley’s blacksmith

shop was located there in the 1910s.%
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Table No. 1.—Miscellaneous Factories by' Counties, Officers, Articles Manufactured, Invested Capital, Etc.
Incor-
porated
or
Com-
menced Invested
No. County Postoffice Facto President Serratary Adicles Manufactured Business | Capital No.
a8 521 [ Do ] Do UPCHURCH, HESTER & POOL Parinership __ | | 300 | 5021 |
A2 Comag Na Do ¢ Carleiah Phos. and Fart. Works | J. J. SUMMERAL | Gulphuric acid and fertlizers | | 1304347 | 5030 |
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#a [586 | Do [RaWkhR6 | C.JLASSTER l 1 [ Meal and flour [ [ 24554 ] 5086 |
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Raleigh Cotton Mills

Pilot Mills

Circa 1890
Raleigh Historic Site 1990
National Register Property 1959

The first unit of Pilot Mills was built circa 1890. Its original
president was William H. Williamson and the building has had at
least twelve additions.

Raleigh lllustrated indicates that in 1904 the factory was operat-
ing “with an outpur of 1,250,000 yards of cotton plaids. . .” per year.
By 1910 it was manufacturing shirting and chambray, had 425
looms, 11,000 spindles, employed about 300 people, used 5,000 bales
of cotton annually, and turned out a yearly 8,000,000 yards of cloth.

About 1920 the mill was sold to Consolidated Textile Corpora-
tion and re-sold to a group of Raleigh citizens in 1931. In 1966 it was
bought by Crompton Incorporated of New York, a company which
is now manufacturing fine combed cottons and syntherics in the
building.

It is surprising to know that in the early days of this mill its labor
union treasurer absconded with all collected dues and the factory has
not had a union since that time.
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614-618 Capital Boulevard

Raleigh Cotton Mills

Circa 1890
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~ Raleigh Cotton Mills, shown above, is located near the terminal
of the Seaboard Airline Railroad. Like Pilot Mills, it was also built
around 1890. Of it the 1904 Raleigh Illustrated says: “Raleigh now
has in successful operation a large spinning factory, the Raleigh
Cotton Mills, that consumes 1,750,000 pounds of cotton annually
making hosiery yarn.”

The old building was originally adorned with two imposing
towers, earlier removed, and the building is now painted gray. It is
currently used as a Philco products center of distribution.

Pilot Mills responded to change, accommodated to it and mirrored the
development of the textile industry in Raleigh. However, since it closed in
1982, Pilot- Crompton Mill, as it is now called, has changed hands sev-
eral times. Itis located ar 1121 Haynes Street. Hopes for restoration and
adaptive use have not materialized and at present its future is dim. But
hope springs eternal. Raleigh Cotton Mills is used as a distribution center
and for several small businesses.
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Subject: [wecgs] Interested in Writing? Want to Support Raleigh City Cemeteries Preservation Inc? Consider

this workshop! [1 Attachment]
From: "Diane L Richard" <dianelrichard@mosaicrpm.com>
Date: Wed, May 18, 2011 9:14 pm

To: <wcgs@yahoogroups.com>

Cc: <jthurmani@nc.rr.com>

[Attachm from Diane L Richard included below]

As you may know the Raleigh City Cemeteries sustained massive damage from the tornado that struck the
city and are currently closed. This article published at the Raleigh Public Record will give you some sense
of just a fraction of what occurred and it does mention Raleigh City Cemetery,

N ,1,;4 ”o
To help raise funds to help restore Raleigh City and other historic cemeteries, this Saturday, Raleigh City

Cemeteries Preservation (RCCP) and History Matters Foundation present

Lessons From A Bestseller

A Writers Workshop and Luncheon featuring International and New York Times Bestselling author Steve
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FERTILIZER

o
Simultaneous with the opening of the Caraleigh Cotton Mills in 1892 came that
of the nearby Caraleigh Phosphate and Fertilizer Works, maker of chemical fer-
tilizers. Both organized in 1891, the two companies were backed by many of the
same men, such as Ashley Horne of Clayton and Raleigh's . J. Thomas, Joseph
R. Chamberlain, W. H. Pace, E B. Dancy, and W. G. Upchurch. Chamberlain
left his position as professor of agriculture at the A & M College to become su-
perintendent of the phosphate plant in 1892. Only days after the plant opened, a
fire destroyed the “acid department” building where pyrite was burned to make
sulfuric acid, but the loss was covered by insurance. By 1911 the company had
100 employees and by 1916 reported capital stock of some $300,000, making
it Wake's largest single enterprisé- Farmers Guano Company, incorporated in
1902, was the distribution arm of Caraleigh Phosphate.”

75. News and Observer, Jan. 31,1891, 4; Aug. 19, 1892, 1; Wake County Record of
Corporations, film, Book B, 32.
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Typhoid fever attacked during summer months, when flies multiplied and
open wells became contaminated with fecal bacteria. Dr. J. R. Rogers recalled an
especially alarming outbreak at Caraleigh Hill around the turn of the century.
He first treated Sarah Jones and her five or six children, and soon there were
ninety other cases—all mill workers who drank from the same well. “Practically
every case recovered,” Rogers later wrote. His treatment involved keeping the
patient “absolutely in bed,” giving turpentine emulsions, opium pills for hemor-
rhages, water, buttermilk, and “pepsinized” sweet milk.¥
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" Ho has held many positions of honor

and trust. He took hold of the State . He was the moving #pirit in the es-
Fair when it was in a bad way and tablishment of the' Caraleigh Cotton
hgﬂm to steer it,over the breakers. Milig, ahd at his death was President of
1e was for several years its president the Oaraleigh, Mills dnd a director in the
and worked hard in its behalf. ‘He was Caraleigh Phosphate Works.
for years a member of the B'ate Board n _tha aatablt’.;bment of all -these en.
of Agricnlture, and was on its finance terprisaua- Mr. Upchurch had taken a
commiitee. | : ' ' prominent pirt. He gave also of his time
He was a' dircetor and vieo prosident and means to churches, schools and

of the National Bank of 12
was ond .of the builders an
the matidger of the Raleigh Oil and Fer

tiliz.r Works.
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KPN: A Late 19th Century Recipe for Success

March 23, 2009 by
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This striking image on the cover of one of our pamphlets caught my eye today — “Plant Food: Its
Nature, Composition and Most Profitable Use, Prepared to Aid Practical Farmers,” was published c.
1895 by the North Carolina State Horticultural Society, Experimental Farms, Southern Pines. This
guide contains brief descriptions of fertilizers — Potash, Phosphorus, and Nitrogen, and includes
different recipes for different crops, adjusting the levels of each component to optimize the growing
of specific vegetable. The guide also lists some curious sources for finding these nutrients and
methods for applying them to your land.

The iconography of the cover follows the style of other turn-of-the-century posters, which tended to
draw a direct visual comparison between contemporary technological advancements and classical
civilization (a prime example being the Columbian Exposition, which was just two years before this

guide was published). The female figure is wearing a garment reminiscent of Grecian clothing and
sprinkling fertilizer from a pottery vessel, which bears the letters K, P, and N (the chemical symbols
for the major plant nutrients Potassium, Phosphorus, and Nitrogen) and is rendered the red-figure
style of Ancient Greek pottery. The scene is framed by two trees and root plants along the bottom
that sprout up over the frame’s border into the image block, suggesting health, growth, and
abundance.

The KPN listed on the figure’s vessel is likely one of the earlier instances of identifying fertlizer
packages by the chemical symbols of the components — even today, fertilizer packaging bears the
letters and amount of each nutrient. We have an advertisement postcard for the product Eclipse
Guano, made by the Caraleigh Phosphate & Fertilizer Works, dated 1928, which shows a man sitting
on a 200 1b. sack of fertilizer and holding another upright in front of him. The bag lists the chemical
ratios of the ingredients as, “Phos. Acid Nitrogen 247 Equiv. to Ammonia Potash (K20) Water
Soluable Nitrogen 1/3 Total.”



A WAKE COUNTY FARMER
“CARALEIGH"

CUSTOMER FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS
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A BRAND THAT HAS MADZ GOOD AND SERVEDR OUR
CUBTOMERS ¥DR OVER THIRTY YEARS
LET US VELL YOU MORE ABOUT IT—WRITE US

“CARALEIGH" FSRTILIZERS UNDER YOUR CROPS
MEANS MONEY [N YOUR PCCKET.

OATS FIVE TO SIX FEET RIGH ON A WAKE COUNTY
FARM~THE 8SST WE HAVE SEEN IN THIRTY YEARS
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E ecan ship you direct from
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our many local county agents.
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for “CARALEIGE’ brand. When
you buy “CARALEIGH” you buy
satisfaction.
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CARALEIGH PHOSPHATE & FERTILIZER WORKS
' RALEIGH, NORTH CARGCLINA
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Wake County School Map, 1904, by Rev. W. G. Clements.
Courtesy of Elizabeth Reid  urray Collection,

Olivia Raney Local History Library, Raleigh.

NOTE . wdo o J2llion
oy 4 T e
mea} .9
Ae st

CARALCTEN wuiMman
o Aiomde % o

Ky 4 A bz
ok adhrsdh Lo Ay
Meun T

M ) 8L§-1870~
K Ph

ENLARGEMENT dF

SWIFI CHEEKL

TowN ST P >
P2 BITON

CRosH FTLE .
/i WAKE €6 S¢Ho0LY
A LyArIsE Co NC mar
A SCTwY mAY
L CANALETEN
L PQRvnced,
CRo 9y ROAD)

-

o

it
b 4

72
)

2
o
S
3

3
Il

- T




