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Benny Laster Perry

Benny Laster Perry, son of Clifton Laster Perry and his wife Mary, was
born January 30, 1924,

While attending Wake Forest College, he was drafted into the U. S.
Army on September 13, 1943. Ben fought with the 78th Lightning Infantry
Division in the European Theater of Operations during World War |,
participating in the Battle of the Ardennes Forest, Battle of the Belgian
Buldge, Central Europe and Rhineland. He received two Bronze Star
Medals during these battles. He helped to interrogate and translate the
German language from prisoners. He majored for three years at Wake
Forest in German. Ben was honorably discharged April 21, 1946. He is a
Master Mason, setves on Franklin Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees, a
Sunday School Superintendent for 10 years and deacon for 20 years. He
owns the Perry’s Mill Pond anid lives along the side of it. Before retiring due
to health, he worked for 17 years with the Woestinghouse Meter Plant in
Raleigh.

Benny Laster Perry and Hilda Rose Lewis were married in the Zebulon
Baptist Church November 29, 1947. To them were born a daughter Anelia
Rose Perry on March 18, 1949, and a son Frankie Laster Perry on August
13, 1952,

Anelia Rose Perry, a graduate nurse, is married to Jerry Miller, a law
student in Birmingham, Alabama. They have a small daughter Alyssa.

Franklie Laster Perry is a graduate of Wake Forest University and at the
present time {1975) in graduate school at the University of Miami, Miami,
Florida. '




RpevwN  LASTER PERRY XTA-3 45§

MICHAEL ENTERPRISES .
P. O. BOX 35804
TUCSON ARIZONA 85740

Bhevny (,Q pen AN 5Ave 199/

RovTE 2 RoOX J6E
2 euvLon, Ve 20597

e mﬂ M zw‘a; 44,1«?3*01_?}%4(%@9
%M&LM ol g X Bl A/M%Mﬁe/&@/&“‘
e 2oy, G gwa,fwe p et 4
MZ&ZMJ,&?Q‘LLM TN .A//j/f"/ﬁ a oY 4*-/:4
Ay Wommwvxi Prey /Lﬁ

W
o S g N e

~ ¢ Alargto.
2 pn Al Bl By At Bl LocadZng
%M/%PWMWMZM
cdppride Jix at iuio Lose Ly

B i ol L0y AW
> Apad %m,ég albectad I B Z’;ﬁ“‘”{”e'




)j;g 0BER o
’ — OHELLES PPN



Bewwy LHASTER P L RN/ XFEP-3D488

\
a4
9\66 oV \
12
RouTE 42, Box 368
ZEBULON, NORTH CAROLINA 27597
21,197/

) ._jSu/V. JZ(
LVEIR H74,

o 7o THAVK V25
For C/flf\A Zixﬂ/@/ MOF THIS Affﬁf;;ozj
T EnToyEb OxR &%ﬁ/@ ok
ALTHsweH L PWV’T/}Z(C///.I/
HELPED oLt vVERY T o e
Hope THAT JBE,E/-%W Jy
Belante ro Compe vy ™

= TN FORMATION . €
/i/ré’ /S /(:/ MosT /(‘A/M/LEDM%F /ij%f
o8 FRANKIIN (sunT) gve 1T
PEOPLE - ’
rEery GHA, ?Af/'gi__ com j/i;jﬂ,
AVD VIS )T s WHENE =
1w THIS AREH 5= e
HELY )/mg — OCAL A E— ;,L)//




é
./
] L,
/' —
: c 7 3 :
-
2 ) b Y N \ .
SRR
£
‘r -
4 e
ST ¢ o
AH A
¥ 5 )
b K
=3l ol
; =
o e
—— Sl

PERAY'S MILL POND, Est, 1778
Pond Over 1 Mile Long With 2 Isiands. Listed In The N. C. Dept. Of
Archives And History As A Popular Site And Historic Landmark.
Also Listed With The Qid Mills Of The U. S. A.

OPEN FOR FISHING YEAR-ROUND
Stocked with Bass, Bream,

B. L. PERRY, Owner

nklin Ca., Zebulon,

i - Route 2, Fra
Ph. 919 269-8108 [o] Lty

-

N, C. 27587



“Happiness is” Fred Jolmson & G. H. Harding with their Bass, Bream, & Crappie
from Perry's Mill Pond.
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Perry’s Mill
Pond

Est. 1778

LA |

A view of Perry’s Mill and Dam in the snow [rom the bridge over Norris Creek on

R PR 1001

According to the oldest book in the Register of Deeds
Office of Franklin County, Louisburg, N.C., there is a
transaction recorded whereby Joseph Norris acquired land
along Little Crooked Creek in Bute County, Franklin since
1779, from the State of North Carolina May 22, 1778. This
was the establishing point of time when Mr. Norris started
one of the first industries in this county consisting of ada

\

pond, and grist mill that is now known as Perry’s Mill PorfdQ "\ |
on Norris Creek. Little Crooked Creek became known as(™~
Norris Creek being named after the founder of this mill and
pond. At this time in our history, General George
Washington and his troops were quartered in Valley Forge
where they had just endured a bitter and very cold winter.

The American Revolution lasted eleven more years. This is

one of the oldest mill pond sites in Franklin County.
However, the original rock dam and mill house washed away
during a flood in the latter part of June 1913.

A section of the official N. C. Road Map depicting Perry’s Pond.

PERRY’S MILL POND
FRANKLIN COUNTY
DUNN TOWNSHIP
Route #2, Box 368
ZEBULON, NORTH CAROLINA 27597

; "al". o o 4

A section of Franklin County Map with Perry’s Pond identified.

(Color photographs by Ray Strawbridge)



Farmers, consisting of Pearces and Perrys, began to settle
along this creek and to Moccasin Creek in the 1770’s. For the
farmer and his family, the mill was more than a place to get
his grain ground, it also afforded a pleasant diversion from
backbreaking labor. A visit to the mill was usually an all-day
affair. It was an enjoyable occasion which sometimes
included a picnic, fishing, and swimming. The production of
these staple crops of corn, wheat, rye, etc., increased and
many other dams and mills were constructed on Tar River,
Crooked Creek, Cedar, Moccasin, Cypress, Buffalo, Sandy,
etc., through the 1800’s. Most mill ponds, now standing in
K(B‘Emnl\hn County, were built from mid 19th century.

n¥ 7.

Pen and Ink Sketch of Perry’s Mill and Dam.

By Jerry Miller

This property went to Joseph Norris’son, John, in 1806. In
1810 John Norris sold the mill and pond to William Harrison
who owned the Cedar Creek Plantation west of present day
Royal and US 401 highway. From 1810 to 1860 it was known
as the Old Harrison’s Mill and Pond. Dr. Edward Alston
Crudup purchased this property in 1860. Dr. Crudup was
married to Seth Jones’ daughter, Columbia, of near Neuse
River and Raleigh. Mr. Jones had a very large plantation as
did Dr. Crudup whose land holdings were North and West of
what is now the town of Bunn. Branson’s North Carolina
Business Directory after the Civil War lists a grist mill, flour
mill and saw mill at this site owned by Dr. E. A. Crudup. The
Crudup family owned this property until 1904 and it was
known as Crudup’s Mill and Pond. The chain of title lists a
few other short-term owners to the year 1934.

Acrial photo of Perry’s Mill Pond.

By Maicoim Martin

“Bud’s Old Boat House™ beyond the second island.

In 1934 the Zebulon Oil and Ice Co. purchased this
property and planned to re-build the dam and pond in order
to have an ice plant constructed instead of another milling
business. These plans failed to materialize. In 1937 C.L.
Perry, who lived and farmed all of his life as did his
forefathers near the head of the pond, purchased the
property from Zebulon Oil and Ice Co. He was successful in
having a new concrete reenforced dam built in 1937 and
1938, a larger grist mill house accommodating 2 turbine
water wheels that would furnish much more horsepower
than an overshot wheel for 6 sets of mill stones, 3 millers’
houses, a commisary with a 4-room apartment for the store
operator’s family, a shop and log cabin complete with a
furnace and pit for barbeques, picnics, recreation, etc. Just
after World War Il Mr. Perry modernized the operation with
a shuck and sheller machine for corn, a feed mill and a
hammer mill to grind and mix feeds for livestock; a diesel
engine was installed for supplemental power and to use
during periods of drought when the water was low. A
smaller gasoline unit was used at times for pulling only one
of the above machines. He also gave land on which a church
was built.

Shortly after the mid 20th century, the milling industry
started to decline. Modern farm machinery harvested the
grain, mobile feed mixers would go right to the farm,
housewives would pick up small quantities of flour and meal
at the supermarkets and so the farmer had less need now to
go to the mill. This business closed downin 1965 bringing an
end to the first industry in this area 11 miles South of
Louisburg, 7 North of Zebulon and 22 Northeast of Raleigh.

The mill pond property is still in possession of the Perry
family. B. L. Perry had the grounds around the dam and mill
area landscaped along with the Norris Creek near the bridge
and road 1001 frontage in 1975 so that it would be beautiful
for the 1976 Bicentennial. It proves to be a very scenic place
in its natural state. High school students from several
schools have had pictures made here for their year books. A
statewide award was won here for the best outdoor pictures
of the Seniors in 1978. Many paintings have been made, pen
and ink sketches, and thousands of photographs including
aerials. There have been several newspaper articles about
this place. It is a reminder of a bygone era. This is a
wonderful wildlife habitat in over 1.3 miles of water with 2
pretty islands. The mill pond is open for fishing to the public
the year-round. It abounds with bass, bream, catfish, and
crappie. It is a good place to enjoy a picnic and just a great
place “to get away from it all.” Many weddings have been
performed here over the years.

A view of "The High Rocks” about halfway up the pond on the south side.

Perry's Mill Pond has a long and rich history. It islisted on
permanent file in the N.C. Department of Archives and
History as a popular landmark and historic site. It is also
listed with the Old Mills of the U.S.A. It is identified on
numerous estate maps and county maps such as Fuller’s,
May 1869, Stout’s Franklin County Historical Map, the U.S.
Geological Survey Topographical Map, Bunn West, N.C.
and it is one of the few ponds depicted on the offical N.C.
Road Map.

Researched and Compiled by B. L. Perry
Design and 4 color lithography by The Masterprinters, Louisburg, N,C,
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