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A Entry 2 A: This reference goes on to say that John, William,
* and Michael were each paid 5 1 (presumably 5 shillings, 1 pence).
For a person with some knowledge of the economics of the times,
these amounts could indicate the extent of their involvement.

N XFL 150

B Entry 3 B: Statement that Elizabeth may have been a daughter
* or niece of William Hunnicut might be modified because of a sen-
tence contained in an article entitled "The Hunnicuts of Prince
George" contained in William and Mary College Quarterly, volume 27,

1918-1919. The sentence reads "William Hunnicutt left no issue."”

The Vestry Book and Register of St Peter's Parish in New Kent
County has been published two times, in 1905 by the National
Society of Colonial Dames of America and in 1937 by the Library
Board in Richmond, Virginia. The 1905 book contains the following
entries:

(. At a vestry held for St. Peter's p'sh in New Kent County ye
12 octob'r 1705:
To Mr Upshere p acc't & keeping a bastard child 12 mos at
ye 12 of Nov'rt & Clothes. 1280

Dg At a Vestry held for St. Peter's P'ish New Kent County, October
ye 1lth, 1706:

To Jno. Upshear for keeping a p'ish child 1 year 1188
= There is no entry in the biofile from Olive A Morgan's "The
Upchurch Story." This book at the top of page 26 contains a

discussion and statement that does not appear in any of the
entries in the biofile: After 1695, "land could be purchased by
paying five shillings for each 50 acres and paying Quit Rents to
the King of England. The people did not own the land outright
until after the Revolution. Thus John Upcherd was on the Quit
Rents Rolls for 60 acres in 1704."

s
'?7%047\7" %44’/-’4’1 i sHA 1991 T J ek Alewe oot ,@}4%

Page 13 of the last issue of UB gives the birth date of

John U. I as 1698. 1In Volume I of UB on page 9 and again on pa
‘ E]
61, his birth date is given as 1678. = pes

The§e are the only sources that I have for John's birth
date. Since he had a child baptised in 1701 and was on the quit

rent rolls for 60 acres in 1704, I'm assuming that the birth
date of 1678 is correct.
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SON(S) OF MICHAEL UPCHURCH

1684, 5 June — Widow Upchurch for Michael Upchurch. A List of Pithe

ables belonging to Lawnes Creek Church taken ye 5th day of O
June 1684,

1687, Militia , Surry County, Va.
1691, 19 January. Robert Reynolds and Roger Delk entering security of\
Michael Upchurch's due performance of his administration on the

estate of Frances Upchurch, his mother. A certificate of admirn-
istration was granted. Cj

1691, 1 March. Appeared in Court this day Michael Upchurch and made
Oath that the witnin specifled contents is a true and perfect
inventory of the estate of Frances Upchurch, deceased. Book hzf

page 248. W. Edwards, Clerk of Court.

1694, 110 June - Michael Upchurch and Ri. Upchurch on the Titning ‘// éb
List for Surry County, Va.

After this Michael disappears, but no death, settlement of 65
e€state or anything more concerning him has ever veen found.

1694, 10 June - Richard Upchurch on the Tithing List with Michael. —B

Micheel may heve had another son, John, &s a John Jr. has been
found in Wew Kent Gounty in 1701. This Joan Jr. died in 1713. L (B
He may have been a son of John and a grandson of Michael I.

His father may have been dead and he was calles junior because
JoPn, the son of Richard was living. '

Y Jow0 WT 4 RicHapp UPGHURCHE (1660 - 1696) x
T probably son of Michael (1620-1681)

1694, Ri. Upchurch listed on the Tithable List of Surry County 7@
with liichael. éb
1699, ¢ June - Richard Upchurch is listed with Robert Reynolds - 7
on the Tithable List.
¥nen Michnael I died in 1681 Robert Reynolds assisted the S @%}
widow Frances in the settlement of the estate. When Framces
died in 1690 Robert Reynolds assisted Micheel II in the
settlement of Frances's estate.
ATter 1699 Richard is no longer found on the Tithable List. QED
Did Richard marry a Reynolds or was Frances a Reynolds? '
Richerd must have died shortly after the 1699 list. He seems .
to have left three sons l-@gnﬁ Johntand William.}» RPU RECORDS ACREL
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D Now comes the interesting info.... on the 1679 Tithat;le re;cpr? ftord Lawm:;s B 2 M s+ 4/5
Creek Parish of Surry County, Virginia, Michael Upchurch is listed.... an
Sge?s HIS SON, M|gHAEL. | have a copy of the actual record in my hand as | WM A ) ﬂ WMM
speak... and it's quite clear and easy to read: "Michaell Upchurch & 'é
Michaell his Son..... 2" i ) s Fallon
€  This really excites me. Now we can see that he'd reached 16 by 1679, making I 3 R U /3
him born after June 10th, 1662 and before June 10th, 1663. %0)/’-"‘2 v 3 1
—— o . i 4 W /
Could it possibly be that since Michaell Il was born earlie}' than thoug_ ;
F that he rﬁigh! bg the father of John, William, and James, instead of Richard ( Se, G‘) o Jan C
(abt. 1658-1700)? When we thought he wasn't old enough to have fathered John y
(born 1678), it made sense that Richard was the father. But now we can see M Ax. /J)/Y B 77',1
that Michael |l would have been abt 17 years of age. M ,?;(74 i M
.3 I've never really studied the two sons of Michael (1624-1681) so I'm nol_ JZ' A M
¢ sure of the validity of whether Richard Upchurch (1658-1700) or now this son nm /«W“We- u ’ ’/{’"
Michael would have been the father of John, William, and James. / b "p’ - & 0.\} a2
What do you think? 18 e éWM
C First though, let me give you this from Belle Lewter West's book: AMN K
5%
Michael Upchurch II, in Surry Co., Va., seems to have been me youngest son r R 1) A cow m gNT )
of Michael and Frances UPCHURCH. He was first mentioned in records as a . A s DL
tithable at Lawne's Creek Parish Church by his mother, FRANCES, on the 12th } M é T‘L
of June 1683, indicating that he had just reached the age of sixteen.... CX % s SAA M ‘?
So we've all used that information about Michael Il as nothing else had ever

surfaced to make us think differently. Ms. West's findings suggested that
Michael Il was born about 1667.

This is absolutely fascinating, and you could be onto something really
significant. It will need to be thought out, but Michael Il would've been

really young, still. I notice that John apparently had a daughter,

Elizabeth, born 25 Dec 1701 - which (usually) would mean having been born ca
1670-1675, and there were at least two boys, John Jr. and James, for whom |
do nqt have a birthdate, and if they were before Elizabeth, then John's
marriage might have been a little earlier (or not). In any event, this

\;Vé}su(l)d i':npiy that Michael Il would need to have been born not much later than
ish.
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EXCERPT FROM P0ooK “THE UPCHURCHES “ By mAE D. coX AFR L0
Irsm * Pelol ,
HISTORICAL nDBn T -m_

Three countries laid claim to the lands of the New World. France scored many victories with the assistance of
England Spain, and France Both England and France the Native Amencan allies. These natives, concerned
claimed the land west of the Appa]achum Mountams— that the British were pushmg further west and would
_ lami\:;habxted by Nauve,Amencans S S eventually dnve them away from thelr lands were

Upchurches in the French and Indian War

During the French and Indian War, colonists were recruited for militias. Colonists were urged, and at times
directed, to provide the troops with food, shelter, and aid. An act was passed whereby these supporters could
receive payment for actual service and defence and protection of the frontier of this colony. Three Upchurches
were listed September 1758, as receiving payment of 5£ each.

A
Most likely the John Upchurch listed would have been James’ son, instead of John, I,#ho was about 80 years

of age, and who died that same year. The information is being given as the Upchurches listed are definitely
our relatives and it’s interesting to know of their involvement in the French and Indian War.

Richard Gower Jesse Brown Edward Freeman George Walton, jun. David Moss

William Parsons William Parham Henry Jackson William Randolph James Linch

Isham Harris Nicholas Fennell Charles Gunter William Ledbetter David Adam

William Bryan Abram Martin John Carlile Samuel Sexton Roger Tilman

James Hargrove William Martin William Edwards William Ledbetter, jun. William Upchurch &4
Robert Wall John Ramsey Elias Fowler Nathan Harris Thomas Nance

Charles Wall John Calton ~ John Barnet Robert Gaultney Thomas Ravenscrop
Peter Jackson Richard Ramsey Richard Dobbins Thomas Walton Michael Upchurch &
Frederick Glover ~ BenjaminSimpson  Joel Smith John Moore JohnUpchurch &
Thomas Mannin Thomas Connally Daniel Collier Robert Lanier George Wall

Mark Jackson Thomas Haulcom Samuel Russel Thomas Denton Thomas Nance

Daniel Wall Edward Tatum Robert Gee, jun. William Denton John Nailes

Robert Peebles Moses Tomerlin William Cooke Nathaniel Steed Francis Mitchell
William Foster Samuel Jackson William Gaultney Edmonds Barker Tobias Moore

Zebulon Lewis Peter Freeman Sampson Moseley Lewis Barker Robert Nance
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EXCERPT FROM PooK “THE UPcHURCHES “ By mAE D. cox APR Zovg
LTEM Pe1y - 100

Third G‘é.rjér_ation

Y L3
P, S

Pey yh— [¢O TP

]Ohn UDChurCh I”’ HIs BIDFTLE

1 Michael Upchurch I 1620 - 1681
.. +Frances? 1630 - 1690/91

........ 2 Richard Upchurch 1658 - 1700
.............. +Spouse Unknown 1658 -

................... 3 John UEchurch ) 1678 - 1758

......................... +Eleanor ?
#*2nd Wife of John Upchurch I
......................... Blizabeth Honnicut 1682- &

............................. 4 John Upchurch II bef 1701 - 1713 &
............................. 4  Elizabeth Upchurch abt 1701 - A
............................. 4  Sarah Upchurch abt 1704 - A
............................. 4  Tryphena Upchurch abt 1707 - A
............................. 4  James Upchurch ITI abt 1724 - 1784 A

*There is a possibility that John was married to Eleanor before his marriage
to Elizabeth Hunnicut. More on this on next pages.
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Timeline for John Upchurch |

Approx.
Year Age
1678 John born in Surry County, Virginia
1698 20 John marries Elizabeth Hunnicut
1698 20 Thought to be year John left Surry County, Virginia
<1701 <23  SonJohn, Jr., is born
1701 23 John known to be living in St. Peter’s Parish, year of arrival uncertain
December 25, 1701 23 Daughter Elizabeth baptized (year she was born?)
October 27, 1703 25  Receives. payment of tobacco for labor on St. Peter’s Church
1704 26  John Upsherd on Quit Rents Rolls for 60 acres in New Kent County
October 15, 1704 26 Daughter Sarah baptized (year she was born?)
October 15, 1705 27  John Upshere in St. Peter’s Parish, keeping a bastard child
October 11,1706 28  Jno. Upshear in St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent County, keeping a p’ish child
April 13, 1707 29 Daughter Tryphena baptized (year she was born?)
August 10, 1713 35  Son John, Jr., dies
1717 39  Levy of 53 pounds of tobacco to Capt Scott, New Kent County
1718 40  Believed to be year John returned to Surry County, Virginia
July 19, 1721 43 John recorded the estate inventory for William Hunnicutt
1724 46  Son James, III, born
February 9,1736 58  John witnessed the will of John Vaughan.
January 12, 1746 68  John purchases 100 acres in Isle of Wight County, Virginia
July 12,1749 71  John sold 100 acres in Southampton County, Virginia
June 1,1750 72 Mentioned as owning adjoining land in land patent to Joseph Tharp
March 1751 73 John sued for a debt
July 20,1753 75  Mentioned as father of James Upchurch in land grant to James
November 1753 75  Defendant in suit filed by William Clinch, et al
January 1754 76 Ordered to pay plaintiffs one shilling and eleven pence
February 1754 76 Defendant in suit filed by Theophilus Field
May 1754 76 Judgement ordered against John
1755-1756 78  John sued by John Maclin
April 1756 78  Son James itemized property of John who was deeply in debt
September 1758 80  Reimbursed in Brunswick County for militia provisions; may not be John I
1758 80  John died in New Brunswick County, Virginia

78



JouN UpcHurcH 1
BORN 1678 Surry COuNTY, VIRGINIA
DieD 1758 Brunswick COUNTY, VIRGINIA

1sT WIFE: ELEANOR (?) (see below)

2Np WIFE: EL1ZABETH HUNNICUT
BorN 1682 VIRGINIA
MARRIED ABT 1698 VIRGINIA
Diep

John is quite a common name among Upchurches especially in

the first five generations. By 1981, at least 234 John Upchurches had
been identified within our American Upchurch line. R050%

John is believed to be the oldest son of Richard though nothing in the records
such as a will or land record, can verify this relationship. However, just the nature
of John’s age and approximation to Richard and Michael Upchurch are strong
indicators that he would have been Richard I’s son.

John’s association with Surry, New Kent, Isle of Wight, and Brunswick Counties
furthers our belief that John was indeed Richard’s son, and Michael’s grandson.

Surry County, Virginia

John was born and grew up in Surry County, Virginia, just south of the James
River, in an area known as Lawne’s Creek Parish. There wasn’t much to be found
about his early years though his adult years produced a phenomenal paper path!

Wives Eleanor and Elizabeth

Some researchers claim John was married to Eleanor, yet there seem to be no
records indicating or pointing to that as a fact. There was an Ellinor mentioned in
John Vaughn’s will listing John Upchurch as the administrator; however, there is
nothing to substantiate that John was married to her. John’s possible marriage is
being listed here mainly because previous researchers reported that they were
married, yet no proof —such as a record — seems to be cited.

It is believed that Elizabeth Hunnicut was John’s second wife, and was either the
widow of William Hunnicut, or, more likely, his niece. R0

New Kent County, Virginia, 16 to 25 years

John left Lawne’s Creek Parish about 1698 and possibly ventured to another area
before settling in New Kent County. That concept is based on his first son, John
Jr., likely being born before they arrived in New Kent County.

Lying just north of Surry County, New Kent County is located on the north side of
the James River. It is here, in the St. Peter’s Parish area that we pick up John’s
trail. John likely arrived before Christmas of 1701 as records show a daughter
was baptized in St. Peter’s Parish in December that year (on next page).

John was born

and grew up in
Surry County,

Virginia,

John left Lawne’s
Creek Parish
about 1698
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' Parish Register 1680-1787

See box at right for transcription.

g St. Peter’s Church of New Kent County, Virginia

This terribly hard-to-read record lists the names of three of John and Elizabeth
Upchurch’s children: Daughters Elizabeth, Sarah, and Tryphena
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John and Elizabeth’s Children

Just where their first child was born is unknown. Speculation is that John Jr. was
born prior to their move to New Kent County, Virginia, since he wasn’t baptized
in St. Peter’s Parish Church where records show three children were baptized.

Based on parish records listing baptisms of their three daughters, we can venture
a guess that will most likely be close to the true and accurate years of their births.

1) John,Jr,II b. bef 1701 d. August 10, 1713
2) Elizabeth b. abt 1701 New Kent Co., Virginia

3) Sarah b. abt 1704 New Kent Co., Virginia

4) Tryphena b. abt 1707 New Kent Co., Virginia

5) James, III b. 1724 Brunswick Co. Virginia  d. 1784

The original Parish Record showing the daughters’ baptisms is shown at left, and
below is a transcription of that document.

Five Children Total?

The colonial period is well documented as the days of large families. Record after
record provides data on families with numerous children, sometimes as many as
twelve to fifteen. The long stretch between the fourth and fifth births in John’s
case gives rise to ponder... were there perhaps other children born during that
time? Have they just not been located? Or perhaps died? Another item for our list
for further and future research.

Five children
known born to
John and

Elizabeth

St. Peter’s Church of New
Kent County, Virginia
Parish Register 1680-1787

Page 40
A"

Sarah daughter to Jno Vekett bapt ye 23rd of octo., 1687.

John sone of Mr Jon. Vaughan borne ye 25 day of Novemb, 1695.
Judith Daut of Amer Via baptiz. the 11 Aprill, 1699.

Sarah Dauter of Willm. Vaughan baptiz. the 27 May, 1694.
Frances Daut of Wille. Vaughan baptiz. the 24 Septemb, 1699.
Abraham son of Abraham Venables baptiz. the 27 Aprill, 1701.
Margaret Dauter of Amer Via baptiz. the 3 Augt, 1701.

William son of Jno Vaughan baptiz. the 2 November, 1701.
Elizabeth Dautr of Jno Upshew baptiz. the 25 December, 1701.
Mary Daut of Amer Via baptiz. ye 27 Febry., 1703/4. '

Sarah Daut of Jno Upshew baptiz. ye 15 octo., 1704.
Tryphena Daut of Jno Upshear baptiz. 13th Aprill, 1707.

John son of Richard Scruggs Baptised Augt ye 21, 1709.
Elinor Daughter of Alex. Strange Baptised Jany. ye 14th, 1709.

R06137d

Elizabeth ye Daughter of Jno Urssery & Mary his wife baptis. ye 29 day of August, 1686.
Mattise a negro boy borne ye 15th day of May belonging to Jno Vaughan, 1684.

Dina a negro girl borne ye 22d day of June belonging to Jo Vaughan, 1692. & a negro boy named
Witt borne ye 25 day of May, 1693. & a negro girl named betty borne ye 24 day of Aprill, 1696.

Phillis a negro girl belonging to Madam Squires Born June ye 13th, 1709.

Anne Daughter of Mathw. & Hannah Simes Baptisd Jany. ye 29th, 1709.
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HISTORICAL TIDBIT

St. Peter’s Parish Church of 1701 Now Historical Landmark

St. Peter’s Parish

This church has great significance to the
Upchurch family in that family records dating
back to 1704 have provided mformat:on about
our third- and fourth-generation Upchurches,

St. Peter’s Parish still stands today and holds
Sunday services each week. Now a historical
landmark, it is located in rural New Kent County,
Virginia, thirty miles east of Richmond (see map
on opposite page). The parish was established
April 29,1679, by the general court of Virginia.
There were formerly:two such churches about
three miles apart. To keep them stralght one was

-calIed the Upper and one the Lower church:

'>

i 'Thc Lowcr Church is thc one we know today as

St. Peter’s Parish Church. Owner of thc land was

Thomas Jackson who sold. the ongmal acre

wherc the church was built. During constructlon
on the church, Mr. Jackson,

.. burned brick, hauled cypress shmgles
from the Chickahominy swamp, burned
lime for mortar, and delivered nails to the
carpenters. R%%7

The Lower Church and was also tabbed, Broken
Back’d church, because it was sald to have
structural ‘weakness. ] :

X

In 1704, there was another division of St. Peter’s
Parish. The area to the east remained St. Peter’s
Parish, while the area to the west of Matadequin
Creek became St. Paul’s Parish. That same creek,
in 1720, was the dividing line between New Kent
County and Hanover County St. Peter’s Parish
was entirely within New Kent County.

St. Peter’s had twelve ministers between 1680
and 1700. One of these went so far as to say he
got into the very worst parish of Vtgzma and
the most troublesome Sftzc Commdenta]ly, it
was also durmg this perlod that our John
Upchurch was assocmtcd thh thls church

The church surv1ved the ravages of several wars
though it was broken, battered, and nearly
destroyed. Members of the church have restored
it after each ravaging, though even today you
can still make out names and umts carved into
the bricks by sevcral of Sumner’s men, k95057

President Washington Marries

St. Peter’s Parish is said to have been the site
for President George ‘Washington’s mamagc to
Martha Dandndge Curtis on January 6, 1759 :
The church sull c]alms the title of

The Fzrst Church of the First Ftrsr Lady

: Change to Eplscopal
A formal separation of the church
and state, known as dlsestabhsh-
. mentarianism, ‘occurred dunng the
 American Revolutlon St. Peter’s
‘.Church broke all tles w1th the
Church of England and, eventually
evolved as the EplSCOpaI Church
- an Americanized versmn of the
Anglican Church.

Information to write this article
from several sources including:
R05057, R06077a, and R06150

- | RO7075
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John Upchurch Helps Build St. Peter’s Church
John was known to have been a member of St. Peter’s Parish
Church in New Kent County, Virginia, from 1701 to 1713. He
was possibly there even longer, for perhaps 15 to 25 years.

What is even more cherished about John’s association with
that church is that he also helped build it! An entry a St. Peter’s
vestry book shows payment was approved for John Upchurch
for his labor. R06!37

At a vestry held for St. Peter’s Parish at the Brick Church
ye 27th Octo’r, 1703.

To the Supervisers for Jno. Uppehew St. Peter’s Parish as it
p ord’r of Vincent Vaughn, stands today. RO7074
3223 C. C, 423 3646

The terminology used in that day and age is quite baffling, so help was enlisted. A

New Kent County researcher clarified the entry, describing its meaning: John was pald
In 1703, there was construction work being done on the new St. Peter’s
“brick church” — that work being directed by supervisors. This entry means 3 ,646 pou nds
that John Uppehew [Upchurch] was paid 3646 pounds of tobacco
(3223+423 = 3646) by the supervisors for his work on the church. of tobacco for
He was to be paid by order of [approved by] Vincent Vaughn. In 1700, his work on the

Vaughn had been hired by the Vestry to doe all the sawyers work on the

church, so Uppehew [Upchurch Jwas most likely a laborer or sub-contractor
il church.
to Vaughn.

The map below shows the location of this historic old church.

Church Being Used Today

The beautiful church our ancestor John Upchurch, I, worked to build is still
standing today and opens it doors each Sunday for church services!

What a thrill to know our ancestor participated in building this beautiful
landmark!

HISTORICAL TIDBIT.

New Kent County, Virglma

New Kent was listed in the records of the 1654 General Assembly, the coumy

being named for Kent in England. In 1607, Captain John Smith visited New Kent
County where he and his party were grccted by the Indians. 'I'hey traded lum corn for
beads i

The county once formed part of Charles River County, one of thc el ght shlm into which the colony of V\irglma-‘_“
was divided in 1634. : 2

Today’s borders of New Kent were actually formed in 1766 through exchaﬁge of land with James Cfty County
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John paid quit

1704 John Listed on Quit Rents Roll
When the headright system of giving fifty acres of free land for persons brought

rents on 60 into Virginia ended in 1695, a new law took its place.
i Colonists could purchase fifty-acre tracts for five shillings and paying Quit Rents
acres in New to the king. It wasn’t until the end of the Revolutionary War that settlers could
own the property outright. In 1704, John Upchurch was listed on the Quit Rent
Kent Cou nty, rolls for 60 acres, R0%!35
o H NAME Lanp HELD AT
Virginia _
Upsherd Jon Parish of St. Peters and St. Paul, 1704

New Kent County, Virginia

Numerous court records and church records have well established that John
Upchurch, 1, lived in the vicinity of St. Peter’s Church in New Kent County,
Virginia, from about 1700-1718.

John Provides for Bastard Child

Our John Upchurch was a religious man and his path is quite easy to follow
through records of the church in New Kent County, Virginia.

Not only did he assist in building the church, he also attended it as evidenced by
the baptisms of his daughters. He also must have been a good Samaritan as there
are a couple references in church records establishing John as a good and caring
man who undertook the responsibility of caring for a child not his own. The next
two entries give a good insight as to John as a person.

We don’t know the circumstances leading to his taking in orphans or bastard
children as there has been nothing, to my knowledge, passed down through the
generations on this subject.

Vestry Book of Saint

Peter’s Parish, New Kent
RO6137b

County, Virginia

1705: This first
entry tells us that
John has been
keeping a child,
and the church is

Page 40
At a vestry held for St. Peter’s p’sh in New Kent County ye 15 octob’r 1705

[payment was made in pounds of tobacco]

St. Peter’s Parish Dr. paying him 1280
pounds of tobacco
To Rich’d Scruggs p acc’t Regulated, 545 Ca., 44 589 for that service.
To Jno Hilton for keeping widd. Ashile, 5 mo. 450
To Geo. Austin his acc’t Regulated 749
To Wm. Hughes p acc’t 300
To Capt. Richard Littlepage p acc’t 30
To Edw’d Morgan p acc’t 585 Ca., 68 923
To Jn Upshere p acc’t & keeping a bastard child 12 Mo
at ye 12 of Nov’r & Cloaths Ca 1000 D° 80 1280
To Capt. Rich’d Littlepage p acc’t, 1200 Ca., 1000 Do, 80 125

Note: There were additional entries made; however, they have been omitted to fit format of this book.
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October 11, 1706, John Upchurch is Keeping a P’ish Child

An entry similar to the last one is shown below.

Possibly the child in the first listing is the same child mentioned in this second
entry. That all leads to a question as to why John would have been housing and
feeding a child not related to him. John would have only been about 28 years of
age at this time, and he already had two or three children of his own.

John had no sisters who could have had an illegitimate child — at least we know
of no sisters. Perhaps then it was one of his wife’s relatives or even a friend of the

s this
parish child the
same as the

bastard child

revious|
family. Bearing a child out of wedlock was considered a great embarrassment to P y
the family, a great shame, and often that child was sent to a faraway relative in mentioned7
hopes of keeping its birth a secret. Perhaps that is what has happened, or it could '
have been another parishioner’s child or relative. It’s hard to know.
Since the church is paying for John to take care of this child, the child is likely
one the church has agreed to take in and assume the responsibility of raising.
There are several possibilities but nothing to guide us as to this child’s family
history. Another interesting conundrum!
At a Vestry held for St. Peter’s P’ish New Kent County,
October ye 11th 1706.
[payment was made in pounds of tobacco]
St. Peter’s Parish Dr.
Vestry Book
To Mr. Rich’d Squire, min’r, for 1 year 16000
To C. C.. for Do 24() Saint Peter’s Church
S . New Kent County, Virginia R%137¢
To Wm. Norris, CI'k of the Church. & Vestry 1300
To C. C., to Do 182
To Jno. Hilton, Sexton, for 1 year 570
To Wid’o Austin for keeping Wid. Ashley 1/2 year, Ca 540
To Jno. Hilton’s acc’t 228
To Do. acc’t for keeping & burying, Mary Wilkinson 400 T n—
To Do. acc’t for fetching & Carrying ye Plate John Upchurch and his family had.
; The one below is similar to those of
from Mr. Poindexter 100 Colonial Days
To Rich’d Scruggs for keeping a sick child 1/2 year Ca 540
To Tho. Hughes’ acc’t regulated 200
To Capt. John Scott’s acc’t 290

To Mr. Walker for keeping Fem’e Berass from ye parish 100
To Jno. Upshear for keeping a p’ish child 1 year 1188
To Tho. Wm’s for keeping wid’o faulkner us. p 1080
To Peter Lespleete for keeping & burying El. Tomson 200
To Rich’d Harvey for service to ye Church 114

Note: There were additional entries; however, they have been omitted to fit book format.







