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,,ﬁyture auto sales lot has a hzstory
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The George Scarborough farm-

house once the site of the now-
defunct Eagle Rock post ofﬁce
‘had_ been home to four genera-
tions of the Wendell famrly, but
the house that stood for 150 years
_ and was stﬂl owned by the famﬂy
has grven way to progress

‘‘‘‘‘ At the sout.heast mtersectlou of
US. 64 and US. 64 Business,
three miles west of Wendell, the
Scarborough house was recently
torn down to make way for the
Gﬂl Buick dealersh:p that’s mov-
mg there from Zebulon, ’

. One of George Scarborough’s
descendants Knightdale’s Mary
Pair, lives a short distance from
the home. ;

Farm addltlons
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Over a century, a kitchen, a smokehouse (above) and a dairy

were among the additlons to the Scarboro farm.
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“It was my home, I have many
memories of it,”. Mrs." Pair said.
“It was a gatherrng place for the
family.” %

!,-.V'J".

The house was probany built in |

the 1840s or 18503, accordmg toa
survey done by . Ke]ly-'--[.ally,
Wake County planner.© =

The farm included “q two-story
farmhouse, an’ outstandmg en-
semble of 19th-century domestic
buildings and numerous barns,”
Ms. Lally wrote in #The Historic
Architecture of Wake: County,”
book detailing her urvey of about
2,000 Wake County buildings. " -

George Scarborgugh't a,.shoe-

maker, bought 290 acres between |
Marks Creek and Buffalo Creek

in 1837 and later buﬂt the. Greek
Revival-style house on Ehe land.
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“The Scarboroughs were,, de- |
vout Missionary - Bapt:sts and
members of the local Hephz:bah-

Church. Scarborough was active
in the Eagle Rock Masonic Lodge
from the 1840s to his death in
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The way it used to look

These old barns have given way to an approaching auto dealership.

1892,” the survey states. He ran
the post office from his home
from 1874 to 1878 and was a jus-
tice of the peace, the survey said.

Eli Scarborough inherited the
farm when his father died. He ran
the post office from 1886 to 1914.
He farmed tobacco, preached and
taught Sunday School at Hephz-
ibah and was the director of the
Bank of Wendell, according to the
survey.

Eli Scarborough was also a

prominent politician, representing
Wake County in the state House
of Representatives from 1909 to
1911 then joining the county com-
missioners from 1911 to 1923.
One of his grandchildren, Can-

dace Tongue, followed his politi-

cal lead and was the mayor of
Wendell from 1979-1988.

When Eli Scarborough died, he
passed the home to his only
daughter, Mary Candace Scarbor-
ough, who left it to her three chil-
dren when she died in 1961.

Mrs. Pair, one of the owners,
moved from the house in 1956
when she got married, and for the
last 25 years she and her sister in
Raleigh and brother in Kansas
City have rented the home.

Despite the years of wear, the
house was still in good decent
condition. “It was not bad. It was
not in the best of shape, but it was

still home,” Mrs. Pair said last
week . ‘
The home was significant to the
family, Mrs. Pair said, but it was
no longer practical to keep it.
“The three of us owned it, but
not any of us were going to go
back there to live,” she added.
And although George Scarbor-
ough’s great-grandchildren would
have liked to see the home pre-
served, Mrs. Pair admits the price
she received from the Leith auto-

mobile dealership would have j

been tough to match.

Because of its historical and
architectural significance, the
property was on the National

“Register’s study list, said Ms. Lal-

, who oversees the Wake Coun-

ty Historic Preservation Commis-
sion.

“It was definitely a worthy
place,” she said. Beginning with
the three-year survey, Wake
County has been working to pre-
serve some of its significant prop-
erties for about six years,

Despite the loss of the Scarbor- .
ough farm, Ms. Lally said the
county has done well catching up
with other areas that have been
working on preservation for a
longer time. The historic preser- -
vation commission began in 1992
and is the county’s official body
to identify, preserve and protect {'
historical areas. g

“The commission has done ter-
rific things since they started,”

Ms. Lally said. The group of 1E
county residents, including}
George Pleasants who represents
eastern Wake, has successfully!
recommended six properties out-
side the Raleigh city limits desig-|
nated as historic landmarks.
Another seven sites within
Raleigh have been successfully
recommended. e

County officials including Ms. '
Lally are also giving educational |
presentations to Wake County 1
towns about the historic commis- |
sion. The group has visited
Knightdale and Wendell, and will
visit Zebulon in May. For more;
information on the Wake County
Historic Preservation Commi_s-';
sion, call Ms. Lally at 856-6322. |



