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2. HARMON UDCHURCHand BETTY his wife, in consideration of k75
convey to Owen Myrick..237 A. of land County of Brunswick
on both sides of White Oak Swampadjacent to Zachariah Sim's
line..George Johnson's line. .being all the lands that were
left him by his father...Westward Road...Jjohn Neal's 1line
Beaty's Spring Branch. . Burwell Unchurcn s line. Signed
with a mark. Betty did not sign. Harmon apnears in 181C
orthe Census of Montgomery Co. NC. He lists himself and
Betty as age 45 up, son age 16-26, son and dau 10-16 and
a2 son under 10 years of age. The land on which the Harmon
Upchurch family lived in Montgomery Co. fell into Stanly
County at a later date. Harmon was around 70 vears old
in 1810. His name was not found on the records after 1810
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9. HARMONS UPCHURCH - . was born 1740
in Brunswick Co., VA, and died 1810 in Montgomery Co., NC. He married BETTY Abt. 1763 in Brunswick
Co., VA. She was born 1740 in Brunswick Co., VA, and died Abt. 1815 in Montgomery Co., NC.

More About HARMON UPCHURCH:
Census: 1810, Montgomery Co., NC
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Comment on Family Tree in volume 21, number 1, page 33 of Upchurch Bulletin

Death date for Harmon U (167) is shown as 1800.

Harmon Upchurch appeared in the 1810 census of Montgomery County, North Carolina
with a wife and four children, a son 16-26, a son and daughter each 10-16, and a son
under 10 years of age. He and his wife were listed as being over 45 years of age.

Harmon Upchurch was on an 1820 tax list for Montgomery County, North Carolina.

There is no 1820 census for Montgomery County. In the 1830 census, Elizabeth, 4/34
Harmon’s wife, is heading the household, indicating that Harmon was no longer living. In
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! " [t RAOL o 332 0- /Jqfle?zaoc?
fg EXCERPT FROM DooK “THE UPCHVRCAES “ B mAE D. cOX
IreEm: PRACES 123~ 135

s (o= 10b TO

r =3
Harmon UpChurch Brs Bro7LE

1 Michael Upchurch1 1620 - 1681

........ 2 Richard Upchurch 1658 - 1700
................... 3 John Upchurch I 1678 - 1758
............................. 4 James Upchurch III 1724 - 1784
D

5 Harmon Upchurch , 1740 - 1815
.................................................. 6 Allen Upchurch 1779 - 1848 &
.................................................. 6 Howell Upchurch 1785 - 1846 &
.................................................. 6 Benjamin Upchurch 1789 - AN
.................................................. 6 James Upchurch 1797 -
........................................................ 6 Daughter 1794-
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Timeline for Harmon Upchurch

APPROX
YEAR  AGE +

1740 Born in Brunswick County, Virginia
1763 23 About the time Harmon married Elizabeth
ca. 1779 39  Son, Allen, is born in Brunswick County, Virginia
1783 43 Harmon listed on Brunswick County, Virginia, Personal Property Tax list
1784 44 Harmon listed on Brunswick County, Virginia, Personal Property Tax list
1784 44 Harmon reimbursed for funeral expenses for Jane Curtis
July 26,1784 44 Harmon inherits land from his father; Brunswick County, Virginia
1785 45  Harmon listed on Brunswick County, Virginia, Personal Property Tax list
1787 57  Harmon listed on Brunswick County, Virginia, Personal Property Tax list
October 6, 1787 47  Harmon mentioned in Indenture as owning adjoining land
February 19,1788 48  Sells 237 acres, land inheritance, to Owen Myrick for 75£
February 25,1788 48  Final entry in land sale; Betty examined and states gave consent to sell
1790 50  Son, Howell, is born in Montgomery County, Virginia
1790 50  Harmon isn’t listed on census records for this year, could have been moving
March 2,1792 52 Harmon listed in land warrant owning adjoining land; also a chain carrier
1794 54 Daughter is born in Montgomery County, Virginia
August 22, 1795 55  Harmon listed in land warrant #2018 owning adjoining land
1797 57  Son James is born in Montgomery County, Virginia
1800 60  Harmon isn’t listed in census record though known living in North Carolina
November 3, 1800 60  Harmon purchases 100 acres near Yadkin River in Montgomery County
March 16, 1801 6l Harmon mention in warrant, owns adjoining land south side of Jacob Creek
February 12, 1810 65  Harmon mentioned as owning adjoining land, listed as Harmon Upchirch
1810 70 Son Benjamin is born in Montgomery County, Virginia
1810 70  Appears on Montgomery County, North Carolina Census
1815 75  Thought to be year Harmon died

1830 Wife, Betty, shows up in census for Montgomery County

HISTORICA
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HARMON UPCHURCH
BORN ca 1740 Brunswick COUNTY, VIRGINIA
Diep ca 1815 MoNTGOMERY COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
BURIED NorTH CAROLINA

ELI1ZABETH ‘BETTY’ (UNKNOWN)

BoOrRN ABT 1740 VIRGINIA
MARRIED  ABT 1763 Brunswick COuNTY, VIRGINIA
Diep AFT 1830 MoNTGOMERY COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

BURIED NoRrRTH CAROLINA

Harmon Born, Raised in Virginia

Harmon was born in Brunswick County, Virginia and lived there most of his life.
It wasn’t until about 1790, at age 50, that Harmon pulled up stakes and moved to
Montgomery County, North Carolina.

Is it Possible Harmon Married Twice?

If you look at the list below of Harmon’s children, you'll see they were all born
between 1779 and 1810. If the ages above for Betty are correct then she would
have been about thirty-nine when she gave birth to their first child and 70 when
the last was born! That dog just doesn’t hunt! In the 1700s, it was pretty unheard
of for a woman to be starting a family when she was about forty ... and impossible
to be having children at seventy!

Another thought is that possibly Betty’s birthdate -— a date passed down through
the years as being her birth year — is in error. If we hypothesize that she was born
more like the mid-1750s that would better fit the births of the children. She is
listed on the 1830 census as being of seventy and under eighty, so that too would
fit a birthyear of 1755+.

If though, the dates of Betty’s birth shown above are correct and she was born in
the 1740 time period, then the possibility that there was a second wife surfaces.
Though it’s questionable there was a second wife since there has been no record
supporting this theory, it is something to consider. First wife could have died, and
second wife could have just happened to be named Elizabeth ‘Betty’ also.

The information we have just doesn’t fit together. The age of the wife versus the
years the children were born, seems contradictory. It’s difficult to sort through
dilemmas such as this. Perhaps future researchers can figure it all out!

Harmon left Brunswick

County, Virginia
and moved to Montgomery
County, North Carolina

The age of the
wife versus the
years the
children were
born doesn't

compute!

Children of Harmon & Elizabeth

3) Daughter*** b. ca 1794-1800

5) Benjamin Upchurch b. ca 1810

*Norwood is in Stanly County, NC
** Born in Montgomery Co, NC

1) Allen Upchurch  b.cal779 VA  d. June 21, 1843 Norwood* m. Mary Dudney abt 1809 Stanly Co NC
2) Howell Upchurch b. ca 1790** d. 1846 Stanly Co NC m. Elizabeth Rebecca Dudney

4) James Upchurch  b. ca 1797 m. Hannah McSwain, Montgomery Co, NC

*** Several places list a daughter having been born to Harmon and Elizabeth. I could find nothing to confirm nor dispute this.
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| give and
Bequeath to my
son Harmon
Upchurch one
Negro Wench

named Doll

Harmon
reimbursed for
funeral

expenses

F¢3
1782-1788 Harmon on Virginia Tax Records

Harmon Upchurch’s name appears on the Brunswick County, Virginia, Personal
Property Tax lists: R050¢72

1783 2 Tithes, 1 person, 2 horses, 2 cattle, 0 wheels
1784 2 taxable (District 5)

1785 2 Tithes, 2 young negroes

1787 2 wh tithes, 1 wh 16-21, 1 blk under 16, 1 blk 16-up

July 26, 1784 Harmon Receives Inheritance
In 1784, Harmon’s father, James Upchurch, III, died. His will bequeathed his
land in Brunswick County, Virginia, and his slaves and personal belonging to his
children and grandchildren. Harmon’s bequeath was:

ITEM I give and Bequeath to nmy son Harmon Upchurch all the rest of my
Lands that has not already been given to him his heirs or assigns forever.

Also I give and Bequeath to my son Harmon Upchurch one Negro Wench
named Doll to him his heirs or assigns forever. R%'43

From the wording of the bequeath, it sounds like Harmon had been living on
lands connected to, or adjoining, his father’s land. The wording suggests that
Harmon'’s father had previously given him land: all the rest of my Lands.

1784 Harmon Pays Funeral Expenses

In the Meherrin Parish records there is a payment listed wherein the County is
reimbursing Harmon for what appears to be burial expenses. The entry itself was
not dated, however, the listing just above this one was dated September 1784

Meherrin Parish
To Hermon Upchurch DR. To keeping of Jane Curtis fifty days L1.6.

To a coffin sheet pillar & handkerchief found for the said parishener
decea’d L1.4.4. Total 1L.2.10.4. R0

Who is this Jane Curtis? A daughter? His wife’s relative? More research will be
required to establish Harmon’s relationship to this person.

1787 Indenture Mentions Harmon Upchurch

The following abstract, dated late October of 1787, wasn’t written into the record
book until April 1788... two months after Harmon sold his land (next page):

This Indenture made this sixth Day of October 1787 BETWEEN James
Phips of the County of Brunswick and State of Virginia of the one part and
George Johnson of the same County of the other part . . . for and in
consideration of twenty five pounds . . . hath bargained, sold, aliened,
delivered and confirmed unto the said George Johnson . . . a certain tract
or parcel of Land containing fifty acres . . . lying and being in the County
of Brunswick and bounded as followeth (to wit) BEGINNING on a black
Jack on Eaton’s Road a corner tree in Zachariah Simmses’ line, thence
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pery

along the said Simm’s line to a hickory a corner tree in Edward King's
line, thence along the said King’s line to a white oak [ni]Jgh Harmon
Upchurche’s line, thence along the said Upchurche’s line to a black jack
a corner tree on Eaton’s Road, thence along the said road to Station or
BEGINNING . . . and we the said James Phips and Elizabeth Phips his

wife for themselves and their heirs doth covenant . . . that he and they Harmon sells his

shall and may at all times hereafier peaseably and quietly hold possess
and enjoy the said land . . . Signed by James Phips and witnessed by Jesse
Taylor, Stripple [Hcempt?] and Lewis Johnson. Brunswick County Court
April 28th 1788. This Indenture was proved by the oaths of the witnesses
thereto and ordered to be recorded. *°''* for £75

1788 Harmon Inherits, Sells Land

Over the years Harmon’s father had given him land, and that, coupled with his
inheritance totaled 237 acres. Four years after his father’s death, on February
1788, Harmon sold his land to Owen Myrick receiving £75:

..it being all the Lands that was Given him by his father.

The land record is given here, followed by a transcription.
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Transcribed by Mae D. Cox

Page 334

This Indenture made this nineteenth Day of February in the year of our Lord Christ one thousand seven
hundred and eighty eight Between Hermon Upchurch and Bettey his wife of the one part and Owen
Myrick of the other part Witnesseth that the said Hermon Upchurch for an in consideration of the sum of
seventy five pounds current money of Virginia to us in hand paid by the said Owen Myrick the Receipt
whereof they the said Hermon Upchurch and Bettey his wife doth hereby acknowledge that granted
bargained sold Enfeoffed and confirmed, and doth by these presents Grant bargain Sell and deliver unto the
said Owen Myrick his heirs and Assigns forever, one certain Tract or parcel of Land Containing two hundred
and thirty seven acres (more or less) it Lying and being in the County of Brunswick on both sides of White
oak Swamp Beginning on

Page 335

Zacariah Simm’s line at a red oak on the Westward road, thence along the said Road to the head of a slash
on the South East side of the said Road to a pine on John Neal’s line, thence along the said Slash to white
oak swamp, thence down the Various Courses of the said Swamp to the mouth of a branch called Battes
spring branch on Burwell Upchurche’s line, thence up the said branch to a poplar, Thence to Taylor’s
Corner pine, thence along Taylor’s line to the Westward Road a red oak, thence along the said Road to white
Oak swamp, thence up the various courses of the said Swamp to King’s Corner Gum, thence along King’s
line to George Johnson’s Corner red oak, from thence up the various courses of the said Swamp to a red oak,
thence along the said Road to King’s Corner Gum thence along King’s Line to George Johnson’s Corner red
oak, from thence to the Westward Road at the Beginning To Have and to hold the said Tract or parcel of
Land and premises it being all the Lands that was Given him by his Father together with all and every
advantage thereunto belonging to the only use and behoof of him the said Owen Myrick his heirs and
Assigns forever, and the said Upchurch and Bettey his wife Shall and will acquit and convey confirm and
defend from all persons whatsoever a good and Lawful Right and Title to the said Land and premises within
mentioned and the said Hermon Upchurch and Bettey his wife doth agree to makeover and convey and
Defend free from all Incumbrance that any person or persons shall claim against the said Land by any
writings or contracts whatsover to the said Land and the said Hermon Upchurch and Bettey his wife doth
agree that the said Owen Myrick shall be entitled to enjoy the said Land with a peaceable Seizure to act and
do with the said Tract or parcel of Land To the true Intent and meaning of these presents In Witness whereof

the said Hermon Upchurch and Bettey his wife have hereunto set their hands and Seals the day and year
first above Written.

His
Signed Sealed and Delivered } Hermon + Upchurch (LS)
In Presence of } mark
Briggs Goodrich Brunswick County Court the 25th Day of
Nathaniel Mason, February 1788. This Indenture was Acknowledged
John Carmpenter [ “his mark”] by Hermon Upchurch and Bettey his wife to be
James Fletcher, heir Act and Deed and ordered to be Recorded
John Walton , Previous to which the said Bettey being privately
James Johnson. examined as the Law directs did
Page 336 voluntarily assent thereto.
Est Teste
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At a Court held for Brunswick County the 25th Day of

February 1788 ~
Harmon William Thornton Present Binns(?) James &
UpChUI'Ch and Thomas Stith Benjamin Black(?) Gant

James Fletcher

wife Betty sold

An Indenture of Bargain & Sale from Harmon Upchurch &
Betty his wife to Owen Myrick was acknowledged by the

their 100 acres said Harmon & Betty to be their act & Deed & Ordered to
) .. be Recorded. Previous to which the said Betty being private
in \ﬁrglnla ly examined as the Law directed did voluntarily asent
thereto

A Deed of Gift from Littlebury Robinson(?) & Littlebury
Robinson

Transcribed by Mae D. Cox
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Final Entry for Sale of Land February 1788

The record at left shows that, a few days after the recording of Harmon’s sale of
land to Owen Myrick, the final entry was made confirming the sale and most
likely tying up all loose ends.

Harmon not on 1790 Census
Since our Harmon Upchurch doesn’t show up on the Virginia or North Carolina
censuses for 1790, it’s highly possibly this is the timeframe when he was relocating.

The 1790 census on the next page lists several of Harmon’s relatives who were
firmly established on farms scattered across North Carolina (also see page 122).
Most likely when Harmon sold his Virginia land inheritance in 1788 — land his
father, James III, left him — he was planning to move on southward into North
Carolina where most of his family had already migrated.

March 2, 1792 Harmon Shows up in North Carolina

Four years after selling his land inheritance in Virginia, Harmon surfaces again.
This time there is a mention of him in a land transaction recorded in Montgomery
County, North Carolina.

William Johnston 25 acres; warrant #720 issued March 2, 1792 by John
crump to William Johnson for 25 ac on Jacobs Cr, joins Harmon
Upchurch & George Shankle sr; 25 acres surveyed Nov. 10, 1792 by
Isham Harris; on E side of Jacobs Cr; border: begins at George Shankle’s
corner pine stump & joins Upchurch. Volentine Shankle and Harmun
Upchurch, chain carriers; grant #866 issued Jul. 15, 1795. RO

1795 Harmon again mentioned
Harmon’s name crops up again in this land record of August 22, 1795: Ro70400

Jno Swaringan 40 acres; warrant #2018 issued Aug. 22, 1795 by John
crump to John Swargim for 40 acres on N side of Jacobs Cr, joins George
Shankle, Harmon Upchurch, John Shankle, & my own [line]. 40 ac
surveyed Aug. 18, 1796... on SW side of Pee Dee R; border; begins at said
Swaringam’s corner hickory of his 100 ac tract in an old field on N side of
Jacobs Cr, joins John Shankle, and Upchurch. Grant issued Apr. 12, 1 799.

Harmon not on 1800 Census
For the second time, Harmon doesn’t show up in census records. We have
to suppose that he was just missed by record takers as we know by 1800

he was living in North Carolina and owned land.

Stanly County,
North Carolina

Harmon not
listed in 1790

census

Harmon is
thought to be
the first
Upchurch to
settle in
Montgomery
County, North

Carolina
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1800 Harmon Buys Land

Though the warrant was issued in 1800 for Harmon to purchase 100 acres of land,
it wasn’t until mid-1803 that it’s recorded:

Harman Upchurch 100 ac; warrant #5415 issued November 3, 1800 by
John Neal to Harman Upchurch for 100 ac on Persimmon Br, joins John
Randle, & his own [Harmon’s] line; 100 ac surveyed January 26, 1802 by
Thos Cotton on Sw side of Yadkin R & on Possimmon Br; border begins at
a red oak at intersection of his own line & John Randle; Solomon Mabrey
& Allen Upchurch, chain carriers; Nov 29, 1802 Harman Upchurch paid
purchase money for 100 ac in entry #5415 (signed) J Craven, compl;
grant #1912 issued Aug 20, 1803. BT

Valentine 1801 Harmon is still in Montgomery County
Once again he is mentioned in a land warrant issued March 16, 1801
Shankle and

William Hunter esq 200 ac; warrant #5566 issued Mar 16, 1801 by John
Neal to William Hunter for 200 ac joins John Shankle & Harmon

Harmun Upchurch on S side of Jacob Cr;: 200 ac surveyed Jan. 26, 1802 by Thos
. Cotton; on SW side of Yadkin R & on S side of Jacobs Cr; border: begins
UPCthCh, chain at a black walnut in Harmon Upchurch’s line and joins John Shankle;
Solomon Mabrey and Allen Upchurch, chain carriers: Nov. 30, 1802
carriers William Hunter paid purchase money for 200 ac in entry #5566... grant

#1908 issued Aug. 20, 1803. R

Last Mention of Harmon in Land Records

The last known mention of Harmon Upchurch in a land transaction was dated
February 12, 1810:

David Smith 20 ac; warrant #6753... by Will Stone to David Smith for 20
ac on Ceder Cr of Davids Cr, joins Harmon Upchirch, & Solomon
Mabrey; 20 ac surveyed September 181 0 by as Chappell; on Ceder Cr of
Davids Cr; border beings at his old corner pine ... November 30, 1810
David Smith paid purchase money for 20 ac in entry #6753 (signed S.
Goodwin, compt; grant #2198 issued Dec. 11, 181 {j, Boenss

1810 Census, Montgomery County,

North Carolina

The first census record to list Harmon Upchurch
came in 1810 when he and wife Betty appeared
on the North Carolina census. See record at right.

Harmon and Betty have four children living with
them, and are each shown to be over 45 years of
age — Harmon would have actually been 70 years

It’s not known what Harmon's house was like. This
one is typical of the time period.
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of age. They show young children in their home, a

Howell), a son 10-
a daughter 10-16 (name unknown).

His wife, if indeed first-wife-Betty is still the wife shown,
0. To have a child under ten would not have been possib
ages do match up with birthdates of his children, meaning

born when Betty was in

son between 16-26 (possibly
16 (possibly James), a son under 10 (possibly Benjamin), and

would have been about

le. As just shown, the
they would have been

her sixties. This was discussed on first page of this section.

For the children to be these ages we speculate that Harmon must have married a

second time and there were possibility more children than

those we know about.

Harmon’s son Allen was not named in the 1810 census; however since he was
about 30 years of age and had married, in all likelihood he had his own household.

1810 Census Montgomery County, North Carolina ¢

s

1 Pelb
Harmon, 70,
has children

under age 16.
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Children Living in Same Area

We know Harmon and Betty’s first child was born in Virginia, and the other three
, Harmon is 70 are believed born in the Montgomery County, North Carolina.

. when 1810 Several records support that Harmon and Elizabeth and their sons were all living
'. in the Montgomery County area. Son Allen will be discussed in the next section.
i census taken Son, Howell Upchurch is listed in Montgomery County, North Carolina, Extant
Deeds for 1840 where on February 15th he sold 180 acres for $200.

on the waters of Long Creek R

s b

Howell, Benjamin, and Allen are also all listed in the Stanly County Tax Lists
beginning in 1841. These names appear frequently in the tax lists that will be
shown in the next sections on Allen Upchurch and Patrick Bogan Upchurch.

Harmon Harmon’s Death

It is believed that Harmon died when he was about 75 years of age, somewhere
believed buried around 1815. He appears in the 1810 census, but doesn’t show up after that.

Early researchers thought perhaps Harmon had been buried in the old Laton-
Upchurch Cemetery. That cemetery is located off the east side of Indian Mound

Road near Jacob’s Creek and Lake Tillery (just off Pee Dee River) in Stanly County,
Upchurch | North Carolina.

in Laton-

Cemetery The cemetery was surveyed many years ago and was shown to have twenty-five
to thirty graves; none identifiable. We're not able to give irrefutable proof that
this is the actual spot where Harmon is buried, though it does seem quite likely
since this is the general area where he lived.

No records of a will or probate could be found.

North Carolina q}
/

Stanly County,
North Carolina

j @ Laton-Upchurch
! Cemetery where it’s thought Harmon Upchurch
may be buried. The old abandoned cemetery is
about three or four miles northeast of the cemetery
where Harmon’s son, Allen Upchurch, is buried.

S#

@ Old Abandoned Cemetery where Harmon’s son,
Allen Upchurch, is buried (see next section).

SODANS
\‘.
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No 1820 Census; 1830 Census Lists Elizabeth Upchurch
- . Betty and one
The 1820 census records for Montgomery County are no longer in existence having

been lost/destroyed/burned. . .
female listed in
Harmon'’s widow, Betty (Elizabeth) Upchurch shows up in the 1830 Montgomery
County, North Carolina, census as head of household. It shows she is of seventy 1830 census.
and under eighty, which lends pause for scrutiny. Another female is in the house:
of forty and under fifty.

If this is Harmon’s first wife, Betty, she would have been over 90 years of age, or
thereabouts, by 1830. Once again this raises the question as to whether this isn’t
possibly a second wife that just happens to have the same name as the first wife.

Curious.
1830 Census Montgomery
County, North Carolina
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