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ANDREW BETTS

96

Andrew Betts appears on the 1805 and 1910
Tax List of Buckhorn Township. The fate of the
150 acres which he purchased in 1805 along
Uttleys Creek in Buckhorn Township is not
clear. There is no subsequent deed in the Wake
County Records for that property. The Wake
County Tax List shows his son James Betts and
wife Sally living on 25 acres in Buckhorn
Township from 1817 through 1820. Perhaps
the land was divided among the children and
this 25 acres was given to James Betts. As
noted above, Andrew Betts married Sally
White of Surry County in 1789. His son Wil-
liam Betts was born in 1799 in Isle of Wight
County. Apparently Andrew must have died
intestate as there are no records of his estate
or will in Wake or Cumberland Counties. The
most prominent and successful of his children
was William (Billie) Betts, Married Temper-
ance Utley of Wake County in 1820. He mi-
grated to Cumberland County, N.C. (now Har-
nett County) and purchased land there along
Hector's Creek in 1825. There he built a log
bungalow which stood until 1827. William and
Temperance Betts are buried near the house.
He died intestate in 1843. Beautifully recorded
and detailed accounts of his estate were main-

~ tained by his son and administrator, Andrew

Betts, and are preserved in the Search Room

of the N.C. Dept. of Archives and History. The
children of Andrew Betts: I. James, |I. Mary
(Pally), 111. Sally, IV. Susannah, V. William, b.
1779 in Isle of Wight County, d. 1843 in
Cumberland County. m. Temperance Utley in
1820, b. 1785, d. 1876 in Wake County. The
children of William (Billie) Betts: |. Andrew, II.
Alvin, 111. Anderson, N., IV. Alexander Davis
Betts, V. Allen, VI. Archibald, VII. Sarah
Catherine. It should be noted that Rev. Alexan-
der Davis Betts was the renowned Methodist
minister known as ““Preacher or Brother Betts.”
He was a prominant chaplain for the North
Carolina Troops during the Civil War and was
frequently referred to by General Lee as “that
model Chaplain, Brother Betts.” The diary
which he kept from 1861 until 1865 has been
preserved and published as “Experiences of a
Confederate Chaplain.”
Source: Personal knowledge.

— Wilmer C. Betts, M.D.
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Consider not the spelling: Where thefe are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is various spelling on the same page - Johnstone, Jon-
son, Johnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnson's name is spelled every
way it could be spelled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the "T" was more often used after that
date.,

Tapley Johnston's name appears first in Johnston County in 1786, "on the
20th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 B...sold unto the said
Taple Johnson a certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. itness:
Mark Fratt".

The first land grant to Tapply Johnston is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
Courny on Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Governor Samuel Johnston.
The 4rant had been entered in 1780. And subsequently there are five
other Grants to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, Meils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. During
that period of twenty years, it is recorded that he acquired by Grant
and deed 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averasboro, Erwin, Buies Creek, Lillington, Cokesbury
ang Kipling: % ~

There appears no sale, but in the years 181}, and 1818 he deeds land to
his four children - William, Tapley, Jr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roads, to prove

deeds or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, as bonds-
man and other like services that were comon in his day.

We do not know when or where he married Lydis Matthews, but the story
is told of his proposal. Lydia was putting down a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth. The inspiration for a practical
helpful wife overtook him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" ILydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
mush!™ And the patting pursued with, "0, Lydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hushi" until the bread was all patted into the fire...
when they faced their embarrassment,they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face 1life together.

To this wnion we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
¥illiam who married Goodin Carter; Elizabeth married Jesse Branch, but
lived only a short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.
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Consider not the spelling: Where these are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is varicus spelling on the same page - Johnstone, Jon-
son, Johnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnson's name is spelled every
way it could be spelled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the "T" was more often used after that
date.

Tapley Johnston's name appears first in Johnston County in 1786, '"on the
20th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 &...sold unto the said
Taple Johnson a certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. ‘itness:
Mark Mratt".

The fiwst land grent to Tapply Johnston is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
County on Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Governor Samuel Johnston .
The Grznt had been entered in 1780. And subsequently there are five
other Grents to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, Neils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. During
that period of twenty years, it is recorde¢ that he acquired by Grant
and deed 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averasboro, Erwin, Buies Creek, Lillington, Cokesbury
and Kipling. % ~

There appears no sale, but in the years 181}, and 1818 he deeds land to
his four children - William, Tapley, dJr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roacs, to prove
deeds or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, as bonds-
man and other like services that were common in his day.

We do not know when or where he married ILydie Matthews, but the story
is told of his proposal. Lydia was putting dovn a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth. The inspiration for a practical
helpful wife overtook him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" ILydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
hushl" And the patting pursued with, "0, Lydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hush!" until the bread was all patted into the fire...
when they faced their embarrassment, they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face life together.

To this union we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
villiam who married Goodin Carter; Elizabeth married Jesse Branch, but
lived only a short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.

CREEKS. Jo N oTON cofﬂc
BLACK CREEK



NANNETT (D NC - AVENTS  CRECK

O FRowy, CONCERNMNING OLR AN CESTORS - 192 BY rRvTH

BErHEA JOM Wson - PAEECS) I, 12,13

.

CROSS FLLE .
TRPLEY JoN N3N SA

LY OTA MATTREWS

TJosePH ITRBY
A RiK MYATT

The Lamd of Tapley QW,
A4 A0 e , a/Uld- A
Carvmbarlond Co, NC Lk
s 1855 Lecomn post

Yermelt Co, VE wdan
A wen ﬁaw‘&. &5%
b Kowam (%) meer Ana
Lanwd | ath trpph LELINGA
k. e s Naithn R
pf X Cote FLaq A -
& el dradid o
Lo M, Coqe Fron
Ry & o Wohe o
Wun CM Al g
At & armin -
CREE KRS —-ALL NARWETT Co 0

HUGHES CREEK
HEcTomny CAEEK
[bUrES CAEEK
NEILS CAEEK
FNonwTON'S CAREEL
MILL ¢cmECEK
AvenTs CAES]
LITTLE CHmEEK
24,4 Cl RrveER

Consider not the spelling: Where there are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is various spelling on the same page - Johnstone, Jon-
son, Johnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnson's name 1is spelled every
way it could be spzlled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the NT" was more often used after that
date.

Tapley Johnston's name appears first in Johnston County in 1786, "on the
20th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 E...s0ld unto thz said
Taple Johnson a certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. Yitness:
Mark Msatt".

The first land grant to Tapply Johnsten is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
County on Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Governor Samuel Jonnston .
The Grant had been entered in 1780. And subsequently there are five
other Grants to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, Neils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. Iuring
that period of twenty years, it is recorded that he acquired by Grant
and deed 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averasboro, Erwin, Buies Creek, Lillington, Cokesbury
ang Kipling.

There appears no sale, but in the years 181, and 1818 he deeds land to
his four children - William, Tapley, Jr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roads, to prove
deeds or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, as bonds-
man and cther like services that were common in his day.

We do not know when or where he married Lydia Matthews, but the story
is told of his proposal. ILydia was putting down a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth. The inspiration for a practical
helpful wife overtook him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" Lydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
hush!" And the patting pursued with, "0, Lydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hushl" until the bread was all patted inte the fire...
when they faced their embarrassment, they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face life together.

To this union we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
7illiam who married Goodin Carter; Elizabeth married Jesse Branch, but
lived only a short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.
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Consider not the spelling: Where there are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is various spelling on the same page - Jomnstone, Jon-
son, Johnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnson's name is spelled every
way it could be spslled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the "I" was more often used after that
date.

Tapley Jchnston's name appears rirst in Johnston County in 1786, "on the
20th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 B...s0ld unto the said
Taple Johnson a certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. 'itness:
Mark Myatt".

The first land¢ grant to Tapply Johnston is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
County cr. Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Governor Samuel Johnsten .
The Grzn® had been entered in 1780. And subsequently there are five
other Grznts to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, Neils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. DIurirg
that period of twenty years, it is recorded that he acquired by Grant

and deec 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averasboro, Erwin, Buies Creek, Lillington, Cokesbury
and Kipling. ¥

There appears no sale, but in the years 181, and 1818 he deeds land to
his four children - William, Tapley, Jr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roads, to preve
deeds or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, a2s bonds-
man and cther like services that were common in his day.

We do not know when or where he married Lydia Matthews, but the story
is told of his proposal. Lydia was putting down a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth. The inspiration for a practical
helpful wife overtook him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" Lydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
rush'™ And the patting pursued with, "0, Lydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hush!" until the bread was all patted into the fire...
when they faced their embarrassment,they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face 1life together.

To this wnion we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
yilliam who married Goodin Carter; Flizabeth married Jesse Branch, but

lived only a short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.
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Consider not the spelling: Where there are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is various spelling on the same page - Johnstone, Jon-
son, Johnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnson's name is spelled every
way it could be speslled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the "T" was more often used after that
date.

Tapley Johnston's name appears first in Johnston County in 1786, "on the
50th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 £...sold unto the said
Taple Johnson & certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. 'itness:
Mark Mratt".

The fivst land grant to Tapply Johnston is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
County on Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Govemor Samuel Johnston.
The CGrznt had been entered in 1780. And subsegusntly there are five
other Grants to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, Neils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, }Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. During
that period of twenty years, it is recorded that he acquired by Grant

and deed 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averasporo,ngrwin,_Buies_Creek, Lillington, Cokesbury
and Kipling. ¥

There appears no sale, but in the years 181}, and 1818 he deecs land %o
his four children - William, Tapley, Jr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roads, to prove
deeds or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, as bonds-
man and cther like services that were common in his day.

We do not know when or where he marrisd Lydis Matthews, but the story
ie told of his proposal. Lydia was putting dovm a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth. The inspiration for a practical
helpful wife overtook him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" Lydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
rush'™ And the patting pursued with, "O, Iydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hush!" until the bread was all patted into the fire...
when they faced their embarrassment, they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face 1life together.

To this wnion we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
william who married Goodin Carter; Elizabeth married Jesse Branch, but

lived only a short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.
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Consider not the spelling: Where there are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is various spelling on the same page - Johnstone, Jon-
son, Johnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnson's name is spelled every
way it could be spslled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the "T" was more often used after that
date.

Tapley Johnston's name appears first in Johnston County in 1786, "on the
20th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 E...s0ld unto the said
Taple Johnson a certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. ‘itness:
Mark Kratt™.

The first land grant to Tapply Johnston is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
County on Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Goveror Samuel Johnston.
The Grant had been entered in 1780. And subsequently there are five
other Grants to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, Neils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. During
that period of twenty years, it is recorded that he acquired by Grant
and deed 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averasboro H_E__nﬂﬁ__?_uigg_ﬂreek, Lillington, Cokesbury
ang Kipling. %

There appears no sale, but in the years 181}, and 1818 he deeds land to
his four children - William, Tapley, Jr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roacs, to prove
deads or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, as bonds-
man and cther like services that were common in his day.

We do not know when or where he married Lydia Matthews, but the story
je told of his proposal., Lydia was putting dovm a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth. The inspiration for a practical
helpful wifre overtock him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" Lydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
hushl" And the patting pursued with, "0, Lydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hushl'" until the bread was all patted into the fire...
when they faced their embarrassment,they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face 1life together.

To this union we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
villiam who married Goodin Carter; Flizabeth married Jesse Branch, but

lived only a short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.
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Consider not the spelling: Where there are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is various spelling on the same page - Johnstone, Jon-
son, Jomnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnsen's name is spelled every
way it could te spelled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the "T" was more often used after that
date.

Tapley Johnston's name appears first in Johnston County in 1786, "on the
50th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 &...s0ld unto the said
Taple Johnson a certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. YWitness:
Mark Mratt",

The first land grant to Tapply Johnston is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
County on Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Gevemor Samuel Johnston.
The Grant had been entered in 1780. And subsequently there are five
other Grants to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, Neils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. During
that period of twenty years, it is recorded that he acquired by Grant
and deed 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averas‘p_g_r&j_min,_Buies_Creek, Lillington, Cokesbury

and Kipling.

There appears no sale, but in the years 181l and 1818 he deeds land to
his four children - William, Tapley, Jr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roads, to prcve
deeds or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, as bonds-
man and other like services that were common in his day.

We co not know when or where he marrisd Lydis Matthews, but the story
ie told of his proposal. Lydia was putting cown a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth., The inspiration for a practical
helpful wife overtook him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" Lydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
hushi® And the patting pursued with, "0, Lydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hushl” until the bread was all patted into the fire...
when they faced their embarrassment,they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face life together.

To this union we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
yilliam who married Goodin Carter; Flizabeth married Jesse Branch, but
lived only a short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.
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Consider not the spelling: Where there are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is various spelling on the same page - Johnstone, Jon-
son, Johnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnson's name is spelled every
way it could be spalled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the T was more often used after that
date.

Tapley Johnston's name appears first in Johnston County in 1786, "on the
20th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 E...s0ld unto the said
Taple Johnson a certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. 'itness:
Mark Myatt".

The fi=st land grant to Tapply Johnston is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
County on Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Govemeor Samuel Johnston.
The Grant had been entered in 1780. And subsequently there are five
other Grants to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, Neils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. During
that period of twenty years, it is recorded that he acquired by Grant
and deed 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averasboro, Erwin, Buies Creek, Lillington, Cokesbury
and Kipling.

There appears no sale, but in the years 181}, and 1818 he deeds land to
his four children - William, Tapley, Jr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roads, to prove
deeds or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, as bonds-
man and other like services that were common in his day.

We do not know when or where he married Lydiz Matthews, but the story
je told of his proposal. Lydia was putting dovn a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth. The inspiration for a practical
helpful wife overtook him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" Lydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
hush!® And the patting pursued with, "0, Lydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hushl" until the bread was all patted into the fire.e.
when they faced their embarrassment,they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face life together.

To this union we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
yilliam who married Goodin Carter; Elizabeth married Jesse Branch, but

lived only & short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.
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Consider not the spelling: Where there are recorded land grants, deeds,
and wills, there is various spelling on the same page - Johnstone, Jon-
son, Johnson - and our forefather Tapley Johnson's name is spelled every
way it could be spezlled, including Tarpley - Taply, Tapply, Taple, Tapley,
and Tappley. And the spelling Johnston was used more frequently until

about 1800; the spelling without the "T" was more often used after that
date.

Tapley Johnston's name appears first in Johnston County in 1786, "on the
20th of October...Joseph Irby for the sum of 80 E...s0ld unto the said
Taple Johnson & certain tract or parcel of land lying in the County of
Johnston on both sides of Black Creek containing 800 acres. ¥Witness:
Mark Mratt".

The first landé grant to Tapply Johnston is 200 acres lying in Cumberland
County on Cooper's Branch...issued in 1789 by Govemor Samuel Johnston .
The Grant had been entered in 1780. And subsequently there are five
other Grents to him totaling 1265 acres - on Hughes Creek, Hectors Creek,
Buies Creek, leils' Creek, Thornton's Creek, Mill Creek (now Avents
Creek), Little Creek and Black River, - through the year 1807. During
that period of twenty years, it is recorde¢ that he acquired by Grant
and deed 3653 acres of land near the waters of the Cape Fear, in the vi-
cinity that is now Averasboro, Erwin, Buies Creek, Lillington, Cokesbury
and Kipling. ¥

There appears no sale, but in the years 181}, and 1818 he deecs land to
his four children - William, Tapley, Jr., Sarah, and Betsy.

He like other men of ability in his day was appointed to select and build
ferry crossing on the Cape Fear, to lay out and overseer roads, to prove
deeds or wills; serve as Superior Court Juror at Wilmington, as bonds-
man snd other like services that were commen in his day.

We do not know when or where he married Lydiz Matthews, but the story
ie told of his proposal. Lydia was putting dowm a hoe cake on the

griddle over some coals on the hearth. The inspiration for a practical
helpful wife overtook him and he patted her shoulder and said, "Lydia,
will you have me?" ILydia patted the bread and replied, "Hush Tapley,
hush!™ And the patting pursued with, "0, Lydia, won't you have me?"

and "Hush, Tapley, hush!" until the bread was all patted into the fire...
when they faced their embarrassment,they laughed and decided to stop
fencing with each other and face life together.

To this union we have a record of four children - two boys and two girls.
yilliam who married Goodin Carter; Elizabeth married Jesse Branch, but
lived only a short time. Sarah married Joel Prince, and the youngest
child, Tapley Ormond Johnson, Jr., married Mary (Polly) Atkins.
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