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JB. Frances Marie McElroy, b. § Jul 1938, Cle-
burne Co,, AL, m. 8 Feb 1958, Ringgold, Ga,,
Charles Harold Powell, b. 1931, Issue:
1. Karen Denice Powell, b. 26 Aug 1959,

1981, Bay Minette, AL, Tony Lyn
Stewart, b. 24 Dec 1958, Bay
Minette, AL., Issue:

A. Eric Matthew Stewart,
b. 20 Dec 1982, Mobile, Al

B. Karis Michelle Stewart /")
b. 9 Nov 1985 Mobile, AL .
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Married Har'dy Burt(‘j/ 14/1828-1/7/1921).Both are buried in Adams Family Cemetery on Hwy #55

I

Children (3)
* Annie Burt-married(1) David Wheeler(2) Frank Shaw

Lattie Wheeler

Annie Wheeler-married(1)  Byrd (2) David Baker
Wheeler Byrd
Wylantha Byrd
Jean Byrd
Bill Byrd
Marion Byrd
Miriam Byrd
Annie Byrd-married George Hall
Mariah Byrd-married Graham Eubanks

There are 3 other Burt graves in Hwy.#55 cemetery: Alfred C. Burt 4/1/1855-9/13/1930;
Alice Adams Burt 9/13/1853-5/6/1929;Annie Louise Burt 5/27/1888-3/5/1980.
Q: How are they related to the Adams family?

* Lucy "Lou" Burt - m. Tom Stewart of Coats, NC
Gladys Stewart-married Stewart

Katherine Stewart

* Nolie Burt-married Mauney of New London, NC
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Stewart deployed
Army Pfc. Kevin C. Stewart

: ; deployed to Guantanamo Bay,
ERNesT MDA ALD — Cu%a,zndparticipatcdin()peraﬁon

5= Tz XU Sea Signal, assigned to Joint Task
\’§> K L{\/w C \SWM/ ' Force 160, Joint Task Bulkeley.
= M The soldier is a member of 1st Bat-
LzpDA Lo 3 TEwW T talion, 3rd Air Defense Artillery
= from Fort Carson, Colo.

The operation is a humanitarian
relief mission in which the bat-
talion task force has the responsi-
bility for regulating, monitoring
and caring for three Cuban villages
or camps with a total of 6,000
migrants. Most of the Cubans came
from Panama where they has been
involved in disturbances and riots
that claimed over 250 U.S.
casualties.

The soldiers duties were to
secure the safety of the migrants
and U. S. personnel, to react to and
quell any disturbances and riots
that might occur in the camps, and
to oversee and improve the quality
of life for the Cubans inside their
villages. Schools, chapels, athletics,
musical instruments, carpentry
tools and materials were provided
to the Cubans. -

Stewart, an early waming sys-
tems operator, is the son of Linda
L. Stewart of Richardson Road and
Ernest McDonald of Evans Road,
both of Apex.

He is a 1994 graduate of Apex
High School.
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Rosa Upchurch
birth: 1901
North Carolina Marriages. 22 Jul

marriage: Harnett Co.. North spouse: L. L. Stewart
1759-1979 age:

1922 Carolina



LANCE  LAAoY STEWOART XID- 39756
D Swe 1k Gav 1995 Chankoe ol Teliirmns , §y 7 RP

K. Cardicn M ENAVN
I, M aMoa Mar rorsbo
Ko forre 4 St 41941 | |
md (1) O Mangoi— first M st(2end) b Kesg —
i o darey Stowead? 41765

Ao Promdion Demuia Stouned 19 4b
Ma e L Gw%” AL

A ek Fasblin Stevad 477
A At DA Stzaart 41771
2 forin fam, mhofd b 110 ML L) s T T
“ W‘g‘} ashay ek () — - Cor
C . Sheeda /CIJ«WQJ
A Tomry LY
& sew g7 7560 1995 Chakec Golrn felensers ) 4y A Rl
LLSAA2ISER 1767
6) se £tp o Yo 177) wedtiann e futllloc AR
INS YN



LAAN DALE  STEWART
O Sew £ 10 i 1797 wieliva Jacei A A AW

) o e } ) 4 5 W’ '- 4 ; "
T. by, (dakern h 7/ Pt Poccen U / %Aﬂt%l’{/f Subidleer

- R elwat ét-/” W Lov

A dein Lot U (Tawar) (21 AVE 1471 (Tnsnded | I 2z
Pniwian Co, CO)-MA 55 EFITS? / (;&;?/1({;4, ) W), S
‘6&&?{&’4 (oo, f23 per5té ( /’7 /?cc/ﬁ"/ﬁz/é.auf,{f ik

Lo, V) = fla awet 2 .L'??/.L 22elly and Wk s

Al iiAtR .

A

i . 1GNNS o 5 - . 5 =i N /C".:L’»dﬁim
[, Do Sul Dasi —L%-;_&-L_% Kabwiie Laatant 4. 19507 19516
=

5
- o F o N Yy A T s e, et
XY Ko m& (199 14 F&E3 14 (rﬁ&mf@wk /“)34— vadbioaq 1 - P

7

' ' g i 0 7 O g il. ?
ﬂ/lﬁt (;(41;0 j{_‘lL IJ/C/T C) }/-]‘_/_‘L\-.(_,L 'Q]A'}rjé—"q" ﬁﬁ,;'._&..'{—ét'-;c , Yzt

R Dwayue Al baste fTIAV 1SS (hoiinan, TA) SE iy €0
3. STwvi frcl Baae o 16 20V 1950 fogin iy, LAY WK 3C Hec
146 ff;szf,ztﬁ,&,-g( , OR) Deavie Levire Nl le L7500 17 5*@(/1u‘:&%¢%§
g},%LH;M Le, &/‘3-/ Al ‘f' Oaniddl ks § fodny piceds | |
| A Ty 3“’% Ao L2 AR 1TS2 (s ﬂ'b(,[,/ J.y—/‘w«ﬁ@“"" ‘/C} £K)
4 0 o Lo Bag 4o 1y TR 195G (At Lo | OR) onf Tanin, Aroail
Sloaar, Liwiread
A Jokonofir L s (13 Aue fisy (Audferd, Joclasnt Gy OF)
A 424& Bucy Lave 625w 1557 (e ifnd  Aodlergng <o, LI)
, fb;‘M%LCJ;;}/p Md«:»bu,ﬂ Qoo f"?tz,u.& i/ ?/f,’.,&“y /‘7d"’7 L lie g ‘o ; ,/ :/ j{{;@? c,'é} &}:)
tlonr Dame, 4 grok 1963 Ovu/,L/, o ]’lw iy o Zp/ DKy ik 14 Fi2
|9 &8y Cr"/mﬁaﬁ.&fbﬁ LER) ) anuls Slguwat Ao 16 Fizt 1948 ¢ /fL.-.duVW'cq < 2
At L Jdasu Lo STizuat Vewd U/ZWL"" At Y P
. f&vf':ﬁ Jum»e, )7'6& %Lumf" A AoV 7T 9, (:5—,1,-;1)4;\ 0%‘9’ . CA—)



LAVRA COLE STEWART XTD- 18/05
D Favrn Cote Stmuad Ao DITAN 195 o clon £
W&M Thewmos. SHErzuad” # S EAAVE /%of_

M/W U Loy /”7“”0//355)



LEE Ivs7zN  STEWART 0,

O Hmaion “ Rel odnaraiuper frem RP4 Rocorda - 13 APR2PS

T. Allbgert R elatfoen Nedhen /822
A. Raled B2oghuett Wotan L & /857

I 14% %zw £ 188!
a. R abudt™ BLetKatl Nosten, s1 (I

MA QO Tameda. D ﬁ
A. RM{&XW}W/;’:CE
A4, Damn CX%NWM

b K avn Nettar
WA () - -~ |

C & mrma Fertan mdl) MMS'O‘W%

A nMaJ-\CAw&_ mAL) RJMM}EMM),}A
) Lo M%WJJL
@) 51_::;1 NooiToin SAtuant

&- Co Kot " z

W e Ty - s

AA: M /M?—V"

BoV

I 8 ohall Wovtar mR €1 éa/.\-g/vh Mastey

C Mario Rp)om
M% HA.Mq_L Yo azatll,



L€ 3JvsrrN STEWART 2)

O FO\MA-‘H ’l«n«/’ha?“w Acaped e e R.B. fehan
WMMAM RA, 2 ehrlam W C - Rw% R 19 m»

D Sl

KR20065%

#*

(NoT LvkeEDp ¢ I

A. Robot DLothiwth Nedbtow 3 DECIE5-1ZFEHB (925 | LcowN A AgAmS

MA O Many Thewnc Buercs. 2 mAY 186l 30 MAR TS \

5
L2Jul 1906~ b WOV T6T!
W SAmMUEL DARRBEE NoRTOM

NorsD 3

usce | ol A Lbron Notout V' sscpiasy- 65EP 1750
[NSCRIMIONS Jomel L. [Forten E"?‘JB A Neten ] MARY MONN ERS (NBRTH
_ mAPR 1922- (EMATLOLZ

31 pEC 1 §al~ 30ToN 19949

G . Samtuel (elanme Haken (2197 192

*S_cv\c o 2. Mong é Nosfon [F85- 1940 MAD
am S C. Chosmddor, 1876~ 127
OroammAdee 3 HJ?,:ia*&aq Nokew 23 mat 821~ 20T0N 1959
MAO e Bl cctor aTY - LEMAY (76D

Y e
l e eedln e

[ ek fhoatan Q. Qipeg b Badom SRPRIIT- FAVE 1927\ pig () glagpdoslhe W
1AvE 1§21 N _
¢ ,:,:E,g;«;c;g A. W& CQaa/MM s04ve lay- (8T B Z450N1G16 ~ 24 VEC
1 Orostasn, Albuzsn 0 Blomdhirs S aBham 20 04T (A0 2 wiAR 1995 \_Eo°7
rhoakun 2 i, oot Nashan 2125 1390 .
sdornn ; * : e N
E- ‘/f b’?;’j;:‘;,"" C. fwmea [Foton MAQ /&MW cr , NCE:L 6:;;":}5‘”0 ,
ks i & To NoRTON
1650 — % APR K6 (T T#%Jo_:jN w s IT '{;i Tan 1915 — 17 Aev 19 !r Ty 5 ) ’
& Dor bt Rorkon L ORupr odn NG . — - NeRToN
| -
31 5uL ﬁi:g« LS 9EF 2003 me*RM o mw’@eﬁf ZbAPR | MMEX‘M '
md O S qends D () L-fb;_i ad '77 W'\ 1981 1999 | 'WM{ - l’
Elbmsbon (G, Sl K mina Notom VFEB 130 ~ 130T 1918 .“%@oai ;\w“f,,“«k sieo |
I‘-M;EH:;S () ol Qarmes S chlamd 234FR |90~ 1261 0,0_/:;:‘%. l
-ZD C. X AS e
Bda |5 Gk M arren [Hordkon (AlA Morin Eaik Novten) [ M0, ] ,,';’C‘_E“‘"”
i T T o 1905 mdD Goldie i T pene |
1949~ o:t: 24 0'c7‘ 19973~ 2FFED 1982 \ WNW i
6. W %Ab&'i A A 24 RV G |85~ 12MAR 1583 *‘ a - Lowwg( fI
* DeTATL MAL) Mot M*Mom 20 MY 1991~ 295571991 \ 97;‘- ¥ e,
NoT ©” G e el ok 1> Av ¢ 1S - LTpEC T ' jaiso e pee !
MQNUMEUfj MALC? Mavk B A 26FES 1925 - " 1982 mdO
— ADDED DBY 7 éo&f\xHW %0 JvL (940~ | 5EP 1950 | BduRas)e :
R d ) XLsgan E - demsan st fand |
L‘ Onealer— ¥ Vares 15_2,4/],6_ H"Mh’” 2IFED |8 &5~ 23800 1ET2 | AERAVE 1916 \
foton ot 4. Relast Feeth Noskan 3)AVE 18T9- ! A oalia
B vy 15 Natnons Lo ko [ saev 1818 1S MARITSES : ,
o 29 MR X, g Smay (829~ FMAY|T5O ‘ v s
2608 o Urst MO ALuma b e THAT [ FED |
P _ I3FED |
19

Rx £ ;

z sTec H””’Tj ff'}?nmuma/&mu 995

5. MM*UAWJ'L"-
(an - 1988 mdO
A GAtern Fhnles
g0 ~ 1974

C. Susrmsed S, Cromahdsr
b A MH_MJDLI%‘O’

—_—

- CI-'UQ‘:UQ [



- L. ee JULSTHU STEWALT \9

Oz,m Pocord THOK 29 47R 1997 Zeleiboy, W

,/ %, Lee J. Stewart

- i, tewa h'x our
I. ﬂ A/R‘r"{/l i&. %ﬂf"ﬂ: /}7 \L VM C) f%"zq ‘*f?,,,, tll.',ﬁni:a} A;ﬁa?’ggvaﬁde

service will be Thursday,‘A ril 29 at

mA () Nalearnks (/\“/ii» b= et Horton Cametery in Zebulon, | .
"IS;U%LV'QQ ather, Ralph L '!Lae Steiwarl

- Fotir Oaks other Deborah

/:1]' : W %‘{M Cralg Stewart of*Vllas" brother Sean

Dustin Stewart of Four: Oaks, matemal

grandmother, Emma Horton Cralg of

Cary. S S A

Memorlals may be made to Four

Oaks Rescua P.O. Box 681, Four Oaks;

or Johnston County Public L:brary 305
E. Market'St., Smithfield. = !/ %

; :An'angements by Minshew Funeral

Home"‘FqgrOaks : !
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JEFF STEWART
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“Harnett Boy in Tank Battalion Knocks ‘Em
Cold," read the headlines in the Dunn Dispatch
early in 1945. A sub-caption read, “Cpl. Jeff Stew-
art of Buies Creek, with Army in Italy, Makes Away
with Germans and Equipment.”

Jeff attended elementary school in Buies Creek
but graduated from high school at Edwards Mili-
tary Institute in Salemburg and later completed
one semester at Campbell Junior College, now
Campbell University. After December 7, 1941, all
the Buies Creek boys Jeff's age were drafted —all

but Jeff. So when they left to sign up, patriotic Jeff

— not to be left behind — went with them and

enlisted!

He entered the Tank Corps, took his training at
Fort Knox, Kentucky, andin ten months and seven
days was shipped overseas to North Africa,
where he learned much about desert life and
warfare. From there he landed with the troops in
Italy. Their tanks were among the first to reach
Rome, which Jeff helped to free from Nazi control.
Jeff recalls: “We took Rome from the south, the
first time Rome was ever taken from the south.
We lost three tanks in that fight.”

The 752nd Tank Battalion, of which he was a
member, was “credited with killing 1,400 Ger-
mans, capturing 484 others, knocking out 11
tanks, and disabling 3 others, and destroying 21
pillboxes, 41 vehicles, and 64 guns,” the Dunn
Dispatch reported.

A member of the Fifth Army under General
George S. Patton, Jelf was promoted to corporal
and became first a tank gunner and then tank
commander. He was recommended for promotion
to sergeant but promotions were frozen at that
time.

Not everything during wartime was grim, how-
ever. One day while on a mountain top, Jeff
attempted to change gears but missed one. The
precipitous road was five miles almost straight
down and he could not brake his tank. Forty-two
tons plummeting downhill at eighty miles an hour
and nothing to stop its rapid descent! When he
reached the bottom of the mountain, the road
turned left, but he and his tank straightened out
that road! Luckily, the twenty-five tanks in front of
him maneuvered out of the way, with the “boys”
inside the tanks waving and laughing at Jeff.
Eventually the tank came to a halt on level ground.

Then came a day that Jeff does not talk about
much. On April 29, 1945, in the Po Valley of Italy,
Jeif's gunner, Cpl. George Blessing, was sitting in
his assigned position between Jeff's legs as Jeff
was positioned with his head showing slightly
above the turret of the tank. The 752nd Tank BN,
an army publication, records it this way: “The
jerries scored two hits on our tanks with Panzer-
fausts in the day's operations, knocking out the
two tanks and wounding Cpl. George W. Blessing,
Cpl. Jeif Stewart, Pfc. Ralph A. Merck, and Pfc.
Francis T. Whalen of B Company, and Pfc. Joseph
Gentile of Dog Company.”

Jeff suffered severe shrapnel wounds to his left
leg and right jaw, which remains numb o this day.
He spent months in army hospitals, on a hospital
ship, and in an army hospital at Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, before finally being released on Febru-
ary 12, 1946, at Fort Bragg. The piece of steel that
mangled Jeff's leg passed through the head of
Cpl. Blessing, who died two days later on May 1.

The Dedication in the army book 752nd Tank
BN expressed the pride felt by the entire outfit:
"We are proud of our outfit. With a record of the
highest number of consecutive combat days (315)
in the 5th Army, and the status of being the only
separate Armored Battalion in the Mediterranean
Theatre of Operations to be cited by the Presi-
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Jeff (4/30/1923) is the son of Leland Stewart
(10/14/1897-1/25/1959) and Rosa UpChurch
Stewart (2/6/1901-11/12/1968), and the grandson
of Charles R. Stewart (4/30/1873-3/30/1956) and
Emily Lenora Kennedy Stewart (3/23/1876-
6/14/1956) on his father's side; and the grandson
of Jeff D. UpChurch (1861-1933) and Virginia H.
UpChurch (1869-1937) on his mother's side.

Jeff's wife, Peggy (5/14/1926), is the daughter of
Dayton Hockaday (10/7/1901-9/24/1985) and Ver-
ma Johnson Hockaday (10/7/19807-5/26/1984) and
the granddaughter of Jacob Addison Johnson
(7/25/1853-7/31/1940) and Sena Jane Jernigan
Johnson (10/12/1863-1/12/1934) on her mother's
side; and the granddaughter of Alexander Hocka-
§ day (5/14/1862-1/13/1930) and Edith Etta Barbour
Hockaday (12/10/1872-3/11/1949) on her father's
side.

Through their years together Peggy has worked
side by side with her husband. When Jeff became
active in the DAV of Harnett County, Peggy joined
the DAVA, Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary.
Jeff became Commander of Harnett County
Chapter 74 and served as District Commander for

Jeff Stewart
crca 1942-43

o e one year. Peggy became Commander of Wood-
dent, we feel that we are more than justifiedinour Wilson Unit # 1 in Raleigh, Senior Vice-
pride.” 3 i ) _ Commander of the DAVA Dept. of N. C., and

For his sacrifice and outstanding service to his eventually N. C. DAVA Department Commander
country, Jeff received a Distinguished Unit Badge, gy’ o ot tha State DAVA Chairman of the
EAME Service Medal with 4 Bronze Service SIars, yoor oarq in 1080-81. Peqay operated Pegay's
Good Conduct Medal, WW Il Victory Medal. Pur- go . o in Buies Creek for about fourteen
ple Heart, and the Silver Star. _ years, worked as bookkeeper in a local bank, and

Each year on Veteran's Day, Jeffs phone fings 1o gince done volunteer work in addition to
anditis a call from a friend, Dr. B. P. Marshbanks, o\ 0 ivh the farm and rentals. Their daughter,

w_ho alwvays 5§ys the same thing with a ch‘c?ke in Joyce, is co-owner of Stewart-Green Sign Com-
his throat, "I just want to thank you, Jeff. pany in Raleigh.

Aiter the war Jelf returned to Buies Creek, et "o e 7ha punn Dispatch, 752nd Tank BN, interview with
Peggy Hockaday of Lillington, Route 1, and they Jeif Stewart, and personal knowledge.
married October 14, 1946. Their only daughter, —Dorothea L. Stewart
Cenia Joyce, was born December 6, 1947. Peggy
and Jeff own several large farms and rental prop-
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LELAND STEWART & HIS
GENERAL STORE
509

On January 27, 1959, every seat in the Buies
Creek Baptist Church was filled and people were
standing in the back to attend his funeral. There
were so many flowers that they overflowed the
church and many were taken directly to the grave
site. Since his death, there had been a steady
stream of traffic through my grandfather's home
of people paying their respects. Telegrams and
letters from all over the country arrived from those
friends who could not come to the funeral.

| was 11 years old, but | still remember people
saying, “You'll never know what Leland Stewart
did for us." Without exception, everyone | talked
with said, “Leland Stewart was one of the finest
men | ever knew."”

On October 14, 1897, Leland Lorenzo Stewart
was born to Charles Rufus Stewart
(4/30/1873-3/30/1956) and Emily Lenora Kennedy
(3/23/1876-6/14/56) in his father's house on the
Old Wire Road just outside of Buies Creek. Seven
years and six days later his only sister, Flome
Mae, joined him.

By the time Leland reached 17, WWI had begun
in Europe. He was too young to go to war, but he
and two of his best friends, Cleveland Ennis and
Hendricks Kivett, went to New York. It was said
that Leland worked in one of the first airplane
factories in the United States.

He was back at home in 1918 and worked for a
while as a mechanic in Cleveland Ennis' garage
across the street from Jeff Upchurch’s house.

Jeff Upchurch owned a general store; farmed
and had a house full of kids — nine of them! Eight
of these kids were relegated to the fields, but
Rosa helped her father in the store.

It was Rosa who captured Leland's romantic
interest and the two were married on July 22,
1922. They lived with Rosa's parents until they
bought the house on what is now Judge Taylor
Road sometime in the mid to late 1920's. The
distinguishing feature of the house was that it was
one of the first in the area to have indoor plumb-
ing!

The 1920's must have been an exciting time for
the young couple. Leland joined Rosa and her
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father in operating the store. They divided up

ST 0HL ]

chores and scheduled around the different duties #

each had: Rosa cooked and the men farmed.

When both Rosa and Leland had to be out, Mr. Jeff 8

used a kind of shorthand of marks he had devised
(he couldn't read or write) to keep up with who had
bought what and how much. When Rosa returned,
she recorded the transactions while he read from
his marks.- Even though the local economy was

fairly depressed because of the heavy concentra-

tion of farming, the store flourished and grew with
Leland's flair for business and his easy. laid-back
style that appealed to everyone. And the three of
them made a formidable business team.

On April 30, 1923, their first son Jeff, arrived. On

January 20, 1927, their second son, Charles L.
(Mutt) was born. But even with two young sons,
Rosa’s life still revolved around the store and
under Leland's hand, the store evolved into a focal
point of the communily.

There were several reasons for this. The store §
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was a general store and Rosa and Leland sold g

everything from thread and cloth to groceries,
hardware and fertilizer. They obtained much of
the goods in bulk. Products like molasses and
vinegar came in kegs and people brought their
own containers to take them home. Flour, sugar,
and dried beans were put into bins in the counter
and dispensed by scoop, sold by weight. Cheese
came in hoops and was sliced for each customer.

Leland and Rosa usually slaughtered a couple
of cows each week plus a couple of pigs in cold
weather under an old oak tree where the Campbell
University laundry now stands. This supplied their
meat department. They kept several dairy cows
with at least two giving milk. Rosa put the milk in
glass pint bottles and sold them for five cents

each. )
They also went to the Farmer's Market in

Raleigh to purchase oranges, bananas, etc., in
season. Fertilizer would come into Lillington by
train, and Leland hauled it to Buies Creek in a
truck that held 6 100-Ib bags at a time. The store
had something for everyone in the community.
Leland was very astute in understanding the
farmer’s need for credit. He extended credit from
spring planting until fall harvesting. Buies Creek
Academy became and remained his largest single
customer. The Academy (Campbell College as of
1926) bought most of their food from the store.
The store became a gathering place for the
community at night. The men gathered around the
potbellied stove in the winter, sitting on the nail
kegs, swapping stories and gossip, and talking
politics. In the summer, they moved outside to the
sidewalk and talked. The women grouped togeth-
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Rosa & Leland Stewart behind the counter of their General Store, ¢. 1944,

er in the back of the store. Leland furnished a pan
of roasted peanuts for the people to dig into while
they were there. (They had to buy their cokes!)

These gatherings became informal “town hall”
meetings. If a member of the community was
needy, the people in the store would contribute
whatever they could, and take it that night.

The store stayed open at night until 10 or 11
o'clock when the last person left. After the theater
opened in Erwin, a group from the store would

pack themselves into several vehicles to catch the
9 pm movie. Leland and Rosa were delighted not
only to go to a movie but to get to close the store
early, too.

The 1920's was a prosperous time for the
couple. But the tide turned in the 1930's and there
was family tragedy. About 1930, Rosa pre-
maturely gave birth to their third son who lived
only five or six days. According to a family mem-
ber, Rosa “did everything she could to get the
baby to live,” (an understated way of saying that
Rosa was devastated).

The full effects of the Depression hit the areain
the early 1930's, and the people of Buies Creek
were financially devastated. They resorted to
bartering when they could, and Leland and Rosa
extended credit to anyone who needed it. The
store barely survived.

Then came another family tragedy when Rosa's
father died in 1933. The elementary school closed
50 that the kids could attend his funeral. Mr. Jeff
had provided a warm fire in the pot-bellied stove at
the store before school every cold winder merning
and had given candy to those who couldn't afford
to buy it. The children had grown to love him.

Recovering from the Depression, Leland began
to expand his business interests. He and Wilson
A (Red) Roberson started a service station where
Roy Lee's Auto is now located, as well as a
hammermill to grind grain. The station housed the
bus station for the town. Later in the '30's, Leland
and Red moved everything downtown on a two-
acre lot Leland purchased when the house on the
lot burned.

Leland bought a huge Buick that seated eight
people and a trailer and began to haul tobacco
(and the farmers) to market. He then expanded the
hauling business and hauled almost anything he
could, gaing as far north as Pennsylvania. With
the exploding demand for cigarettes, he began
farming tobacco, leasing as many as twenty-five

acres. As the trucking business began to get toc
competitive, the old worn-out Buick was used to
haul tobacco sleds from the field to the barn. Jeff,
the oldest son, was given this job.

Everyone wanted to work for Leland because
he paid by the day and didn't dock anybody while
they were waiting for the sleds to come. He would
also bring candy and drinks from the store for
everyone at break time. Rosa brought milk and
they could “drink as much as they wanted,” and
occasionally, she made a churn of ice cream, the
best this author has ever tasted! If any of the
workers needed extra money, Leland would lend it
to them until payday.

The store survived the rationing and hard times
of WWII to thrive again after the boys came back.
Campbell College’'s enroliment increased dramati-
cally as the men were now demanding an educa-
tion. Leland took a very active interest in the
athletics program at the college, and the students
in the program. He and Rosa became the parents
away from home for some of the boys.

Leland's generosity is legend among the people
in the community and the students who knew him.
He loaned and gave people money, listened to
their problems, and gave his advice if it was
asked. He was a very thoughtful man, slow and
deliberate in his speech, thinking before speaking.
He was a man of honor and integrity — undoubt-
edly the most respected man | have ever known.

Rosa’s personality seemed to be diametrically
opposed to Leland's, but she was always there to
supply milk, eggs and butter if someone was in
need. No domestic situation was too bad for her to
tackle. Even though she could be short and blunt
with people, she would be the first to help in any
situation.

In 1958, a few short years after Leland and
Rosa retired from the store, Leland developed
cancer of the esophagus and he was deadin three
months. During those months, people from all
walks of life came to see him — from the richest to
the poorest, from the most distinguished to the
“outlaws.”

Those of us who had the privilege of knowing
him are better for it and we still miss him

His parting statement: “I've lived 60 good

years."”

Sources: Family traditon. Personal knowledge, Big Afvacle 2!
Little Bues Creeh. by Dr Winston Pearce and Cameron Village
Library, Research Dept

—C. Jo-ze Stewart
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Z Where was Information shown on this
weeeer).  family record obtained?

chrRaleigh Chrigtian Church..........Placs.Raleigh
Death....JULY..23,. 2941 Place Blanche Mills ... ..
Burial -Place..Qakwood--Gemetery,-Raleigh-Ny—Gy--
Fﬂfher-John--.Allison..Mills ---------------------------- Mother (Mciden Nome) .. J1314-a--T8abella-Johnson
MurA,ug:u_s!- E’ 1913 2 1o T - T USSR
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Chr. ...Place
Decth.pecember-5-or-Fth-196G--Plact.fived-with hergrandmother
Burial Place....... on- ......Sa:l.i,smy...St:...R.aleigh
Father. 1 Mother (Maiden Nome).. :
o JohnCresl: Ava _Narris
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Mole CHILDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN 9::- DIED MARRLIED
Fomale (Give names in full in order of birth) Day  Me.  Yr.|Town Courty | Country |DoyY Mo, Ye.
# Date Dolan ?
1 Eugenia Mills 22, 2, 1919 Raleigh Wake N.C. 7, 5, 1960% 2nd - Leonard Stewart;
Septo i, L0
2 John Milton Mills 3, 1, 1927 Raleigh Wake N.C. I"}‘ﬂi"f;u:‘ge-.J:'y Beattie Stewart
3 Date.
To
Date.
4 Margery Beattie Stewart - Mother was Annie Faulkner - Father was |T
1 T 1
5 Joseph Smith Stewart from Philadelphia - Married in Canada, Date
6 T
C
7 M C.F. Norris issue Ava Norris o
8 granddaughter Blanche Crleel changed|her name to Norris T
other Norris
9 D"‘
To
10 Ava Norris and John Creel - divorced|Ava Norris - 2nd T
11 marriage to a Mr, Girton Issue - Rlex Girton g
h2 - I{Ienneth Girton .T,,,,
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Their children:

(1) John Maple Mills (b 15 Feb 1886, d 23 Jul 1941) m 5 Aug 1913
Blanche Penelope Creel (b 5 Feb 1898, d 9 Sep 1969). Married in
Washington DC. Buried at Oakwood Cem., Raleigh, NC. Resided in
Wake Co., NC (Raleigh Twp.) on FC/1920. Their children:

(A) Eugenia Norris Mills (b 22 Feb 1919, d 7 May 1960) m 7 Feb 1936
Lloyd Busbee Pope, Jr. She m 2ndly 19__ Leonard Daniel
Stewart." Eugenia and Lloyd’s child:

(aJ Tloyd Busbee Pope, III (b 9 Feb 1937).

(B) John Milton Mills (b 3 Jan 1927) m 12 Sep 1950 Margery Beattie
Stewart (b 10 Nov 1926). Married in Canada.

(2) Walter Hartwick Mills (b 21 Dec 1888, d 17 Hov 1963) m 8 May 1917
Jessie Brown Quinn (b 15 Feb 1890, d 28 May 1977). Married in
Durham Co., NC. Buried at Oakwood Cem., Raleigh, NC. Resided in
Wake Co., NC (Raleigh Twp.) on FC/1920. Their children:

(A) Myrtle Blakely Mills (b 8 Jul 1918, d 28 Jan 1988) m 3 Apr 1967
Richard I. Hilton. Nfi.

(B) John Allison Mills, II (b 27 Apr 1920) m 5 Jun 1994 Lillian
Phillips. Nfi.

(C) walter Hartwick Mills, Jr. (b 28 Mar. 1922) m 2 Aug 1947 Mary
Frances Taylor (b 25 Oct 1926). Married in Dillon, SC. Resided

in Raleigh, NC. Their children:
(a) Ann Taylor Mills (b 21 May 1950) m 19__ Wm. J. Monroe, Jr. She
m 2ndly 6 Nov 1993 B. Howard Grant. Ann & Wm.’s children:

al) Laura Greyson Monroe (b 29 Apr 1976).
a2) William James Monroe, III (b 3 Sep 1977). }
(b) Allison Hartwick Mills (b 11 Jan 1953)m 19__ _____ . He m again
11 Feb 1989 Patricia Thompkins. Allison & ____ children:
b1) Allison Michele Mills (b 11 Sep 1976).
b2) Amy Lynn Mills (b 21 Jun 1980).
(c) Louis Hamilton Mills (b 6 Dec 1954).
(d) Thaddeus John Mills (b 3 Aug 1957).
(D) Robert Edward Mills (b 6 Oct 1925) m 8 Sep 1956 -Margaret Johnson.
Nfi.
(E) william Blakely Mills (b 26 Sep 1928) m 7 Apr 1968 Annette
Thabet. Resided in Thomasville, NC.

(3) Myrtle Mills (b 23 Feb 1891, d 2 Sep 1907).

(4) Edward Bok Mills (b 13 Mar 1894, d 15 Nov 1904).

(5) Eugene Mills (b 19 Jun 1896, d 3 Apr 1968) m 4 Dec 1923 Mary Lee
Crowell (b 19 Jul 1900, 4 4 Dec 1975). Buried at Oakwood Cem.,
Raleigh, NC. Their children:

(A) Elizabeth Crowell Mills (b 14 Oct 1924) m 19 Dec 1946 Hubert
Gregory Scarborough (b ca 1925). Married in Raleigh, NC. She m

2ndly 19__ Ben Cooper. ELIZ. & HUBERT'S CHILDREN:
(a) Anna Mills Scarborough (b 8 Apr 1949) m 26 Jul 1969 William
Wagoner (b 12 Jul 1947). Their children:

al) Anna Gregory Wagoner (b 27 Jul 1972).
a2) Price Wagoner (b 21 Jan 1976).

(b) Gregory Scarborough (b 8 Sep 1952)m 19__ Ann Dowell. Children:
b1) Allison Scarborcugh (b 5 Dec 1981).
b2) Julian G. Scarborough (b 1 Oct 1986). ELIZ. & BEN’S CHILD:

(c) Chip Cooper (b 19, ).

(B) Eugene Mills, Jr. (b 25 Jan 1926) m 2 Aug 1964 Betty Wright Levi

(b 10 May 1930). Married in Raleigh, NC. He rcsided in Raleigh,

NC.
(C) Dorothy Lee Mills (b 11 May 1930) m 20 Jun 1953 Samuel Edgar’
Gunter (b ca 1929). Married in Raleigh, NC. Their child:

(a) Ronald Eugene Gunter (b 12 Mar 1955).
(6) Daniel Mills (b 7 Nov 1898, d Apr 1966) m 27 Lpr 1932 Mamie E.
Yarborough (b ca 1911) .Married by JP L.M. Waring, in Raleigh, NC.
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Carolina Upchurch

spouse: Henry Stewart

North Carolina Marriages, 1759-1979  ¢hild: Lillian Stewart
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.................... 8 Martha Caroline Upchurch b: Jun 1851 in High Falls, Moore County, NC d: 02 Jun 1927 in Wake County,
North Carolina
.......................... +Henry E. Stewart b: Jan 1847 in Summerville, Cumberland County, North Carolina d: 26 Oct 1909 in
Durham, North Carolina
Unknown Stewart d: Bef. 1900
Unknown Stewart d: Bef. 1900
Unknown Stewart

Unknown Stewart

George R. Stewart b: 1868 in Wolf Pit, Richmond County, North Carolina
Mary Stewart b; 1871

Lillian StewartTb: May 1881 in North Carolina

.. +Howard Orville Wright b: 1891 in Maryland

.. Curtis L. Stewart b: Nov 1885 in North Carolina d: 04 Jan 1923 in Wake, North Carolina
............................. +Bessie b: 1892 in North Carolina

.......................... 10 Bemice Stewart b: 1918 in Raliegh, Wake County, North Carolina
S 10 Margret Stewart b: 1920 in Raliegh, Wake County, North Carolina

.. 9 Hybert Winton Stewart b: 11 Dec 1888 in North Carolina

....................... 9 Henry Doyle Stewart b: 10 Jun 1894 in North Carolina







