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10 New Street Woodbridge Suffolk IPiz iDU 26 October 2004

Dear Phil,

After a long siience, occasioned by nothing more than anno
domini, here at last is a communication. The year 2004 has almost
vanished, and there is all too lIittie to report. I find it easier
and easier to filli my time with nothing at all, and haven't even
the excuse of ill heaith, having been fit and cheerfuily inactive
for much of the year. Both of you, we trust, have been as free of
woes and aiiments as have Joyce and 1I.

A whiriwind and most enjoyablie visit to the USA in February
took us from Providence to Tucson, San Francisco, Chicago, and
Detroit, with welicome variations of ciimate. The visit to Tucson
and the U of AZ was all we couid have hoped for. We are stili in
touch with the scholars there, who are planning a Little Gidding
conference in 2006 or 2007; no decision yet as to date or piace.

Joyce was here from eariy June to iate September and will Dbe
back in mid-November. I had pianned to spend October in the USA,
but this year Aunt's short—term memory has gotten frailer, & any
deviation from her expected routine, however slight, creates a
crisis, when I become her first and last resort. I thus decided
to remain in the UK, staying within teiephone range, and taking
off only in between my weekly visits to her.

One consolation has been the presence in the UK of Elizabeth
and her family. They arrived in early August, took over the house
and the temporary responsibility for Aunt for the month, and thus
aliowed Joyce and me a fortnight in France. Since then Elizabeth
& family have occupied a rented house outside Cambridge; Bill is
attached to one of the Cambridge colieges & is sorting out years
of accumuiated data, the children have settled happily into their
respective schools, and Eiizabeth is currently waiting to hear if
she has landed a job that will make use of her Russian. A group
of geologists at the university is engaged in the search for oil
within Russia and needs a part—-time assistant with a knowledge of
the language.

Here ends the personal part of this letter

I have iittie news to report in regard to Upchurch ancesiry,
but I can offer a few items. While pursuing information about
Littie Gidding, 1 iooked at the Protestation Returns of 1i64i-42.
Before the «c¢ivii war broke out in August 1642, the Long
Parliament, in its constitutional struggie with the king, sought
support from ail men of i8 or more. The Huntingdonshire returns,
are almost compiete — though those for the town of Huntingdon are
missing — and can be found in voiume 5 of the Transactions of the
Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire Archaeoliogical Society (Ely,
1937). The Brington return (of 23 Jan. 1i64i/2) occurs on pp.3i7-
i8. Michaei's father, Richard Upchurch is in column 2 on p.317
supporting the protestation. (No one in the viilage opposed it.)

Oniy four other Upchurches were named in the Hunts. returns:
Thomas Upchurch at Bury (no date) ([p.2%4 col.1lj; Robert Upchurch
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at Godmanchester on 7 Sept. 1641 {(p.333 coi.zZj;Thomas U. at Great %2”
Gransden on 23 February 1641i/2 [p.357 coi ]; and Robert Upchurch{ wdl

at S5t Neots on 16 Feb. 1641/2 [p.361 col.
During the summer, when Joyce and were passing througni A

Fuibourn on the SE outskirts of cambridge, we stopped_to see the
church and_found in the churchyard the tombstones of mary Ann U.
(d.9 Jan.1922, aged 73) and her husband Richard U. (d.1 June 1922
aged 66). They can be found on the join of pp. 20b & 20c roughly
half way down.

I aiso have nope of further Upchurch information. A month or
more ago a young cousin was having tea with us and mentioned tne
possibiiity of a vacation in the sun this winter. Asked where,
thought New Zealand & Australia, saying incidentally he hoped to
visit Tasmania. Why there? Weil, at the start of World War II, he
explained, his grandfather, my uncle, had received an evacuee Oh

from London. After she returned to her family she kept in touch (; Umb

|-‘ — |_t ,_a

()“\g

with Uncle Raymond, and after his death with my cousin BMurray.
and now, since Murray's death, w1tn Jonathan. He still exchanged
Christmas cards, he said, with ¥“the Upchurches”. At which point
the conversation became far 1less casual. It seems Mavis, th
evacuee, married one Arthur C. U. and went with him to Tasmanla

I have written to them and now await an answer. Their reply w111
be particuiariy valuablie, as he is, I fancy, the Arthur C.
born in or near Mansfieid in 191i8. He shouid thus be ablie to
identify the John Upchurch who married there in 1904 and was tne
first of whom we have record in the area. _

The one piece of extended Upchurch research, completed in . ;N
the spring, was carried out with Malcoim Ciydesdale’'s aid; hence ﬁ vo 1
the three pages that I now send. We had noticed the many Cambs. \vzbw°"
Upchurches, and after various ietters back and forth, the present g?
tree emerged. It cannot with certainty be linked to tabies sent
previousliy, but (as I note on sheet 20c) I think it highly iikely
that the John Upchurch who heads the tree is the John Upchurch_
baptised at St Neots in 1734.

In the end I did not join any Family History Societies as it
turned out that Maicoim had done so for awhile and found no other ,*aﬂw@
members researching the name of Upchurch. My expenses are thus €
well within the li1imits you set for 2004: three pages of family
tree at $80 = $240, and a further $i0 will satisfiy me for
postage, photocopying, and my time, since all other information
this year has been incidentally gathered. If you would as usual
send the cheque for $250, made out to David R. Ransome, to Joyce
at 1202 Brookhaven Lane, Woonsocket RI 02895, she will bank 1t )
for me before she ieaves for the UK. _ );J

One iast piece of Upchurch information: the new, or Oxford, 83
Dictionary of National Biography was pubiished in late September. N2E
You will find Michael Upchurch in my double article on John and J-
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(3) EmAIL EXCNHANGE

From: "david ransome" <emosnard@hotmail.com>
To: phil.upchurch@sbcglobal.net

Subject: RE: Trial email No 2

Date: Wed, 22 Nov 2006 15:14:29 +0000

Phil,

Delighted to hear from you in the new mode, the first e-mail I have
received at my new abode: I moved this morning to : 34 Beatrice Avenue,
FELIXSTOWE, Suffolk, IP 11 9HB, England, and my phone number is [from
the
US] 011 44 1394 283966. I have taken over my aunt's house - which
means
that it has never been out of the family since it was built in 1929,
Obviously I am missing (in both senses) spending Thanksgiving with all

the

others in New England but I am hoping to get there for Christmas which
will

be spent not in Woonsocket but in New Hampshire since it is easier for
the

elderly to travel than for those with children.

Are you entertaining all your families to-morrow or do you travel
to one
or other of them? Wherever you will be, I hope it will be a happy and
festive day; with best wishes to both Sallaine and you, David

>From: Robert Upchurch <phil.upchurch@sbcglobal.net>

>To: emosnard@hotmail.com

>Subject: Trial email No 2

>Date: Tue, 21 Nov 2006 09:37:12 -0800 (PST)

>

>David,

>

> I am just trying to get the hang of this process. Some
emails

>seem to go through and some don't. Let me know when you get this.
>

>

Phil

>Upchurch
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