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Maybe a goody for you: Turned in as E(mm) Upchurch Cem - unsure of exact location,
not too far from Olive Chapel toward New Hill, possibly on left side of road (just
tried to call the only one I know who m1ght know but got no answer). “John Ugchurchfg
Died April 25, 1834 — About 69 years” and “E(mm) Upchurch Wynne Born 1844 - Died
March 29, 1924" Her 2nd husband was Frank Wynne. I have that she was Emma M. B
Cotton and will te11 you more about her when I pinpoint the cemetery.
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5 3 8 ™ Q][VC Chapel named for Rev. Jnhnson OIIVC, thc”‘ ﬂCigthF and first taid to have operated their store in the tavern building, which was still standing in the 1970s.
pastor. The church’s influence on the community became so strong that it

was not many years before the bar at the tavern
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Dcputly John R. Upchireh got BAlely back
home last night ‘from Gibson's Btatlon,
They dosay that the attempt to arrest Me,
Gibson, the registraf, fairly varoused thd
patives for miles around. _-They. found gt
Upchurch was coming befors “hé got there,
sod when be attempted,to serve tho wara
tant on Mr, QGibso n-aTlarge crowd had
already collected. Z:Bome of them were old
acquaintances of Upchurch's, but when he
epoke lo them -they had nothiog to say in
reply. * In a ghort whil (ha whole tountry
was alive, and it {s said ‘that they came in
from twenty miles dlstatice.” They even
came from acroés the Boulh Carolina lins.'
These Bouth “Carolina fellows had on fed,
shirts, and they day Deputy Upchurch waa
ecared out of his shoes. " The crowd which.
collected was eslimated-at about four:
hundred. i )

AL DEC 1S90

Revenue officers Massey, Grimsley and
John R. Upchurch & dav or two ago laid
a trap for jllicit distidlers in Sampson
county .and ,nabbed them in the act.
They knew that moonshine operations
were being carried on and went and con-
cealed themselves at the place. They
had not long to wait when their men
came along add “started in for a day's
work, whercupon they were taken in by
the officers. , The offenders were Cor-
nelius Hodges and Bradley Jernigan,
and they were ‘taken belore Commis-
sion(ti:r E. W.Pou at Smithfield and gave
bond.
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NEW RUIN TAVERN ~WAKE Co /VC
: vV E ETA

RETD prv ARAY ~VoL L PREHESTOAY THALVGH CENTENL EL
PAcES 3 5-6‘/ 3 9-)7, 39 RE: x1 Education, the Arts, and Social Life

Sports.—In the suburbs and rural areas of Wake, neighborhood folk also
created some of their own diversions. These included some of the more
active participating and spectator sports such as horse-racing, athletic
contests, cock-fighting, and gander-pulling. A small “‘settlement’’ near
Raleigh called Hard Scrabble was reportedly a place ‘“‘where the various
champions of cock-fighting, footracing, wrestlers and boxers, generally
congregate.” The Raleigh Rasp of February 19, 1842, recounted an educa-
tional encounter ‘*a mountain bully”” had with Hard Scrabble frequen-
ters. '

Farther outin the county, a western Wake community near the Chatham
County line was known by the intriguingly descriptive name of New Ruin.
For many years prior to the mid-nineteenth century its primary place of

business was a tavern, which was the Saturday night gathering place for
dancing to the music of fiddles. Old-timers in the neighborhood were
quoted for generations after the tavern’s demise as knowing first-hand of
the dances, as well as of drinking and gambling at the tavern and of
horse-races, wrestling matches, cockfights, and gander-pulls that took
place nearby. The road from Cotten’s Crossroads in Chatham County to
the tavern in Wake served as a straightaway race track a mile in length.
People from neighboring communities and, some said, from as far away as
Raleigh, raced their horses or came to bet on the events at New Ruin. An
1844 newspaper notice announced that a main of cocks would be fought
May 29 *‘at Jef. Utley’s, on the half-way ground between Wake and
Chatham,” for prizes of **$200 the odd and $10 the battle,”” and that
twenty-one cocks would be shown, !

In 1850, several families living in the vicinity of New Ruin organized a
Baptist congregation and about midway the race track road built Olive’s or
Olive Chapel, named for Rev. Johnson Olive. their neighbor and first
pastor. The church’s influence on the community became so strong that it
Was not many years before the bar at the tavern closed down, the betting on
races ceased, and promoters of both, in the words of a church historian,
“either moved into the church or out of the community.”” The tavern
building became a country store, operated by John Upchurch and his
descendants.'42

Foer NOTES

" ;“I I’;GSP. Feb. 19, 1842, For a graphic description of a gander-pulling, see Johnson, Ante-Bellum, N.C.,

! Bevers map of Wake, 1871; Ramsey map of Chatham, 1870; Wake Court Minutes, Aug, 1844:746,

granting Willie Henderson license to retai] spirituous liquors by the small measure *at New Ruin in Wake
County"; Anne Jackson Williams, **Old Olive's Chapel Has Ninety Years of History and Holds Many
Records,” News and Observer, Jan. 7, 1940; Hendricks, Biography of a Country Church, 10, passim;
Register (s-w), May 10, 1844,

A descendant of John Williams has recorded the fact that a young teacher and minister's daughter, Sarah -
Adeline Howell, was reluctant to accept his proposal of marriage because his farm was too close to the New
Ruin tavern and race track, and that he sold the property and bought land farther away before they were

" married in 1857. Anne Jackson Williams, *“The Williams Family,"" 4, :

Fighting cocks were raised by at least one of the Jeffreys families in the Wake Forest-Rolesville area.
William D. Jeffreys described (o a brother the Easter 1833 “*barbecue and chicken peck at Burr[el)l Perry's
mill,” during which “‘we" won two out of four fights and **came off two dollars and a half winners after all
our bad misfortune. Inthe first of the two losing matches their cock escaped into the woods and was killed;
in the second, Jeffreys related, **we heald our chicken droped him in the pit when he only maid a fiew
flutters stove the heals in the other cock and jirked both gaves [gafls Jout of the lethers we then picked up our

cock and gived up the fight."" Another ““chicken peck™ was scheduled for “*next Whitsentide™ at A. M.
High's, Asifin defense of the Sunday events, Jeffreys added, It appearsas if religionis in rathera declined
state in this neighborhood at this time. " William D. Jeffreys to Jucob H. Jeffreys, Apr. 9, 1833, William A.
leffreys Papers.

"% Grace Lawrence, A History of Olive Chapel Baptist Church,” [, interview with Carl P, Holleman,
Apex Town Attorney and local history researcher, based on his informal conversations with western Wake
area residents, 1970s. Members of the local John Upchurch family owned the site for some years and are
said to have operated their stork in the tavern building, which was still standing in the 1970s.



New Ruin Tavern in western
Wake was one of several country
places where horse-races and
cockfights such as these adver-
tised in the Register Mar. 27,1840
(left) and May 10, 1844 (right)
were held. (Reid photograp
- .
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
RE: THE HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF NEW RUIN TRAVERN IN WAKE CO, NC

In the last fifty years more and more people have traced their family heritage back
to western Wake Co., NC and to the counties which border this area to the North, West
and South. It is becoming increasingly clear that the settlement of these areas starting in
the early 1700s served as an important center of evolving American history. Although a
large amount of detail about the area, its families and its history have been uncovered
much remains to be documented. In times gone-by this area might have been considered a
“backwater” region. With growing interest and the help of the Internet its glorious history
is now being brought to light. ] .

The preservation of New Ruin Tavern will have a significant impact on the further
amplification of the history of the area. This is because there are so few historical sites still
preserved in the area. Even the few remaining sites are fast disappearing. New Ruin
preserved can serve as a great touchstone for the historic nature of the area.

While many sons and daughters of western Wake soil, most now living afar, could
make this plea for New Ruin Tavern, I take personal pride in making this pointed appeal
as will be illustrated.

All American Upchurches, with few exceptions, trace their heritage to Michael
Upchurch, I who came to Virginia from England about 1638. 1 am a member of the gt
generation of this family in America. I have published the UPCHURCH BULLETIN for
26 years and have identified and published on over 54,000 members of this family. About
1802 two of the 5™ generation found their way to the New Ruin Area. They were two
Revolutionary War veterans, Moses Upchurch and Nathan Upchurch, I, the latter being
my Great-Great-Grandfather. Their descendants, one of whom who ran New Ruin, have
compiled a glorious record in the area and elsewhere. Volumes of evidence supports this
assertion and volumes remain to be written. The preservation of New Ruin will serve as a
stimulus for family historians like myself to redouble their efforts.

The reader will grasp that we could go on and on about the New Ruin Area. It will
suffice to conclude with one tempting idea. I propose that in the 1500-1800 era there
existed in western Wake County, NC a North-South Trail along the headwaters of creeks
from Orange County through western Wake County to Harnett County. This trail would
have existed because of the ease of travel and I propose that it existed and, hereby, name it
the “Western Wake Trace”. Today Highway S5 roughly follows its path. It passes hard by
New Ruin. The issue of Wake Trace is just one aspect of western Wake heritage that needs
to be examined. - :

All who work to preserve New Ruin will provide a noble service in the cause of
balancing the pressure of development with the need to remember and embrace our
heritage. - : T

Respectfully Submitted to All
- Who Will Listen,

Roted” fAtlip

Robert Phillip Upchurch
Upchurch Family Historian
August 27, 2005 '
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Origin and Founding.
How did this counftry church happen to achieve these
records? What is its secret?
It isn't its age., Olive Chapel is a comparative young-
ster among North Carolina rural churches, for all its 90
years. Dr. Paschal's history of North Carolina Baptist
Churches 1ists 50 which were founded before 1778, with a
dozen before 1750. .
It isn't likely the location had anything to do with it,
though the site was novel, Olive Chapel was buillt on a
race track. Until 1850 the community had no church of any
- denomination, but there was a tavern which had been in bus-
iness sipice colonial days, operated at various times by
various families. It was the neighborhood center for drink-
ing, gambling, cockfighting, wrestling matches, gander pull-
ings, and horse racing, and on Saturday nights there were
fiddling and dancing as well. The tavern was known by the
picturesque name of New Ruin, and the race track was the
mile-long stretch of road leading from New Ruin to Cotton's
Crossroads, There were plenty of sober, hard-working
Southern Puritans in the community who worried about the
evil influence of New Ruin. Among them were two Baptist
preachers who owned land in the community and a third
Baptist preacher a few miles farther away.
During the summer of 1850 Rev. Johnson Olive, one of
these neighborhood preachers, held a revival at Shady
Grove, a church about six or seven miles away. Some of the
people living near Cotton's Crossroads and New Ruin went to
hear him. Under the influence of the revival they felt
moved to organize a church of their own nearer home. of

course there were already strong Baptist churches in the

surrounding communities, but in those days of horses and

poor roads three or four miles made a long distance to go
to church.

The three preachers offered to preach for a year with-
out pay. They were Rev. Jesse Howell, Rev. John C, Wilson,
and Rev. Johnson Olive. Willis Ragan and Kader Olive were
made a building committee. Other farmers in the commnity
agreed to donate land or lumber or teams or labor. The
church was built,

The first service was held during November, 1850.

B. e Page 89 e fBartaye daleour B New Ruky.
Tha Qasundhe A8l Tl Rt 1850 40 N2 R
Wwag o pRoct af Afeatnct X e Aot (R PA)

47 Franky Olive (Frances 55¥Francis)
. Still a minor on

éﬁ:t,hﬂith Burrell as gdn., 1In "Biography of a COuntr;Bea

rc by Garland A, Hendricks there is a description of
Teeting held to establish 0Olive Chapel Church. The meet-
bngmwas held at home of Ensley and Nancy Council: "Pheri-
1y koorg, eighty-year-old widow, was as youthful in out=-
lgo and spirit as any girl in her twenties. FrankyOlive

ved with Qer and cared for her farm. He left her at

;?e Council's and went to New Ruin." If This is the same
coanky, it is a man. However, the 1850 census of Chatham
80"fp. 175, dwelling #3 in Lower Regm., is Fernaby More,
S, w:ﬁ: gé angrggi?ky0011ve, 35, female, In 1880 Census
for Wa 195.., e Olive, f,, 72, 1s listed on p. 499,
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The Green Level Baptist Church, built around 1904, is de-
scribed by historians as "one of the best-preserved examples

Vintage structures reflect town’s history

of rural church architecture in Wake County.

By SHIRLEY HAYES
Stalt Writer

When Kelly Lally set out to
record the architectural history of
Wake County, she did not limit her
focus to such impressive structures
as the J. R. Cunningham house on
South Hughes Street or the Hunter
Schaub house on North' Salem
Street. o

‘The book she compiled, entitled
“The History of Architecture of
Wake County, North Carolina,"
also includes what most passersby

would view as more mundane
structures--the Seaboard Railroad
overpass over Williams Street, for
example.

And, branching out into rural
White Oak Township, she included
picture and story of the New Ruin
Tavern, located on State Road 1141
in the New Hill vicinity, a sagging
frame building with a tin roof and a
colorful historv,

Throughout Wake County, in all
18 townships, she followed the
same practice. - "Our goal was to
show the development of Wake

County over time," Ms. Lally said
in a recent interview.

She said she attempted to select
buildings representative of the vari-
ous periods of Wake County his-
tory. Some are notable, not only for
their age, but for the beauty of their
construction; others are significant
because they represent the architec-
ture of a particular period.

The New Ruin Tavern is in-
cluded for its age, its construction
and especially its history.

On page 345 of her book, in the

section on White Oak Township,
Ms. Lally has written:

"Local tradition holds that this
frame farm building originally
housed a tavern in the community
known as New Ruin, famous as the
site. of mid-nineteenth-century
dances and gambling events such
as cockfights and horse races.

"Constructed with a mortise-and-
tenon frame and elevated on a
stone-pier foundation, the building
displays the ‘coastal cottage’
form--with engaged sheds to the
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.nt and rear--associated with tra-
ditional early nineteenth center ar-
chitecture, but oddly shows no evi-
dence of a chimney. The interior is
divided into two main rooms; the
front shed is thought to have been
the location of a bar.

"The mile-long stretch of road
from Cotton’s Crossroads in
Chatham County to the tavern is
said to have served as a track for
horse races.

"In more recent decades the old
tavern was used as a general store
by the Upchurch family, but it is
now used as a storage building."

In an interview Ms. Lally said she
has heard that concern about the
questionable activities at the New
Ruin Tavern may have provided
the impetus for formation of the The Betts-Beasley house on Elm Street, believed to have
Olive Chapel Baptist Church. - been built around 1889, was a boarding house in the early

20th century.

Ms. Lally’s book was published
by Wake County Government. It
grew from a decision made by "
county commissioners several , : s
years ago that a survey should be i : :
made county-wide to identify all
properties with historic significance
in the hope that at least some of
them might be preserved.

Ms. Lally said when she was
employed to do the survey, no one
was certain just how the informa- -
tion would be stored or published.
The idea for the book evolved as
the survey progressed.

The 448-page hardcover volume :
was released in the fall and is avail- '

able for purchase through the Wake | 5
County Iglanning Depax%mem. < The Atkmson-Wagner house on Templeton Street, built about \

ellings in town.
In commenung on historic land- | J 1870, is one of oldest dw g

marks in the Apex area and White
Oak Townshlp, she said the depot, '
designed in 1914 by the staff of the
Seaboard Railway home office in’
Norfolk, is one of five depots still
standing in Wake County and the

only one built of brick.

The depot is presently home to-
the Apex branch of the Wake
County Library system.

Among the oldest in-town Apex i
homes included in the book are the |
Atkinson-Wagner House on
Templeton Street built around 1870
and the Thompson-Utley- ~Tunstall |
House on North Elm Street, also
built in the 1870’s.

The Hunter Schaub house on
North Salem Street is alsc notable
for its "rare original picket fence."

Going outside Apex Ms. Lally

The New Ruin Tavern in the New Hill community, now a
storage building, was once the site of gambling events such
as cock fights and horse races.



pointed to the J. M. Williams house
in Green Level as "a locally rare
example of Queen Anne architec-
ture,” built about 1900 by a tobacco
farmer. B

Many other homes in Apex and
the surrounding countryside are

featured as well as some commer- .

cial buildings, among them the old
L.R. Jackson tobacco warchouse
and the W. A. Hinton and Sqn
hardware store, both on Main
Street. : _
A photo of the Seaboarq l_?\a;b
road overpass across Williams

Street is also in the book with the
following description:

"Erected around 1930 by the
Seaboard Air Line Railway, this
concrete Art Deco railroad over-

pass features two narrow pi€rs on
each side of Williams Street, which
support three slightly arched open-
ings over the road and adjacent
sidewalks.

"The piers rise above the open-
ings to support iron railings that
flank three sets of railroad tracks.
The railings are made up of both
linear and curved elements, which,
with the verticality of the piers and
angular designs molded into the
concrete, give the structure its Art
Deco appearance.”

Ms. Lally said one aim of the
book is to educate people, to let
them know that these buildings and
structures have interest in the hope'
that some will be preserved.

It is the goal of the Wake County .
Historic Preservation Commission
to find ways to preserve some of
them, she said. 1

Ms. Lally said the book does not
contain all of the Wake County
buildings which have historic inter- |
est. She said the process of decid- |
ing what to include was very dif-
ficult. She said she hopes those
whose favorites were not chosen
will understand,
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Sports.—In the suburbs and rural areas of Wake, neighborhood folk also ’ -

created some of their own diversions. These included some of the more . LeNIZE ﬂ,,, Depsrc
active participating and spectator sports such as horse-racing, athletic N
‘contests, cock-fighting, and gander-pulling. A small ‘‘settlement’” near DP,",?JJ??’WVEQ,@Q[_,
Raleigh called Hard Scrabble was reportedly a place ‘‘where the various A o009

champions of cock-fighting, footracing, wrestlers and boxers, generally ' oo
.congregate.” The Raleigh Rasp of February 19, 1842, recounted an educa- =
tional encounter ‘‘a mountain bully’’ had with Hard Scrabble frequen-
ters.!40 '
Farther out in the county, a western Wake community near the Chatham
County line was known by the intriguingly descriptive name of New Ruin. T
For many years prior to the mid-nineteenth century its primary place of

business was a tavern, which was the Saturday night gathering place for
dancing to the music of fiddles. Old-timers in the neighborhood were CoTn
quoted for generations after the tavern’s demise as knowing first-hand of .
_the dances, as well as of drinking and gambling at the tavern and of
horse-races, wrestling matches, cockfights, and gander-pulls that took "~~~ - S e e
place nearby. The road from Cotten’s Crossroads in Chatham County to
the tavern in Wake served as a straightaway race track a mile in length.
' People from neighboring communities and, some said, from as faraway as .- - I
. Raleigh, raced their horses or came to bet on the events at New Ruin. An
1844 newspaper notice announced that a main of cocks would be fought =~ =~ e
May 29 ‘‘at Jef. Utley’s, on the half-way ground between Wake and - R
Chatham,” for prizes of *$200 the odd and $10 the battle,”” and that T
twenty-one cocks would be shown.!*! e

138 Whitaker, Reminiscences, 49-50. o
139 Register (s-w), Oct. 25, Nov. 22, 1854. SR - .

140 Rasp, Feb. 19, 1842. For a graphic description of a gander-puling, see Johnson, Ante-Bellum, N.C.,
1n-112. S e e

11 Bevers map of Wake, 1871; Ramsey map of Chatham, 1870; Wake Court Minutes, Aug, 1844:746. &
granting Willie Henderson license to retail spirituous liquors by the small measure **at New Ruin in Wake -  WIlLLE ‘]dEW‘p‘E"Rﬁ oA

County"’; Anne Jackson Williams, **Old Olive’s Chapel Has Ninety Years of History and Holds Many
Records,” News and Observer, Jan. 7, 1940; Hendricks, Biography of a Country Church, 10, passim;
Register (s-w), May 10, 1844,

A descendant of John Williams has recorded the fact that a young teacher and minister’s daughter, Sarah AL
Adeline Howell, was reluctant to accept his proposal of marriage because his farm wastoo close to the New
Ruin tavern and race track, and that he sold the property and bought land farther away before they were ______.
married in 1857. Anne Jackson Williams, **The Williams Family,” 4. aa

Fighting cocks were raised by at least one of the Jeffreys families in the Wake Forest-Rolesville area.
William D. Jeffreys described to a brother the Easter 1833 “*barbecue and chicken peck at Burr{el}l Pervy’s
mill,” during which *‘we’ won two out of four fights and **came off two dollars and a half winners after all
our bad misfortune.” In the first of the two losing matches their cock escaped into the woodsandwaskilled; — 7T T
in the second, Jeffreys related, **we heald our chicken droped him in the pit when he only maid a fiew
flutters stove the heals in the other cock and jirked both gaves [gaffs)out of the lethers we then pickedupour —-——— o

cock and gived up the fight.” Another *‘chicken peck” was scheduled for **next Whitsentide' at A. M.
High's. Asif in defense of the Sunday events, Jeffreys added, **Jtappears as if religionis in rather adeclined

___statein this neighborhood at this time.” William D. Jeffreys to Jacob H. Jeffreys, Apr. 9, 1833, William A.
Jeffreys Papers.




In 1850, several families living in the vicinity of New Ruin organized a
Baptist congregation and about midway the race track road built Olive’s or
Olive Chapel, named for Rev. Johnson Olive, their neighbor and first

- pastor. The church’s influence on the community became so strong that it
was not many years before the bar at the tavern closed down, the betting on

“ races ceased, and promoters of both, in the words of a church historian,
“either moved into the church or out of the community.”” The tavern
building became a country store, operated by John Upchurch and his
descendants. 42 :

Horse-racing on a more organized scale had enjoyed a brief revival of

popularity in Wake in the late thirties and early forties. State and local

. citizens formed in 1838 a North Carolina State Jockey Club and established

the State Race Course, located about two miles east of the capitol. Spon-
- soring both spring and fall races, the members also worked toward im-
proving local horse-breeding. Gen. Beverly Daniel was president; Robert
W. Haywood, vice-president; William H. Holloman, secretary; and David
McDaniel, treasurer. Listed also as proprietor, McDaniel was responsible
for fencing the track and constructinga club house. He was succeeded after
afew weeks by Walter L. Otey and later by John M. Bryan. The club’s first
races were run over a four-day period in November 1838, for purses said to
be “greater than those of any Club south of Baltimore, or north of Mobile. "’

Local newspapers published the lists of winners, and in 1840 the Register

also began carrying the results of races in other parts of the country. In the
- 1850s the course was being referred to as *‘the old race track.”’ Meanwhile,
breeders of horses advertised the pedigrees of their blooded animals. Dolly
Thorp, a winning mare in early races, was in the stable of John C. Rogers.
Henry Mordecai owned a studhorse called Black Warrior. Among other
well-known local thoroughbreds were Character, advertised by his owner
Seth Jones as “‘one of the few remaining thoro’bred sons of Old Sir Archy,”
and Hardluck, a grandson of the same fabled Sir Archy. '3

142 Grace Lawrence, ** A History of Olive Chapel Baptist Church," 1. imervicw.with Carl P. Holleman,
Apex Town Attorney and local history researcher, based on his informal conversations with western Wake
area residents, 1970s. Members of the local John Upchurch family o“'l_led the site !'or some years and are
said to have operated their store in the tavern building, which was still standing in t{'l‘c 1970s. ]

3 See above, chap. 8 at n. 129; Olds, **Roundabout Raleigh™” and **Old Race course,™ clippings in Wake
library scrapbook, ca. 1912, identifying second location of state course as the 1853 fa.lrgrounc_ls (see above,
chap. 10at n. 109); Register (w), July 2, 1838, Sept. 3, 1838; Register (s-w), Nov. 2(?. 1840; Register (w), Oct.
29,1838, May 11, Nov. 9, 1839 (indicating that the New Bern Spectator also carried results of thf 1839_ fall
races); Register (s-w), Feb. 28, 1840 and succeeding issues; Wake Court Mmutc.s‘ May 1859:607; Register
(w), Jan. 3, 1840; Register (s-w), Dec. 4, 1840; Standard (s-w), Apr. 4, 1860; Register (s-w), Jan. 1, May 1'2.
1840; see above, chap. 10at n. 99. For biography of the famous race horse see Wellmanand Blanchard, Life
and Times of Sir Archie [note more accepted spelling].

New Ruin Tavern in western ,uy o cusymam,
Wake was one of several country % Pl et
places where horse-races and
cockfights such as these adver-
tised in the Register Mar. 27, 1840
(left) and May 10, 1844 (right)
were held. (Reid photographs.)
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Horse racing got Wyatt into heap of trouble

By CARL HOLLEMAN Wyatt to be serious and appointed a  Perhaps Cousin Wyatt amended
Wyatt J. Holleman lived in this three-man committee o investigate. his sinful ways and his neighbors
community before it was known as In due course, the committee simply forgave him. Or it could be
Apex. A member of Salem Baptist, reported that there was indeed that the men of the church decided
the only Baptist church this side of probz.lble causc (0 believe the al- that horse racing wasn’t so bad
Mt. Pisgah, Shady Grove at Bonsal lcgations 1o be true. after all.
and Holly Springs, he was 20 years But the church, instead of taking L
old when he married Martha Bec- action, appointed another com- Carl P. Holleman, a partner in the
kwith, then 26. mittee of five "to confer with him Apex law firm Holleman and Stam, is a

family of eight upon the subject and report at our charier men:ber of the Apex Historical
They soon had a family ght upo ) D " Society and an authority on the history

children. Although the census nextmeeting."

booked him as a carpenter, today

Finally, three of the five made

he would probably be listed as a their report in March 1848:

contractor.

At his church conference on "Sat-
urday bcfore the second Lord’s
Day in December, 1846," he found
himself in a mess of trouble. "A
brother in a sister church” pointed
his finger at cousin Wyatt, saying
that he had becn engaging in the
sins of horse racing, drinking and
fighting."

The church minutes do not show,
but one can belicve that he had
taken part in some of the fun things
that were popular near the present
location of Olive Chapel Church.

New Ruin Tavern, which stood
(and still stands) on a stretch of the
Fayctteville Road just south of U.S.
64, was a favorite watering hole for

locals. There thc main fare after
their traditional beverage (referred
to by the temperance people as "ar-
dent spirits") was horse racing.

The long, gentle slope of the
Fayelteville Road that passes the
tavern and ends at Beaver Creek
served as the race track.

From the beginning, the church
considered (he charged against

“We the undersigned commitiee
have visited Brother Holleman
respecting the reports that are in
circulation about him which are
the running of a horse race, gel-
ting intoxicated and fighting. He
admits he galloped his horse very
fast down the road but did not
think any harm of it nor consider
it a horse race. As to being in-

toxicated, he acknowledged it
and says that he feels he is for-
given for it. He admits also that
he did fight but in a consequence
of being intoxicated has very
lile recollection of it."

Based on this church report,
"Brother Holleman was excluded
from the church entirely.”

Cousin Wyatt must have cleaned
up his act in a hurry, because
within some 15 months thereafter
he was readmitted to full member-
ship in the Salem Church by a
unanimous vote.

Perhaps the favorable vole was

influenced by the fact that the com-
munity had elected him as its jus-
tice of the peace. Census records
show that he was serving in that
responsible public office in 1855.

of Apex and western Wake County.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
RE: THE HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF NEW RUIN TRAVERN IN WAKE CO, NC

In the last fifty years more and more people have traced their family heritage back
to western Wake Co., NC and to the counties which border this area to the North, West
and South. It is becoming increasingly clear that the settlement of these areas starting in
the early 1700s served as an important center of evolving American history. Although a
large amount of detail about the area, its families and its history have been uncovered
much remains to be documented. In times gone-by this area might have been considered a
“backwater” region. With growing interest and the help of the Internet its glorious history
is now being brought to light. ) .

The preservation of New Ruin Tavern will have a significant impact on the further
amplification of the history of the area. This is because there are so few historical sites still
preserved in the area. Even the few remaining sites are fast disappearing. New Ruin
preserved can serve as a great touchstone for the historic nature of the area.

While many sons and daughters of western Wake soil, most now living afar, could
make this plea for New Ruin Tavern, I take personal pride in making this pointed appeal
as will be illustrated.

All American Upchurches, with few exceptions, trace their heritage to Michael
Upchurch, I who came to Virginia.from England about 1638. I am a member of the 9t
generation of this family in America. I have published the UPCHURCH BULLETIN for
26 years and have identified and published on over 54,000 members of this family. About
1802 two of the 5" generation found their way to the New Ruin Area. They were two
Revolutionary War veterans, Moses Upchurch and Nathan Upchurch, I, the latter being
my Great-Great-Grandfather. Their descendants, one of whom who ran New Ruin, have
compiled a glorious record in the area and elsewhere. Volumes of evidence supports this
assertion and volumes remain to be written. The preservation of New Ruin will serve as a
stimulus for family historians like myself to redouble their efforts.

The reader will grasp that we could go on and on about the New Ruin Area. It will
suffice to conclude with one tempting idea. I propose that in the 1500-1800 era there
existed in western Wake County, NC a North-South Trail along the headwaters of creeks
from Orange County through western Wake County to Harnett County. This trail would
~ have existed because of the ease of travel and I propose that it existed and, hereby, name it
the “Western Wake Trace”. Today Highway 55 roughly follows its path. It passes hard by
New Ruin. The issue of Wake Trace is just one aspect of western Wake heritage that needs
to be examined. .

All who work to preserve New Ruin will provide a noble service in the cause of
balancing the pressure of development with the need to remember and embrace our
heritage. ' ' -

Respectfully Submitted to All
Who Will Listen,

Roted fAwibcp

Robert Phillip.Upchurch

Upchurch Family Historian
August 27, 2005



