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Small Businesses Give
Hermann Big Lift

Story by William Flannery
Photos by Sam Leone
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

arch 1989 was a dark time for Her-
mann, Mo. The decades-old Florsheim m
Shoe Co. plant, the town’s largest em- | ng%mery
ployer, had closed its doors. ! 19 ° E
Some 275 workers lost their jobs and with
them a total weekly payroll of more than

$65,000. The town of 2,700 residents was hit

e i

Industrial

Fard, —Pac AR _ ' | Area of Cliff Bark:

But today, the picturesque Missouri River T | Removal and ( a
town’s unemployment rate is 0.9 percent. | = ' : 2 W £

Out of a local work force of 1,262, the Missouri ' -Eé ! Road Widening =i
Division of Employment Security estimates there ! S g'
are 11 unemployed adults in Hermann. | =y . R

(But the November figure represents a 22 el i S| @ Gasconade County P
percent increase in unemployed from October — Qi ! Courthouse
Wl}?xn Hg;r&:ar_m}liad nine pe]c;ple ou: otfworkl.(). g ! \ ] " © Hermann Gity Hall

ybody in Hermann who wants to work is Y% : ‘

working,” said Terry L. Helton, the town's ad- %‘ E | 9 Hermannhof Wmery

— © Stone Hill Winery

[l

ministrator. “Everybody is working, including all
the local contractors. I wanted some [home] re-
pair work done, but everybody is busy.”

The Hermann job market got so tight in the
summer and late fall, Helton said, Blanke Plastics I'
Inc. had to bus in temporary workers twice a day =
from St. Louis. _ 2

A Blanke official said the firm stopped the :
busing in October when the local work force |

|

L'_"'"l

caught up to the demand. Blanke, which makes
plastic medicine bottles, is currently running 24
hours a day, seven days a week, a company
spokesman said.

Located 75 miles west of St. Louis, in the heart
of “Little Rhineland,” Hermann has long had a
strong tourism industry, with thousands of visi-
tors attending the annual Maifest and October-
fest celebrations and visiting the numerous win-
eries in the area, including Stone Hill and
Hermannhof.

But in recent years, the mayor, the board of

100

Danny Baumstark, former president of
Herl.na’nn Qhamber of Commerce, at his
Mayor John Bartel (left) and city administrator Terry L. family’s third-generation-owned busi-
Helton at Hermann Industrial Park on the east side of town. €55 Hermann Lumber Co.




RIGHT: A view
from the west
side of Hermann,
overlooking the
town.

from the east
side of Hermann
along Highway
100 shows the
Missouri Pacific
Railroad tracks,
the Highway 19

bridge and the
1898 Gasconade
County

. Courthouse.




Settlers
Made Point
Of Dishonor

To Founder

By William Flannery
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

he founder of Hermann was George
F. Bayer, an “agent of the German
Settlement Society” in Philadelphia.
Born in Germany in 1800, Bayer scout-
ed the Missouri River bottom area in
1836 near the Gasconade River for a site
for a new German immigrant community.
Bayer purchased land on the Frene
Creek for the town and German immi-
grants from the east began arriving the
next year. But Bayer fell ill on the tnp
and stayed in Pittsburgh during the win-
ter of 1837-38.

The advance group of settlers arrived

in Hermann — then a couple of log cabins
— in mid-December. Before spring,
many had died of illness.

When Bayer arrived in the spring of
1838, surviving settlers blamed him for
their problems. By October, Bayer re-
signed as the society’s land agent; he died
within five months.

Bayer was so hated when he died, said
Hermann's city administrator, Terry

The gravesite of George F. Bayer,
the founder of Hermann.

Helton, the townfolk buried him on the
extreme eastern end — and just over the
ridge line — of what would become the
town’s Protestant cemetery. Moreover,

they buried him pointed away from the 2

town.

“It was only in the mid-1980s that
Bayer’s descendants had him dug up and
reburied him pointing in the right direc-
tion,” Helton said.

In 1986, on the 150th anniversary of
the founding of Hermann, Bayer’s grave
was restored with stone wall, iron fence
and a bronze plaque provided by the
town’s historical society and the George
F. Bayer High School Honor Society.

The town even held a mock trial exon-
erating Bayer and naming him the town’s
founder.

aldermen and the town administrator
also have aggressively courted new
small businesses to relocate or ex-
pand in Hermann.

They also have taken advantage of
both state and federal economic de-
velopment grants and — in the wake
of the 1993 Missouri River ﬂood Ty
government disaster recovery ald

John G. Bartel has been mayor ==
or as his business card says “Burger—
meister”’.— for six years.

Bartel says Hermann's econurruc
success is due to “evolution.” "+ %

“Society has a tendency to mi-
grate,” Bartel said. “People are
pushing westward from St. Louis —
you can see that in cities like Wash- -
ington. And I think we are seeing it in
Hermann.”

Rather than going for a single
large factory, Bartel said Hermann
was careful to go after smaller indus-
trial plants, those employing 20 to

100 workers.

Bartel also credits smaller busi-
nesses, like Laser Light Technology
Inc. and Leather Technology, that

are looking for small-town work

forces with a strong work ethic.

“They have a higher work ethic
and they tend to be more stable,”
Bartel said.

Wages in Hermann vary, and gen-
erally range from $5 to $8 or more an
hour for production line work. Skilled
workers and managers earn more.

Bartel estimates that about 15 to
20 percent of the town’s workers
commute to work in St. Louis.

““People like the living environ-
ment and they are willing to take that
hour-and-a-half commute to St. Lou-
is,” Bartel said.

“The only areawhere we are on
the shortfall side is shopping and re-
tail,” Bartel said. “We don’t have a

large discount store in town or a

large supermarket.”

The town is also hindicapped by
hilly terrain, including the industrial
park, Helton added. “It was more
conducive to a goat farm than an
industrial park,” he said.



Just east of town, the parkis a
series of blunt ridges and deep gul-
lies. But with massive landscaping,
Hermann has created an industrial
park of more than 110 acres.

“We also made a few changes;
there were some restrictive cove-
nants that had to be changed, like
building size,” Helton said.
~ ““We had to level an area large
enough for a 90,000-square-foot
building — parking, loading and all
that, for Stevens Manufacturing, the
toy company,” Helton said. .

Another firm is Leather Technol-
ogy Inc., which recycles leather scrap
into leather board for the shoe
industry. P

“We've been open about three
months and we employ 25 to 30 peo-
ple,” said owner Ned Stanley.

- His factory is 60,000 square feet,
and the company is considering ex-
panding to 120,000 square feet,
Stanley said. Work on the addition
could begin this spring with the facili-
ty up and running soon after.

“We plan to have 70 employees by
summer,” Stanley said.

Helton said ground preparation for
the lots cost around $600,000. The
state also chipped in about $800,000
in industrial development money for
roads and sewer and electrical power
lines.

““The state has a limit for how
much money it can grant to a city for
an industrial park expansion — and
that limit was $500,000,” Helton'
said. “We could not do that work in
the park for both companies.”

But because Stevens’ old factory
on Guttenberg Street had been
flooded in 1993, Hermann was able
to get additional state and federal
money to move the factory.

During the 1993 flood, Missouri
River water backed up into Frene
Creek, flooding the central part of
Hermann and cutting the town in
half.

Another company in the park is
Laser Light Technologies Inc., which
moved to Hermann from California
1992. The firm employs 37 workers
and does laser engraving for elec-
tronic and medical companies.

Owner Phyllis Hannan was born in
Hermann and her decision to move
her company back to town was based
on quality-of-life factors.

“I lived out in California for some
20-o0dd years and city life wears on
you — the overpopulation, the high
taxes, the high cost of workman's
comp,” Hannan said.

Officials are also expanding the
town's already strong tourism

3 Edwara Muehl
stisliwery ohows. ed
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Sam Leone/Post-Dispatch

A view from Hermann, looking across the Highway 19 bridge.

industry.

“Hermann would be a lot different
if it wasn’t for tourism,” said Danny
Baumstark. “We would be a lot like
other small towns that are being cut
down on the vine.”

Baumstark is a third-generation
owner of his family’s business, Her-
mann Lumber Co. He was the head of
the Chamber of Commerce in 1994,

“We are trying to make tourism
year-round . . . more than just some-
thing on the weekends,” Baumstark
said. “That brings in a lot of outside
money and outside ideas.”

Helton said that while the flood of
1993 hurt tourism, 1994 was much
better.

“This year [1994], the Maifest and
the Oktoberfest were both well at-
tended,”” Helton said.

Helton estimated that about 75
percent of the tourism in Hermann
comes from the two month-long
celebrations.

Bartel said the loss of twice-a-day

Amtrak passenger rail service would
eliminate “‘a unique way to get to
Hermann." Amtrak has announced
plans to end the money-losing route.

But losing train service would not
be fatal to tourism, he said.

Town officials stress they don't
want runaway growth.

“I think we are going to see con-
trolled growth — I don’t see Her-
mann bursting at the seams,”” Bartel
said.

“We are getting a large number of
retired people, quality people — pro-
fessionals, doctors, accountants, en-
gineers — who are buying a lot of the
property, paying top dollar and re-
storing it, often to a level better than
when the buildings were first built.

“The original qualities that our
founders looked for are still here.
There's a strong desire by the com-
munity to keep these values intact
and not sacrifice them to economic
development.” -
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Rhineland
‘Region
Tour

Bpeelal to the Post-Dispatch

JEFFERSON CITY — A large
measure of history and Old
World culture, mixed with the
scenery along the bluff-bordered
Missouri river, make a day’s
drive through the state's
“Rhineland Re gion,” east of
here a pleasant experience.

It is called the Rhineland Re-
gion because it is an area of
mostly German settlements dat-
ing to the early nineteenth cen-
tury, the Missouri Tourism
Commission reports. the quaint-
ness of the German Rhineland
has been preserved in Her-
mann, Dutzow, Washington and
a number of other little towns

. in this river region.There is
. even one called Rhineland.

.. Weekend sightseers can easil
. take this tour by driving to Jef-
i~ ferson City, the logical starting
point, For those passing through
“ the state east or west, Highway
. 84 or 100, along the river, cover
. part of the tour.
From Jefferson City, crosgs
the Missouri river bridge and
_ turn east on Highway 94. The
-.road s kirts picturesque lime-
~-gtone bluffs to its left and the
** rich, alluvial Missouri river bot-
~ toms on its right.
Near the community of Teb-
bets, a ridge rises out of the
. river bottoms. Known as Cote
* Sans Dessein hill without design
“or reason, it was an early
. French outpost. An attempt to
place the state capital there
ailed because clear title to the
© land eould not be obtained.
Farm Villages
Continuing on 94, motorists
pass through the small farming
communities of Mokane, Steed-
man, Portland and Rhineland.
" There are several points in this
- T0-mile journey from Jefferson
. city to Marthasville where the
Lewis and Clark expedition
- stopped along the northern bank
~ of the river.
" Just east of Marthasville is
. the David Bryan Cemetery
2 where Daniel Boone and his
“wife Rebecca were buried.
Their bodies allegedly were re-
moved to Kentucky in 1845, How-
ever, a regional story tells that
the night before officials came
 to disinter Boone and his wife a
: - angry local citizens
ir bones and replaced

th others, burying the

63

o

AWESTPHALIA

RHINELAND JOURNEY

_munity eastward, Almost hidden

real remains in a secret loca- States Senator Lewis F. Linn.

tion.

Driving through Loose Creek,

South of Marthasville on turn south on Highway 63 to
Highway 47 is a weatherboard \Westphalia, built by its German
and log houses where Boone's gettlers to be a copy of West
daughter and son-in-law, Flan- phalia, Germany. The old hotel

d

ders and Jemina Boone Calla-
way, lived. ey
Dutzow is the next small R
in its narrow valley, the tov
was founded in 1832 by the Ber-
lin Emigration Society.
Corncob Pipe Capital
Cross back over the river and
take Highway 100 a short dist-
ance west to Washington, the
“Corncob Pipe Capital of the
World.” Weekdays visitors can
tour the Buescher, Hetsehl &I
Bendheim, or' Meerschaum Co.|
factories and watch the crafts-

.men turn cobs into pipes. En-

thusiasts of the Missouri corncob
pipe included Gen. Douglas
MacArthur , Mayor Fiorello La-
Guardia and French Field Mar-
shall Foch. Much of the old
German quaintness still exists in
the architecture and customs of
this little community.

Upriver is Hermann, s o m e-
times referred to as ‘‘Little Ger-
many.” The annual Maifest
May Festival, has become a
well-known regional event. Ger-
man costumes, music and cook-
ery are highlights of the pro-
gram. There are also tours of
old homes and former wine
cellars, now being used to grow
mushrooms.

Gasconade, a little community
at the confluence of the Mis--
souri and Gasconade rivers, and
Chamois are next on the route.

Long, Narrow {
~ From here turti south on 89 to
Highway 50 to arrive in Linn,
the county seat of Osage coun-
ty. Linn is one of the longest and
narrowest communities in this
region. Extending more than
two miles in length but only two
blocks in width. Originally
named Linville, it was later

shortened to honor United

e |

everal establishments
specialize in German
g, fried chicken, cotntry

ham and red-eye gravy. The

stone buildings crowding the
main street and St. Joseph's
Catholic Church reflect the ar-
chitecture of the Old Country.
From here it is a, short trip
byHi'ghv.rayaatoJeH'efaan
City, the end of a trip through

Missouri’s Rhineland. . ¢



