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A‘ The mystery of John Pearce is still fairly unsolved. We know that Elizabeth had a brother John, who is buried nextto herin Indiana

(and so we know his death date). We know his approximate birth date from his depaosition for Elizabeth's Revolutionary Way
Pension Application, and we know he had a daughter Martha who married Zebedee Ray, son of Hutson Ray and grandson of
Elizabeth Pearce and Thomas Ray. Other information is softer. '

As for John Pearce, there is a possibly good candidate for a or the son of John Pearce who lived in a

[5 nearby county to Shelby Co., IN. One problem with that that man is that Y-DNA from one of his
descendants does not match that of rMien from the Phillip Pearce family. Also, his mother was named
Clarissa and a Find-A-Grave post says her maiden name was Jones. So, mere work needs to be done
there to connect dots, and I've not been interested in researching that family. I've tried to get
descendants of Zebedee Ray and Martha Pearce to take the Family Finder test and will keep nudging
them. If they have more matches with Upchurch families than others:in the Nail-Ray family have, I
think that would be supportive evidence that Martha's mother was an Upchurch Sigh.
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B. Samah 26 APRLOIO - éMJ)!—ﬁ:w_/@’A P/ Dear Phi,

| had one of thase "ah-ha" moments when | read your letter dated 23 April 2010. Your Upchruch/Nail-Ray
collaboration ispaying off for Nail-Ray.

So, my John PearcefPierce marmied Clara Frances Upchurch in 1808 in Franklin Co., NC! | had not made
the connection because |/we had inifially assumed that John went to Randolph Co., NC, shortly after he
married Selah Sims on 06 March 1786 in Wake Co., NC, but when John showed up in Indiana he was
married to ClaraClaiissa (last name unknown). Clara Francis Upchurch would fit though because his two
youngest children were born afier 1808—-Martha in 1812 and Sion in 1816. The birth date that her family
has for Clara is 14 October 1764 and the 1850 Census in Shelby Co., IN, has that she was bornin Virginia
and the 1860 Census in Jeffersen, Poweshiek Co_, IA, has North Carolina. She died 04 November 1869
and was buriedin Poweshiek Ce., IA. She was 50-ish when she had her two youngest children—which
might/would/cosld be explained by her being married in only 1808. (John's oldest daughter, Sarah who was
born about 1792in North Carofina, would then have been his child with his first wife Selah Sims.) Okay, that
works for me!

Phil, Bev KnoliHegstrom, Bethany Roberts, and Carol Masse are descendants of Clara's daughter Martha
Peirce who mamied Zebedee Ray (grandson of Thomas Ray of Franklin and Wake Co., NC). Please fill us
in on Clara's Upchurch ancestars!

Best regards, Janet

C. Comar B0ARPA 2010~ ‘/z‘-ﬂu‘aé""’w&‘

Hi Janet---

With your message in hand it appears we may have the option of doing some digging to
get a few thimgs straight. Note that the attachment to my 23 APR 2010 letter to you states
that the 1808 marriage of John Pearce b. 1766 was to an Upchurch lady presumed to be the
GD/O Richard Updhurch,II. called by various names-Clara Frances U., Frances A. U, and
Frances U. My feefing is that there are two ladies here, one a daughter of Benjamin U and one
a daughter of Richard U.,IIL. Both of these first cousin females married a Pearce. As I study
the matter Iam now unsure which Frances married which Pearce. One of the husbands was
John Pearce . 1766 he bemg the son of Nathan Pearce, I b. 1735 and being the brother of
the Elizabeth Pearce who married your Thomas Ray. The other husband was John Pearce, II
b. 1787 ,sonef Philip Pearce b. 1754.

One of the couples stayed in NC and 1have a large collection of descendants of this couple
the uncertainty of the parentage of both husband and wife notwithstanding.

The otheraouple moved to IN and it is from this couple that a daughter Martha Pierce
appeared and for whom yeu have contad with living descendants. I am assuming that you or
they h_ave good records for this family. If I can be provided with an outline of this family I will
i;:]udty it goin&backga;;ds to see if I can get to the point where we begin to learn more about

e two couples and their parentage. If you have a i i
e D thep:am. g yo Il ready sent what I request just give me a

I feel wemay be close to peeling back a few pages of history. If my comments above need
to be set straight in any way please let me know.
Please bepatient with me as I have two major out-of-state trips planned between now
and June 15and that always dutters mind and desk.
Phil Upchurch
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19. JOHN® PEARCE (PHILLIPS, NATHAN*, NATHAN?, PHILLIP®, GEORGE") was born November 10, 1787
in Franklin Co., NC. He married FRANCES UPCHURCH December 1, 1808 in Franklin Co., NC.2,
daugp_t‘er of RICILAR.D UPCHURCH and SUSANNAH PACE. She was bom Abt. 1790 in Franklm Co,,

Ne [ K RECIHAAD W, TIL g AN0 WIFE

Children of JOHN PEARCE and FRANCES UPCHURCH are:
1. JANE? PEARCE, m. CLEM ALFORD, March 10, 1840.
ii. PRISCILLA PEARCE, m. ARCHIBALD ALFORD, December 8, 1835,
Franklin Co., NC. ROWN §how i Loczwi0A PEAACT
iii. SIDNEY PEARCE, m. PAM MITCHELL. { ™D () PEw BERTOA) MEI i 5; ;’T
iv. JACK PEARCE, b. Abt. 1810. [Fosn Pe4tce] ~GRag &
v.  BENJAMIN PEARCE, CSA, b. November 11, 1816, Franklin Co., NC;
d. August 30, 1904, Franklin Co., NC.
vi. HARRIET PEARCE, b. Abt. 1818, Franklin Co., NC.
vii. CLARA ANN PEARCE, b. October 9, 1825, Franklin Co., NC; d.
September 8, 1912, Franklin Co., NC.
vili. FANNIE PEARCE, b. Abt. 1831.
ix. CALVIN PEARCE, CSA, b. Abt. 1833, Franklin Co., NC; d. Bef, 1880,
Franklin Co., NC.
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P11111 Charlote Pearce
pml;q al'ﬁoiuif March 1796 (when Naucy Peirce, widow of Nathan Peirce, was A M. to Upcturch ESUB AL u.jg

P11112 Elizabeth Pearce
M. 19 March 1838 Frasklin Co., NC
O To Simio nCzu'puaegr
P11113 Mary Pearce g TR
aM. to Perry] yam €5 ?E“M/*’D
P11114 Cherry Pearce 0O

granted her 62 and 113 acres of the lznd to be divided [Franklin Co., NC Wi|

. 2%
O M & N okt 3)(ll)mybe Wesion) (AN CY SAXRK ©E5T=K]

Parents of 7, recard of 6 childrem

P1111 Stephen Pearce )
B. 1p756-17\65 (less than 45 is 1800 Census and more than 45 in 1810 Cemus

for Framklim Co.. NC) M. 09 October 1815 Franklin Co., NC
D. in Wake Co., NCI ¥ To Drewry Dessos .
M. to Elizabeth a ERnacy
Parents of 4 children Zyury oW N ATAN Ft’) v
P1112 Arthur Pearce o ] b 25 mAt 198Y MAEW
D. before 26 March 1796 (wihen Nancy l;e:rce. wdg:c:‘érguﬂll'l’mmeBwa o SvsuN L F”HQ‘-&‘ 7)
granted 41 aaes for her dower #nd [Franklin Co.. Book B,p . ‘
36 (ref. 3D 0 DeNIvein R
M. to Nancy m(sae:bové after E w Tedk
Parenls'ondliklrm{PlillpPuoe\usnamed guardian for these chilidren '-:)ﬂ P11121 Cordy P M‘;D;;(E 5.45, e LI
Arthur’s death) . ) _ A P11122 Willie Pearoe ¢ 1799)
U1 P1113 Phillip Pearce (fought in the Amerizan Revolutiozary War) 2)3 A A
B. 1756-1765 (younger than &5 in 2800 Census md older than 45 in 1818 11 wh RAY, SR =NAD moLLhd
Census for Franklin Co., NC) = LAWN TN MID 1700
D. ?buried old Bryant Stallings Graseyard, near Moccasin Creek in Frankls CRERR
o T N (ELrzAGETH PERRCE & HERIRWS A A. W™ AR TR
UT(; Nancy Bunn T emas R4y HAD A moccﬁﬁ;ﬂ A 1. Johw anl ~tTvep I¥
Parents of 6 children CRES K:N( l*s%fzﬂif_ E:'(Uﬁrgu.r ) Cumm (b{ NC ThER
; Pt UPCND WL ANCESTD
. B, o 1766 Nowth Carcina. RE R BROTHER mD An WpawEe § Zu Pawp oLPR €O
: : - ady
D. ::::)Ncl:o;]enta' 1844 Shelbw Co., IN, buried RayACenter Cemetery, Shelby 4B ROTsen AAT- A& iNRE

£ M. Bond dated 29 March 1783 Fanklin Co., NC (Bondsman, Charles
JA Upchurch; Witness, J. Rice)
A To Thomas Ray [R12] (Son of William Ray, Sr.)
Parents of 7 children b
* For record, see Thomas Ray [R17]
£ P1115 John Pearce

1522080EE RAY
0 mp () MARTHA

PénprilE G.U{:D
Oz owsend
Ae ;”KIIV

B. ca1768 0. cnnnes Al 0
D. 03 January 1845 (age 77 years) buried Brandywine Center/Ray Cemetery, ) g€V
Shelby Co., IN 7=
&> M. to Clarissa CreEnTadvERd Crary Nali 8 S = AD- r“mﬂﬁ > Ra o )ONOP
Parents of 7, record of 1 child D TR D A srkee, O
& P11151 Martha Pierce o fute A7 YRS 5o “Toriw PE =

€ = who MP
1980 (OuLD BE TG ow &
lﬂEZIR’OS’LF‘,N&)DFMnca! W

P11161 Willie (Willss} Peane
M. 12 Novemiber 1823 Wake Can,, NC

B. 27 February 1812 North Carolina
D. 30 Jamiary 1896
M. 25 December 1832 (Biiilie recard) Shelby Ca., IN
£ To Zebedee Ray [R1213] {Son ofﬂﬂutson [R121f and Margaret (Byerly)
Ray] i

Parents of 12 children y AT To Sally Hogzwood (Bondsmam, Jein Pierce)
B For record, see Zebedee Ray [R1213] & P11162 Beedy Pearce
£ P1116 James Peare [ b ABevT 195'g) M. 27 Aogust 1816 Wake Co.., NC
D. before 1799, Franklin Co., NC (Guardian accom for his children was AL To Geoge Bell (Bondsman, Litfieberry Horton)
assumed by ip Pearce firom theformer guardan John Martin [Franklin 0 P11163 Betsy Pearce
- Co. NC Will Book C, p. 40]. Thomss Ray [R12] was the administrator for & P11164 Penny Peasce
James Pearce’s estate [Franikin Ca., NC Will Bagk B, p. 19].) M. 21 March 1811 Wake Co., MC
M. to Mary (because she received one-third of the estate of James S8 To Littieberny Horte (Bondsmman, William Horton)
Pearce) ’ = - PI1165 Patsy Pearce
Parents of 5 children (named zs arphams, would have been minors in 1795( M.] 19 Decemiber 1821 Wake Cin., NC
when their fatker died) AA To Calvin Nowell (Bondsmam, Jain Nowell)
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Stae of IndianaHancock county Be itknown on thi the 18th day of Mayin the year 1842 Before
meAndrew F. Hatfiekd a Justice of thePeace of Said comty of Hancock grsonally appeared John
Piexe a residentof Said county aged % years of Seund mind and memomy who being by me duly
Swarm on his ozh Ssth that he is thelrother of Elizabeth Ray of Shely county Imdiana who is
thewidow of Tiamas Ray desceased wlio died in Ssid county of Shely Twelve years ago last faul
dumg the revabtiomry war and fromthe earliestrecofllection of this degonant he resided in the
comty of Frankin eear the line of wake county wm the State of North axiolina with his fathers
family and a nearneighbour to the fatter and familly of Said Thomas Raywhile the Said war was
ragmg in Carofma mxd other Sosthem States abmit the faul of the ymr 1779 amd when this
depmant was aled be thinks about 13or 14 yearsaof age the Said Thomes Ray being thereabout
two years or upwards older than thisdeponant hethe Said Thomas wasdrafted to Serve in the
army for 3 mosths i was undemstooffat that time among the family amd neighbours that Said
Thenas was notquite of Sufficient ageto be drafted but his father did nago to preve his age and
heThomas wemt with Several others «f the neighbeurs and Served znd wshen his term ecpired he
hriad as a Substiute for one of the neghbours Jacdk Wheeler for 3 montls and after that time was
outhe retumed Boree but was very Seon called ost again and went Still on from: one campaign
to mother till the war was about threw in that partof the country I thinkhe must lhave served in
allsear two yeas from the ganesal cmversation aad report in the meigifiourhood the was in the
batfie at Eutaw Springs he came homeSoon after that battle with a Sightwound om his neck and
anafier on his foot he brought home oee of the redeoats of the brittish there ware Several persons
whal know outin the Service a1 theSame time & wit—John SegmavesSen Johm Segraves Jun
Chales Ray hudon Eay Jefse buh Jolm Pierce Ridkard Pierce Willian Wheeler Shadrach Medlin
Philbert Peirce Jshn Rainwater Andemon Nunery James Peirce Josegh Pary Roger Craig andrew
Jadison John Martim Starling Cooper Tanner alferd who was a Magerin the Service I do not
komw where any of these persons arear wheatherany of then are livingEccept I kave had a late
acmunt from Asdrew Jackson he wa yet alive atthat time Hudsos Ray was womnded in battle
andidied in the kauspital and Charles Bay died a pisonor with the Brtiskthey ware both Brothers
toSaid Thomasthe mext winter afterthe war wasover in those parts tie Said Tlhomas Ray and
my Sister Elizdbeth was Married at my fathers residence in frankin camty by Tanner Alford a
Magistrate I was present and Saw fiem Married they Iived Togetheruntil the death of Said
Themas Ray asabove mentioned theykad Severalchildren to wit—Hudsm Ray Jarmes Ray Gilley
Ray Sarah Ray Susazna Ray MarthaBay and Chmey Ray this deponant cannot Sitate positively
thahe is ecactly comect as to the daws or as to his own age or the ageef said Thomas Ray the
family Recordsaf this deponants father and familywas given up inhe time of the: war to be Sold
togay ecpencesof e war this depommnt remembess that Some man cameto his fatthess house for
muozey or propety for that purpose and his father had nothing for thembut the Hible which he
Gawe up and that hzd the record of tisir ages in & Elizabeth the widowef Said Thomas is about
Twmw years older than this deponant

his
(Signed) Jobn ¥f)Pierce
rmark
Winesses-—
Wiky Wray

James M. McGarkhall (?)

Swsum to and Sabscribd the day and year first above written-—-Andrew F. Hatfigld
Justice of the Pesmce
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V4 R1213 ZEEBEDEE RAY = OF C4AA* 4
I, CRILPREN Zeebedee wass the third child of Hutson Ray [R121] and Margaret Byerly. Zeebedee's Bible
A DE2CCNDAND L centitled Bible: New Testamentof our Lord andSaviour Jesus Christ, translated of the original
W PEs Greek and with tie former transkations diligently compared and revised, (Philadelphia, William
& L 5O W. Harding), datexd 1864 (no cmment information zbout the Bible’s guardian).
byl-

R1213 Zesbedsr Ray (name speliad Zebedie in Bible record)

B. 24 March 1811 Randafph Co., NC (Bikle record)

D. 01 November 1858 @ible record) (age 57 years) buried Brandywine Center/Ray
Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN

M. 25 December 1832 Skeiby Co., IN (Bible record)

To Martia Pierce [Dmgher of John and Clrissa Pierce. John Pierce was the brother of
Elizabetth Pearce who married Thomas Ray [R12], Zeebedee's grandfather. John
Pierce diied 03 Jansary 1845 (age 77 years) and is buried in the Brandywine Center/Ray
Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN, beside his sister Elizabeth (Pearce) Ray.]

B. 27 February 1812 North Carolina (Bible record)
D. 30 January 1896 (Bible record) (age 83 years—11 months—3 days) buried
Brandywine Censr/Ray Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN

Parents of IZ children

R12131 Reubsen Ray
B. 01 December 183 Shelby Co., IN (Bible record)

D. ©I July 183 {Cemetery record; Bible record has only July 1834) buried
Brandywine Centzr/Ray Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN

R12132 Jincy (Bible record (Fennice?) Ray
B. 27 August 1834 (Bible record has 27 August 1835) Shelby Co., IN
D. 07 September 1865 (Cemetery and Bible records) baried Brandywine Center/Ray

Cemetery, Skelby Co., IN
M. 08 January 1857
To Samuel Browa
Parents of 2 childen
R12132-1 Robert M. Brown (Residence: Mount Pleasant, 1A)
B. 1858
Parent of 1 dhild
R12132-11 Buth Brown
R12132-2 Minnie Brown
M. to Rev. Foster

R12133 William Ray
B. 27 January 1837 @ible and Cemetery records) Shelty Co., IN
D. 18 October 908 buried Brandywine Center/Ray Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN
M. 27 November 188
To Elizabeth Willians

B. 01 Octdber 1842
D. 20 Octaber 121 buried Brandywine Center/Ray Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN
Farents of 4 childen
R12133-1 Emma May Ray
B. 1865
D. 1942 bariedBrandywine Center/Ray Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN (under name
of Emma May Kancose) [3€€ Broly oR preFrit
M1 11 Mach 1838 ar LEEbnpw Rnf
To Benedit Hasler /"
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Borland-Heinzman Families

' _ . Nathan Pearce
F P\D VV] R (] U\, R (o R D 6 ' Birth abt 1725 in Isle of Wight (o, Virginia

Death bef 26 Mar 1796 in Franklin Co., North Caroling

I_"‘N,a,r;m«v FEARCE pague s (1)

Zirth
ey 1725 sle of Wight Co., Virgini
d Zb FE": w , 82‘ i C & C/ A} C7 ! iI;aE;ed onil?i? being :1?earas old (an adult) in his first documented
N . land record.
Y 2“{ JUA 175 éC) ‘7/'/7’71) &Y SHTAR ki Marriage to Ann Westray
ot e Isleof wight Co., Virginia s
LOC T B [vs RN WESTAAY N2 nars cash) e stache sy o Oouamertatin bosnes o
Ann's name and parents.
A ITWNES Pruris Death
e w.l:?s, Frankiin Co., North Caroling
LB ELTIANETN PEARCE g3
To '
A 13 ( ) T?‘[ ¢ Wﬁj ﬂAy S )\lfﬁ B’?’ Family Members
£ C- 0 I¥A) P ¥nR ¢ € CO‘/_ L Parents
i mM () CLARA A Phill Pearce (St
17/0 KIQH“MD M/E Sarah
-1738
’j ; th_z LI W ]7 E }MCE Show siblings »
mwa é ) A A C"/ &U’V/Vv Spouse & Children =
B. ARTHUR VPTANLE e
F. 575‘9% FEM(—E Arthur Pierce

Philip Pierce
Stephen Pierce

m Elizabeth (Betsey) Pearce

1766 - 1844

John Simon Pierce
1768 — 1845



