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7101 AtlAtAA 	 fesX• 

e-D10 
010 — 	 A PI) 	Dear Phil, 

I had one of those "ah-ha" moments when I read your letter dated 23 April 2010. Your Upchruch/Nail-Ray 
collaboration ispaying off for Nail-Ray. 

So, my John Pearce/Pierce married Clara Frances Upchurch in 1808 in Franklin Co., NC! I had not made 
the connection because I/we had initially assumed that John went to Randolph Co., NC, shortly after he 
married Selah Sms on 06 March1786 in Wake Co., NC, but when John showed up in Indiana he was 
married to ClaraiClaissa (last name unknown). Clara Francis Upchurch would fit though because his two 
youngest children were born after 1808--Martha in 1812 and Sion in 1816. The birth date that her family 
has for Clara is 14 October 1764 and the 1850 Census in Shelby Co., IN, has that she was born in Virginia 
and the 1860 Censor in Jefferson, Poweshiek Co., lA, has North Carolina. She died 04 November 1869 
and was buried Poweshiek Co., IA. She was 504sh when she had her two youngest children—which 
might/wouldicodd be explained by her being married in only 1808. (John's oldest daughter, Sarah who was 
born about 17Min North Carolina, would then have been his child with his first wife Selah Sims.) Okay, that 
works for me! 

Phil, Bev Knoll-i-leetrom, Bethany Roberts, and Carol Masse are descendants of Clara's daughter Martha 
Peirce who rziied Zebedee Ray (grandson of Thomas Ray of -Franklin and Wake Co., NC). Please fill us 

in on Clara's Upchurch ancestors! 

Best regards, 
	 Janet 

C• 
	 3D 0104 zit k LC 

Hi Janet--- 
With your message in hand it appears we may have the option of doing some digging to 

get a few th-rrigs straight. Note that the attachment to my 23 APR 2010 letter to you states 
that the 180E marriage of John Pearce b. 1766 was to an Upchurch lady presumed to be the 
GD/O Richard Upchurch,II. called by various names-Clara Frances U., Frances A. U, and 
Frances U. M feeling is that there are two ladies here, one a daughter of Benjarrain U and one 
a daughter ct Ridnard U.,IIL Beth of these first cousin females married a Pearce. As I study 
the matter lam new unsure which Frances married which Pearce. One of the husbands was 
Sohn Pearce b_ 1766 he being the son of ff1athan Pearce, I b. 1735 and being the brother of 
the Elizabeth Pearce who married your Thomas Ray. The other husband %teas John Pearce, II 
b. 1787 ,son of Philip Pearce b. 1754. 

One of the couples stayed in NC and I have a large collection of descendants of this couple 
the uncertainty of the parentaoe of both husband and wife notwithstanding. 

The other duple moved to IN and it is from this couple that a daughter Martha Pierce 
appeared an for whom you have contact with living descendants. I am assuming that you or 
they have good records for this family. If I can be provided with an outline of this family I will 
study it going backwards to see if I can get to the point where we begin to learn more about 
the two coup'es and their parentage. If you have all ready sent whatl request just give me a 
clue and I will go over the data. 

I feel we nay be close to peeling back a few pages of history. If my comments above need 
to be set straight in any way please let me know. 

Please be patient with me as I have two major out-of-state trips planned between now 
and June 15 and that always otters mind and desk. 

Phil Upchurch 



o, 

ig /INC Eis 

Re, -nut m ClAAAA eit S''v? 1  n Ecalgoe C F AocA44-6,-; 60, 4)0 r 

o1 /4A-1.4x-t. tk 	,69.AA.4.4 /1--e 

kik 4- 5  so stiLt.0-0) 	 fro( ide---1.444,t-m). 

4.4.A.v_txt 	5CAA- rawesa 
As2-otzioc.  eysfrtai, Aim) 

o 
NE MEW • 	 P-24A-e_A_ 4 	V7 sit 	1:-40_„_trii, 	DA 713.A...-/A-"A.A.4 A 

U C-1..e . 4442),I.A, 	 tit )444 C) L1C).a.A.A_ tA. E 

CkailaL 	 "%PA 1/14,litaAit l/ti-a • 

) 	1 	144 z AA/ rt. fr9/1 &IL/LAI 	cwut, 4 1 8 tte .ta•-•‘249  

11-1A4_ AM-', A,ti or..4-TAI ea- drat_ Z ..444,‘‘,A ACIL 0 X 1i 

A IA-ta A.-14 41.44A-ir 

4  A7tm it.D? 044 a 40-t, 601 1-AL/Ct-'14 

Zcz-e-ti ..1-t4 	6  21-- a t-• Li a efAavt;41 'V" 414 1--- 

"e-AiLt"-is Mal' .2)r ,./A At  4k., 2 A4 	itszi  

ko 	7134-0"-tAi 	r.LA- oidati.A1 	ZIA.A. 	----1---PIA-arer- 

A4-at 	 zukt, 

-5 /1 411F4,3,-(44-- R 
riAnk 1B Z9 LwcWei )3),„1„, /7a 1 . nota 

0-"Alt;e-E-di  J2-t-tp-kAA-o- 	ded -(4,itutk 	LA' a-t- 

ic 40~24_ Lk yo (1.444.12. 2A em MA4_ 	44A-4-0-4. 2A 1A-44-€52-4:w4- 

lAza-9-04 	3/4  94LA-14,1_, tra 6-0 itf-t4 etA--e,( 	ffr 

lazes' cf-Z 	 c /17.a "„e 
(+at., exact,ta / Dec Aroc? - 

itt,31-1As, NAIL, pea_ ‘<A.  

/0 3-0 tti30 	fAc etaidcltea 	RP4-( 
iy_ Gem, P;ta.piat  tt -6- Mc 9.6eL ,-( 4a-tte a DR3 -nice 1 	C SPOB 	ega.t.ot_. 4/24- 	6f../..„. 

I/ 

	

:7- w-7 4_41 	 • 

is 



C L 4-474 	4yfrvc 	 ASD —  2-- 13  

19. JOHNS PEARCE (PH/LL/P5, NATHAN, NATHAN3, PHILL1P2, GEORGE') was born November 10, 1787 
in Franklin Co., NC. He married FRANCES UPCHURCH December 1, 1808 in Franklin Co., NCB, 
dau 	ter of RICHARD UPCHURCH and SUSANNAH PACE. She was born Abt. 1790 in Franklin Co., 
NC. 	 p,re.)1,4-Ap 	2,7v0 

Children of JOHN PEARCE and FRANCES UPCHURCH are: 
i. JANE' PEARCE, m. CLEM ALFORD, March 10, 1840. 
ii. PRISCILLA PEARCE, m. ARCHIBALD ALFORD, December 8, 1835, 

Franklin Co., NC. 	 R a shipbo 45 LucrN014 

iii. SIDNEY PEARCE, m. PAM MITCHELL. YilD 	l'EviDegT04) /14-r r C11-&-  
iv. JACK PEARCE, b. Abt. 1810. aoki-A) P 64 Ac 	 —•6)4,055 

v. BENJAMIN PEARCE, CSA, b. November 11, 1816, Franklin Co., NC; 
d. August 30, 1904, Franklin Co., NC. 

vi. HARRIET PEARCE, b. Abt. 1818, Franklin Co., NC. 
vii. CLARA ANN PEARCE, b. October 9, 1825, Franklin Co., NC; d. 

September 8, 1912; Franklin Co., NC. 
viii. FANNIE PEARCE, b. Abt. 1831. 
ix. CALVIN PEARCE, CSA, b. Abt. 1833, Franklin Co., NC; d. Bef 1880, 

Franklin Co., NC. 
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P11161 Willie (Willis/Pea= 
M. 12 November 1823 Wake Can NC 

A 13  To Sally Hoggwood (Bondsman, Jinn Pierce) 
t P11162 Reedy Peace 

M. 27 Aogost1.816 Wake Co.. Ml 
AG 	To Gone 	(Bondsman, 11.-it1eberry Horton) 
0 P11163 Betsy Pear= 

P11164 Penny Pence 
M. 21 Marcia 1811 Vake Co., NC 
To Littlebeny Boom (Bondsrmaa. William Horton) 

P P11165 Patsy Pearce 
M. 19 Dec ember 1821 Wake Cm_ NC 

.611  T Cafe Newell (Bondsman, John Nowell) 
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P11122 Willie Pearce 	6 	94 -̀L7/4-41  

P11111 Charlotte Pearce 

	

M. to 	Upchirch 
P11112 Elizabeth Pearce 0 

M. 19 March 1808 Franklin Co., NC 
0 To Simian Carpenter 

P11113 Mary Pearce 

	

OM. to 	FerrYE 3-0 rih E5 P EAR '// SID 
P11114 Cherry Pearce CI 

M. 09 October 1815 Franklin Co., NC 
To Drewry Demon 
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Citedl< axEel el' NC MO 
P111 Nathan Pearce 

D. before 26 March 1796 (when Nancy Peirce, widow of Nathan Peirce, was  

granted her 612 and 113 acres of the land to be divided [Franklin Co., NC Will 
Book B. p. 36 (ref. 3)]) 

(maybe Weston) CC-'407"/ 	SA 'kr': hi 10 E.5  
C3 M. to Nancy 	 

Parents of ?, record of 6 children 
P1111 Stephen Pearce 

B. 	1756-17165 (less than 45 in 1800 Census and snore than 45 in 1810 Census 
for Franklin Co.. NC) 

D. in Wake Co., NC 
M. to Elizabeth 	 
Parents of 4 children 

P1112 Arthur Pearce 
D. before 26 Math 1796 When Nancy Peirce, widow of Arthur Peirce, wa 

granted 41 aces for her donverland [Franklin Co.„ NC Will Book B, p. 
36 (ref. 3)1) 

M. to Nancy 	 (see above) 
Parents of 2 duldren (Philip Peace was named guarnian for these children after 
Arthur's death) 

(1 P1113 Phillip Pearce (fought in the Amen= Revolutionary War) 333 
B. 1756-1765 (}monger than 43 in 1800 Census and older than 45 in 1811 

Census for Franklin Co.. NC) 
D. 	? buried old Bryant Stallings Graleyard, near Moccasin Creek in Frankli 

Co., NC 
M. 1778 

U To Nancy Bunn 
Parents of 6 children 

G P1114 Elizabeth Pearce 
B. 	ca 1766 North Carolina Re R. 	D 114 L 1R M o aw k Poiukt 

D. 	13 November 1844 Shelby Co., lit, buried RayKerater Cemetery, Shelby 
Co., IN 

1' M. Bond dated 29 March 1703 Fanklin Co., NC (Bondsman, Charles 
.CA 	Upchurch; Witness, J. Riad 

p To Thomas Ray [R12] (Son of fllliam Ray. Sr.) 
Parents of 7 children 

CI For record, see Thomas Ray [R12] 
P1115 John Pearce 

B. ca 1768 
D. 03 January 1845 (age 77 years) burikd Brandywine Center/Ray Cemetery, 

Shelby Co.. IN 

	

,A M. to Clarissa  c_rivrcs T-r 1/ 4'="2.1  Cott- R 	J.( 5 Lk  
Parents of ?, record of 1 child 	DA, g_Tz-iitit-g 

A P11151 Martha Pierce 
B. 	27 February 1812 North Carolina 
D. 30 January 1896 
M. 25 December 1832 (ode record) Shelby Co, IN 

6 To Zebedee Ray ER12131 Mu ofIlutson [12.1211and Margaret (Byerly) 
Ray] 

Parents of 12 children 
t3 For record, see Zebedee Ray [R1213] ell  

CI P1116 James Pearce 	b Padevl' 11)5E9 
D. before 179Franklin Co., NC (Guardian accank for his children was 

assumed byThillip Pearce Iran theformer gnarl:810am Martin (Franklin 
Co. NC Will Book C, p.400391hornas Ray [R12] was the administrator for 
James Peace's estate (Fr-dream Co., NC Will Back B, p. 19].) 

M. to Mary 	(because she received one-third of the estate of James 
Pearce) 
Parents of 5 children (named as orphans, would hate been minors in 1795 
when their father died) 
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DeErasidon of balm fierce 

 

Star of Indianallanoock county Be ittnown on this the 18th day of Mayin the year 1842 Before 
meAnalrew F. Entfidd a Justice of thePeace of Snif county of Hancock finally appeared John 
Pierre a residentof Said county aged .35 years of Saind mind and memors who being by me duly 
Swam on his obi Seith that he is thelbrother of Elizabeth Ray of Shelby; county Indiana who is 
thewidow of Thamas Ray desceased riko died in Sid county of Shelby Twelve years ago last faul 
dmin-  g the revolitiomry war and froix the earliest recollection of this deponant he resided in the 
conty of Fro/11in near the line of vice county in the State of Nocth caiolina with his fathers 
family and a nerneighbour to the father and famiaw of Said Thomas Raywhile the Said war was 
raging in Carolina aid other Sortheot States about the faul of tie par 1779 and when this 
depenaint was a fad he thinks abort 13or 14 yearsof age the Said Thor= Ray being thereabout 
twoyears or upwards older than this deponant hethe Said Thomas wasdrafted to Serve in the 
army for 3 monhs it was understood at that time among the family and neighbours that Said 
Thanas was ncequite of Sufficimt air to be drafted but his father dd outgo to prove his age and 
hell-lamas wert wide Several others d the neighbours and Served and when his term ecpired he 
hrial as a Substitute for one of the neitabours Jacob Wheeler for 3 month and after that time was 
outhe returned home hut was very Sion called oat again and went Stal on from one campaign 
to another till tie war was about threw in that partof the country I thinkhe must have served in 
all gear two yeas from the ganeral conversation rod report in the xeigirtourhood he was in the 
bat at Eutaw wrings he came homeSoon after that battle with a Mghtwound ori his neck and 
aneEier on his foot he brought home one of the redcoats of the brittish there ware Several persons 
who I know out in the Service al theSame time t wit—John SegravesSen John Si zraves Jun 
Chafes Ray hu&Dn Ray Jefse hub Join Pierce Rickard Pierce William \eeler Shdrach Medlin 
Pfulbert Peirce John Rainwater Anderson Nunery James Peirce Joseph Perry Roger Craig andrew 
Jactson John Martin Starling Cooper Tanner afford who was a Magerin the Service I do not 
knew where any of these persons arenr wheatherany of then are livingEccept I have had a late 
acxnunt from Andrew Jackson he was yet alive at that time Hudson. Ray was wounded in battle 
anidied in the bauTiral and Charles lay died a prisonzc with the Btitisithey ware both Brothers 
toSaid Thomas the next winter afterthe war was over in those pais de Said Thomas Ray and 
my Sister Elizabeth was Married at my fathers residence in franktm comity by Tanner Alford a 
Mtgistrate I was present and Saw tern Married they lived Together until the death of Said 
Thtmas Ray as above mentioned theykad Several children to wit—ardscoa Ray James Ray Gilley 
Raj Sarah Ray Susanna Ray Martha lay and Chaney Ray this demi= cannot State positively 
that he is ecactly correct as to the dam or as to his own age or the ageof said Thomas Ray the 
family Recordsaf this deponants father- and familywas given up in the tine of the 'war to be Sold 
to ay ecpencesof the war this depooant remembers that Some man carte to his fathers house for 
Bey or property for that purpose ard his father had nothing for theszbut the Bible which he 
Gage up and the hal the record of tbEir ages in kElizabeth the wirSowcf Said Thomas is about 
Ma years older then this deponant 

his 
(Signed JOiXt ES) Pierce 

mark 

Witnesses-- 
Wiey Wray 
Janes M. McCurkhlll (?) 

Swam to and Sebscribd the day and sear first above wriaten----Andrew F. Hatficeld 
Justiceof the Peace 
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Zeebedee was the third dal of Hutson Ray [11121] and Margaret Byerly. Zeebedee's Bible 
was entitled Bide:. New Testunect of our Lord and Saviour Jecirs Christ, translated of the original 
Greek and with the former oar/stations diligently compared and revised. (Philadelphia, William 
W. Harding), dated 186-4 bra c&u.o.oe.it information about the Bible's guardian). 
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R1213 ZEEBEDFF RAY 	Of* G4,51,4 

17.61-/4 

R1213 Zeebedee Ray (name spelled Zebedie in Bile record) 
B. 24 Marcia 1811 Randolph Co., NC (Bible record) 
D. 01 November 1893 (Bible record) (age 57 years) buried 

Cemetery. Shelby Co., IN 
M. 25 December 188 Shelby Co., IN (Bide record) 
To 	Martha pierce [Duaghier of John and Clarissa Pierce. John 

Brandywine Center/Ray 

Pierce was the brother of 
Elizeibetia Pearce who married Thomas Ray [R12], Zeebedee's grandfather. John 
Pierce diied 03 Janzary 1845 (age 77 years) and is buried in the Brandywine Center/Ray 
Cemetery. Shelby Ca, IN, beside his sister Elizabeth (Pearce) Ray.] 
B. 	27 February 1812 North Carolina (Bible record) 
D. 30. January 1896 (Bible record) (age 83 years-11 months-3 days) buried 

Brandy-wine Ceres/Ray Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN 
Parents of 12' children 
R12131 Reuben Ray 

B. 	01 December 1833 Shelby Cc., IN (Bible record) 
D. 01 July 1834 (Cemetery r.i.ord; Bible record has only July 1834) buried 

BrandywineCerzer/Ray Cemetery. Shelby Co., IN 
R12132 Tency (Bible record) (Jennice?) Ray 

B. 	27 August 1834 (Bible record has 27 August 1835) Shelby Co., IN 
D. 	07 September 185 (Cemetery and Bible records) baled Brandywine Center/Ray 

Ce.rnetery, Shelby Co., IN 
M. Oa January 1857 
To Samuel Brom 
Parents of 2 children 
R12132-1 Robert M. Sown (Residence: Mount Pleasant, IA) 

B. 1858 
Parent of I child 
R12132-11 liZuth Brown 

R12132-2 Minnie Brown 
M_ to Rev.. 	Foster 

R12133 William Ray 
B. 	27 January 1837 (Bible and Cemetery records) Shelby Co., IN 
D. 	18 October 1908 buried Brandywine Center/Ray Cesne.tery, Shelby Co., IN 
Id. 27 November 1852 
To Elizabeth Willianw 

B. 	01 October /842 
D. 	20 October 1921 buried Brandywine Center/Ray Cemetery, Shelby Co., IN 

Parents of 4 chilcken 
R12133-1 Emma May Ray 

B.. 	1865 
D. 	1942 bwiedBrandywine Center/Ray Cemetery. Shelby Co., IN (under name 

of Emma Mtty Kanoose) 	 l3e,45 1'1 G ifk 	Frizt M1 	11 Mardi 1888 	 pe a r__C  kr  ttiVEX RP47 
To Benekt Hasler 	

PG (s 	rok Po 0-45'0 



1725 

1752 

Age: 27 

1796 
N::1 

Age: 71 

Birth 
Isle of Wight Co., Virginia 
Based on his being 21 years old (an adult) in his first documented 
land record. 

Marriage to Ann IVestray 
isle of Wight Co., Virginia 
Date is "probabiy", but definitely before 1755 (the date of Ann's 
father's death). See attached story for documentation sources for 
Ann's name and parents. 

Death 
Franklin Co., North Carolina 

Family Members 

Parents 

Phillip Pearce (Sr.) 
1684 - 1728 

Sarah  
- 1738 

Show siblings 

Spouse & Children - 

Ann Westray  
1735 -1810 

Arthur Pierce 
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Nathan Pearce 
Birth abt 1725 in Isle of .,,vtgOt CO„. Virginia 

Death bef 26 Mar 1796 in Franklin Co., North Carolina 
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James Pierce 

Philip Pierce 

Stephen Pierce 

mg Elizabeth (Betsey) Pearce 
ILA 1766 -1844 

John Simon Pierce 
1768 -1845 


