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Labe, Reuben, Anderson, Marion
and Matt; Andrew Turner, Jake
Givans and his sons, Gabe, Jim
and John; Uncle Dick Haynes,
'Buck' Allen, Randell Allen and
Edmond Allen; the Lansdowns,
Swearengins and Brixeys.

In Williams Hollow were Ady
Howard, Bill Davis, Iziah Hammons
and his two sons, Ben and'Pumpkin
Bill'; Joe and John Garrison and
several boys; Bill Evans and Mr.
Killian,

South of Arno on Beaver were Jim
Haynes and his sons, Eph, Joe,
Cal, Ebb, 'Little Dick' and John;

John Stacy, storekeeper near Arno,

and his two brothers Luke and
Bill; James Howard and many sons
and daughters; George Washington
Davis and three sons, J. T.,
James L., and Billy; Bill Kester
and son, Ike; Alf Starnes; A. M.
Stafford; Dr. Henry Day and his
son, Henry; Sam Day, John Cox
and sons, John and Solomon; Joe
Lethco; ‘and Joseph Lyons, killed
by bushwhackers in August 1862,
and his sons, Orville, Irvin and
Mack. There are many others I
could name, but this is enough
to tell you that I have been
there.

I spent a week in Douglas County

‘in August, 1926, and I met only

one man that had gone to school
there when I did; that was Reuben
Hartley.

This article was written by J. M.
Turner, date unknown and copied
from the files of the Douglas
County Herald.
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“My family's ancestry is very
old," said one club member try-

ing to impress the group. "We

can be traced back to the early
kings of Europe." Then turning
to a lady sitting nearby, she
asked, "And how old is your
family, my dear?" "I really
don't know," replied the lady
with a sweet smile., "All our

family records were lost in
thea oreat flanA W
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A REMINISCENT LOOK AT AVA

Ava, Missouri was named platted
and located on fifty acres'of
land by James Hailey in 1871.
In 1870, the voters of Douglas
County voted to move the county
seat to or near the center of
the county and the forty acre
tract (SW%SE% Section 11, Town-
ship 26, Range 16) being near
the center of the county and
vacant, the county, at a cost
of $50.00 cash, entered this
forty and acquiring ten acres
off the NW%NE% Section 14, from
Stephen S, Potter, established
the village of Ava, as required
to establish a village.

The commissioners appointed to
locate the county seat were.
James Hailey, Lock Alsup and
Judge Martin, and it was sur-
veyed by the county surveyor,
The square was laid out 100
yards ‘square and the lots,
blocks, streets and alleys were
laid out around the square.

The county built a two-story
court house, the upper room for
the circuit court room and the
lower floor for county offices,
In 1872, this court house
burned and the county acquired
a two-story building located
where Citizens Bank now stands
from Clay Leslie of Marshfield,
who was erecting it for a mer-
cantile building. It also
burned in 1886 and the citizens
built, by subscription, a build-
ing in the center of the square
in 1887. It was used as a
court house until the present
court house was built.

In 1879, M. C. Reynolds and W. C.
Kelton built the first store in
Ava, located where the Ava
Market is now. About the same
time, a saloon was built at the
present site of the Herald
Office and about the same time,
three log dwellings and black-
smith shop were also built.
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Thls school continued a grow-
ing success during the 1870's,
'80's and '90's.

According to a February, 1890
item from the Douglas County
Herald, "The Arno Normal School
under the supervision of Prof's,
.T. A. Kay and Morris are making.
fine progress. Captain Sam Tur-
ner has just completed a new
koarding house for students”.
This boarding house was for boy
-students and teachers. The girls
boarded with area families for
one dollar a week. .

.In August of 1899, the Arno
Normal School had its third re-
union. Among those attending
were: Prof. Thurman, Rev. Scog
gins, Kenneth Burdett, T. W.
Davis, Miss Joan Percy, Mrs.
Sallie Adams and T, A. Kay.

In 1923, the state legislature
passed a law enabling Arno to
secure a 'Job High School'. This
was a two-year high school. The
two-story building housed grades
one through eight on the first
floor and grades nine and ten on
the second floor. One of the
teachers was Mrs. John Bragg.

This school continued with suc-
cess until the mid-1930's when
‘better ‘roads came with more cars
and high school students started
going to Ava High School. The
elementary school continued un-
til 1955, Boyd Wise was the last
teacher. Arno School was voted
into-Ava Reorganized District #1
in 1955,

The local blacksmith was a very
important member of the town.
Arno blacksmiths were as follows:

Simon Lakey--served before 1875
m Shelton 1881-1886
Dudley Pettit. . 1886-1896
He also operated a livery-barn.
Aus, Herrell 1900-1920
Lum. Snow : 1920-1935
With the coming of the auto-
mobile and better roads, the

village blacksmith was not needed
as often.

Arno Postmasters were as

follows:
William J. Turner 1857-1861

Samuel Turner 1867-1892

Sallie J. Turner appointed °
April 12, 1892

Samuel E. Turner appointed
July 29, 1897

Thomas C. Hutton appointed
February 8, 1901

John Allen appointed
October 28, 1904

Anderson F. Hartley appointed
September 28, 1906

William E. Denny appointed
November 6, 1908

Archelaus C. Craft appointed
October 18, 1909

William R. Blair appointed
April 18, 1910

Ransom B. Swayne appointed
March 5, 1913

Charles E. Yeoman appointed
December 7, 1914

Robert Blair appointed

June 11, 1919

Sadie Blair appointed

June 16, 1920

Jasper Newton Pellham appointed
November 30, 1920

Tom Pellham appointed

June 25, 1923

Leo J. Cox appointed

March 30, 1927

- The Arno Post Office was
discontinued on February 19,
1933.

Merchants at Arno, as many
as I could find, were: Samuel
Turner, Mrs. Samuel Turner,
G. W. D. Pettit, Ned Turner,
Doc Hutton, William (Bill)
Denny, Frank Hartley, Erwin
Denny, Jasper Pellham, Leo J.
Cox and Cecil Creech.

In 1927, Mr. Leo J. Cox re-
modeled the second story of

- the building into living

quarters for his fawily. He
employed five men to take care
of the egg deliveries, supply
truck from Springfield and
sweet cream route. The store
had dry goods, hardware, jewel-
ry, colt revolvers, Springfield
wagons, and the post office.
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in gold. At that time, there
were no banks in this part of the
country., Richard passed away at
the age of 92, having spent 88
years in Douglas County,

We moved to the Gentryville Com-
munity on April 21,.1916, On
June 5, 1916, a tornado destroyed
our home which had just been
built and some new furniture
which had not even been set up.
One horse was killed and the
growing crops were destroyed. All
of our children were born and
reared there, attending grade
school and then Ava High School.
They walked two miles to the bus
line, the oldest one riding the
first day it run. The kerosene
lamps would be burning when they
left in the morning and when

they got home at night., I toiled
from early until late cooking the
meals on the wood burning stove,
washing the clothes on a scrub
board, ironing with sad iron
heated on the stove, scrubbing
the bare floors with sand and
making our own clothes on a
treadle sewing machine,

After 42 years of farming, we
have seen many changes from the
horse-drawn threshing.machines to
the combines of today. I have
cooked three days at a time for
20 to 25 men of a threshing crew,
following a horse drawn machine.
When the steam engine, that is
now on display here, came along
gelthought it was quite wonder-
ful,

This article was written by Mrs.
Ed Dobbs in 1957 and reprinted
from the files of the Douglas
County Herald by Barbara DeVore.
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EARLY HISTORY OF DOUGLAS COUNTY

It is surprising how much can take
place in a single neighborhood .
during the life of an ordinary
person. I was born at Arno (then
in Taney County) November 3, 1849,
the seventh child of William and
Hannah-West Turner. That was our
home until May 16, 1864.

Being considered a weakly boy, my
job was to look after the cattle,
horses and sheep on the range
during the summer time. On the
back of 'Old Kate', I roamed over
the hills for a radius of several
miles, and learned the location

of the residences. There was no
town where Ava now stands. The
neighborhood was known as 'Cali-
fornia Barrens'. As I remember

the residents, there were John King,
killed by bushwhackers, together
with James Howard, John Kirby, Mark
Qggggr, and one other whose name I
can t recall, on May 18, 1864. Jake
Wells; Bata Day; William (Buzz)
Anderson and Dr. James Pack were
also residents of the area.

Further away were the Yandells,
Singletons, and the village black-
smith Simon Lakey; Henry Manning;
Mose and John Miller. Further
north was the Mallonee Family; Sam
Turner (my brother) and Jess and
Bill HUffman. Over east were the
Spurlocks; Dave and Luke Marler;
Zeke Eslick; Bill Wells and Bill
and Tom Proctor.

On Cowskin, north of Arno, were
Jake Yont, 0ld George Harrison and
his son, George, who died in the
army at Rolla in 1863; the
Morrisons; Drew Ritter and his sons,
Matt, Jake, John and other Huffmans
on Casto: Clell, Joe and Jim
Ellison; Uncle Jakie Silvey and his .
sons, Tom, Jack, Bill and Berry.
Also, the Bob Clinkingbeards, his
sons, John and little Bob, the
Braggs and Brazeals.

On Beaver, north were Grandad James
Turner and his son, James Turner
and his son, James; Levi Hunt;
Andrew Hartley and his soms, Bill,
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Ava, Missouri

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ava is the only incorporated city in Douglas County,
Missouri, United States. The population was 2,993 at
the 2010 census. Ava is the county seat of Douglas
County[4]. The city was founded in 1871 and was
named Ava in 1881 after being renamed from the

town's original name, Militia Springs.
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Geography

Ava is located at 36°57'19"N 92°39'47"W (36.955176,

-92.6631 14)[5]. According to the United States Census
Bureau, the city has a total area of 3.1 square miles

(8.0 km?), all of it land.

History

The area was settled during the 1830s and Douglas
County was incorporated in 1857 with Vera Cruz as
county seat. In 1864 the town of Militia Springs was
founded and became the new county seat in 1870. The
town was platted in 1871 and renamed Ava in 1881
although not incorporated until 1908.1] Militia
Springs was the location of an encampment of Union

soldiers or Missouri Militia during the Civil War 7l

During and following the Civil War a dispute was

hitp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ava, Missouri
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ongoing regarding the county seat between Vera Cruz to the east and Arno to the west. In 1871 the citizens
of Militia Springs built a court house building and moved the records there as a compromise. However, the
building was burned and then rebuilt of hand hewn timbers rather than logs and re-opened in January 1873.

The court house was burned again in 1886 and replaced in 1888.1%] The current court house on the southeast

8/31/2012 9:39 AM
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corner of the town square was constructed in 1937.81

in 1910 the Kansas City, Ozark and Southern Railroad was extended from Mansfield south to AYa to se.rvice
the growing agricultural and lumbering industries of Douglas County. The railroad was in operation until

1935.9

A city park located on 6th Street is Militia Springs Park. It has a play area and pavilion.[m]

Demographics

As of the census?! of 2000, there were Historical populations

3,021 people, 1,350 households, and 764 Census Pop. %o

families residing in the city. The population 1880 134 —_

density was 973.0 people per square mile 1890 221 64.9%

(376.3/km?). There were 1,493 housing 1910 713 —

units at an average density of 480.9 per 1920 845 18.5%

square mile (186.0/km?). The racial makeup 1930 1,041 23.9%

of the city was 96.79% White, 0.13% 1940 1.393 33.8%

African American, 0.66% Native 1950 1’ 611 15.6%

American, 0.43% Asian, 0.03% Pacific > .

Islander, 0.26% from other races, and 1960 1,581 -1.9 OA’

1.69% from two or more races. Hispanic or 1970 2,504 58.4%

Latino of any race were 1.36% of the 1980 2,761 10.3%

population. 1990 2,938 6.4%
2000 3,021 2.8%

There were 1,350 households out of which 2010 2,993 -0.9%

27.3% had children under the age of 18 U.S. Decennial Census (http://www.census. gov/prod/www/abs/decemmial/)

living with them, 43.0% were married

couples living together, 10.5% had a female householder with no husband present, and 43.4% were
non-families. 39.3% of all households were made up of individuals and 23.3% had someone living alone who
was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.21 and the average family size was 2.96.

In the city the population was spread out with 25.4% under the age of 18, 8.3% from 18 to 24, 24.0% from
25 t0 44, 19.3% from 45 to 64, and 23.0% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 38 years.
For every 100 females there were 79.2 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 73.1
males.

The median income for a household in the city was $22,331, and the median income for a family was
$28,228. Males had a median income of $25,865 versus $16,324 for females. The per capita income for the
city was $13,307. About 16.0% of families and 21.7% of the population were below the poverty line,
including 27.3% of those under age 18 and 25.8% of those age 65 or over.

References

1. ~ April 2011 City News - City of Ava Missouri /2011/08/City-Page-April.pdf)
(http://avamissouri.org/wp-content/uploads

20f3 8/31/2012 9:39 AM
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Wisconsin. They lived in Muscatine, IA. where he
operated a stave mill. Oscar employed many Dou-
glas County people who were looking for work
and needed temporary jobs.

Three Bishop Girls, Norma, Helen and Glenda

Two of Oscar Bishop’s daughters returned to
live in Douglas County in the 1990s. Glen and
Helen Bishop Snider bought land near Coldsprings.
Glenda Bishop Hartsock bought land her parents
once owned and she lives near Champion. Gary
and Norma Bishop Thornton reside in Kansas.

Arthur lived in Douglas County his entire
life. Walter, Don and Christopher Bishop carry
on the Bishop name in Douglas County. Submit-
ted by Helen Bishop Snider.

BLAIR - The Blair family began to leave eastern
Kentucky about the turn of the century after min-
ing companies began buying land over the newly
discovered coal fields. Some of them moved to
Tennessee, Virginia or other parts of Kentucky in
search of suitable farm land. Henry and Abner
decided to come to Douglas County, MO.

Henry Blair was born in Harlin County, KY,
in 1845. His parents, John and Mary McKnight
Blair were natives of Kentucky and Ohio respec-
tively. They had 11 children: Anthony, Henry,
Thomas, Katie, Samuel, Apperson, Jacob, Joseph,
Easter, Jennie and Abner.

Young Henry married Mary Huff, daughter
of Elisha and Sally Creech Huff, in 1866. They
had eight children: Elisha, Susan, Sally, John, Isaac,
Stephen, Savanna and Robert. In 1903, they bought
the Sam Turner place at Arno from the Turner
heir and shipped by rail the household furnishings
and livestock.

Blair Family, John Blair, Gertrude Blair (stand-
ing) Mabel Hartley

All of the unmarried children and a widowed
sister, Susan, and her two children, Mary and Coy
Rice, came with their parents to the beautiful
southern style house on the bank of Cowskin
Creek. The barn was also an unusual building on
the side of the hill with a drive-in hay loft. Henry
and Mary both died in the 1920s. They and seven
of their eight children are buried in the Amo Cem-
etery overlooking the family home and the beau-
tiful valley below.

108

One by one the children married, yet they
never moved far away from the family farm. Some
of them lived in their own homes on the home
place. It was a close knit family, they loved living
together.

John was the last to marry at 38 years of age.
He married Ethel Upson Hartley daughter of Fred
and Julia Barker Upson. She had two children, Glen
and Mabel Hartley, from a former marriage. When
they were first married they, also, lived in the big
house for a year or two. Their first children, a pair
of twins, were born there but only lived three
weeks. Later John built a house in Williams Hol-
low where Gertrude was born in 1918, Then they
moved back to Arno to the house by the school
house which belonged to the family. Anna was
born in this house in 1920. In December 1920,
they moved to Isabella in Ozark County.

After the children were grown and married
they moved back to Arno in 1945, where they
lived until they moved to Ava shortly before John's
death in 1957.

Glen married Saless Herd in Ozark County
and had five children: Mary Ann, Bob, Ruby,
Sharon and Ronald. Mabel married Ulys Schofield,
Ozark County and had three children: Gene.
Donald and Robert. Anna married Joe Murphy of
Almartha and had three boys: Arthur and twins,
Dwain and John. Gertrude married William
McDonald of Ava had one son: Richard.

Only a few of Henry and Mary’s descendants
live in Douglas County now. Most of them moved
farther west to find work during WWII.

BLANKENSHIP - Charley Blankenship lived in
Miller Township of Douglas County, about 1880.
He was married to Esther Goforth and they had
one son, Floyd. Esther died in childbirth with a
second son who died also. Esther and the baby are
buried in the Stutler Cemetery which has since
been washed away by Bryant Creek. Charley
isburied in the Prairie Hollow Cemetery.

Floyd Blankenship, their son, attended school
at Peavine. Floyd married Gladys Burris in 1924
Gladys was the daughter of Jim Wes Burris and
Anna Andrews Burris.

Anna Andrews’ mother was Tennessee
Upchurch who was the daughter of John Upchurch.
John, Austin and Shadrach Upchurch who were
brothers came by wagon train with their families
to Missouri after the Civil War, from Kentucky.

Floyd and Gladys Blankenship moved to a
farm next to Huffman School on Bryant Creek in
1925. Their son, Johnnie was nine months old
when they moved to the farm. Another son, Floyd
Duane was born on the farm. Floyd and Gladys
lived on this place for 60 years or until they died.
They are buried in the Prairie Hollow Cemetery.
Floyd Duane still owns this farm which makes 69
years it has been in the Blankenship family.

Floyd, Gladys, Johnnie and Floyd Duane
Blankenship

Johnnie and Floyd Duane both attended
Huffman Grade School and graduated from

Mansfield High School. Johnnie’s history follows
in another article.

Floyd Duane graduated from SMSU and re-
ceived an MA degree and also a doctorate from
Washington University in St. Louis, MO. He mar-
ried Janice Gibson from Springfield. Floyd Duane
and Janice have two sons, Jacky and Charles, and
one daughter, Karen.

Floyd Duane retired after teaching and also
as superintendent of schools of Seymour School
System. Janice is a Realtor and they reside at
Seymour.

BLANKENSHIP - Johnnie Blankenship, eldest
son of Floyd and Gladys Burris Blankenship gradu-
ated from Mansfield High School. In 1946, Johnnie
was drafted into the U.S. Army and served in the
Quartermasters Corps where he trucked supplies
from one unit to another. Johnnie served a tour of
duty in Japan and observed the damage by the
atomic bomb.

Johnnie met his future wife, Loretta Denney,
who was teaching school at Huffman when he re-
turned home from overseas. Loretta was the
daughter of Lonnie J. and Lilly Cole Denney.

Loretta graduated from Ava High School in
1945, She attended Southwest Baptist College in
Bolivar and Southwest Missouri State College in
Springfield. Loretta taught school at Gentry and
Huffman and finished a term at East Fairview.

Johnnie and Loretta bought the Jesse Pugh
place farther down Bryant Creek from the
Blankenship farm. They also owned the old Homer
Roy place where U Highway crosses Bryant Creek
“the ole swimmin® hole.” They operated a Grade
A dairy farm where they milked Holstein cows by
pipeline milkers. Johnnie and Loretta continued
this operation for 40 years until Johnnie died in
1991. Johnnie is buried in the Ava Cemetery.

Johnnie Blankenship Family

Johnnie and Loretta had two children, Rob-
ert William and Rebecca Jane. Bobby’s history
follows this article.

Becky graduated from Mansfield High School
and Southwest Missouri State University. Becky
received a BS degree in marketing and manage-
ment and is currently employed by Advanced Tech-
nologies, Inc. in Springfield.

Becky married Randy Bacon from Lebanon.
Randy also graduated from SMSU with a BS de-
gree. Randy graduated Summa Cum Laude. He is
employed by M.W.M. Dexter Printing Company
in Springfield.

BLANKENSHIP - Robert William or Bobby
Blankenship is the son of Johnnie and Loretta
Denney Blankenship. He attended and graduated
from the Mansfield School System. Bobby gradu-
ated from SMSU in 1977 with a BS degree in Ag-
riculture. During those year Bobby was employed
at Kraft Foods in Springfield.

Bobby married Vicki Sue Towe, daughter of
Robert and Opal Hull Towe. Vicki graduated from
Mansfield High School as the valedictorian of her




try. After the death of Robert Gentry, Meda mar-
ried John Billingsley and their children were_ Jim,
Bart and Clarence

Artamesa “Artie” married Albert Mize. Their
children were Grace, Péarl Esther, Azella and
Albert Curtis.

Grace married Horace Hamby. They had no
children. She was married to Leroy Hall and they
adopted a daughter, Angel Rose. Angel Rose died
as a child.

Pearl was married to William Wesley Haskins
and they had a daughter, Winifred, who married
Wendell Ford. They lived in Longview, TX. Pearl
later married Robert Spengler, then Clinton
Leighnor.

Azella Mize married Jack Walker and they
had a son, Marvin Douglas who lived only a day.
Azella later married Wallace Tuell.

Curtis Mize married Martha Williman. They
had a son, Ray. Ray Mize married Tommie West
and they had Connie, Peggy and Tammy.

George Mansfield Cole married Teenie Reed.
They lived in California. George was a blacksmith
and helped in the building of the steps to the top
of Moro Rock in General Grant Park among the
glant redwood trees. Their children were Colonie,
Cleora, Chloris, Choice and Churl.

Lydia Ann “Dollie” married Alexander
Wendt. Their children were Andrew, Bertha and
Carl,

Elberta “B" married Tom Miller. Their chil-
dren were Claude and Lawrence. Elberta also mar-
ried a Bidwell and a Swain.

Elizabeth Delphine “Della” or “Helen” was
married to Charles Stump, no children and then
she was married to William Holmes and there were
no children.

George Washington Cole and his family home-
steaded a place on Cowskin Creek, north and. west
of Ava. They acquired neighboring farms. George
was able to either give each son a farm or send
them to school in Ava. Winburn went on to be-
come a doctor. Submitted by Eula Dunnegan.

NP

COLE - We moved to Douglas County in 1926,
onto an 80 acre farm about two miles northwest
of the Goodville store and we went to school at
Oak Grove, which was about a half mile south.

There were 10 children in the Gurley Cole
family, with all but two of them attending the Oak
Grove School, which was taught, at different times,
by Mrs. Adtkins, Sam Headly, and Nellie Davis
McClean.

Children of the Cole family included, the old-
est, Fern, Byron, Lois, Gurley Jr., Kermit, Kinnard,
Donald, Roger, Laura and Wanda.

Attending school at the same time was stu-
dents from the following families: Ed and Ray
Rust, Housley children, McClean children, Hazel
Sellars, Holt children, Davidson children, Staples
children, Everts children, Joe Kennedy, Quick chil-
dren, Rhodes children, and others which I can't
remember.

Among others, we attended the Fairmont and
Goodville churches, where we also met a lot of
friends.

Although the Ozark farm took most of our
time we still had time to rabbit and squirrel hunt,
fish at Clifty and Fox Creek and take long prowls
through the woods and hollows, ticks, chiggers,
copperheads and all. And hunt those delicious mo-
rel mushrooms.

Although a few of my brothers and sisters
have been able to return to that old homestead on
the farm to Market Road for a brief visit and
repast, I, myself have never been back, although [
still may make it if I live long enough. Although I
am now publishing a newspaper, Home Reporter,
it takes a lot of time and vacations, time off, etc.

must be planned pretty far ahead. My folks, Gurley
and Amelia are dead. I lost one brother in WWII,
Kermit. My youngest sister, Wanda, died in the
60s. And my oldest brother, Byron, died in 1990.
The rest of the family is still alive and pretty well
scattered over and around the northwest. Submit-
ted by Don Cole.

COLE - Martin Cole was born in 1800 and died
1870. He and his wife, Mary, came to Douglas
County in 1847, from North Carolina. Their chil-
dren were William: Mary Ann, who married
Charley Denney; Susan “Sukie,” who married
Winburn Hicks; Polly, who married Marion Barnes;
and Frances, who never married. Our ancestor was
George Washington Cole, born 1826, died 1903.
George and Bill served in the Union Army during
the Civil War. They returned from the War and
married sisters; George married Nancy Stewart.

The children of George and Nancy Stewart
were Leon de Segels who was known as “Coon.”
Coon was ,born in 1861, and married Sleta
Robertson. Their children were Edward and Ethel
Pansy.

William Martin, born 1863, died 1941. He
married Roena Upchurch. She was the daughter of
Shadrach and Jane Craig Upchurch and was born
1861, and died in 1939. Their children were Lily,
Ruby, Clark and Obra.

Alexander “Alec” was born in 1866. He mar-
ried Melissa Anderson and they had a daughter,
Viva, who married Gene Connor.

Nancy Stewart Cole died and George married
Naomi Long. Submitted by Eula Dunnegan.

COLE - William Martin Cole was the son of
George and Nancy Stewart Cole and the grandson
of Martin Cole who came to Douglas County from
North Carolina.

William had the homestead place. After his
death in 1941, the homestead was farmed by Lilly
and her husband, Kooch Denney. In 1950, the
farm was taken over by their son, Owen, who lives
there now with his wife, Norma Lou Flynn Denney.

Descendants of William and Roena Cole: Kevin,
Bernie, Bryan, Eicyl and Obra.

Lilly married Lonnie Kooch Denney and their
history is given.

Ruby married Willis Mitchell and their his-
tory is given.

Clark, born on the homestead in 1899, mar-
ried Bessie Rippee. Clark and Bessie had three chil-
dren. They are Wanda, Lynn and George.

Wanda married Howard Wilkins and they live
on Highway K south of Seymour. Wanda and
Howard have two children. Tanda is married to
Rick Patterson. Rick and Tanda have a girl, Brianne,
and a boy, Micah. They live on K Highway. Wanda’s
son, Darren married Kim Owens of Seymour and
they have two daughters, Whitney and Morgan.
They live on K Highway, south of Seymour.

Lynn Raines Cole is the eldest son of Clark
and Bessie. He married Shirley Radchiff. They lived
in Wichita, Kansas for many years and have re-

cently moved to Diggins. Lynnﬁdzﬁir]ey have
two boys, Randy and Jeff, and a daughter Terry.
Randy married Diane in Wichita and they have
two boys Jadan and Jentry. Jeff has never married.
Terry, the daughter of Lynn and Shirley married
Joe Elliott and they have two daughters, Tiffany
and Haley.

George the youngest son of Clark and Bessie,
hasn’t married.

Obra Cole, the youngest son of William and
Roena Cole was born on the homestead in 1905.
He graduated from Ava High School and married
Neva Duncan, whose mother was a Wallace. Obra
and Neva had two sons, William, born 1927 and
Etcyl, born 1929. Obra and Neva took their fam-
ily to Fresno, CA, to work in war production dur-
ing WWIIL. The boys were educated in Fresno.

William married June McDonald and they
have two children. There is a daughter, Kimberly,
who married Robert Cripps and they live in France.

The son, Patrick married Terri Theil and
Patrick and Terri have two sons, Robert and Kevin.
William and Patrick and their families live in
Bryan, TX, where William has the Honda agency.

Etcyl, son of Obra and Neva, married Connie
Wills. They have two sons, Kevin and Bernie.
Kevin married Anne Barsham and they have a
son, Bryan. Bernie isn’t married. Etcyl and his
family live in Fresno, CA, where Etcyl has for his
retirement hobby the buying and restoration of
antique cars. He has the car which belonged to the
Western movie actor, Hoot Gibson. The car is a
1931 Packard.

COLLINS - Alva Corder Collins, born July 27,
1920, at Hartshorne, OK. His parents are Ed and
Mattie Collins. The family lived at Hartshorne,
OK, until the spring of 1936, when they moved to
Orange Cove, CA. Corder married Reba Tannehill,
June 7, 1939. They lived at Orange Cove, CA,
until 1943. Corder was in the U.S. Marines sta-
tioned in Japan during WWII. They moved to
Ontario and then to Van Nuys, CA, where Corder
worked from the city of Los Angeles, CA.

Reba Voneta Tannehill Collins was born May
17, 1921, at Ocie, MO. She is the daughter of
Jessie H. Tannehill, born Sept. 2, 1889, at Ocie,
MO, and Allie Duggins Tannehill, born July 27,
1891, at Ocie, MO, Ozark County.

Reba is the granddaughter of Jessie Alfred
and Miriah Strange Tannehill of Ocie, MO, and
Paten V. and Lucy Ann Magee Duggins. Their
farm was on Big Creek at Ocie, MO.

Reba says, “We lived at Ocie, MO, in Ozark
County. We went to school at Fairview School. |
remember two teachers, [da Hart and Grant
Tannehill.

There were five boys and one girl in our fam-
ily. Cleo was the oldest, then Emery, Olin, Doc,
Reba and Jay. My dad was a farmer, we all worked
in the fields to help with the crops, planting, hoe-
ing, gardening and canning the fruits and vegetables.
We also fed the horses, pigs and cows as well as
gathering eggs, milking the cows and going to
school. Then on Sunday we went to the Baptist
Church which was held in the one room country
school house where we went to school. My mother
done all the sewing such as making dresses for me
and herself and shirts for all the boys. My dad and
[ loved to help her quilt. We would piece together
pieces of material that was left over from our
dresses we had made.

They were so pretty and helped keep us warm
during the cold Missouri Nights. We all worked
hard on the farm. We never had a car, we rode
horses or went in the wagon. We would go to Ocie
and take our eggs and sell them for money to buy
flour, sugar and other things we needed to cook
with. My Dad and brothers would cut trees and
build us a house to live in. Everyone worked hard
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The Denney children: Dewayne, Eula, Juanita,
Clarine, Lena, Reba and Doyle

Michael and wife Christine have no children
(two cats, one bird, and two dogs). Michael is in
pool maintenance and Christine grooms dogs. They
reside in Mesa, AZ.

Dewayne, born April 16, 1936, and wife
Natasha reside in Phoenix, AZ. They have a son,
Karl and daughter, Michelle. Dewayne retired from
AT&T in 1986, and is currently a self-employed
telephone technician.

Karl and wife Lisa have a daughter, Lauren
and son, Curtis. They reside in Phoenix, AZ, where
Karl is a superintendent for Kenyon Construction
and Lisa works for J.C. Penney Optical.

Michelle and husband Pat Bland live in Phoe-
nix, AZ. Pat is a beverage distributor and Michelle
is a clerical coordinator for Farmers [nsurance.
They have no children.

Juanita, born Sept. 10, 1939, married Noah
Broadhead in 1957. They have a daughter, Karen,
and sons, Keith and Kevin. Juanita works for Mi-
cro-Rel in Tempe, AZ, and lives in Gilbert, AZ.

Keith, unmarried, is a distributor for Farmer
Brothers Coffee in Mesa, AZ, where he resides.

Karen and husband Greg Nve have one son,
Austin. They reside in Salt Lake City, UT. Greg is
a technician for Southwest Wiring Company.

Kevin has one daughter, Stephanie. His wife
Susan has four children. Kevin works for MCI and
Susan works for U.S. West. They reside in Phoe-
nix, AZ.

DENNEY - Loren and Owen Denney are twins
born to Lonnie and Lilly Denney in 1930. The
twins attended Skylight Grade school, District #14.
They graduated from Ava High School in 1947,
Loren received a scholarship to Southwest Baptist
College in Bolivar, MO. He graduated from South-
west Baptist College with an associate degree and
taught school in Douglas County at East Fairview.

Loren and Ruth Denney

Loren enlisted in the U.S. Army and received
training as a surgical nurse. He served in this ca-
pacity for four years. Following his military ser-

vice he resumed his education at Southwest Mis-
souri State College, Springfield, MO. Loren earned
a scholarship to Washington University, St. Louis,
MO, also a scholarship to the University of Mis-
souri, Columbia, MO. He received his doctorate in
education with a major in life science. Loren was
appointed a professor for SMSU and retired from
that position.

Loren married Norma Ruth Frazee from Wil-
low Springs, MO, who was a student at Southwest
Baptist College and Southwest Missouri State Col-
lege. They have two daughters, Brenda and Paula.

Brenda is married to the Rev. David Mobley
and lives in Milwaukee, WI. Brenda and David
have two daughters, Jennifer and Jessica. They
have one son, Jordan.

Paula received her law degree from Baylor
University, Waco, TX. At the present she is in the
University of Michigan to obtain her doctorate in
education. Submitted by Loretta Blankenship.

DENNEY - Owen Elwin and Loren Luther were
twin sons born to Lonnie and Lilly Cole Denney
in 1930. They attended Skylight School District
#14 and then attended Ava High School. Owen
and Loren graduated from high school in 1947,
Owen was in the U.S. Army after high school.
He worked for Gerry Mason in the road construc-
tion business Owen married Norma Lou Flynn in
1950. Norma was the daughter of Kenneth and
Wilma Davis Flynn. Owen and Norma built a new
home on the Cole homestead and ran beef cattle.

Norma Lou and Owen Denney with Charles

Owen and Norma moved to the Cole family
farm in 1950. Owen is the great-grandchild of
George and Nancy Cole. At one time George Cole
homesteaded a section of land in Finley Township
along Cowskin Creek. George was able to either
give his sons a farm or send them to high school
in Ava,

Bill Cole and Roena Upchurch Cole lived on
the Cole homestead. Then their daughter, Lilly
Cole Denny and her husband Lonnie worked the
homestead until Owen took over. This makes more
that 100 of continuous ownership in the same
family.

Owen worked for the Missourﬁ)\zartmcnt
of Corrections at Jefferson City. Then he worked
for Fasco Industries at Ozark, MO. He retired from
Fasco. Norma Lou worked for Rawlings, Ava, MO,
until she retired after 34 years.

Owen and Norma have three children,
Charles, Carol and Beverly. Charles graduated from
Ava High School in 1970, and received a scholar-
ship to Southwest Missouri State University, Spring-
field, MO. After graduation Charles was appointed
as parole officer over several counties and was
stationed in Rolla, MO. In 1990, Charles went to
Springfield, where he is helping to establish an
alcohol and drug rehabilitation program which is
sponsored by federal and state agencies.

Charles married Sharon Samson from Rolla,
MO. They have two children Amy and Andy.

Carol, daughter of Owen and Norma is mar-
ried to Danny Mork. They have three children,
Bill, Jared and Stephanje. Carol and Danny live in
Springfield where Danny is employed by Trux and
Part and by Springfield Delivery Service.

Beverly, the third child of Owen and Norma
married Kelly Naugle from Ava. They have two
children, Ashley and Kelly Jr., Beverly and Kelly
live in Kansas City, where Kelly is employed with
a construction company and Beverly works for
Cain Coffee Company. Submitted by Loretia
Blankenship.

DENNEY - Robert Dale Denney, the fourth child
of Lilly and Lonnie Denney graduated from Ava
High School when he was 15 years old. Bob stayed
on the family farm until he was old enough to
enlist in the U.S. Air Force. Bob made a career of
the Air Force. He served as an instructor and main-
tenance engineer on the B52 Bomber and the
KC135 Tanker airplane. Bob had a tour of duty in
Laos during the Vietnam War.

Following his military retirement, Bob went
to the Fort Worth, TX area. He is ready for re-
tirement from the Santa Fe Railway System.

Louise and Robert Dale Denney

Bob married Louise Gibson, from Fort
Worth. They have five children, Debbie, Kathy,
Rob, David and Gary. David died in 1993, All the
families live in the Fort Worth, TX area. The
grandchildren of Bob and Louise are Jeffrey,
Michael, Mark, Diane, Amanda, Christy, Shane
and Garrett. Submitted by Loretta Blankenship.

DETHERAGE - John Absy “Abb” Detherage was
born March 22, 1889, to Johanthan Barnard
Detherage and Amanda Breckinridge Detherage
in Fulton County, AR. He migrated to Douglas
County, MO, in 1901, with his father and step-
mother Annie.

Abb went to California as a young man and
worked in the oil fields for a time. After he re-
turned to Douglas County he married Bessie Loretta
Burgin on March 16, 1911, in Douglas County,
MO. Bessie was born Oct. 25, 1893, in Douglas
County, to Ulysses Sidney Grant Burgin and Sarah
Easter Loretta Wallace Burgin.
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and Rebecca Ellen Hall Miller. He was born on June
15, 1915, in Ava, MO. George had two brothers,
Melvin who died as an infant and Mack and two sis-
ters, Violet and Nora. George grew up in the Bryant
and Basher areas of Douglas County.

Stella Ritter was born Jan. 9, 1918, in Douglas
County, Ava, MO. She was the daughter of Charley and
Blanche Hutchins Ritter. Stella had three brothers:
Lester, Alvie and Clifford and a sister, Freda. The
Ritter family lived in the Pine Park area in Douglas
County.

The Miller Family: James, George, Stella, Theda Kay
Miller.

George and Stella were married in Mountain
Home, AR, on Oct. 3, 1946. They had two children, a
son, James Calvin, born on Sept. 18, 1947, and a daugh-
ter, Theda Kay, born on Sept. 28, 1950.

George and Stella lived in the Basher area of
Douglas County. George spent 11 years working on
many of the road construction jobs in Missouri. The
family went to the state of Washington and worked in
fruit orchards doing various kinds of work for nine
years before returning to Missouri.

James graduated from Entiat High School, Entiat,
WA, in 1965, and Theda Kay graduated from Ava High
School, Ava, MO, in 1969. James was drafted into the
Army from 1967 to 1969, and spent one year in the
Vietnam War. James works at Mansteel Plant in
Mansfield, MO. Theda Kay married Leo Sanders on
May 31, 1969. They have two daughters, Tritonia Lea
and Leslie Anne. They make their home in Leesburg,
MO.

George passed away on March 18, 1984, and is
buried in the Dyer Cemetery.

Stella enjoys keeping the home and making quilts
in her spare time. Submitted by Stella Ritter Miller.

MILLER - J.W. Miller has been a resident of Douglas
County, MO, since 1856, in which year he removed to
this section from his native state of Tennessee. He was
born Jan. 1, 1827, a son of Dobson and Mary A. Burnett
Miller, who came to this section at the same time as
their son and settled on a farm in this county, on which
both eventually died, the father in 1868, and the mother
in 1867.

The Millers are of English and Irish descent,
while the Burnetts are of Frehch extraction, and have
been residents of America from the very early history
of the country, the grandfather Burnett having been a
participant in several of the early wars in which this
country was involved. His wife was a half-breed
Cherokee Indian, and her name in the Indian language
was Culisitie. The subject of this sketch was educated
in the common schools of Tennessee, and in that state
he grew up and was married to Arzilla J. Conrad, a
daughter of William and Susan A. Conrad.

After coming to Douglas County, MO, he located
on a farm four miles north of Ava and lived there four
years, after which he bought a farm two miles west of
Ava and lived on the same eight years. In 1868, he
purchased the farm where he now lives, which con-
tains 157 acres, and here he has demonstrated the fact
that he is a thrifty and progressive farmer.

June 10, 1861, he enlisted in the Missouri Home
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Guards, for he was somewhat of a cripple and could
not enter the regular service, and served from the time
of his enlistment until the close of the war, participat-
ing in a number of engagements in Missouri and was in
the chase after General Price, under General Hollen.
He was severely injured by his horse falling on him
and was laid up for some time, but upon recovering
again entered the Missouri Militia. He was taken pris-
oner twice, but the first time managed to escape.

He was first a Whig, then a Republican in poli-
tics, but of late years has been a Greenbacker. He and
his worthy wife have reared 11 children: Brunetta, who
died in 1878; Amanda, who died in 1872; was the wife
of William Upchurch; Adaline, is the wife of John
Yandall, of Ava; Mary A., is the wife of James
Andrews, of this county; Penelope is the wife of Wil-
liam Huffman of this county; Margaret is the wife of
S.G. House of this county; Jane; Henry is a clerk in
Ava; Dobson is in the Cherokee Nation and Moses is
at home. Submitted by the Douglas County Histori-
cal Society, Reprinted from A Reminiscent History of
the Ozark Region, Goodspeed Brother, Publishers,
1894.

MILLER - James A.G. and Malinda J. Cameron
Miller.

James Austin Green Miller was the son of James
B. and Sarah Woods Blackburn. He was born in 1867
possibly in Tennessee. He was known as “Little Jim.”
Brothers and sisters were; Polly A., Hulett M., Paul I,
Penelope I., Elizabeth, John H., William, Sarah
Caroline Tennessee.

Malinda Jane Cameron was born in May 1866,
the daughter of James W. Cameron and Mary Ann
“Polly” Manning. Malinda’s brothers and sisters were:
Lyda, Sarah E., James Isaac “Irving,” John Lock,
Amanda, William Henry, Joseph N. and Samuel E.

James A.G. Miller and Malinda J. Cameron were
married Nov. 19, 1883, in Douglas County, MO. Their
children were: James Isaac “Jim” married Ada Rogers,
Ermnest Albert married Ollie Smith then Daisy, Leonard
married Bessie Cameron, John Lock married Rebecca
Ellen “Ella” Hall, Sarah Ann who died an infant,
Charles Henry married Florence Burns, William
Hewlett “Bill” married Lena Williams,

After James A.G. Miller passed away, Malinda
married Charlie Horning.

James A.G. Miller is buried at Wilson Hollow
Cemetery, a field cemetery with a few graves near Vera
Cruz. Malinda is buried at Shiloh Cemetery north of
Ava in Douglas County. Submitted by Jack and Bar-
bara Miller Breshears.

MILLER - John Lock and Rebecca Ellen Hall Miller.
In the fall of 1910, a dark headed young lady
walked to the little town of Bryant, MO. The post of-
fice was in the grocery store located about seven miles
north of Ava, MO. When she returned home, She said
to her mother “Maw, | saw a red-headed young lad
cutting wood, and he is mine if I ever gethim.”

John Lock and Rebecca Ellen Miller

Time went by and that red-headed lad started
courting that dark headed young lady. In the spring of
1911, wedding bells rang. The red-headed lad was John
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Lock Miller and the dark headed lady was Rebecca
Ellen Hall.John Lock Miller was the son of James
Austin Green Miller and Melinda Jane Cameron. He
was born Jan. 24, 1888. His parents passed away when
the children: Jim, Albert, Leonard, Charlie and Bill
were young and they were raised by their grandpar-
ents, James W. and Mary Mannings Cameron.

Rebecca Ellen Hall was born Dec. 21, 1894, She
was the daughter of George Washington Hall and Sa-
rah Margaret Rogers Hall. Her brothers were: McBoyd
“Mac,” Tom and Andy. Half-brothers and sisters in-
clude: Mary, Elick, Zilley Jane, Cynthia, Mandy,
Marthy, W.D. “Dopp,” George, Susanna and John Hall
and Agnes, Melvin, Ambrose, Henry and Charlie
Carter.

Lock and Ella’s children were Melvin born and
died Dec. 25, 1911; George Valentine, born June 15,
1915, and passed away March 18, 1984. He married
Stella Ritter; Mack Gentry, born March 9, 1918, and
married Rena Mae Hampton: Violet Florence, born
May 18, 1921, and married Hugh Morris; and Nora
Margaret, born May 4, 1924, and married Bernard
Deatherage.

Lock worked on several road construction jobs
in Missouri, as a foreman, did a lot of dynamite work,
read blueprints and did book work and payrolls. He
enjoyed hunting, trapping, digging roots of various
types, and fishing and lead and iron ore mining.

Ella was a faithful wife and mother. She loved
her home and family. She did a lot of gardening, canned
a variety of vegetables and fruits for the winter. She
prepared a variety of wild meats that the men brought
in. She got up from the table many times to prepare
more food for drop-in guests. Their home was always
open for family and friends. Often there was wall to
wall beds at night, for her children and grandchildren.

Church was very important to Ella and she guided
her family and was a great example of her faith in God.
In later years, Lock turned to God and was a great
teacher of God’s Word. They both enjoyed sharing their
time and helping others and taking care of many family
members, including Ella’s mother.

-Lock passed away July 20, 1974, and Ella passed
away June 8, 1985, They are buried at the Dyer Cem-
etery, northeast of Ava near Basher. ‘

There were many happy times and memories and
sad times. The family grew to five children, 13 grand-
children, 26 great-grandchildren and 24 great-great-
grandchildren. Lock and Ella were known as
“Granddad and Mom Mom or Uncle Lock and Aunt
Ella” to everyone. Submitted by Jack and Barbara
Breshears.

MILLER - It’s a long way from Rubenan Saxon, Ger-
many to Douglas County, MO. Karl Oswell “Charlie”
Muller (changed to Miller at the immigration office on
Ellis Island) was about 18 when he left his homeland
for a new country and a new life. He had already served
in the German Military and had some very strong feel-
ings about armies and war but, oddly enough, one son
and one son-in-law would serve in WWI against the
Germans.

Charles and Ella Miller

~-Afterarriving in the U.S. he married his German ’
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Curtis W. [882-1955.

Riley Franklin (Anna Smith) 1883-1961. ..
Oscar Merlin (Mary Goodman) 1884-1961.
Ira Sylvester (Clara Jenkins) 1886-1952.
Lydia Mae (Sam Keith) 1888-1960.

Willis Harrison (Ruby Cole) 1890-1970.
Amanda Ethel 1891-1968.

Alta Myrtle (Joe Bower) 1893-1970.

Walter Glen (Mabelle Scroggin) 1895-1991.
Clarence Dewey (Bertha Krider) 1898-1970.

MITCHELL - Jesse A. Mitchell

Because of his community interests and his church
activities, Jesse Abraham Mitchell was well known
in Ava and Douglas County, MO. Born in Crawford
County, KS in 1880, he was 16 when the Mitchells
moved to a rugged farm in western Douglas County.

Securing a teacher’s certificate, he taught in ru-
ral schools while still young, While teaching in a school
near Mountain Grove, he was privileged to meet Miss
Mpyrtle Barker, a member of a prominent Mountain
Grove family. In due time they were married and es-
tablished a home in Ava. Her charm, poise and pleas-
ant personality made their home a center of interest.
Their two daughters, Leota and Lela were born there
and attended Ava schools.

Sponsored by influential friends, Jesse became
an officer in the bank of Ava. He continued in that po-
sition for years until the bank failed. There being no
., FDIC insurance in those days, many local citizens lost
sums of money. Although Jesse was in no way respon-
sible for the bank’s failure, he felt their losses very
keenly and for several years the Mitchells lived in a
frugal manner so that he might repay moneys lost by
the bank patrons.

Ava citizens, Jesse included, invested in a small
railroad, “The Yellow Jacket” which operated between
Ava and Manfield. The investment was less than prof-
itable. .

Although he never aspired to become an elected
official in Douglas County, as an active Republican he
helped friends an associates to become elected. Dur-
ing a Republican administration, he was appointed to
the Missouri State Tax Commission. Later, he became
chairman of the Commission. He remained in that po-
sition until retirement.

While in Jefferson City the Mitchells were ac-
tive members of the Methodist Church. One of Jesse’s
special interests was the Prison Ministry in which he
an other laymen provided counseling and spiritual com-
fort to their prison inmates.

His daughter, Lela, died of a tragic accident in
1932 at the age of 21. She was a student at a school of
nursing.

The older daughter, Leola, enjoyed a long and
useful career in the Jefferson City schools. Her major
interests were art and home economics, but she later
became director of publicity for the schools.

Jesse died in 1969. His widow, Myrtle, and
daughter, Leota continued to live in Jefferson City un-
til Leota’s death in 1978. Myrtle then returned to Moun-
tain Grove. The four Mitchells are now buried in the
Ava City Cemetery. Submitted by a niece, Beulah
Donnelly.

MITCHELL - Walter Glen Mitchell was the eighth
son and the 12 child born to B.F. and Amanda Mitchell
in 1895 in Crawford County, KS.

The Mitchells moved from Leann, MO, to a farm
in the west end of Douglas County, and Walter, along
with the others attended classes at Breeden School,
sometimes taught by his brothers.

When Walter and Clarence got old enough for
high school, the family moved to a farm just east of
Ava. Walter graduated from Ava High School in 1916.
He taught school and then enlisted with 70 other Dou-
glas County boys to serve his country fighting in the
trenches of France.

Walter was in Paris on Nov. 11, 1917. He was in
the U.S. Army of Occupation and was quartered with

a Belgian family during the year he served in that ca-
pacity. Upon returning to the U.S., he completed his
college education, graduating from Miliken University
and later from McCormick Seminary. Walter spent the
rest of his life in the Presbyterian Church, serving the
church in many ways.

. Rev. Walter Mitchell

Walter married Mabelle Scoggin, the music
teacher at Ava High School. In 1926, they accepted the
call to the First Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green,
MO, and filled that pulpit for 41 years. He and Mabelle
retired in that community.

Walter outlived his wife, all his brothers and sis-
ters, his high school graduating class, and the com-
pany-ef men he was with in France. Harry Brixey was
the last of them. Walter died at 96 years of age, much
beloved by his many nieces and nephews.

MITCHELL - Willis Harrison Mitchell was born Feb.
27, 1890, near Pittsburg, KS. He was the son of Ben-
jamin Franklin and Amanda Whisler Mitchell. The
Mitchell family came to Douglas County in [897. They
had a farm near Breedon in the west end of the county.
Willis used to say with pride that he was a graduate of
the High Lonesome Hills.

Willis began his career selling fruit trees with a
friend, Forrest Wedding. Willis taught 15 terms of
school in Douglas and Christian counties. In 1924, he
was elected treasurer of Douglas County, a post he held
for 12 years. In 1927, he was admitted to the Missouri
Bar Association. He became a partner of A H.
Buchanan. Willis served 10 years as prosecuting at-
torney and |5 years as probate judge, making a total of
37 years he served in offices of Douglas County.

Back Row: Eula, Ola and Mabel; Front Row: Ruby
and Willis Mitchell

On July 17, 1917, Willis married Ruby Cole,
daughter of Bill and Roenea Upchurch Cole. They met
while Willis was teaching Granada School. They were
married by Preacher Evans at Mt. Zion while they were
in their buggy. Evans’ children had measles.

Willis and Ruby had three daughters, Mabel, Ola
and Eula. Their daughter Lilly did not survive birth,
and they took the daughter of Ira and Clara Mitchell.
Clara and a baby had died in childbirth. Faye became
a part of the family circle.

Willis and Ruby were active members of the
Methodist Church. Willis taught a Men’s Bible Class

A

and “Old Doc” Gentry was a member of this class. A
great many humorous stories were told.

Willis was a 50 year member of the Oddfellows
Lodge and the Masonic Lodge. He received a certifi-
cate for 35 years membership in the Missouri Bar As-
sociation and a certificate of appreciation for 25 years
of uncompensated service on the selective service
board for Douglas County. He was a veteran of WWI
and was a member of the American Legion Post 112.

Ruby was a dedicated homemaker and could
cook, sew, garden, and preserve foods. She was an
active member of the Mother’s Prayer Band, a charter
member of the WSCS and taught a Sunday School Class
for many years. Ruby helped Dr. Marvin Gentry de-
liver 21 babies. It was her job to give the ether. She
said she felt sorry for the new babies because they had
so much to learn.

Mabel, their eldest daughter became a mission-
ary. Faye, the other daughter married Eugene Davidson
and lives in La Puenta, CA. Fay and Gene have two
boys, Davy and Larry, two daughters Linda and Bonnie.
All live in California.

Histories of Mabel, Ola and Eula are given else-
where. Submitted by Eula Dunnegan.

MOORE - James Eugene Moore was born Nov. 22,
1937, to Oscar James Moore and Tennie Bell Hamby
Moore in Sequoyah County, OK. James’ parents were
divorced when James was three years old.

James Moore Family

James lived much of his young life with his uncle
and aunt Buen Hamby and Rebecca Frances Moore
Hamby.

James’ mother remarried to Daniel Johnson. They
were share croppers but in 1951, they moved to Leeds,
MO, a town near Kansas City, MO.

James went with them. He finished the 9th grade
at Central High School in Kansas City, MO.

After school James worked for a Russell
Patterson floral green house. He later went to work
for Krahnbuhl vegetable growers.

James later enlisted in the U.S. Army in August
of 1959 and served three years. After basic training at
Fort Leonard Wood, MO, he was with the 101st
Airborn eat Fort Campbell, KY, until the last 12 months
when he served in Iceland.

On Oct. 19, 1956, he married, Janiece Kitts in
Independence, MO.

Janiece was born Aug. 13, 1940, in Douglas
County, MO, to James Francis Kitts and Effie Eliza-
beth Detherage Kitts.

James and Janiece had two daughters born at Kan-
sas City, MO, Jackson County.

Debra Janiece, born Nov. 8, 1957.

Charla Elizabeth, born June 3, 1960.

In July of 1961, the family moved to Green
County, MO, then in October on to Wright County, MO.

Another daughter was born in Wright County, at
Mansfield, MO.

Lisa Francine Moore, born Dec. 19, 1962.

The family moved to Douglas County, in 1972.
They joined Friendship Freewill Baptist Church. Later
James and Janiece moved their membership to Mt. Cal-
vary Freewill Baptist Church at Ava.
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