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* ADMISSIONS
* ACADEMICS
* ATHLETICS
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Community
Engagement

As a col ity member, | would like to...take a class.enjoy a play.read the news.attend a sporting event.request vohinteers.hire an intern.peruse the
d v i .' AX. ,,,',j ] . all d ' 1 a d Ga - other

WRGC-FM 88.3
Broadcasting 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. WRGC is another link between the

university and the middle Georgia Community.

UTV/MBC T V4 Milledreville City Council
Meetings

Milledgeville City Councit meets on the
second and fourth Tucsday of cach month.
They are broadcast live on MBC TV4 and

recorded for replay until the next mecting,

This Week is available on Tuesday through
the Union Recorder as well as through PDF at
is jon.

www.gcsu.edu/communityfindex.htm 14
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Greorgia College contributes S183 nullion to

local cconomy. Find out more

CONNECTING WHAT MATTERS

Community Engagement

Developing strong, mutually beneficial relations between Georgia College and the surrounding community is a core aspect of our mission. Georgia
College values collaboration with community partners to address mutually identified needs and to promote public well-being through teaching, learning,
scholarship, and outreach. Not only is collaboration and partnership with the community an important aspect of our institutional identity, it is key to our
educational commitment to our students. Community engagement advances Georgia College students’ academic and civic leaming. It also helps them
become more informed citizen leaders ready to serve the public good, locally and globally.

President Dorman’s Statement on the Carnegie Classification Application

Community engagement is at the core of who we are here at Georgia College. This fact was immediately obvious to me during my first months here
and was reinforced with the selection of the theme for our Quality Enhancement Plan, “Building a Culture of Engaged Learning.” Our operational
documents are interwoven with phrases that reflect our commitment to comnunity engagement. However, the Georgia College family goes further; we
add action to our aspirations. Faculty and staff members are engaged in a variety of community activities and they encourage their students to do
likewise. Our students, through both curricular and co-curricular activities, become actively involved in the community at-large. Our GIVE Center,
long a source of pride locally, has become an example for other universities and schools to emulate.

We have much of which to be proud, and we can build on our success in this area. In the address 1 gave upon the completion of my first 100 days at
Georgia College, I asked several questions regarding our engagement with the community. Are we engaged in a way that brings the most efficient help
to our community? Are we engaged in a way to meet our community’s most pressing problems? Are we using the community as a means to test new
ideas and products which might bring value to the marketplace? Can we better engage? These and other questions must be asked and answered by
our Georgia College family for us to continue to fulfill our mission and grow as an institution.

The decision to seek elective classification in Community Engagement from the Camegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching was a natural
progression for Georgia College. It is the logical next step in the continuing cycle of evaluation and improvement. Applying for the classification will
allow us to document the degree to which community engagement is integrated in the work of our faculty, students, and staff and how we as an
institution support and partner with community initiatives through our outreach activities and sharing of institutional resources.

Striving for this classification will not be an easy task. As much as we do in the area of community engagement, there is no guarantee that we will
achieve the designation. Going through the process will help us consider ways to improve and will lead us to better focus our efforts as an institution
both for the sake of our students and for the benefit of the commumity. Thanks to each of you for your support of this effort and 1 commend the task
force members for their dedication to the achievement of this worthy goal.

Carnegie Foundation Classification Description

The Camnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and Learning was founded by Andrew Camegie in 1905 and chartered by an Act of
Congress in 1906. Since that time, the Carnegie Foundation has been a leader in advancing excellence in the educational mission of higher education
in the United States. Since 1970, the Carnegie Foundation has also maintained a classification system that identifies every institution of higher
education in the United States by several indicators. However, according the Camegie Foundation website, “the classification for Community
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Engagement is an elective classification, meaning that it is based on vohmtary participation by institutions. The elective classification involves data
collection and documentation of important aspects of nstitutional mission, identity and commitments, and requires substantial effort invested by
participating institutions. It is an institutional classification; it is not for systems of multiple campuses or for part of an individual campus.

The classification is not an award. It is an evidence-based documentation of institutional practice to be used in a process of self-assessment and quality
improvement. The documentation is reviewed to determine whether the institution qualifies for recognition as a commmunity engaged institution.”

The evidence that Carnegie requires from institutions seeking the Community Engagement classification touches on almost every aspect of Georgia
College’s academic, student, and community outreach operations. The data collection process is complex and requires collaboration among multiple
units of the university and between the university and multiple community organizations and agencies. However, Georgia College believes that the
process itself is valuable in its own right, regardless of whether it results in a successful application. By thoroughly examining our commmmity
engagement activities and partnerships we will identify strengths and areas for improvement and will be in a better position to improve upon our
commitment to community engagement.

Members of the Georgia College Camegie Classification Task Force

Sandy Baxter, Executive Director, Communities In Schools Milledgeville/Baldwin County

April Bragg, Director, Milledgeville Chamber of Commerce

Barbara Coleman, Director, Life Enrichment Center

Sara Faircloth, Coordinator, Office of Academic Engagement and the Non-Profit Leadership Alliance
Barbara Furke, Professor, Commumity Health

Johnny Grant, Georgia College Director of Economic Development and Community Engagement
Ed Hale, Director of Institutional Research

Steven Jones, Director, Center for Engaged Leaming, Teaching, and Scholarship, Task Force Chair
Gregg Kaufinan, Coordinator, Office of Civic Engagement and the American Democracy Project
Jim Lidstone, Director, Center for Health and Social Issues

Emmanuel Little, Diversity Coordinator, Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity

Mark Pelton, Associate Vice-President for Extended University

Revel Pogue, University-K-12 and Commmunity Liaison John H. Lounsbury School of Education
Rosalie Richards, Kaolin Endowed Chair in Science and Director, Science Education Center
Kendall Stiles, Director, GIVE Center
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