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Appendix H: The Park’s Geology & Soils

This appendix excerpts A4 Geologic Guide fo North Caro-
lina State Parks, published in 1989 by the North
Carolina Geological Survey Section, Division of
Land Resources, Department of Natural Resources
and Community Development, edited by P. Albert
Carpenter III. Names of park features that have
changed since this guide was published have been
replaced with the new names here. Definidons of
geologic terms are in a glossary at the end of this
section.

William B. Urnstead State Park is approximately five
miles west of Raleigh in the eastern piedmont physi-
ographic province... Elevations in the park reach
approximately 400 feet, with maximum relief of less
than 150 feet...

General Geology

Rocks within the park include igneous, metamor-
phic, and sedimentary types. The eastern two-thirds
of the park is underlain by metamorphic rocks and
igneous intrusive rocks that are between the Raleigh
belt and the Carolina slate belt. The western one-
third of the park is underlain by slightly
metamorphosed volcanic and sedimentary rocks of
the Carolina slate belt. Near the western park bound-

ary, unmetamorphosed sedimentary rocks of the
Durham ‘Iriassic basin are exposed.

Raleigh belr rocks were originally deposited as sedi-
ments at a continenral margin, probably during larc
Proterozoic or carly Cambrian ume. Rocks in the
castern portion of the park are primarily mica schist
and mica gneiss intermixed with hornblende gneiss
and ultramafic rock. They were probably deposited
as mudstone, impure sandstone, and dark-colored
intrusive rocks. Voleanic and sedimenrary rock of
the Carolina slate belr lie west of these rocks. All of
the original sedimentary and voleanic rocks were
altered by heat and pressure (metamorphism) and
folded to form rthe gneiss and schist we see roday.

Abour 200 million vears ago during Trassic fime,

forces within rhe earth caused rocks to pull apare

along the east coast of North Ameriea. Large arcas

of rock dropped down relative ro rocks beside them

and creared long, narrow basins. These hasins were

then filled with sediment as rivers rushed over the

side of the basins and then slowlv meandered

through the center of the basins Up ro 7,000 feet or

more of sedimenr was deposited in some arcas, The

basins were much like the rift vallevs in Africa to-

dav. Rocks from the Durham Triassic basin formed

in this manner and are poorly exposed along the

Western park boundary. The Jonesboro fault forms

the boundary berween the Triassic rocks and the -
igneous and metamorphic rocks in the park. Fossil

evidence indicates rhat dinosaurs roamed some of
the arca during ‘Triassic ime. Vertebrate fossils found

in blackshalc include fish, amphibians, repriles, and

mammal-like repriles.
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Native Americans were the first visitors
to the area that is now Willilam B. Umstead State
Park. However, according to historian Dolores
Hall in her manuscript!, “by the time of Euro-
pean settlement in the North Carolina piedmont,
few if any Native Americans remained. As early
as the late seventeenth century, only small groups
of such tribes as the Eno, Shakori and Occaneechi
were left after exposure to European diseases.
Remnants of these groups banded together and
moved to refuge areas elsewhere. It is doubtful if
any evidence of protohistoric Native American
sites exists within the Park.”

However, the 1938 Park Master Plan Report says
that arrowheads have been found within the Park
borders.?

Continuing from Hall’s works: “The area...has not
been systematically surveyed for archaeological re-
sources. However, investigatdons in adjacent areas
and within the general vicinity allow us to devise
an overview of the prehistory of the Park.

“Elevaton, slope, soil type and proximity to wa-
ter rank high as factors determining prehistoric
site location. Any prehistoric sites within the Park
would probably have been occupied on a seasonal
or sporadic basis by hunters and gatherers, possi-
bly the remains of groups from permanent villages
along the Neuse River and its major tributaries. It
is unlikely that the area would have been utlized
for aboriginal agriculture due to the absence of
large well-developed floodplains.

“Given the nature of the soils and the past use
and abuse of the land, itis highly unlikely that the
many prehistoric sites within the Park sdll retain
any integrity. While aboriginal artifacts are un-
doubtedly found throughout the area, the eroded
soils and disturbed sites offer little hope of sig-
nificant data that would make these sites important
or eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places.

“The prehistory of this area of North Carolina is
customarily divided into three periods: the
Paleoindian, the Archaic and the Woodland. Al-
though each of these periods can be further
subdivided, for general purposes these major di-
visions are sufficient.

“The Paleoindian period (ca. 10,000 BC to ca.
8,000 BC) includes the earliest occupation of the
region at a time when the climate was much wet-
ter and cooler than today. Forests and grasslands
covered the land and supported animals such as
elk, moose and caribou. Paleoindians hunted these
animals and gathered wild plant foods for suste-
nance. Coastal and riverine environments were
likely exploited for fish and shellfish by these no-
madic people. The fluted projectile points,

Freshwater mussels in Crabtree Creek near Company Ml dars.
“_.Riverine environments [in the region] were likely exploited for fish
and shellfish by... nomadic paleoindians,” writes Dolores Hall
Arrowheads found in W.B. Umstead State Park indicate that Native
Americans living in surrounding areas hunted there.

distinctive to this period of time, have been re-
~covered from at least three locations in Wake
County. Unfortunately none of these discoveries
were from a well-documented archeological con-
text. Overall populations during the Paleoindian

period appear to have been small, and known sites
are few,

“The Archaic period (ca. 8,000 BC to ca. 500 BC)
is by far the longest period in prehistory and con-
tributed the majority of the sites within the general
vicinity of W.B. Umstead State Park. Climaric con-
ditions gradually became warmer and drier unil,
at the end of the Archaic period, they were similar
to those of the present. As a consequence of the
warming trend, the forests changed into the mod-
ern oak-hickory woodlands familiar today, and the
Archaic period peoples adapted their survival tech-
niques to their new environment. Within the
resource-rich piedmont of North Carolina, the in-
tensive hunting, fishing, gathering economy was
immensely successful.



“The broadened subsistence base and technologi-
cal innovations allowed larger bands of people to
occupy seasonal camps, resulting in the appear-
ance of semi-sedantary base camp sites along the
minor stream systems.

“Based on an increase in the number and size of
archaeological sites, it is likely that population den-
sity increased dramatically. The majority of the
prehistoric archaeological sites located within the
area surrounding WB. Umstead Park date to the

Archaic period. Artifacts from this time include a
wide range of projectile points, scrapers, atlatl
weights, stone axes, steatite objects and vessels.
Items made from wood, bone, hides and basketry
were also part of the Archaic period material cul-
ture, but these items rarely survive.

“The Woodland period (ca. 500 BC to European
contact) is not too well represented within the im-
mediate area of the Park, although it is expected
that many of the small lithic, or stoney, upland
sites without diagnostic artifacts may date from
this period. The major hallmarks of the Wood-
land period in piedmont North Carolina are the
introduction of pottery, the bow and arrow, and
agriculture. These gradual additions to the subsis-
tence pattern of Native Americans resulted in a
slow adaptation to settled village life, although cer-
tain activities still depended upon the seasonal
exploitation of resources away from the main
settlement. Key village sites of the Woodland pe-
riod tend to be located along major rivers due, in
part, to the more easily tilled floodplain soils. Small
specialized-activity temporary campsites dating to
this period, however, are probably located within
the Park itself.

“Four separate archaeological surveys of the Ra-
leigh-Durham Airport area were conducted
between 1974 and 1982. Sixty-three archaeologi-
cal sites were recorded as a result of these
investigations, as well as nine historic period cem-
eteries. The majority of sites were small prehistoric
lithic scatters which had previously been disturbed

due to erosion and construction activities. None
of these sites were recommended for additional
investigation.

“A survey was made of 20.1 miles of interceptor
sewer line along Crabtree Creek and its tributar-
ies. Although none of the surveyed area was
located within Park boundaries, much of it was
on the periphery of WB. Umstead Park in similar
terrain. Eleven occurrences of isolated lithic ma-
terial were recorded and evaluated. Of the nine
prehistoric sites located, only three contained di-
agnostic artifacts and only one site was
recommended for additional investigation.” !

S S .

“In Indian days bobcats, bear, mountain lions, red
wolves, skunks, passenger pigeons, and ivory-billed
woodpeckers roamed this region,” writes North
Carolina State University ecologist Arthur Coo-
per. “Bison entered... between 1,000 and 1,600
AD”*



O Faom, STeRIES LA STOWE pY Tor WEPFER - Z2oll
3 PARK FeRMmCp 1934
ApouvT THE 6 000 AcCRE W% 12. LMSTEAD STATE 4 §

/ HAP LIVED TRERE _1‘4170\25&;.20/2_

fnNO THE. Em itLTES W NO
ADAMS CROSSROADS,
M. Hermon Ch.
Mt Hermen scheol
St

‘T:JDuthm
CexcenreT pPes 15 4N
To ReveAal LLoenTIons

RDV‘*Dﬁ/srm—m-Mﬁ)
PLACES

Cedar

Fork
Townsh ip,
1871
ScaLe: 1<
A) the Company Mill pond on Crabiree Creek, 1 approx. 2000 M.
B) the O. Page homesite, and C) Adams Crossroads. T Diains COMMUN ET Y

LANDMARKS Clrca.
=~ road 1925
—=creek,

—+— 1998 park boundarj

L2 v K E covnT? STREAMMO S
s RICNLAVD CREEK

~ CRADTREE CREER /_\/‘\'Té??a{e(ah,
£ SYemloRE CREEI — enaA
L {E€EPY CREEK
LWAKE CoownrTy FPLACESS
£ EPENE2ZER cNvAUL & ComuunIT)
N SORRELY STorE
L poams X goads (
B CoMPANY MILL (PAGES mrel) 1810
. O am PTER [ Drexaw oo SPeRrRE

Y

Now R ﬂ.IR.f’um}

wyAIKRe Couvwtl ROADY !
L OLD mrpplE NILLy DAY P

o GRAN Ly 129%
P EBL‘—?NE’ZE{( CAVR L] RD

L Sw_rren-pAcic Re




A, WNE py Tonm wEPER 20l

F STORTES LA STO \' h
O 520 msreap S7ATE PARK FORMEp 1934
co TRERE _RPKA53IvL2olz

"q
Apnovuv Tl THE 6,000 ACRE W
j = AR LIV
RNTD TNE. FailLIED wivo

- AREA
SHOWIN & L CANKAGE ©F [PAMILIES A THE RARE

TopTeome rue PUL K.

C 14 ra 6 &L SMird 2 ProwmIeR
& 19 n 14ER D wArRREy a4 O CLLMMD
William “Al” King
Adonijah m Mallssn;: Hawkins —
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m. Elizabeth Choplin Rebecca  Delancy King b pryoc,

“Mammy” m. Ezra King

|—-—--—l————| m. Eugene i [— 1
- : : . Jones
Elea Bj‘kﬂ Viola Baker Will Dillard William Newton
m. Danjel Kelbaugh m. Ernest “Press™ King

Mallie King m. Angie Smith H. Dillard Dillard
(son of Rebecca G Velia 1or: A Bl m. Geneva
Kelbaugh “Mammy” Joncs) m. Quinettie Veli !
E:N:m L}illfrd : | Dillard m. Charlic ?omll Byrum
m. Horma Dillard e
Julius Dillard Quinettic
L n. Sallic McGhee . Mallie
Agatha Aquilla m L
HMEI M, L‘Ie RebeLca - i l King
m. Ed Clym.re m Buford Norma Dillard m. Rachel Dillard
Siomat Simpson FErnest Kelbaugh m. Jack McDowell
Adonijah Baker
{subsequent mamage 10 Henrietta Cope Warren,
her second; no children from this union.)
m.
1 . y
Mac Smith Rufus Smith Henrietta Cope  (first marnage to lsrael Waren)
m
Alfred Warren Israel Warren —  Peta Warren
Norman William Minnic Bell Smith ™ "o (profiier & m. Wile Haley
m. m. Tilton Dampier 2 Alfred and Etta) 1
Pauline Nellie Warren Walter Haley
McAlphin l ], 4 . _ m. Bessie Seymour
Hugh Silas Luther Dampier Robert Truma Lila LaQma

T T 1
Buck Bill Jean Wiley G.

Maggie Vernor Una Ronelda
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“In Indian davs bobcats, bear, mountain lions, red
wolves, skunks, passenger pigeons, and ivory-billed
woodpeckers roamed this region,” writes North
Carolina State University ccologist Archur Coo-
per. “Bison entered... berween 1,000 and 1,600

A

N.C. Archives and History researcher Michacl Hill
writes, “The first permanent sertlers moved inro
the |Park] area around 1800; a sccond and larger
influx rook place during the 185057

What Cary historian Tom Byrd writes below of
that town also applies to the nearby WB. Umstead
Srate Park area:

“lLarly landowners were primarily of British de-
scent,” Byrd notes. “Upon their arrival, they found
a magnificent forest dominated by oaks. The up-
lands also had hickories and a few pines.. most
of the pines...seen today came in after the original
torestwas destroved. Tulip poplar and beeeh were
the native trees on moist, well drained soils. Sy-
camore, sweetgum, river birch, and willow onl:cs
lined the creeks.

“The forest largely sustained the earliest setders,
providing...shelter, fuel and food. Wild turkeys,
white-tailed deer, and squirrels were dietary
staples.... Another valuable animal was the beaver....
[S]ettlers earned their living from the soil, forest,
or waterways.” ¢

Aspects of what historian Elizabeth Reid Murray
writes about Wake County-area farmers of 1750
also fit the first land grant holders in the Park area
twenty or thirty years later:

“Firsthand accounts of everyday life in Wake
County’s earliest settlement years are virtually non-
existent. No private records in the form of diaries
or lerters have come to light to give word pictures
of life at mid-[eighteenth] century. Many people
could neither read nor write; and even those who
could were far too busy clearing land, creating

shelters for their families and stock against ele-
ments and animals, and wrestling food from the
new, unproven soil, to think of rurning into re-
corded history the very real history they were
making. Any word pictures, therefore, of early
Wiake homes and their furnishings, marriages, and
births, illnesses and funerals, children’s education,
entertainment, social and religious acuvities, must
be pieced together from bits and scraps recorded
in the few documents that have survived, and from
faily stories handed down through generatons
to present-day descendants.””

1960s graduate student William Willis” notebooks
contain a map showing the 34 earliest, mostly post-
colonial, land grants for properties in the WB.
Umstead State Park area. Willis apparently got the
information from A.B. Markham, who in 1973
copyrighted his map called “Landgrants to Early
Setders in Present Wake County, period 1739 to
1830.” (Appendix C lists the landowners.)

The first grant in Willis’ notebook, for William
Warren, is notable because we have a genealogy
of Warren’s family covering parts of cach gencra-
tion from 1779, when Warren reccived his grant,
to the 1930, when the federal government bought
the property build the Park. The Warren grant

is listed below:

(1) William Warren, grant #727 1779 170 acres
on south side of Sycamore Creck, joining John
Purdom, James Pye, Ralph Hollificld and his own.
Begin at a pine at Purdom’s corner in Warren's
line runs south 200 poles to a ping, Pye’s corner—
then west 135 poles 0 a hickory in |Tollificld’s
line, then with said line north 200 poles to a small
red onk and then to the beginning, 3

Other early landowners were the Blakes, Pages and

Dillards. Descendants of these early Park area resi-
dents are represented in the oral histories that

follow.

Several creeks cut through the landscape, in places
flowing through steep ravines. Sveamore Creek me-
andered northwest w southeast before meeting
Craburee Creek, which flowed wesr to cast. Reedy
Creck flowed north to meet Crabiree Creek. There

‘ "
were no natural lakes in the area.

Along the creeks, water-powered mills were bulr
durin»g the 19th century. Page’s Mill, later called
the (Enmpnny Mill, was built on Crabtree Creck
about 1810; the George l.yan Mill was built by
1871 on Sveamore Creck, and another mill appar-
ently existed on Sycamore Creek below where the
Big}.nke dam is now. Other mills included one on
thcd_\' Creck and Cook’s Mill on Richland Creck."”

Farming life progressed rather unevenrfully until
the outbreak of the Civil War, Men from Park arca
familics may have joined two (onfederate mili-
tary gmups'bnscd in Cedar Fork District, which
likely included the western side of the community

that Stories in Stone documents. Wake Counry his-
torian Jilizabeth Reid Murray stares that, unril
surveyor Tendol Bevers made his Wake County
rownship map in 1871, the county was divided
into caprain’s districts, many of which had indcfi-
nite boundaries. Bevers’ Cedar Fork Township
map, shown in the drawing on Page 15, includes
such pre-Park community landmarks as A the
Company Mill pond on Crabtree Creek, B) the O
Page homesite, and () Adams Crossroads. See the
Community ] andmarks map on Page 17 for per-

spective.
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Below: The annual King fanily | {IN & F WL_- )
reunion, ¢. 1923. —— —
W hite-bearded Al King appears before the
building with his sons.

An identification key to most of the people
in this phato is on the following pages.
Appendix B shows how many of these

peapie were related to
\William Al King.

The K'ms Famil_xj by / )
P William  Alisort “Al"_}{ans i&?.‘l-m;, @ ff) ‘
m. Malissie " Luey Hawking Warren, 1833- 1902

— T I | | ]

. r\‘“ﬂ Delanie Susan Jane Tohn Sid William A Dwckeh Jv. wilc,Y Rufus
Bsdcy Mar m. Exra King 1956 -1937% 2 -194Y 1895+ 1451 “Gus”
'%g;rl\qf_',—oné 1955-1933 1373~ 1964
18671932 — T ! m. Belty Pearl
Mallie. John Melissa I
i iicgs-l‘l{;}'_l Oillacd w J
e inewie
Eenest Pres* g 182 —NLLE’_ m;’
13861913
m. Viola 6"&‘( z
4 quilla
579’1""7 % b 1A24
| I I g
. Kebecca Hazel Myetle Claire Bruce
g—‘l‘q‘lﬁj‘g WETD) bz b. 1927 b. 1330

P&Uplt' whose names are underlined are quoted in Hais ‘ocok .

This is @ Pm-:ial Family Tree. See Appendix B lor additional King family members.
NERERL
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August 31, 1923 King Family Reunion

1. Julius Dillard

2. Mr. Maynard

3. Maynard boy

4. Maynard girl

5. Gladys King

6. Annie Slater

7. Tom Blake

9. Fietta Blake

10. George Tyson
12. Emma Tyson
13. Thomas Slater
14. Robert Blake
15. Alcie King

16. Eddie Dillard
18. Sally S. King
19. Lee Slater
(inf.)

20. Eunice King
21. Elvis King

22. Elva King

23. Mallie King
24. Rebecca Jones
25. Quinetta King
27. Delaney King
28. Melissa King
29. Susan King
30. Carletta King
31. Wm “Dutch” King
32. Rufus King
33. Wiley “Gus” King
34. Al King

35. Velia Dillard
36. Norma Dillard
37.John 8. King
38. Andrew Shaw
43. Ernest King
44, Ernest’s baby
45. Viola Kin

46. Delie Allen

47. Delie’s baby.
48, Joe King’s ch
49. Joe King

50. Minnie King
51. Minnie’s baby
52. Jack King

53. Hortense King
54. Iola King

55. Eldridge King
57. Fenton King
58. Charles Brown
60. Bertie King

63. Una Mae Smith
64. Lola Slater Blake
65. Bervie Blake

66. Charlie Dillard
67. Millard King
68. Gordon King
69. Verena King
70. Lillian Dillard
71. Agatha King
72. Juanita King
73. Armour Dillard
74. Marvin Allen
75. Curtis King
76. Clyde Dillard
77. Etoil King

78. Rebecca King
79.Willard Allen
80. Macon Allen
82. Archie King
83. Elmer Dillard
84. Clifton King
85. Waylon King
86. Foy King

g
Unknowns: 8, 11, 17, 26, 40-42, 56, 59, 61,

62, 81,87,88

Identifications by Agatha King Johnson
Figures 61-66 appear on the next page.
Reunion host Al King (no. 34) is the man with

the white beard.

Appendix B shows how many of these
people were related to William “Al” King.
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The. Warren ShS}QFS’ Gene.olo%ﬂ

Adiliam Warren Sr dicd 1816 (est) estare setlled 1-9- 1816
T Chorlstte (last name UK nown )

1 T

[ ] | \
Joseph Williamde. P“"’"[ Michael 'Hmr-] MCHu\e:r Wil
m‘na-
Tackson

William Pnckney, b.12-10-1822, & (- 26-1303
m. Elizabeth Fances Caraline Kath . b1-241823 d4.10-12-1218

Nﬂ’r‘-ﬂn;‘. R\J |e;1 James Pn;km_\’ :lams

endred

— s — f o .
Whle Rufos “us‘n S.clomus Henry Burke Sara Rtla Toroel finckney (Tz2y) \J.\lmm Alfred
{Tead) . 1862-193% o185 d.4-29-14u {
ooy Haley ™ '\..ora Scrrb\l m Maggie Sorrell  madileHaley o Henrickta Cope lam Sam
1858-1934 b.i0-23- 1812 d.10- T189% .g“_ Hﬁssco-s |
[ I | ' f I T_Jj ]__’}'4! \
Lemoal Clem ok
LotherSe Ruther c:f&:’ ] Ira ‘?ﬂéaﬁ Lila, Fioyd Bertho Nellie I
s Ridley b.10-4-Roe 3
YRR NRE ST L™ 1'3,"“ 451903 K(z‘%g_?hou e
- SHI . Ceuteh fie\d 50’49 if
Luther Jr. f }
ﬁnpkuhmmnn.w&rlu-a\mqw in Hhin bodk . .’c: EJS |

arren ssters
«Other children of \E illiam Ajred and Nora were Romaie,
[ st (Cont): see photo, p. 246,

Abore, a partiad genealygy of the Warrer feasmeily. 1
4, and 54. These siblings speuk ,:'m;m.'n‘/) nithin.

Ve, | dto, and 1.aQnea, listed on bottoy rois;, are pactured o pages 1. 20,

I onnie, Charles (Chuby). and
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Meyritt pillard (bern in Wake Co.)
1778-1359
m.. Elizabeth (no maiden name)

calvin Henry pillard
1801-1884
m. Mary (Sauls?)

<

william H. Dillard
1829-1895
m. Ann Eliza Soerrell, 1854

-

Julius Everett pillard
1869-1947
m. Sallie Estelle McGhes 1924

Rachel Dillard McDowells abandoned childhood home in 1990. Until recently it stood just outside the Park border.

Rachel Francis pillard Mcpowell
b.1928
m._Jack Mcpowell, 1951

Merritt Dillard was an early Park area landbolder. This
graphic ends with his greas-great-granddaughter, Rachel
Dillard McDowell (photo p. 46), the author of the Ebenezer
Church history excerpted on pages 46-48. Rachel’s parents,
Julins and Sallie, are pictured on page 203.
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Site §10: Grissom Homesite

Litde remains at the Grissom homesite but two
large piles of rock, one of which pardally retains
a structural look. “It was a chimney,” says Joseph
Samuel Grissom.

He explains that there were two houses, one in
which he and his parents and two sisters lived,
and a log cabin next door where his great-
grandparents lived.

The family had a cow and for a while a
pig, too. Joe’s father maintained the
grounds at Camp Craggy Boy Scout Camp
on the next ridge and did carpentry on the
side. He built a chicken house behind the
home. The rectangular foundations are sdll
there.

Joe recalls that his mother washed the
family’s laundry next to a nearby stream.
His father made a small concrete impound-
ment for a spring that is further down the
rocky streambed. He scratched his initials
and the words “Camp Craggy” in the con-
crete. You can still make out the words.

e [—

VVirginia Rebecca Grissom visiting abandoned home riin at the
Grissom site (S10) in the 19505

Chicken bouse foundations today at
Grissons bomesite.

Menmbers of the Grissom family before one of two bouses on their property, 1935.
Left 2o right, Virginia Grissom Walden, Joseph Samuel’s great-grandmother; Joe’s
sdster Gladys; Joe; bis sister Virginia Rebecea, in ber mother’s arms; Lucille

Aldrich Grissom, mother of the children.
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Lip by the house a tree had tipped over, leaving a
pit. “My dog liked to curl up in there and go 1o

sleep,” Joe laughs.

Joes bovhood chores included raking a long walk

toa springhouse, lugging water buckers home, and

voing down to the Company Mill to ger cornmeal
from his great-grandfarher, the miller.

Joe remembers how the friction of millstones
warmed freshly ground cornmenl, and how the

cornmeal warmed the metal pail he earried home.

“When | was a lirde fellow, people boughrt their

lard in a little tin bucker. Livery morning my great-

were ready,” s

ForRmMCpy 1934
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“He knew where every arapevine was, about the
fime they got ripe, where every strawberny paich
was, where anvthing good was, ar the right nme

of the vear,” says Rebeeea.

“He had a knack for knowing when the walnurs

s Guv “They said he could hear a

walnut fall. When vou rurned the ice cream freerer

he would alwavs show up just about thar nime.

Jusepls Svmised Corissony

- ". = .
Cony enel Rebeeea Mowre e 1999 d:.,

“] remember the day we made ice cream and [the
neighbor] came,” Rebecca says. “You didn’t eat
the ice cream as soon as it was ready, you let it sit
awhile. You put a cover over-it. It seems some-
body in our family sat on the ice cream freezer
undil that fellow left.”

“Becky’s daddy sat on it and almost froze his be-
hind because they couldn’t get rid of the neighbor,”

Guy says.

Site S11: Camp Craggy

A History of the Rotary Club of Raleigh, North Caro-
lina, 1914-1955, notes that, “The historic decision
to purchase [for Camp Craggy] the Old Company
Mill site... was reached at a regular meeting on
March 28, 1927. The site had marked the busi-
ness beginnings of a family famous in North
Carolina, a member of which, Frank Page, was at
that moment presiding as president of the club.™"

To the right of the Camp
Craggy stairs is a small

erandmother used to send me down o the Com-
pany Mill, where my great-grandfather worked, 1o
get fresh corn meal. Thar was my chore. I'd have
one of those buckets, and my greac-grandfather
would sav, “Pur it under the hopper, boy! Don’t
spill 1t?” and the bucket would fill up with wirm

cornmeal. | liked to hold the bucker because i

would ger warm. My great-grandmother slow-
cooked cornbread on low hear for lunch and
suppcr. It rook most of the mormng.” 12

As a boy, Joe spent a lot of tme plaving alone in
the woods. Oceasionally Joe would sce some Boy
Scours from Camp Craggy across the way, "W
going to camp out in the woods!™ they'd exulr. Joe
thought that was a dumb idea.

Joe says that the Grissoms were neghborly but
independent. Flis sister Virginia Rebeeea (b, 1933)
and her husband Guy Moore (b. 1928) reeall a
persistent neighbor who alwavs knew where to find

good things o cat.

pond contained by a stone
dam. This is where the
Boy Scouts swam. There

once was a diving tower, Joseph Samuel Grissom
savs: “One of my Dad’s jobs was to clean the silr

out of the pond.”

1f vou go up the stairs 1o the left, you'lTsce s coun-
cil circle made of quartz *The scours had stone
benehes in the cirele ar one time,” Joe savs. What
appear 1o by picces of these benches ase up the

hill near the camp well.

There were once scout cabins and an open area
with a flagpole on the hillside below the circle,
Joe says. Part of the flagpole is still there. Above
the circle was the mess hall. *1 remember when
the mess hall burned down,” Joe savs. “The Park
staff came out. They were very concerned abour

a forese fire.”
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Garth Hamilton introduced me 10 Joe Grissom,
whose great-grandfather had once operated the
Company Mill on Crabtree Creek. My inter-
view with Joe led to contacts with other former
Park area residents from whom I gathered oral
history. Many of these people shared docu-
ments and photographs with me.

Fctd

Joseph Samuel Grissom’s (b, 1928, site §1 0, phot
P- 182) father Joseph Stephen (photo p. 182), wh
was not alandowner, “pursucd the carpentry tra¢
and moved just ourside of the Park near Caree

Finley Seadium,” his son savs,

Fe3y
British Sailors Stay at CCC Camp

William B. Umistead Stare Park history enthusiast
Garrh Hamilion reealls chis ancedore from awalk

he ook with Joseph Samucl Grissom: “One of

M Grissom’s most vivid memories |of growing
up in the park area] was of the Bridsh sailors that
were quartered at the CCC camp during World
War IL" Garth relares. *Every Sarurday night there
wits o dance in the reereaton hall and almeost ev-
ervbody in the communiny acended, including the
kids. There was warm beer for the Brirs and cold
beer for the locals, 1ce eream and milk for the kids.”

PEM

54 Company Mill dam ruins
55 Steel footbridge
S6 Quarried stones
S7 Company Mill Monument
58 Bridge supports

5§ Explosives magazine
510 Grissom home site

Reedy Creek
Perking Lot
P4
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Site 510: Grissom Homesite

lrom rhe mound and bridge supports on the G
pany Mill Trail, rerrace vour sreps west ab
forrv-five vards to the rail marker wich a “hil
symbol, then continue fifteen more steps. The
Mill Road cuts uphill abour cwenty vards on
right (north) side of rhe Company Mill Trail. 1
the Old Mill Road opening, which is blockec
several downed logs, and follow this path up
Go about one hundred vards, then enter the o
area just beyond a large pit to the lefr of the
Somc stone piles here mark the Grissom ho

site.

Pe 196

Joseph Samucl Grissom’s (b. 1928, sire S10, photo
p- 182) grear-grandfather was the last mill opera-
tor before the mill was damaged in 2 lue 193
flood. “You have to realize that in those days
creck was much higher, before they builr all o
impoundments upstream,” Joe savs. In those da
sometimes the warer flooded over the banks
covered the arcas on cither side of the ereck, |
remembers,

PG (80

The Boy Scours closed down
Camp Craggy in the mid-1930,
Bue the local community still used
the lake, Joe Grissom remembers.
“The road would be lined with
the cars of people from miles
around,” he says,

To site E10 Sycamore-
Creek Bridge
GRAYLYN TRAIL
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Site S8: Bridge Supports for Bridge Landing
\pproximarely one hundred vards downseream on
the right side of the Company Mill “Irail are 2
tlat-ropped carthen mound and three steck-rein-

forced concrete structures.

“There used o be a fwooden| bridge right there,”
Joe Grissom savs, Joe remembers standing by rhe
creek as a child and seeing wood pilings prorrud-
ing trom the landing on the south bank,

Joe explains that the road on the south bank came
from Caryv: “Where [-40 is now was corn ficlds.
The road came across about where Harrison Av-
enue s [into the Park area.]” He says thar the road
followed the same roure raken by the modern hard-
surfaced road rowards the ranger starion, then
veered to the left ar the first ranger house as it
does roday. A black family named the Browns lived
on the ranger house site in the 19305,

“The road from Carv wene right by Parsy Brown's
house,” savs Joe. He explains rhar rhe road con-
unued straight down to the ereck, where it curved
sharply to the right, following the creck about 100
vards downstream to the bridge landing. Traces
of that road are still distinguishable.
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