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FOREWORD

Publication of this book is an achievement made possible by con-
tributions of literally thousands of hours of work by some 70 volunteer
writers and researchers in Bollinger County and elsewhere. None of
them received any remuneration for their work. It was a labor of love
for all of them.

While I take pride in having been the first to suggest such a project
be undertaken by the Bollinger County Bicentennial Commission, I
take even more pride in the ability and dedication of the writers and
editors who made this book possible. My part as chairman was in-
significant compared to the others who contributed so much in time,
talent and energy.

Above all. great credit must go to Mrs. Mary L. Hahn, the editor,
and to Mrs. Blanche Reilly, the associate editor. Without either of
these two women the project would not have been possible. From the
beginning. Mrs. Hahn presided at the meetings of the writers, made
the assignments, worked with the writers when problems arose, and
was truly the spark that made the project burn with enthusiasm. She
has given freely in so many ways to make this a worthwhile project of
enduring value to the people of the county. Mrs. Reilly, an inspiration
to all of us, contributed an enormous amount of work in compiling
historical facts for many sections in the book. She was the chief writer
and reseacher for the history of Glen Allen, a comprehensive and
professional piece of work. The two of them—with their vast
knowledge of Bollinger County history—made an excellent editorial
team to work with the writers of the numerous articles.

To them and all the others who gave so unselfishly of their time, I
express grateful thanks and heartfelt appreciation. I am certain this
book will be appreciated for many, many decades by the people of
Bollinger County.

Cletis R. Ellinghouse
Chairman
May 29, 1976
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fee charged will be used to continue funding t}me ptr)og;gpl. 'i‘::rtt\;;z
t any time in a building

bulances are kept ready for use a .

2{2 i:il square, originally built for a broom factory but more recently

used as Brown's Upholstery Shop.

Association For Retarded Children, Inc.

The Bollinger County Association For Betarded C'lill‘zdgerllg“_rgs incor-
orated as a State of Missouri corporfxtlon on A}')l‘l. . 1972. "
b The workshop opened in the old agriculture building in LuteS\'l lf.
on December 7, 1972. The first work contract was furlnlsher_ilokz?e dt ai
e The mamyes of employes Increnced as well 2 che work
the beginning. The number of employ eas daswell as the work

contracts. More space was needed and th.e xfork‘s op cas moved

hasement of the old grade school building in November 2.
Ih%"':;sipace soon became inadequate, so A: R._C.Jplu.rc;’n;_s;d "[t‘::
Schreiner Implement property in Marble -l-_hll, in July i}m{ .eopie
workshop moved into this building Oct. 1, 19‘10. There are sixty p
emploved in the workshop at the present time.

State Training Center No. 41

A school, especially designed to assist in trainingg ;ev;ye.ly. hgax:g;‘

App i is 1 i built in 1973 adjoinin
icapped children, is located in an annex . .
Lutpezville Presbyterian Church. It }:vashstar}t]ed in 1961 in a small

i ; ch.

house on the same site, owned by the chur . ' i

Gene Francis was the first teacher and remained u_nnl 13163. glr]s
Martha James Woodyard taught the school yea;; of l1960-6169. ée 1'65; '1?}1:
Bri t rith the school vear -67.

dges. the present teacher, began wit ar 19 7. Tk
(>N gZCger’< aid.ers. Lela Upchurch, began the work she is still doing, in
1967. ' o '
At first a minimum of 10 children was required to malr}ta;n a un;i'.
\'o.w an average attendance of 8 pupils is nece;sary. Pﬁ)exzillls]e:ngie_v
‘ i i district may be enro . 3
school in the Southeast Missouri c!xstrlc \ ol :
:'e referred by regular school districts to the state officials vx"hohasmegP
the individual pupils to the training center nearest tChenrt 'o}r:xa:é
Children from Stoddard County and Cape Girardeau County

i i | center.

been enrolled at times in the loca

During the first year, Mrs. Lois Kucera operattled a stalte-ow::dul;:;

i ter. After that, a plan w

and transported pupils to the cen Afte t, as .
whereby individuals brought them. Beginning this year, 19}_;:5t 76, ;::3
state-owned buses are used for that purpose. Arthur Estes
Herbert Newell are the bus drivers.

Livestock Producers’ Association

Bollinger County Livestock Producers’ Association has grown, since
its beginning in 1959, to an enterprise that serves all of Wayne, Perry,
Madison. and Bollinger Counties, as well as parts of Butler and St,
Francois Counties. Pig sales are held twice each month, one calf sale is
held in the spring and two are in the fall of each year, at their lot on
Highway 51 between Patton and Marble Hill. Buyers come from the
states of Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana and Kansas, in addition to cthers
from many parts of Missouri. The sale barn. just 30 miles from Illinois
is ideally located near the bootheel of Missouri where large amounts of
grain are harvested and the demand for stock is great.

Organizers of the incorporation, which was formed in 1959, were
Richard Holecamp. Missouri Department of Conservation; Carl
Hunter. Bollinger County Extension Agent: Lawrence Macke, Eugene
J. Taylor. Delmar Hanners and William Fulton. The board chosen at
that time included W, J. Robinson, president: Lawrence Macke, vice-
president; William Doggett, secretary-treasurer: Junior Wilfong,
Roscoe Wilfong, Paul Mouser, Simon Jansen. Junior Withers, Henry
Francis and Charles Fulbright. Mrs. E. J. Taylor served as secretary
of the organization from its beginning until 1967. W. J. Robinson and
Lawrence Macke have retained their offices since 1959. Dorothy Lin-
coln now serves as secretary at the sales; Gale Francis and Donald
Barks have replaced Henry Francis and Charles Fulbright as
members of the board. For the past two years, consignees have been
paid on the night of the sale for their stock which was sold. Mary Jane
Fulton and Donald Barks are paymasters who handle that transac-

tion.

Starting with $5000 borrowed from The Bollinger County Bank, with
all labor donated, the pens and sales pavilion were constructed. In
1963, a well was drilled and a water system was installed. An office
building. kitchen and sanitary facilities were built in 1964, During the
year of 1966-67, a 218 feet X 84 feet, $35,000 building with scales was
added for weighing, tagging and sorting the livestock.

Increased sales have demanded continued improvements and by
May 1976 facilities were available to handle an average of 1400-1900
sales to 40 to 50 buyers at one night’s sale. On May 24, 1976, there
were 88 consignees and 1700 actual sales were handled.

Livestock producers of Bollinger County will soon have the services
of Dr. Wm. F. Bryson, doctor of veterinary medicine of Fredericktown,
who will be spending one day a week working with the local farmers. A
building is now being added to others on the sale lot to be used by the
doctor who has worked with the sales promotion since its beginning
and has rendered much valuable assistance in handling the livestock.
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Other board members mentioned in the available records for the
period from 1882-1905 were: Phillip Barks, Oliver Perkins, T. J.
Barks, Oliver Slagle. Ben Thornburgh. Frank Formway, Wm. Bair,
C. M. Thornburgh, C. P. Caldwell, Eli Hahn, A. Mitchell, Henry
Elfrank and R. L. Barks.

The same records indicate that in 1905 the school was moved from
the original site to a tract known as part of the Houck land. owned by
Louis and Mary Houck. Mr. Houck was the railroad builder and land
developer who also published a history of southeast Missouri. In
some of hiz other unpublished writings he said. “'In the fall of 1869 1
attended Circuit Court at Marble Hill. Later I bought an 80 acre tract
of land for 3200 and sold about 32,000 worth of timber off of it. It is on
a high ridge overlooking Marble Hill and that is the reason I bought
it.” It was a parcel of that land which was deeded to District No. T on
April 26, 1903.

Records of that era do not mention building the new school, but an
expense account showed they had a cistern dug. bought lumber,
doors, windows, brick and a stove. The new site was south of the Mar-
ble Hill-Leopold road and joined the road right of way. The new school
building was a frame structure.

/
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At some time during that period, the district number changed trom Marble Hill Elementary School used until 1938 w
g = structure was erected. ! 1938 when the present rock

7 to 48 which was used until April of 1950. There were also manv
changes in board members and many different teachers during that 45

assigned to them. Enrollment varied with the population. therefore

vears.
The first teacher in the new building was Miss Lillie McNamara. In the number of pupils and :
teach :

1913 A. W. Mitchell was teacher: in 1914, Elsie Thomas, and in 1915, building was %_mm _“mmm momwnmoﬂwnwwmﬂmma :.ME::Em no. :Hmw,ﬁ.gmﬂ

Thomas Huskev. An incomplete list of teachers who followed in- Academy before the first building was noHMm _Mﬂmm% w\%m.«mmi-va_mr

cludes: Ora Hahn, Ora Crader, Joseph Caldwell, Mary Sullivan, Vera 1885. In 1893, the building was o_mmolv,mg 45 mmm: ._Q: EmM_o‘m.E%c.m g

G. Allmon. Leah m::rm&. Will Nanney, Connie mo_.::mm.ﬂ.. Julia and the teachers’ work was said to be :mavmamMmo“wowm?ﬂ_mmwﬁ;.

Kinder, Idell Baker, Elouise Miller, Mildred Hawn. Naomi Hahn, B ‘ facilities. Although the library was composed of choice works, it was

2 . . \ - 1 7 auantreC ,h wUUnﬁm 1
A Elmer Sample. Elouise Upchurch, Vernadeane Bridges, Ruby cuinter " small and the schoolhouse, which was “lacking in tasteful arrange-
ment and attractive appearance’” was too small to accommodate the

Kirkpatrick and Verdetta Hahn.

Some of the board members mentioned in the old records of that attendance, F
! ¢ JRET : g . Frequently teachers we inst 5
period were W. A. Barks, J. A. Nenninecer, L. E. Adams, Gay Estes, C. pupils in one room which was far ZMM M.Mwuzﬂmﬂwﬂm”w ﬁ_mm:.c.n.ﬂ BilFem G2
C. Burgett. J. E. Kinder, A. P. Crader, F. P. Welch, Ora Hahn, R. B. ditions. : € existing con-
Conrad, E. M. Hawn, Henry Seesing, Jacob Vandeven, Lyman Hahn Sometime | : 0oy
’ + SLEAT B =5, iddedas:. ; ! ater, the frame building was torn down and a bri
Eo&m_, Barks, U. E. Haynes, Lester Hahn, W. T. Fox, Milford was erected on approximately the same site, It contained a _mwmwwcwm.w
wo:EmmH. and Melburn Baker. o with a small cloak room on each side and behind them were th
In April of 1950 the school became a part of the Marble Hill district. classrooms. At first there were two classrooms with a partiti ' wm
The _,E:n:nrm is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Eaker who have center that could be raised upward into the attic Emmwn ~MMQMH“M .
meomm_wa it into a dwelling for their family. . . large room. That much space provided room for S.msa, mdﬁmz 3 o:w
The first schoolhouse known to have been in Marble Hill was a and programs. and served as a community hall on special aimments
frame building with two rooms on each floor. At one time there were was District No. 47, and had a six EmB.cQ. ,,,nroo_w mum ho_nnmwzim. "
NO. %, X- E oard.

four teachers, one for each room. covering as many grades as were At that time there were four grades in each Yoo, When th I
S . e enroll-

[(e]
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ment at Will Mayfield College increased in the middle 1920s, the
town’s population and enrollment at the elementary school also grew
and more rooms were needed. The movable partition was removed
and the floor space was divided into three rooms with statior.ary walls.
Three teachers were employed, with the two primary grades being
taught in the center room; three intermediate grades were in a room
on one side of it; and grades six through eight were taught in the other
room.

The traditional old school bell hung in the belfry of the brick school
house. Each morning, after recesses, and at noon. it was rung to signal
the pupils from the outdoor playground to their respective rooms for
classes. There was also an unfinished basement under the building,
used mainly for storing fuel that was carried upstairs to burn in the
stoves used to heat each room. Drinking water came from a well in the
school yard and there were two outdoor toilets.

The present building of native stone, erected in 1938 as a W, P. A.
project, now has modern facilities, although at the time it was com-
pleted they were almost completely lacking. When this building was
first used, there were classrooms available on each floor, but the
number of teachers varied from two to four for the eight grades,
depending again on the fluctuating population of the district, es-
pecially the town of Marble Hill. The teacher of the upper grades in
the school also served as its principal.

In 1955, the rural schools of Hog Creek, Hamestring, and Thorn-
burgh, all east of Marble Hill, became a part of the consolidated dis-
trict, and it was then known as Marble Hill C-I. In 1957, when
reorganization was first approved, it became a part of the Bollinger
County District R-IV which was later renamed Woodland R-IV.

Will Mayfield College, once termed an “educational enterprise of
the St. Francois Baptist Association, actually began as the Mayfield-
Smith Academy at Smithville in northern Bollinger County. The
organization and support of a Baptist school in southeast Missouri
was largely due to a young Baptist, Dr. William Henderson Mayfield,
M.D. (SEE BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH)

Dr. Mayfield. while associated with Dr. H. J. Smith in the study of
medicine at Smithville, began to realize the need for such an institu-
tion. Dr. Smith who was a Presbyterian, drew up a subscription in
February of 1878 and secured $1.100 for a Baptist school. Dr. Mayfield

presented the plan to the Baptist Association. and it was readily
accepted. He then increased the subscription to $1.400. The name
Mayfield-Smith Academy was selected in honor of the two doctors.

The first session. in 1878-79, was taught in a hall owned by Dr.
Smith in Smithville. with 22 pupils enrolled. Attempts to construct a
building there failed, so the school was moved to Marble Hill in 1880.

Two vears later, a campus of 10 acres was obtained. and by 1884 the -
first two-story building was completed. In January 1885, 83 pupils
were enrolled for the first sessions there. Rosemont Hall. a boarding
hall tor voung lady students, completed by 1896, also included a
splendid basement. bovs’ waiting room. a dining hall. and gas lights.

The Baptist Association changed the name to Will Mayfield College
in 1903 to honor the memory of Dr. and Mrs. William Henderson
Mayfield's son. who had died the vear before.

Strict supervision was maintained at all times over the students
attending Will Mayfield, but the wide range of courses offered there,
and the splendid Christian atmosphere endeared the school to hun-
dreds of students who came from a wide area. covering much of
southeast Missouri and adjoining states. Cultural advantages were
gmphasized in the school and although the enrollment did not reach
its peak of two hundred pupils until 1925, Will Mayfield College was
known as one of the most favorably and carefully operated institutions
of learning in the whole state of Missouri. It has often been said that at
one time there were more professional people in many different walks
of life. or categories of work. throughout Missouri. as well as in many
other states. who had once had some kind of training at Will Mayfield
College than from any other single institution in operation durfng its
vears of service. The religious training found there, its enviable
athletic record. the strong department of music, and the scientific an¢
classical courses offered, were of interest to students who were trving
to select a school of higher learning. )

A frame gymnasium was built in the early 1920s and a new modern
Arts and Science building was under construction shortly afterwards.
Franklin Hall. a large residence in town which was built by Barton
Snider. was purchased for a boys’ dormitory. The peak enrollment of
around 200 students came shortly after those improvements to the
physical layout of the school. The faculty was also enlarged and the
athletic and scholastic programs were improved.

Then on Dec. 17, 1926, Rosemont Hall burned. Girls who had been
housed there were transferred to Franklin Hall and young men
students were allowed to find boarding places in private homes in
town. About that same time, the heavy indebtedness incurred when
Fhe Arts and Science building was erected caused some problems and
in that same period the school’s endowment fund. which was never to
have been changed, was spent without the proper authorization. The
final outcome was the closing of Will Mayfield.

The burning of Rosemont Hall resulted in a loss of $40,000 just at
the time when finances were presenting a problem to the board of
trustees. The Articles of Association drawn up at the time the school
was chartered in 1903, and revised in 1912, stated that the school was
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“in a financial condition intended to be a permanent and remarkably
firm foundation or basis for its future”, but something changed that
and the fatal blow came in January of 1930 when the decision was
made to close the school until May of that vear. Plans began at once to
provide some means for re-opening at a later date. and several
attempts were made. Thev proved unsuccessful and after commence-
ment on May 24, 1934, when there were only seven graduates. the
“educational enterprise” which had begun in 1873 because of a few
tarsighted men and prospered because of answered pravers. was per-
manently closed.

Hundreds of people from over Missouri. even as far north as St.
Louis, had served on the board of trustees that governed the operation
of Will Mayfield College over its span of almost one-half century. It
would be impossible to name them all. but the actual administration
of the school was under the guidance of several devout Christian
leaders who will always be revered for their many vears of service to
the school, and through it. to the communitv.

Among those leaders are such men as Professors David W. Graves
(1886). R. R. Graham (1891-94), W. A, Davault (1896-1921), F. G.
Hendershot (1900-1907), and A. F. Hendricks (1907-25). who was also
president. Rev. Thomas H. Jenkins was Professor of Religious Educa-
tion for many vears; John H. Harty was Dean of the school and also
acting president (1924-23). Vest C. Myers, who became Dean of
Southeast Missouri State College in Cape Girardeau. established the
Myvers Declamation Contest at Will Mayfield in 1924; Bower W. Aly,
who taught in the English department of Mayfield in 1925, and W. J.
Hamilton, who was history professor here around 1925-27. also
became professors at the college in Cape Girardeau later. Many other
men and women gave generously of themselves, their time and their
money throughout the history of Will Maxvfield College.

After the closing of the school, the two brick buildings on the cam-
pus, the gvmnasium and Franklin Hall were unused for a period of
time. Later, the gymnasium building was sold to the Patton High
School, moved there and rebuilt into a gymnasium: Franklin Hall was
sold to private individuals; the campus and the two buildings on it
were eventually sold by the bonding company in St. Louis. Today El
Nathan home is operated on the former college campus by Mrs. Lottie
Bollinger and her daughter, Minna Gene.

The most complete history of Will Mayfield College ever written is
found in Bits of History by Mary L. Hahn of Marble Hill, published
in 1972.

When Will Mayfield College closed its doors. Marble Hill and
Bollinger County, as well as all of southeast Missouri. suffered a loss
that could only be repaid with something of a similar nature, an in-
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Aerial view, top. of Will Mavfield Coll

Aeria v ege campus, shows administration
building erected in 1334, :

uilding ind arts and science huilding first used in 1924
23. }-74 .\uithan Home, lower phntn__ built in 1971 joins the old administra-
tion building on the west. at the site of Rosemont Hall, a girls’ dormitory
which burned in 192 )

stitution founded on faith. fostering Christian principles from day to
day in its work. The answer was El Nathan Home which was begu;a in
Buffalo, New York through the Christian work of Abigail Townsend
Luffe in 1901. and moved here in 1954,

In 1941 the Will Mavfield College property passed into the hands of
Mrs. Lottie James Bollinger who submitted the highest bid toward
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purchasing it. Mrs. Bollinger, who had been disappointed in not get-
ting to complete her education at Will Mayfield in the days of her
vouth, was burdened enough to pray for guidance. and if it were the
Lord's will those buildings would be used again in Christian work as
thev had been in years past, and for which they had been dedicated.

She knew definitely that her prayers had been answered when three
years later local carpenters and workmen had restored the buildings
which were in a terrible state of repair when she bought them.

What was not known, however, concerned the Lord’s work in
preparing the property at Marble Hill so that it could meet the impend-
ing need of a new location for continuing the work of El Nathan.
About that same time, the new fire laws of the City of Buffalo had
condemned the beautiful old mansion that had been the home of El
Nathan since 1921. After a visit to Marble Hill in 1954. the board of
directors of the home decided to continue its Christian work in Marble
Hill.

The similarity between the background of Will Mavfield College
and El Nathan Home is nothing less than phenomenal. Just as the
college had been largely the dreams of Dr. Wm. H. Mayfield and his
wife who were devout Christians, so was El Nathan Home the dream
of Sister Abigail”’ who as a young Christian was interested in helping
others, especially those sick and suffering. The Mayfields are known
to have given God the credit for any successes they may have had in
His work with schools or hospitals. Likewise, *'Sister Abigail’”’ trusted
the Lord to provide financially for her needs and one of the results was
the home named El Nathan, meaning “God’s Gift Home.

Abigail Townsend Luffe, who became “Sister Abigail” to people all
over the world, was born in England in 1859 and in her early life was
influenced by many other great Christian workers. She was known for
her words, *‘Little is much when God is in it”.

Mrs. Bollinger and her family first heard of Mrs. Luffe when T.
Bruce Gilbert presented a book entitled Sister Abigail, concerning
her life. to the Bollinger family in 1921 when he was a guest in their
home at Zalma while holding an evangelistic meeting there. It could
have been through that small seed sown then in the lives of Mrs.
Bollinger and her daughter, Minna Gene, and by their prayers and
hard work, that the buildings on College Hill came “alive” again in
the Lord's work. Situated on one of the higher elevations of the town,
the site was once described as a place where ““the eyes of the beholder
may feast on the magnificent scenery of the surrounding hills which
rise one above the other, until they seem to fade away in the beautiful
sky far bevond; a panorama, lovely, picturesque and sublime,
calculated to arouse the holiest emotions of the soul”.

It is also possible that as a result of that visit of Mr. Gilbert in their
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Zalma home, that Minna Gene Bollinger answered a call in 1952 for .

someone interested in the tvpe of Christian work carried on at El
Nathan in Buffalo, and was selected over other applicants because she
had been engaged in the care of the elderly since she was 17. Cir-
cumstances had gradually drawn her into that particular area of
Christian work and no doubt much of the dedication to duty shown by
her and her mother at El Nathan today is also the result of their first
knowledge of “Sister Abigail” and her work for the Lord.

A new wing built for El Nathan Home, on the west side of the
original Mayfield administration building. was dedicated in June of
1971 on the 50th anniversary of El Nathan's incorporation in New
York. For that happy praise service. T. Bruce Gilbert came back to
Bollinger County. after 50 years, to give the dedication address.

In less than three yvears, the Lord had provided, without soliciting
for donations. or making pleas for funds, the 386,000 needed to com-
plete the new addition. Now it is beautifully furnished with some of
the effects moved here from the mansion it once occupied in Buffalo.
and is home for many Christians today.

The work of El Nathan is incorporated under state and federal laws
as a non-sectarian, non-profit, Christian faith work.

Major Business Fires

The main business section which was in the original village of Mar-
ble Hill has suffered two major fires; businesses in other areas have
also been burned.

In February of 1922, citizens of the village were awakened on a
Saturday night by the call of “Fire!” and they turned out to help fight
the worst fire in the history of Marble Hill.

Flames were first discovered about 1 o’clock that morning by Henry
W. Winters who lived west of Lutesville. He telephoned the night
operator and although the fire was very near the Advance Telephone
Company office in which she was working, she was not aware of any
fire. It was not long. however. before Mrs. S. R. Smith and Mrs. J. A.
Taylor who both lived near, and Judge G. A. Conrad who was spend-
ing the night at the home of Sheriff A. J. Baker at the county sheriff’s
residence, also spread an alarm.

The fire began in the Nu-Way Custom Mill, owned and operated by
Isaiah Park of Lutesville, situated just north of the Bank of Marble
Hill building where the telephone office was located on the second
floor. The volunteer fire department formed a bucket brigade, in
which men. women, boys and girls all participated, but was unable to
contain the fire in the mill building. It was soon completely enveloped
and resulted in a loss of about $9,000.

1t
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which to hold services. A lot was purchased in the north end of town

A Bollinger County Farm Bureau office and the Upchurch store ;
o unger - = : and work was begun on the foundation of a building for a Pentecostal .

D building. belonged to Herbert Upchurch for many years and was

rented for various purposes.

The Lutesville General Baptist Church had its beginning in a tent
revival conducted in the Railroad Park. July 3-11, 1948 by Rev. Lovd
Myers. At the close of the revival, Drum’s Hall was rented and
meetings were held there.

The church was organized on the 1st Sunday in March, 1949, with
10 charter members. Mellie Hahn, Rachel Myers, Norma Null.
Clarence Null, Stella Null, Lovd Muyers. Irene Myers, Billie
Stephens. Zola Stephens. and Beulah Fox. The church voted to join
Illmo Association and called Rev. Loyd Mvers as first pastor. The
church purchased ground for the present location from Mr. and Mrs.
L. A. Proffer, July 19. 1949, for the price of 8500. Money borrowed
from Dr. John Myers to cover the cost of the lot and erecting the
building, was $2,500. Rev. Myers turned the first shovel of dirt
for the foundation on July 22, 1949. The first service in the new church
was on the first Sunday in October, 1949. The debt was paid off in
April 1953 and the church was dedicated on May 3. 1953. On Aug. 11.
1954. 81,200 was borrowed for supplyving the basement. This was paid
off in May 1956. Trustees were Zola Stephens, O. S. Hahn, and W. A.
Wiseman.

Church pastors have been: Loyd Myers. Doyle Ivester, Tommy
Robertson, Homer James. Jimmy Fulbright, W. O. Liley, Homer
James, and Floyd Grindstaff.

Now there are 28 members and full time service with Sunday
school. Present trustees are: Lee Beardsley, Marion Rhodes. and
Charles Martin.

The Lutesville Assembly of God Church started in 1952 in Drum’s
Hall with four charter members, including Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Mouser, Rachel Stevens and Sarah Smith. The first pastor was Rev.
Brooks and he was followed by the Reverends Fox, Farmer and
Fowler. Later, Rev. Farmer came back to serve the church for a time
and was followed by Rev. Stroder and Rev. Gilders.

Sister Cooper was the next minister, followed by the Reverends
Bennett, House, and Robbie Holcombe. The present pastor is Rev.
Lawrence Cook.

.In 1954 the church built a basement near Highway 51 on the south
side of town. The upstairs of the church was completed between
the years of 1961 and 1964. New pews were added and a new piano was
purchased and dedicated.

In 1948, a tent revival was held in the Railroad Park in Lutesville
under the direction of Rev. Verdell Jackson. and so much interest was
shown that it was decided there was a need for a church building in

Church and it is now known as the United Pentecostal Church of
Lutesville.

Rev. Jackson was the pastor until Jan. 1. 1958 when his son Thomas
M. Jackson was elected to fill the vacancy left by his father, who had
accepted the pastorate of the Apostolic Pentecostal Church of
Jackson. During that time the church underwent several changes. In
1964 the interior of the church was remodeled and an addition was
built on. In June of 1965, new pews were purchased and an electric
organ was added in May of 1966.

After 21 vears of service to the United Penetcostal Church of
Lutesville by the Jackson family, Rev. Thomas Jackson moved to St.
Louis in September of 1969, having accepted the office as Director of
Publications of the Youth Department in the headquarters office of
the United Pentecostal Church there. The vacancy left by him was
filled by Rev. Lov Devenport. He was succeeded by Rev. Howard
Brown in 1970. who is the present pastor. Stewards are: Howard
Brown. T. S. Stevens and Joseph Tinsley.

The Church of God was established in 1920 following a meeting held
by Rev. John Sherrill. Rev. Joseph McKinney was the first pastor of
the church, followed by Robert E. Bowder. Pat Huskey, and Rev. Ker-
nodle. A new building was erected on the present site and dedicated
Oct. 8. 1933.

Ministers at the new church were as follows: Rev. Adams, 1933;
Rev. Joseph Ball. 1934-1939; Rev. Reed, July 1939-1941; Max
Sanders, 1941-1942: J. L. McCain 1942-1946; G. P. Norman, 1947-
1949; Bob Wright, 1949-1950; Bob Gullage, 1950-1952; G. P. Norman,
1952-1955; J. Marshall Page, 1955-1973; Gene Barker 1973-1975. One
foreign missionary grew up under the influence of the church, Miss
Velma Schneider. Her brother, Charles Schneider, became a minister.
The first pianist was Mrs. Ed Caldwell. The church has carried on the
work of an active Womens Missionary Society.

The Lutesville Presbyterian Church U.S.A. was organized by the
Presbytery of St. Louis, Dec. 15, 1904, and the cornerstone was laid
July 18. 1905. The building, constructed of native limestone with large
stained glass windows, was completed the following year and is still in
use.

Charter members of the church were: Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Sample
Sr.. W. W. Sample, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Dickey; Mr. and Mrs. J.
C. Dale, Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Goodwin, Mrs. J. J. Chandler, Mrs.
Lyman Kinder. Mrs. C. A. Walker, and Miss Addie Clark.

Ministers of the church and the approximate dates of their service
include: J. D. Reeder, 1905; W. A. Dillon, 1911; John C. Morgan, 1913;
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Baptist, the Normal was primarily Methodist. Older people recall the
bitter rivalry that existed between the two schools. The faculty con-
sisted of T. B. Wingo, president; T. A. Caldwell, W. R. Farrar and
Mrs. T. B. Wingo. The board of trustees included; W. E. Dickey.
president; J. C. Dale, secretary and treasurer: Dr. J. J. Chandler, Dr.
E. P. Biggs, L. A. Goodwin. W. W. Sample and C. A. Walker. There
were 60 pupils in regular attendance in 1902. The school was held in
the two-story brick building that is presently occupied by the Baker
Funeral Home. The school was not of long duration.

Churches

The Lutesville Methodist Episcopal Church South was organized in
1870. Land was bought from Samuel and Elizabeth Slaybaugh to
become the site for a building to be used for the purpose of worship.
The deed was made on Nov. 12, 1870, and filed Nov. 30. 1870. The cost
of $25 was paid by James Rider. Israel Spencer, Peter Kinder and An-
drew J. Smith, the first trustees of the church, with a membership of
17. The church, a plain long room, was built in 1873. Most of the labor
was done by the members.

A description of the church as told by Perry Eaker is as follows:
“The building was frame, with two doors in front. The women went in
the door on the right and sat on the right side of the church. The men
went in the left door and sat on the left side of the church. The pulpit
was on the end which is the back of the church now. The choir was
next to the pulpit. The organ and the wood stove were close by. In 1897
the building was in need of repair and services were held in the old
tabernacle down by the creek, until the church was repaired.”
Membership continued to grow. The old church was torn down in
1902. The present church was started in 1903 and completed in 1905
by a contractor from Marquand. The pieces of marble in the rostrum.
with the dates 1873 on one side and 1905 on the other and MECS in
the front, were made by A. J. Manion, who also made tombstones. Ed
Jones helped to put the marble in the podium. and finish the belfry
and pulpit. The old altar was partially carved out by hand. At this
time they used the old pews which had been used in 1873. The organ
was moved into the new church. The board members were Judge Dean
B. Hill who printed the Marble Hill Press at that time, Will Dunn, W.
A. Leoffler, George Kurre of Marble Hill, Dr. R. W. VanAmburg, and
J. L. Lutes.

In 1952 new Sunday school rooms were added on land donated
by Mr. and Mrs. George Clark. Andrew Baker donated the lot between
the Sunday school rooms and the home of Mrs. Ball. He purchased the

23l .

lot from the Clarks for a church parking lot.

The church was remodeled in 1967. The whole interior was -
changed, new carpeting was laid, new altar furniture, and new pews
were installed. A new piano and an organ were donated a little later.
and after that a loud speaker system was added.

The one-hundreth anniversary was observed on Sunday, Oct. 21.
1973. with Rev. Jeff Marsh, District Superintendent, as the centennial
speaker for the 10:45 a.m. worship service. A dinner followed the ser-
vice.

Among the early families who attended the church were the
Cavaness and George Clark families. the Lutes family, including Eli
Lutes. who was the founder of Lutesville. and those of Crader, Wright.
Dayv, Baker, Hahn, Winters, Shelton, Gladish and Davis.

The following is a list of pastors who have served the church from
1873 to 1976: J. R. Eddleman, G. H. Adams, T. J. Atchison, H. S.
Watts. J. A. Russell. S. C. Biffle, H. M. Eure, R. A. McClintock, L. L.
Pinell. J. H. Hubbard. A. F. Jones. P. R. Walton. A. F. Jones, W. H.
Cunningham. W. A. Ashley, J. W. Hodges. Harry C. Hov. W. E.
Saville, Linus Eaker, B. McCann. Fred W. Mathews, J. T. Evitts.
Levi Bess. Nelson B. Henry, Roy T. Johnson. Jas. A. Wood, H. M. An-
drews. W. E. Forsythe, O. D. Niswonger, J. C. Reid, M. Alfred
Bridwell, D. B. Kazee, Wesley Miller, M. A. Garrison, W. A.
Fulbright, Oscar Anglin, Harry G. Stewart, E. E. Burton, Fred
Shrum. E. M. Cook, H. H. Murdick, C. W. Griffin, Bennie Wilsey. M.
B. Henley, Paul York. Donald Blavlock, and Jerry Turner. The pre-
sent trustees of the church are: Williard Hahn, Mrs. C. H. Francis,
Audron Null, Purvis Wills, Mrs. Purvis Wills, and Roy Gill.

A Methodist Episcopal Church, also known as the Northern
Methodist Church, was erected in Lutesville about 1894. Andrew
Englehart, who was born in 1875 and lived to be 92 years old, often
recalled helping his father and other members build the church. Its
location in the valley, in contrast to the Methodist Episcopal Church
South on the hill, gave it the local designation of the Valley Church.

It belonged to the Bessville Circuit and was under the charge of
ministers who also served the McGee Chapel, Dry Creek and Bessville
churches. Members were not only Lutesville residents, but others came
from the surrounding areas and some walked from Marble Hill to at-
tend services in this church which held to the abolition of slavery.
Ministers known to have served the congregation included the
Reverends D. R. Cole, Ezell and Barrett.

Trustees of the church in 1896, were Thomas R. Green, Calvin M.
Craig. Jacob Englehart, R. A. Walker, and H. M. Small.

The Valley Church became inactive during the early part of this
centurv but the old building, which is still standing between the
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I'he marching Woodland bhand performs often in parades in the Twin Cities and elsewhere in southeast Missouri.
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the award was added to the scholarship loan fund. For continuing
those endeavors, the club received the 8500 award for having the out-
standing project in Missouri again in 1969.

Since Missouri Girls Town began in 1959, it has received continuous
support both in finances and in leadership from this group. Mrs. Garv
N. Cooper has served as MFWC Girls Town chairman. She and Mrs.
Cuba Clubb have both served on its board of directors.

In 1970. this active club entered the State Business for Beautv con-
test sponsored by Cities Service Oil Company. The local award was
presented in February 1972 to the Marble Hill Hat Factory and Frank
C. Pellegrino for improvements at the factory and establishment of
Pellezrino Park for the community. This entrv was also selected as
state winner and the club received a $100 award. A plaque was
accepted by Mrs. Cooper on behalf of Mr. Pellegrino May 1972 at
Joplin, and at the dedication of Pellegrino Park in -June of 1972, \rs,
Jerrv Marquis presented the plaque to Mr. Pellegrino.

Tte= club has been actively involved in the National Kidnev Foun-
dation program and as a result of that effort was selected as the out-
standing club in Missouri by the Kidney Foundation and the award
was presented in May 1974 by Attorneyv General John C. Danforth.

Mr=. Gary N. Cooper, member of the local club, was installed April
27, 1976 as state president of the Missouri Federation of Women's
Clubs. at their spring convention held at Holiday Inn in Cape
Girardeau. Previously, she had the honor of installing another
member of this club, Mrs. Jerry Marquis, as president of Ninth
District MFWC at their spring convention. April 1. at the University
Center in Cape Girardeau. Mrs. Cooper was selected as the first out-
standing Missouri Junior Club Woman in 1965, and Mrs. Cuba Clubb
was the second woman in the state to receive that honor.

Woodland School

M:ssouri voters adopted the present State Constitution in 1945 and
consequently the new State Department of Education established a
State Board of Education to determine policies for the department
and carry out the directives of the Legislature. In turn, a County
Board of Education was created in each countv in the State.

The first Bollinger County Board of Education was organized in
1948 znd began immediately to think and plan in terms of reorganiz-
ing the many small school districts of the county into fewer and larger
ones.

CHAPTER FIVE — Inter~City'_Coopera§i9n

Of the five districts they proposed in this county, R-IV was in the
center, contained about one-third of the county’s area, and reached
from the Cape Girardeau County line on the east to the Wayne Coun-
ty line on the west. It included the two larger schools of Marble Hill

CITES
INDUSTRIAL PAR

Woodland High School's chapter of the Future Farmers of America erected this
sign, made by artist Tom Runnels. Shown are J. W. Mooney, instructor, at far
left; Rodney Holloway and Dale Blackwell, standing with Mooney; in front,
Terrv James and Jack Lincoln; and at right, Jack Whitener and Danny Statler.






