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—— Original Message —
From: Richard D. Upchurch {
To: Diana House P,lﬁ qf} ’

[

9
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2003 12:30 PM Np
Subject: Special Occasions /
Dear Diana, Mon1Dec'03. #Thanks for your new e-m address. #We just returned from a 10-day vacation through
OR and NV to Reno. Had a very interesting time, including a visit with my first cousin Neva, who is the daughter of
Clyde, my dad Harry Ray's sistef.-She's also in high 80's, lives alone in Ashland OR, and is doing great. #May we
take this opportunity to wish E:"Eugene a viery happy birthday this date ¢ 86th!l think. And also to
wish gracious Wilma hoo on the coming 15th. | also see that they pieked up another wedding anniversary
last August - congratulations for that too. #Hope you all had a nice Thanksgiving, and may you all have a blessed
Christmas. #Yours sincerely, Dick and Nancy.

From:  "Ron House" <mouss@onesipassxx DICK & NANCY UPCHURCH
: "Ri : ; 22556 SE 261 STREET
To: Richard D. Upchurch <UPPYER@ANEILREX  MAPLE VALLEY
Sent:  Monday, December 01, 2003 2:23 PM WA 8B038-8045

Subject: Re: Special Occasions

get her hair done. For their age, they do very well. Dad does the cookin j is dri
; 2 g, laundry etc. He just passed his drivers
test. He was really proud of that. Take care and we'll keep in touch. Thanks for remember{ng tﬁem. Diana
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O To RIA freen Rudhtd The Chronology of Eugene Upchurch
N UWan b 220cT201
( Fram Dvin OTBWA)
Eugene commenced his teaching career in the Diggins in 1934 at Palestine Grade School.
He taught at Palestine for the school years 1934 and 1935.

In 1936 Eugene married Wilma Kern and moved to Christopher, Illinois. He taught at West
Center Grade School for the school years 1936 through 1940.

On August 4, 1937, he and Wilma, while living in Christopher, were the proud parents of Donald
Gene Upchurch who was born at George and Flora Upchurch’s residence in the Diggins.

For the school year 1941 through 1943 Eugene taught at Bugtussle Grade School south of
Christopher.

On October ‘51 1941 while still Ilvmg in Chnstopher Eugene and Wilma were the proud parem%
of Gerald K. Upchurch who was born in Moore Hospital in Benton, Illinois.

From April of 1943 until April of 1945 Eugene was employed at the Willow Run Bomber Plant
and he and his family lived in Willow Run, Michigan.

On February 6, 1945 Eugene and Wilma were the proud parents of twins, Diana Kay and David
Ray who were born at Barnes Hospital, Ypsilanti, Michigan.

In April of 1945 Eugene and Wilma relocated to a small farm which they bought in the Diggins
and he began teaching at Palestine Grade School. He taught at Palestine Grade School until 1956
when Palestine consolidated with Whittington Grade School.

For the school year 1957 and 1958, he taught the 5™ and 6" grades at Whittington Grade School.

For the school year 1959 Eugene taught the 5™ grade at Bluff View Park Grade School in
Caseyville, [llinois.

For the school years 1960 through 1965 he taught at Flatis Grade School and retired from school
teaching in 1965. ) )

In 1964 he sold his home 10 Rend Lake and he and Wilma bought and remodeled a home on
State Route 37, Benton, lllinois. He lived the remainder of his life at this home.

In 1965 he started to work at the Whittington State Bank in Whittington, llinois and retired in
1976.

In summary, Eugene lived his entire life in Franklin County except for the two years in Willow
Run, Michigan. His 29 years teaching was spent in one room schools except for the two years at
Whittington Grade School and the one year at Bluff View Park Grade School.
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( fiem DAK PAzar) The Eulogy of Eugene Upchurch
By his children

Earl Eugene Upchurch was born on December 1, 1913 in a Franklin
County, Illinois community known as the “Diggins.” He was 98 years, 9
months, and 23 days young. He was the son of George B. and Flora (Lefler
Gifford) Upchurch. He was 5" of six siblings: Late half brother Stanley
Gifford, late Omer Upchurch, late Herbert Upchurch, late Ralph Upchurch
and Bertha Sweet.

Father attended Palestine Elementary School graduating in 1928. He
attended Benton Township High School graduating in 1932. He attended
Southern Illinois Normal College receiving a two year teaching certificate in
1934. He continued his education at Southern Illinois University. He was
proud of the fact that in 1962 he received his Bachelor degree, his son
Donald received his Master degree, his son Gerald received his Bachelor
degree and that David and Diana graduated from high school.

On August 15, 1936 father marries Wilma Nadine Kern in Benton,
[llinois and this union endured 71 blessed years. The issues of this union
were Donald Gene born August 4, 1937; Gerald Keith born October 31,
1941; and twins Diana Kay and David Ray born February 6, 1945.

In 1947 Father and Mother joined Palestine Baptist Church and were
baptized in the Big Muddy River. He was a deacon and Sunday School
Teacher for more than fifty years. He was the oldest living member on
record of Palestine Baptist Church. He lived his entire life in Franklin
County Illinois except for two years during World War II when he worked at
the B-24 Bomber Plant at Willow Run, Michigan.

Father commenced his 29 years teaching career in 1934 at Palestine
Elementary School. Of his 29 years of teaching, 26 years were spent
teaching in a one roomed school. Teaching in a one roomed school was his
love and joy. Throughout his teaching career, he influenced and inspired
numerous students many of whom received PhD’s, Master’s and Bachelor’s
Degrees. He was a Life Member of the Illinois Retired Teachers
Association.

WA
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Earl Eugene Upchurch was born December 1, 1913, in Benton , IL, the son of
009 George Bluford Upchurch and Flora Lefler Gifford Upchurch. He married Wilma
Nadine Kern on August 15, 1936, in Benton, Illinois with Rev. J. L. Meads
officiating. They had four children; Donald Gene, Gerald Keith, Diana Kay, and
David Ray. He was a graduate of Southern Illinois University and taught school
for 29 years. He retired from teaching in 1965 and took a position in the State
Bank of Whittington at Whittington, Illinois. He retired from the bank in 1976.
He was a member of the Palestine American Baptist Church where he was a
Deacon, Sunday School Superintendent and taught Sunday School classes for over
50 years. Eugene was a Life Member of the Illinois Retired Teachers Association,
and the Benton Masonic Lodge #64 of which he was Master in 1985. He also held
a Senior membership in the Scottish Rites Bodies of the Valley of Southern
Illinois and was a 32° mason. His survivors are - Gerald and wife, Kaye,
Metropolis, IL; Diana House and husband, Ron, Benton, IL; David and wife,
Shirley, Cincinnati, OH; 14 grandchildren, 31 great grandchildren, and 6 great
great grandchildren.. He also leaves a sister, Bertha Sweet, of East Alton, Illinois.

Mr. Upchurch was preceded in death by his wife of 71 years, Wilma; a son
Donald Gene Upchurch; a grandson Carey Ross Upchurch; a daughter-in-law
Rosie Upchurch; his parents; a half brother Stanley Gifford and brothers, Charles
Omer Upchurch, Herbert Lee Upchurch, and Ralph Loren Upchurch.

Visitation will be from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with Masonic Services at 6:30 p.m.
on Friday, September 28 at Morton and Johnston Funeral Home in Benton, IL.
Funeral services will be held on Saturday, September 29 at 11:00 a.m. at the
funeral home with Rev. Larry House officiating. Burial will be in the Masonic
and Odd Fellows Cemetery .

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Benton Masonic Lodge #64
Scholarship Fund, the Palestine Baptist Church or Hospice of Southern Illinois.
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In appreciation of our Medallion
W Donor Club members who continue
~ to light the way to belp preserve
our Templar beritage.
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Eugene Upchurch
12459 State Highway 37
Benton, IL 62812-4421
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(5 Order Form
2/ UPCHURCH BULLETIN (e 2 P

Date FW— P4

Please enter my subscription(s) to UPCHURCH BULLETIN - Volume No. 1 @ $10/volume
(Volume No. 1 will consist of four issues in 1980)

— # 7l
I enclose $ /¢ for . subscription(s) @ $10.00 each. ngqg{ e
Send subscription(s) to: ﬂQ/b‘ Lt & K’ 4/4}/5';{
(Please print) w&c%r 20 ’4/“1
NAME £,/ Lugeve Vbhpchur ch ég P &
S / % U
ADDRESS A« I o
A b
CITY Bevros” STATE Z L/ ZIPs o2 R - 27 q- 4
Send payment and make check payable to Michael Enterprises. )
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Upchurch CO Benton L 62812 618-439-4889
Upchurch Eugene Benton IL 62812 618-439-4664
Upchurch Noble 1105 Anna St Benton IL 62812-2808 618-439-3525
Upchurch Tim 1009 Diamond St Benton IL 62812-3054 618-435-2499
Upchurch Suzan 3205 Clarence Ave Berwyn IL 60402-3560 708-795-4313

IL 61520 309-647-0846

Upchurch C Canton
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The funeral is a time when family
and friends gather to support each other
and to remember the life of @ loved one.

Much thoughit and planning has
taken place to memorialize this specia[ life.

On beflf of the Sfamily, we express
their appreciationfor your friendship
and for sharing in this time of love and
tribute.

MORTON & J OHNSTON
FUNERAL HOME
Benton, Illinois
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In Loving Memory Of { LA 8)
EARL EUGENE UPCHURCH
December 1, 1913 September 23, 2012

Place and Time of Services

Morton & Johnston Funeral
Benton, Illinois

Home

Saturday, September 29 - 11:00 A. M.
Rev. Larry House, Officiating

Place of Interment

Masonic & Odd Fellows Cemetery

Benton, Illinois

Arrangements By
Morton & Johnston Funeral
Benton, Illinois
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EARL EUGENE UPCHURCH

Benton

Earl Eugene Upchurch, 98, of Benton passed away
Sunday evening, Sept. 23, 2012, at his home.

Mr. Upchurch was born Dec. 1, 1913, in Benton, the
son of George Bluford Upchurch and Flora Lefler Gif-
ford Upchurch.

Visitation will be from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday, with Ma-
sonic services at 6:30 p.m. Friday at the Morton & John-
ston Funeral Home in Benton. Funeral services will be at
11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 29, at the funeral home, with the
Rev. Larry House officiating. Burial will be in the Ma-
sonic & Odd Fellows Cemetery in Benton.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Ben-
ton Masonic Lodge 64 Scholarship Fund, the Palestine
Baptist Church or Hospice of Southern Illinois.

Eugene married Wilma Nadine Kern on Aug. 15, 1936,
in Benton, with the Rev. J.L. Meads officiating. They had
four children, Donald Gene, Gerald Keith, Diana Kay
and David Ray.

He was a graduate of Southern Illinois University and
taught school for 29 years. He retired from teaching in
1965 and took a position in the State Bank of Whitting-
ton at Whittington. He retired from the bank in 1976.

He was a member of the Palestine American Baptist
Church where he was a deacon, Sunday school superin-
tendent and taught Sunday school classes for over 50
years.

Eugene was a life member of the Illinois Retired
Teachers Association, and the Benton Masonic Lodge 64
of which he was Master in 1985. He also held a senior
membership in the Scottish Rites Bodies of the Valley of
Southern Illinois and was a 32nd Degree Mason.

His survivors are Gerald and wife Kaye of Metropolis,
Diana House and husband Ron of Benton, David and
wife Shirley of Cincinnati, Ohio; 14 grandchildren; 31
great-grandchildren; and six great-great-grandchildren.
He also leaves a sister Bertha Sweet of East Alton.

Mr. Upchurch was preceded in death by his wife of 71
years, Wilma; a son, Donald Gene Upchurch; a grand-
son, Carey Ross Upchurch; a daughter-in-law, Rosie Up-

‘church; his parents; a half-brother, Stanley. Giffor; and -

brothers, Charles Omer Upchurch, Herbert Lee Up-
church and Ralph Loren Upchurch,
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ROBERT P. UPCHURCH
351 Shetland Valley Court
Chesterfield, MO 63005-4840
(636) 530-6022
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UPCHURCH )
351 SHETLAND VALLEY COURT
CHESTERFIELD, MISSOURI 63005-4840
(636) 530-6022
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UPCHURCH
351 SHETLAND VALLEY COURT
CHESTERFIELD, MISSOURI 63005-4840
(636) 530-6022
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Robert P. Upchurch
MICHAEL ENTERPRISES
6 Eagles Way Lane

Lake St. Louis, MO 63367-2240 .
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Robert P. Upchurch
MICHAEL ENTERPRISES

6 Eagles Way Lane

Lake St. Louis, MO 63367-2240
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MICHAEL ENTERPRISES
R. P. UPCHURCH
6 EAGLES WAY LANE
LAKE ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63367-2240
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The funeral is a time when family
and friends gather to support each other
and to remember the life of a loved one.

Much thought and planning has
taken place to memorialize this special life.

On behalf of the family, we express
their appreciation for your friendship
and for sharing in this time of love and

MORTON & JOHNSTON
FUNERAL HOME
Benton, Illinois

tribute.




Fle Ghenty-Flind Pan

"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the

paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me: thy rod and thy staff,
they comfort me. Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence of mine enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil:
my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and I will dwell in

the house of the Lord forever.

In Loving Memory Of

EARL EUGENE UPCHURCH
December 1, 1913  September 23, 2012

Place and Time of Services
Morton & Johnston Funeral Home
Benton, Illinois
Saturday, September 29 - 11:00 A. M.
Rev. Larry House, Officiating

Place of Interment
Masonic & Odd Fellows Cemetery

Benton, Illinois

Arrangements By
Morton & Johnston Funeral Home

Benton, [llinois



