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Woman, 80, charged in traffic death

FROM STAFF REPORTS

CARY = Police, charged an
80-year-old woman Friday in

connection with the traffic

death of a motorcyclist in
Cary last month. -
Cary investigators have
charged Doris Yates Up-
church of Carpenter Up-
church Road in Cary with
one count each of misde-
meanor death by vehicle and

failure to yield right of way,

the town’s officials an-
nounced Friday afternoon in
a news release. |

‘The police decided to
charge Upchurch after con-
sulting with the Wake Coun-

ty District Attorney’s Office,

authorities reported. She
could be sentenced to as

long as 60 days in jail if she’s
convicted of misdemeanor
death by vehicle.
Police reported that just
after 7:30 a.m. Aug. 24, Up-
church was traveling south
on. Davis Drive in a sport
utility vehicle. The SUV was
making a left turn onto Wal-
do Rood Boulevard when it
collided with a motorcycle
driven by Tomoichi Martin
Cummings, 54, of Ashwyn
Court in Cary. - |
Emergency workers

rushed Cummings to Duke

University Medical Center,
where he died from his inju-
ries, police reported.

Upchurch is scheduled to
appear Nov. 2 in Wake Coun-
ty District Court.
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By DEMORRIS LEE
STAFF WRITER
CARY - Doris Jean Yates Up-
church needed a place to pre-
serve her family history. So when
a log cabin from a neighboring
farm became available in 1976,

Ashe and her husband, William

L\

Upchurch, bought the one-room
building for $300.

After moving the structure
with its original wood floors and
roof intact from the Carpenter
area to their family farm, Doris
Upchurch, 75, began to fill the
space with things of old. Cast-
iron pots and stoves, a wooden
desk from the old Green Hope
School that both she and her hus-
band attended, a bench from the
old Good Hope Baptist Church
that was built in the early 1800s.

“I'm not into the fancy an-
tiques,” Doris Upchurch said
Monday as she stood in front of
an old black potbellied stove. “I
like the everyday things. I like
preserving the heritage of the
community and this family.”

William Upchurch, 77, and his
family have owned and farmed
the land west of Cary since his
grandfather, also named William
Upchurch, settled in the area in
1865. William Upchurch was
born in a house that’s still on the
nearly 200 acres the family still
owns.

“People bring us stuff now be-
cause they just think we are go-
ing to preserve it,” William Up-
church said. “They kinda look to
ua as the historians around here,
but of course we are about the
oldest ones still living.”

The log cabin, on Carpenter-

Upchurch Road, was the first fam-

ily home of the Hurst family farm,

Doris Upchurch said.

_'When family members began to
tear down the Hurst family home,
they discovered the original log
cabin that had disappeared as
room after room had been added
on.

“As the family grew, they
would just cut another door and
add another room,” Doris Up-

While cleaning out an old barn
on the Upchurch property, she
noticed family “treasures.” There
was the family Bible with the
names of Upchurch’s grand-
parents etched on the leather
cover. There were papers from

tobacco sales with handwritten

dates such as July: 14, 1892.

There were Wake County tax
bills dating to the late 1800s.
“Ijust couldn’t let it g0, Doris
Upchurch said. “All these things.
They just say so much about our
community.”
Through the years, she has es-

| tablished a hands-on history mu-
| seum for western Wake. Besides

the cabin, there is a former to-
bacco work building filled with
artifacts from the area, old farm
equipment that was used years
ago to tend the land, and a corn
crib.

“A lot of folks have never seen
a corn crib,” Doris Upchurch said.

Doris Upchurch and her husband,
‘All these things,’ she says.

STAFF PHOTO BY TAKAAKI IWABU

The News & Observer

THE WORD FROM | WESTERN WAKE

Log cabin houses a trove

of county’s heritage

William Upchurch, preserve artifacts from a rural past.
‘They just say so much about our community.’

“We would take all the husk from
the corn and put it in that build-
ing so that it can dry. Once it
dries, we would feed it to the
livestock.” -

Upchurch isn’t stingy with the
history. She opens up the area to
schools and scout troops. She lets
passers-by take pictures of each
other in front of the log cabin.

“This area is just so different
now with all the new people, and
I just don’t think many of them
know how things used to be
here,” she said. “I like to show
them the everyday things that
were used in the past. I even have
a few of my childhood dresses in
there. I guess they are old enough
to be considered history now.”

Staff writer Demorris Lee
can be reached at 829-8937
or demlee@newsobserver.com.
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Elderly Cary Woman Charged In Fatal
News.MyNC.com _Accident

By NBC17, NBC17, 22 hours, 34 minutes ago

Credit: Cary Paolice

Tweet This! htip:/mync.com/site/55156/
CARY’ N-c- =

An 80-year-old Cary woman is facing misdemeanor charges in
connection with a fatal motorcycle accident.

Cary Police has charged Doris Yates Upchurch with misdemeanor
death by motor vehicle and failure to yield right-of-way.

MyNCAseording to/BGthbrities, Upchagtchsvas drivigUhésSUV on Davis DIivé
just after 7:30 a.m. on August 24 when she hit a motorcycle while
attempting to make a left turn. The motorcyclist, 54-year-old Tomoichi
Martin Cummings, was taken to Duke Medical where he later died.

A November 2 court date has been set. If convicted, a class A1
misdemeanor carries a maximum penalty of up to 80 days in jail.
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<=9 Upchurch & Allied Families Association =<

Inc. is a not for profit organization under which Phil Upchurch, colleagues, and members perform family
local bistory work, Sez wiww.alfiedfamifics.com and wunw. com.
Contact Phil at (636) 893-8516 or (314) 3134734 (cell)
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