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= 1arold Vernon Nelson
Harold Vernon Nelson, 77, of
1506 N. Cherokee, passed away

Tuesday, Jan. 20, 1998, al South-
cast Alabama Medical Center in
Dolhan.

Graveside services will be held
al 10:30 a.m. in Memory Hill
Cemelery with the Rev. Charles
Minyard officialing. Kenl-Thorn-
ton Funeral Home will be direet-

ing. L cene of his life flashed
The family will be receiving - before him, he looked back at the foot-
friends from 6 until 9 tonight at S

e f:';zt: in the sand. He noticed that many
 times along the path of his life there was
" only one set of footprints. He also noticed

Kerit-Thornton Funeral Home. Al
other times the family will be at
the residence. The family suggest-
cd thal in licu of flowers, memori-

al donations be made Lo the First ‘ that it happened af the very lowest and
Christian Church, 1401 N. Chero- " . ipies g
ite Ave., Bollian. saddest times in his life.
| Mr. Nelson was appointed by This really bothered him and he
the President as National Defense : : ;
Transportation Director for the questioned the Lord about it. “Lord,
Soulhcastqrn United Stales. He you said that once I decided to follow you,
was a trainmasler for 43 ycars , .
with CSX Railroad. He was an offi- you'd walk with me all the way. But I have
cer Uf. the Dothan Genealogical noticed that during the mast troublesome
Organization. He was a member o B ; ;
and Deacon Emetilus al First times in my life, there is only one set of foot-
Christian Church. _ prints. I don’t understand why when I

Mr. Nelson was preceded in 141 »
death by a sister, Hilda Jaudon, of needed you most you would leave me.
Charleslon, S.C., a brother, Fred The Lord replied, “My son, My precious
Nelson, of Charleston, S.C., and a bild Il Jr I J
greal-grandson, Tyler Nelson, of EANG AFTE JOK, Gile L IHOUIE BeRehRadte
Dothan. o ) ) you. During your times of trial and suffering,

Survivors include his wile, o ! ko Rindidal e
Lucy Mobley Nelson, Dothan; two . ‘é" you see only one set of footprints, e
sons and daughlers-in-law, Harry b A", it was then that I carried you.” T

and Paula Nelson, Dothan, Kelly
and Carol Nelson, Dothan; two
grandsons and granddaughters-
in-law, Chris and April Nelson,
Dothan, Will and Debbie Chad-
wick, Dothan; three granddaugh-

lers, Annic  Nelson, Dothan,
Michelle  Lloyd, Dothan, Amy
Michelle Darls, Dolhan; lwo sis
lers and a brother-in-law, Myrtle
and Lindscy Mann, Greenville,
S.C., Francis Davis, Fort Worth,
Texas; six greal-grandchildren.

Pallbearers will be Chris Nel-
son, Will Chadwick, Harrison Par-
rish, Tom Jones, Roger Overton
and Fred Pierce.
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12 March 1996 @

P A

H: Vernon Nelson

' 1506 N. Cherokee St.

Dothan, Al. 36303

)
Dear Mr. NalSoﬂ,

Norma Tarbutton, a cousin, gave me ybur name as a source for Upchurches.

T am searching for information on Lucinda Upchurch Privett.Lucinda was born

ca 1826 in KY. probably Wayne Co: On 19 September 1844 she married Milis
Pr;¥ett'in Wayne Co., KY.
e . ’ :

Iibélieve her to be the déughter of Moses Upchurch and Catherine ——————=1

.Moses was born ca 1790 in NC. Catherine ca 1795 in VA. They had a son John
_who¢migrated. to Douglas Co. MO. about the same time as Geo. Washington
Privett, son of Milis and Lucinda. '

George Washington Privett is my great gfandfather (maternal).

3

"1 would appreciate any information you have on Lucinda Upchurch.

Y
Y

Pauline M. Redd

(O

fMapy thanks, ’ .
—)A ' 74/.,@1-—*"/

Newellton, La. 71357-9700
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o e s H. V. Nelson

Dothan, AL 36303-2628

- g%g 1506 N. Cherokee Ave. I ———————
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EXPEDITIONS TO THE SOUTH ANNA RIVER
( Hanover Courthouse - Ashland Station - South Anna River )

Lee’s Supply Line Is Saved

June 26 and July 4, 1863

4

A more successful attempt was made to destroy the railroad

bridges over “the South Anna River in late June. The Federal

cavalry involved was comprised of eleven companies of the 11th
Pennsylvania of Lieutenant Colonel Hasbrouck Davis, who was
familiar with the area from the raid conducted in May, and a
detachment comprised of men from the 12Lh Illinois and 2nd
Massachusetls, in.all about 1,050 men, all under the command of
Colonel Samuel P. Spear. This force began its raid from White
House in the early morning hours of June 26, riding to Tunstall
Station. From there, Spear proceeded along the south bank of
the Pamunkey River until he reached Hanover Courthouse,
where he burned and ransacked a train and depot, which
conlained a large quantity of food and supplies. He then
proceeded lo the Virginia Central Railroad bridge over the

South Anna River, where forty men of the 44th North Carolina

awailed him, about 11:00 A.M..

The 44th North Carolina had been in transit from their home
state to northern Virginia. Upon their arrival in Richmond, they
were senl immediately to relieve Brigadier General Montgomery
D. Corse’s brigade of Picketl’s division. Corse’s brigade had
been left behind by Longstreel, while en route from Petersburg
to join Lee, with orders to protect the Junction and railroad
bridges norLh of the cily in Hanover County. Colonel Thomas C.
Singletary, the regiment's commander, and two companies
remained at Hanover Junction, while Major Charles M. Stedman
with four companies guarded the bridges north of Hanover
Junction. The remaining railroad bridges over the South Anna
and Little Rivers south of Lhe junction were placed under
Lieutenant Colonel Tazwell L. Hargrove, who placed one of each
of his four companies al each bridge. Hargrove remained with
Company A, led by Captain Robert L. Rice, at the Virginia
Central Railroad bridge over the South Anna.

Hargrove, who was behind breastworks on the south bank of
Lhe river, fell back across Lhe bridge after Spear’s arrival and
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prior to his initial assault, as the entrenchmenls al that end of
~ the bridge were not defendable by so few men. From his new.
position on Lhe north bank of the river, Hargrove fended off,
numerous frontal assaults, fighting gallantly for over an hour
from behind trees and bushes. Spear, unable to gain the bridge
with frontal assaults, sent between 300 and 400 men upstream,
where they forded the river and proceeded Lo surround
Hargrove. About Lhat time, forty men of Captain Robert
Bingham's Company G, 44th North Carolina, arrived from the
railroud bridge over Lhe Little River near Taylorsville, four
miles distunt. This caught the flanking Federal cavalry off.
guard, resulting in their temporary withdrawal. Two other!
unsuccessful charges were made against Company G, now behind.
Lhe breastworks on Lhe north bank of the river, aboul 200
yards from Lhe 'railroad bridge. More Federal cavalry crossed:
the river, and as Spear’s men struck Rice’s flank at the bridge
abulment and became intermingled with Hargrove's men in hand
lo hand combat, Company G was unable to fire. This allowed.
Spear's men to capture mosl of Company A, while Company G
could only watch helplessly. Company G soon found Lhemselves
surrounded, and realizing the futiliLy of conlinuing against
such overwhelming numbers, surrendered. Spear then burned
the bridge, remaining until the lasL burning embers fell into Lhe
river below.

After the bridge was deslroyed, Spear senlL a scouling
parly toward the Richmond, Fredricksburg and Potomac Railroad
bridge near Ashland. The Federal cavalry that approached Lhe
bridge north of the river was met by Captain L.W. Allen's
cavalry company, and was forced Lo retire back across Lhe river
where Lhey rejoined Spear. The scouting party reported the
bridge defended by Colonel T.C. Singellary and three infantry
companies, also of the 44th North Carolina. Since it had taken
almost four hours to take Lhe first bridge, Spear concluded Lhat
his presence and purpose was known, and, as evidenced by the
report of his scouting parly, the enemy had had ample Lime Lo
prepare Lheir defense of the remaining bridges. Spear decided
to assemble his caplives and return to White House.

Colonel Hargrove, himself wounded at leasl four times, was
among Lhose captured. Spear, confronting Hargrove' asked,
"Colonel Hargrove, where are your men?" Hargrove replied, "I
had only eighty at first and Lthese are what is left of Lthem." To
this Spear responded, "IL was reporled to me that Lhere were
at leasl four hundred infaniry in Lhose breastworks. Colonel
Hargrove, you have ruined my repulation. I came here to
destroy all four of the bridges and Lhe Junclion, and I must
retreal afler burning only one bridgfe, and capturing only this

53

handful of men. Your resistance is the most stubborn known to
me during the whole war."

Besides Hargrove, Spear's expedition also returned with
another captured "gem". Brigadier General "Rooney" Lee, Lee’s
second eldest son, also was taken prisoner. As with Wickham
the previous year, Rooney Lee was captured at Hickory Hill
while recuperating from a leg wound he received in the cavalry
fight at Brandy Station earlier in the month. Leaving the
severely wounded rebels behind, Spear set out for White House.
Returning through Hanover Courthouse, New Castle, and King
William Courthouse, Spear arrived at White House on the morning
of June 27.

Singletary reported 5 killed, 19 wounded and about 50 of
his men captured. Captain Allen lost two men. Companies A and
G, 44th North Carolina, lost 9 killed, 13 wounded and the
majority captured. Federal losses according to rebel reports
were 6 killed, 13 wounded, and 1 captured. Although Spear’s
mission was a successful one, Lee still had one link with

! Richmond.

After Spear’s return, another expedition was quickly
organized to neutralize the remaining railroad bridge over the
South Anna. Lee was in Pennsylvania, and this was an important
link in his line to Richmond. The expedition was placed under
the command of Brigadier General George W. Getty. With Spear’s
report in hand of the fortifications at the bridge, Getty
organized a force of about 10,000 men, consisting of Getty's own
2nd Division, 7th Army Corps, less the 21st Connecticut, two
regiments under Colonel David W. Wardrop, Brigadier General
Robert S. Foster’s five regiments with Captain Phineas A. Davis’
7th . Massachusetts battery, and Colonel Spear’s 11th
Pennsylvania Cavalry with five small companies of the 2nd
Massachusetts Cavalry.

Getty’s large force left White House July 1 at dawn and
camped that night at King William Courthouse, while Spear
camped at nearby Brandywine. The next day the expedition
moved to Brandywine and then to Taylor's Ferry on July 3. On
July 4, Getty left the 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 7th Army Corps
under Colonel Griffin A. Stedman Jr., along with James Gilliss’
and John G. Simpson's batteries, at Taylor’s Ferry, and
advanced to Littlepage's Bridge. Leaving the 3rd Brigade, 2nd
Division, 7th Army Corps to guard the crossing there, Getty
crossed the Pamunkey River and occupied Hanover Courthouse,
Scattering the rebel pickets found there. Colonel Samuel M.
Alford, commanding the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, was left at

anover Courthouse, and the remainder of Getty's force moved
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toward the remaining railroad bridge over the South An
River, Spear’s cavalry leading the way. N
Spear arrived at the bridge, a wooden trestle about one
hundred yards long and seventy feet high at the center, abolff
6:00 P.M.. He drew immediate fire from companies of Colonels E.
Hall’s and Willlam MacRae’s regiments of Brigadier General Johp
R. Cooke’s North Carolinian brigade. The defending companies
were commanded by Major A.C. McAlister. Spear dismounted and
waited for General Foster's anticipated arrival, which came
about 7:30 P.M.. Foster did not respond: to the three pieces of
rebel artillery, which were totally ineffective, as he did nof
want to reveal his position. Information gathered from nearby
citizens indicated that the bridge was defended by as many ap
8,000 men, far more than Foster or Getty had expected. -
This was due in part to the failure of Major Genera
Erasmus D. Keyes' 4th Army Corps to convincingly demonstraté
against the rebel defenses east of Richmond near Bottom’f;
Bridge and Baltimore Crossroads, held by two brigades under
the command of Major General D.H. Hill. This feint was made July
1 in hopes of drawing men away from the railroad bridge north
of Richmond, leaving the bridge lightly defended and thereforg'
vulnerable to Getty’s attack. However, Keyes failed to press the
attack and his withdrawal the next day to White House allowed
Hill to send reinforcements to the bridge. s
Foster sent Major George F. Nichols with two companies o
his 118th New York and one company of the 99th New York ag
skirmishers, to ascertain the true defender strength at the
bridge. They were repulsed twice, but did capture ten inen,
After interrogating the captured men, Foster decided that the
bridge was too well fortified to take, so he ordered track in the
area torn up instead. This was done for a distance of three
miles below the bridge. Foster reported the situation to Getty
who had remained at Hanover Courthouse, and awaited further
instructions. Getty, seeing the futility of the situation, ordered
Foster’s withdrawal, which began about 2:30 A.M., July 6. :
Meanwhile, during the afternoon of@&lygg‘,%Getty had sent
Major Franklin A. Stratton and a squaéron of the 11th
Pennsylvania Cavalry to locate and destroy a bridge across the
North Anna reportedly four or five miles above Littlepage's
Bridge. Upon his return at 8:00 P.M., Stratlon was sent with
Companies G and M, 1llth Pennsylvania Cavalry to destroy
.Ashland Station on the Richmond, Fredricksburg and Potomac
Railroad. He arrived at the station at 1:30 A.M., and proceeded
to destroy track, telegraph lines for a half mile, railroad
buildings and property, burned a trestle a mile south of

"\
o
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Ashland, and carried off the telegraph machine, He returned to
Hanover Courthouse and rejoined the main force at 6:00 A.M..
An hour after Foster’'s arrival, Getty’s expedition crossed
the Pamunkey River, burning Littlepage’s Bridge behind them,
They arrived in White House on July 7. Getty reported 2 killed,
10 wounded and 4 missing. Confederate losses, as reported by
Cooke, were‘%l_.;killed and 6 wounded,

Although the expedition failed to destroy the Richmond,
Fredricksburg and Potomac Railroad bridge over the South
Anns, it was not a total failure. Communications and rail service
were disrupted. Rails, becoming increasingly harder to locate,
had to be replaced, and soldiers would go hungry for lack of
food destroyed in the raid. The rebel "victory" in holding the
last bridge on the South Anna became of less significance when

word arrived of Lee’s defeat at GetLysburg and his return to
Virginia.,

Silence once again settled over the Hanover countryside.
The Federals once again were gone. The silence lasted until

early in 1864, when the thunder of opposing guns would
announce the war’s return.

———
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