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Author Boyd Upchurch-
considering historical 
novel set in Atlanta 
By Jacqueline Lane 

Boyd Upchurch is witty and erudite, a 
charming man in his 60s who laughs frequently 
and recalls the days when he was a student at 
Georgia State University in the late '30s. 

Of course, he refers to GSU as the Atlanta 
Junior College, which was what some students 
knew the day division of the "University 
Extension Center" as when he attended 
college here. 

A well-read man, Upchurch remembers what 
he reads, and his conversation is illustrated 
with quotes from Shakespeare or the romantic 
poets. 



-coolNE9
He Writes science Action: .. 
Well,-not all .science fiction: .Hiefirsvnoef, 

The Mave Stealer, is set in thez'alitebeillgen 
Southt and he has written a political history., 
Behind Every Bush. 

The titles of-his. other novels say science 
fiction—The Pollinators of Eden,. Barriard's 
Planet, Andromeda Gan, Rakehella of Heaven, 
'and' so on through about a dozen titles 
:Published since 1968. 

Upc,hurch, visiting Atlanta to cOndUct re- 
search for a historital novel that harnay write 
and that would be set in. Atlanta, recalls the 
inspiration that began:his publishing career. 

"ft was reading Herningway's MOVENINO 
FOilit and the," he .paused to apologize in 
advance for any chativinism his comment 
might suggest, "womanish, sniggerish way he 
attatked F. Scott Fitigsrald, and Saul Bellow's 
Hartzog, which is anti-Seniltic." 

-Ai that point he decided he could write as 
well as either and certainly with a more -
balanced point of view. A Civil War history buff, 
Upchurch began work :on The Slave Stealer, 
which is bated on the exploits of Armenian and 
Jewish Peddleis who helped slaves escape to 
thafslorth prior to-the Civil War. 

That book was -well-received by the critics, 
but-most of the acclaim went to another book 
he-published at the same time. The publisher, 
Victor Weybright, wad- impreSted by Upchurch's 
first effort and asked if he had written anything 
else. s • 

"I had an old' science fiction novel I had 
. written as an undergraduate attiSC 20 years 
before; 'initially-4k a:: satire ohlher jargon. of, 
sobiologists. I rewrote it and called it The Last 
Starship from Earth."

The jacket of the book displays the 
accolades ot the deans of American science 
fiction — Arthue-M Clark, Issac- Asimov and 

_ Robert Heinlein. Heinlein rarely, if ever, made 
cotrimentt:for publication about a booki .but 
.brOke,hit:ettlafbr Statst*. 

So, 1301:L•lichilea4,,ellei,JOhn Boyd for 
most  hietoidneefittion nOvels; left his work 
in the photbengraVing industry andbecarne a 
full-time writer withlho encouragement of his 
wife, Fern, a successful real estate broker. His 
wife died last July, and he is just beginning to 
write again after caring for his wife during the 
years of her illness. 

Upthurdh's Career . as a writer began, 
perhaps, at North Fulton High School with a 
radio play that won him a $250 scholarship to 
Atlanta Junior College in 1938. Upchurch, who 
never graduated.rom the junior college, later 
attended.,Northwestern University and the 
University of Southern Calif cimia: But, .he says; 
it isAtjantaJtiniOrCollege of thelate 1930s that 
he remembers fondly a schoothe entered as 
a penurious student with a scholarship 

sPonsored by the. Pepsi-Cola Co. "Ever 
afterwards, I loyally watched Joan. CraWford 
reruns," he commented. . . 

"Nowhere," he continued, remembering the 
GSU he knew, "did I find a college 'spirit' or 
sense of community equal to that of the junior 
college." 

In 1940 he left the junior college and joined 
the U.S. Naval Reserve, serving during the war
in the Pacific and Atlantic theaters. He was on 
the Murmansk Run, commanding a guard crew 
on a merchant vessel sailing as part of a convoy 
around the North Cape of NorWay tbArch-
angel, U.S.S.R. On the first day, 13 of the,47 
ships in the convoy were sunk by, German 
bombers based in Norway__ , -1 _ 
- -It-was orrthe-Kurrnandil Ftuertfilf6PchUrch 
was first touched by the phenomenon of 
"synchronicity." On the second day of the. run, 
Upchurch had histgun crew in place by noon, 
expecting and fearing a 'German attack by 
12:15. As he stood on the flying bridge of the 
meechant vessel, an arctic canary, having, 
flown too far from its home, fluttered out of_the 
sky and settled on his shoulder, exhausted. To 
Upchurch it was a sign — they were going to 
get through. . Allied fighters -destroyed the 
German torpedo plane squadron that daY, and 
only six Allied merdhant ships were . sunk 
during the rest of the voyage. 

Synchronicity continues to touch him, he 
feels, sometimes tragically. His wife died on 

-Friday the 13th. 
Although Upchurch has primanly written 

science fiction, Behind Every Bush is a political 
history written with Congressman. Richard 
!chord of Missouri, the last chairman. of the 
House Un-American Activities Committee. Up-
church wrote the book primarily 6ecause he 

• liked !chord, "one of the best good old boYs I've 
ever met ... wouldn't have known Karl Marx 
from Groucho Marx." 

It must have been an- odd combination of 
politician and ghost author, for -Upchurch 
briefly considered forming a chapter: of the 
American Youth Congress, a Communist-front 
organization, at the junior college. Much to his
gratitude, and ensuring the success of his 
naval career (he left as a lieutenant commander), 
Dr. George Sparks talked him out' of it 
_Upchurch recently placed a new book with 

his agent. In keeping with the satirical vein of 
many of his books, it -features Christ at the 
SecondComing as a computer-using insurance 
saleiman. 

"I haven't heard from my agent about .1t. 
Maybe the publishers think it blasphemous, 

- They could; they don't think as writers dos" 
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Dear Phil: 

1151 Sigler-note givrace 

della Acta, ealliotnia, 9 2 6 2 7 

30 August 1985 

I take my word processor in hand to inform you that 
your letter of the 25th inst. was much appreciated. As 
clumsy as the name may sound today, my grandmother was 

A Susie Armandie Bradfield. Her people were slave owners 
and no doubt she married below herself when she married 
my grandfather, but they were truly mated and lived 
together until 1924. Grandmother died a few weeks after 
my grandfather, because, with him gone, she simply did 

/not wish to live any longer. Family legend has it that 
A my great grandfather fought with Sam Houston at the 

Battle of San Jacinto. 
ET*MEo l< t-5:-ArsAg OD 

Your comments about the South strike me as perceptive, 
possibly because I agree with them . I might quibble 
over the use of the word "patriotic" for Southerners. I 
think that the correct word is "militant." The hero of 
the novel I'm working on, tentatively entitled SOUTHERN 
GENTLEMAN, is about a man engrossed with the Bible and 
the sword who is drawn into the civil strife in the 
South in the fifties, rather reluctantly at first but 
finally with a vigor devastating to his own reputation. 

In my recent visit to Atlanta I was struck by the amity 
between the races, quite in contrast to the cold 
hostitility of Los Angeles. That old free and easy 
attitude and "let laughter prevail" still seems a part 
of the Southern Psyche. No doubt there is a lot of 
putting on going on, but the strange thing about 
pretended friendliness is that if you pretend long 
enough the pretense becomes genuine. Or as William 
James put it, "If a man acts brave, he is bravo." 

I still intend to send you THE REGIMENTS OF HENRY 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE, because it details the military 
records of several Upchurches, including black 
Upchurches. Incidentally, the family in Tennessee fits 
into another family legend, that my great-great-
grandfather and his brother, coming south together, 
from Southhampton County, Virginia, split at North Caro-
lina while one went west and the other continued south. 

rect-tice 
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Boyd Btadfuld qii2afiutafi. 
1151 elm: mow gamtace 

eolfa A4tsa, ealitennia, 92 627 

22 August 1985 

Dear Cousin Phil: 

Your census records for Chambers County, Alabama, 1880, 
fell into my hands like a genealogical nugget. Yes, 

AoN they were my grandparents, James Keating and Susan 
Bradfield Upchurch, and those were my aunts and uncles, 
including three aunts I did not know about but who 
aroused my curiosity. Perhaps I would have known about 
them if this little pitcher had had bigger ears. 
Lucinda Diana was the only Upchurch aunt that I met, 
other than in-laws. 

p4-/p The names Gabriella and Darius particularly intrigued 
me. My older sister, who died during the flu epidemic 

iN of 1918, was named Dorcas Gabriella, and I wondered 
where the name came from. Probably my father named her 
for his sisters, and probably "Darius" on the census 

A roll was actually "Dorcas." In those days they were 
A careless with spelling, and "Darius," being a Median 
emperor, would hardly be a name for a girl. 

101 pbs a) A My father w s born in 1878, and after him my uncle Bud, 
and neither of their names appear on the rolls. 
Possibly the census was taken a couple of years before 
it was published, and neither of them were born when the 
roll was originally compiled. 

OrPr. 3 Ker-Al-S410 6- 1) 
The Confederate Army record seems in order, too. 

A Gratedpa fought with an Alabama infantry regiment. I 
remembered it as "Cobb's Legion- or "Hilliard's Legion," 
but I could be wrong. I have BATTLES AND LEADERS and 
will make an attempt to lookup the 60th Alabama. You 
don't know what a fruitful area of speculation and 
research you've opened for me with this information, and 
I'm grateful. 

At present I am recovering from a double-hernia 
operation and am somewhat indisposed toward lifting 
heavy tomes, but as my well-being increases my curiosity 
will grow and maybe the exercise will help. 

CoAGQ,ktlel, 
136100 
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Boyd Szadliall rtif2Auzak 

1151 dinizmott gettaza 

dosta oilesa., eatifoitnia, 9 2 62 7 

August 6, 1985 

Dear Phil: 

Today marks the first anniveisary of my brother Noel 
Kaul's death, which made me the last surviving male of 
the Ivy Doss - Margaret Blake Barnes family. (I have a 
sister, Joan Sanderlin, of East Point, Georgia.) I never 
thought I'd live to be the last leaf on the tree. 

It is one of the weird coincidences of my life that my 
wife died on Friday, 13th, last July. My oldest brother 
died on the day after the Sylmar earthquake, my third 
oldest brother died the day after Lincoln's birthday, my 
youngest brother died the day after Christmast and, for 
me, since I was in the Orient at the time, my second 
oldest brother died the day after we dropped the bomb on 
Hiroshima. It's as if the Lord, who knows I have 
trouble remembering dates, arranged their deaths to 
facilitate my memory. 

Regarding the list of my books, I submit the following 
from memory, and, as you may have surmised, my memory is 
not infallible. 

Written under the'name of Boyd Upchurch: THE SLAVE 
STEALER; SCARBOROUGH HALL; BEHIND EVERY BUSH (With 
Missouri Congressman Richard Ichord.) 

Written under the name of John Boyd: THE LAST STARSHIP 
FROM EARTH; SEX AND THE HIGH COMMAND; THE RAKEHELLS OF 
HEAVEN; THE POLLINATORS OF EDEN; THE DOOMSDAY GENE; THE 
ORGAN BANK FARM; THE I.Q. MERCHANT; THE GORGON FESTIVAL; 
BARNARD'S PLANET; THE ANDROMEDA GUN; THE GIRL WITH THE 
JADE GREEN EYES. 

I have another science fiction novel with my agent, THE 
MAN TIME FORGOT, but I haven't had any offers on it. 
Since my wife's death, I haven't written much, but I am 
now starting on another novel about the South in 
transition after World War II. It will be a year before 
it's finished. 

Sincerely yours, 

C-RWAILvki OIN 
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BoyeiBtadfietd(UpdfilltM6 
1151 Aden-Lott gevtaez 

ecata chtsta, ealifol.nia, 9 2 6 2 7 

July 17, 1985 

Dear Phil: 

Since I last wrote, much has happened that has not been 
pleasant for me. My dear wife, Fern, died last year, on 
Friday, July 13th, and my last brother, Kaul, died 3 
weeks later in Harlingen, Texas. One of the nice things 
was my trip back to Atlanta and the opportunity to 
visit with relatives and old friends. It was then I was 
interviewed by EMPHASIS, and of course you may use the 
article in any way you see fit. As Kaul once said, when 
he read a review of one of-my books, "It is good to see 
the name 'Upchurch' on something besides a postoffice 
wanted bulletin." So if anything I've done can inspire 
any Upchurch to try their hand at writing, then I will 
feel that I have done the clan a favor. 

Regarding a complete collection of my books, I'm at loss 
to advise you. I am clinging to my own last few 
remaining copies. Most of them are in the public 
library. In Los Angeles, there are several bookstores 
which will order them from their various publishers, for 
a fee. Since there are several such services in Los 
Angeles, I suspect there may be one or two in Tucson. 
Many of my original manuscripts were given to the 
University of California at Fullerton. 

I was somewhat surprised to learn from your letter that 
you were under sixty. I would have assumed from the 
vast compendium of knowledge about the Upchurches which 
you have accumulated that you were at least eighty. If 
you are looking for something worthwhile to accomplish 
in your distant retirement, I should think that writing 
the definitive Upchurch genealogy would be a major 
accomplishment, and you have the background. 

Sincerely, 
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30 December 1986 

Dear Phil: 

I want to thank you for the kind words in the last 
bulletin and bring you up, if I haven't already, on the 
lastest events of my life. You know that Fern died in 
July of 84 and my last surviving brother, Noel Kaul, 
died three weeks later, but I don't think I've corre-
sponded with you-since I was -married,_ last July 6th, „_on_
the banks of the Delaware River, to Mary Joe Tintor, a 
former school principal at Huntington Beach. She is a 
lovely and charming woman and so well informed that she 
proved to be the answer to one of my long-supressed 
dreams - a wife with whom I can discuss Tolstoy over 
breakfast rolls. When we combined our libraries after 
we were, married we found that we had enough duplicate 
copies of literary works to supply a library in Arizona. 

Mary is a widow with four grown children; one is a 
marine carpenter, one an anthropology major at Rutgers, 
one a Latin and Greek teacher at a Costa Mesa high 
school and a daughter who is an atronomer and math 
teacher at Tucson High School. Her name is Katherine 
Lee Johnson, and Mary and I might well be visiting with 
her in the spring. In that event, and I would confirm 
with you, I would like for us to have lunch or a cup of 
coffee together. Long ago I wrote to you about a book I 
have, THE REGIMENTS OF HENRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, which 
contains the names of several Upchurches, and I'd like 
to hand deliver it to you with some comments and your 
reactions. 

My wife is from a California family whose history is as 
entertwined with this state as our family's with the 
South. Her ancestors, reaching back to the De La 
Guerras of Spanish, California, were among the founders 
of Lompoc. She took me to her family graveyard and the 
experience was much like my encounters with the family 
graveyards of the South, poignant yet somehow 
reassuring with its sense of traditions honored and 
preserved. 

Le i c a ftz 

(ba.4„t4L 
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-c O, 106\ April 12, 1989 

Dear- Phil 

Arizona proved novel and delightful, particularly 
after we were there long enough' for me, to distinguish 
between the U of A and A.S.U.. To our surpise, we'Were 
rained on in the desert. Then, when we set out for Utah 
the early morning sun broke through the clouds the 
vistas were marvelous, the weather warm. Mary grew 
tired - north of Phoenix and:--v- ,the into -the back = seat 
sleep. When she awakened we were driving through the 
heavily forested Coconino Plateau with six inches of 
snow on the ground, a scenery and climatic change so 
drastic it reminded me of California - on a small scale, 
of course. 

Certainly one of the highlights of our trip was the 
lunch with you and your charming Sellaine. Mary And 
Kacie enjoyed themselves thoroughly, but for me it was 
as if. I were home again, back in the South with its warm 
hospitality and shared traditions, hearing the old, 
beloved accents. 

For Mary, an accomplished skier, the snow was good in 
Utah where we rendezvoused with her sister and friends. 

Coming home I found the °Bulletin" in the mail with your 
thoughts on a repository for the Upchurch archives. One 
of my concerns has been what to do with the old pictures 
which, though few in number, are valuable to me as 
historical relics. I'm sure my position as man without 
a beir -is not -unusualc- and-there are no -doubt hundreds 
of aging Upchurches around the _country with children who 
have no sense of history and care not a whit for the 
family's genealogy. Yet if one Upchurch in a thousand 
amid the future generations should wish to continue or 

OVER 



to enlarge on your explorations he should not be denied 
the fruit of your labor, expanded and augmented by the 
repository. It would be good to receive tax credits for 
financial contributions to an archive, but I think there 
might be many who would need no. inducement. 

In fact, if the repository were erected in Missouri, in 
line with your 40 year retirement program, I could.not 
think of a better archivist than you. It might well be, 
if the response is great enough, you might continue with 
what I know to be -a labor of love even into extreme old, 
age and p_erhapsslrak EraPe/4 for you
a salaried employee of the foundation would have to be 
considered in the future. 

You can put me down as an "aye" vote in response to your 
proposal, and I could, when and if the plans are 
solidified, respond with a modest, at least for now, 
pledge. I trust you will keep us posted. 

Tender my, warm regards to Sellaine and Mary. sends. tier 
best. 

Cordially, 

_   _ _ 
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Dear Cousin Phil: 

I r5 I /V E o1 -reKro-ce 
Costa Mesa, Calif. Tip!) 
July 14, 1987 

Mary and I just returned from of England and a highlight of our 

tour was a visit to Little Gidding I would like to share with 

you. 

To paraphrase T. S. Eliot's poem loosely, we came that way taking 

a route you would be unlikely to take, through Barnwell Saint 
Andrew, Barnwell All Saints, Luddington on the Brook, Great 
Gidding and Steeple Gidding, coming down from Scotland on a 
misty, rainy morning. Departing the main highway near Oundle, we 

drove through Huntingdonshire's slightly rolling approaches to 
the fens, a green country given over to copses, meadows and 
farmlands, so pretty, as Mark Twain remarked, it should be put 

under glass. 

The immediate approach to the village is hardly more than a 
driveway about 30 yards long and the village, itself, consists of 
a church, an assembly hall, a working farmhouse with barns and 
four or five small mobile homes (called caravans) in the church 
parking lot. "There are other places which are also at the 
world's end, but this is nearest in place and time, now and in 
England," to quote Eliot verbatim. There was a sign reading 
"Watch for Children," but we saw none when we parked and walked 
to the church, so small the pews run parallel to the nave. 

It's a tiny church with a long history. Fleeing the plague 
with his family, Nicholas Ferrar came to it in 1626 and estab-
lished a religious community supported by a book bindery. The 
books earned the admiration, and frequent visits, of Charles 
Stuart which redounded to the community's discredit when 
Cromwell came to power. Although Protestant, the church was 
sacked by Parliamentary soldiers, but rebuilt after the 
Restoration. It has even been revived as a religious 
community, by T. S. Eliot and a friend in 1947. The caravans 
in the parking lot were occupied by The Friends of Little 
Gidding. 

When Mary and I entered the church, it was dark inside, and 
while my eyes adjusted, I noticed a man standing in the aisle 
reading what might have been a Bible. Thinking him the rector 
of the church, I approached him, when I discerned it was not the 
Bible he read but a book. He bore a marked resemblance to my 
late brother, and, since strange things had happened to me in 
England, it occurred to me he might be another Upchurch in search 
of his roots. Rather bluntly I asked him. Of course he was 
not an Upchurch, but, as it developed, he was familiar 
with this church.—or any historic building in the county 
you were apt to name. 



In England my wife and I "did" colleges, castles, megaliths, 
pubs, cathedrals, English gardens and narrow gauge railroads, 
but most memorable were the people we met. One of our first 
acquaintances was a woman campanologist, a fancy word for a bell-
ringer, and I spent an interesting half hour at a B&B with a 
lecturer on the castles of Kent and Cornwall. (I learned Los 
Angeles had won the basketball championship from an Irishman, a 
Boston fan.) The gentleman I spoke to in the church was a retired 
medical doctor interested in the study of local history and monu-
ments. The book he read, summarizing the history of Little 
Gidding, was one of a compendium describing the counties of 
England edited by Arthur Mee who collated THE CHILDREN'S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

Doctor Mahood and I discussed the church and when I told him of 
its relation to the Upchurch clans in America (It might have been 
the church from whence the name, Up-church, derives) he and my 
wife with consummate tact withdrew and left me alone in the 
building. Being alone, seated in a pew where doubtlessly my 
progenitor had set over 300 years ago gave me a sense of rever-
ential awe and continuity with all the lost generations. I 
communed with the dead, and I must confess I knelt at the altar 
and prayed for all who bore the name of Upchurch, to include our 
wives. When I had finished I arose and leafed through the 
"Request for Prayers" list placed on the altar and the first page 
I opened on bore the plea, "Pray for the soul of T.S. Eliot." 

I think I have spoken to you of the eerie conjunction of my life 
with T. S. Eliot's, and when I saw the request I immediately knelt 
and added Eliot to my prayers although, in fact, he was in them 
from the beginning. As he would have known - for, to quote from 
"Little Gidding," again, "prayer is more than an order of words, 
the conscious occupation of the praying mind—and what the dead 
had no speech for, when living, they can tell you, being dead: the 
communication of the dead is tongued with fire beyond the language 
of the living." 

My visit to England heightened my awareness of myself, as a 
person, and my visit to Little Gidding heightened my awareness of 
myself as a part of a continuum, or, as Emerson might have put it, 
as a fragment of the Over Soul. 

There was a touching addenda to my revelation. When I emerged 
from the church I noticed Mary in close conversation with Doctor 
Mahood. They formed sort of a tableau in the churchyard, there in 
the misting rain before the tomb of Nicholas Ferrar amid the 
surrounding gravestones, he insisting, she demurring, both 
obviously moved by what was being said. Upon my approach, I was 
included in the discussion. In my absence, Doctor Mahood, aware 
of the importance of the church to me, wished to give us his book, 
THE COUNTIES OF BEDFORD AND HUNTINGDON, which contained the 
history of Little Gidding. 

Mary is a book lover. (Our marriage was a wedding of libraries) 



So am I. So was Doctor Mahood. These facts were already estab-
lished from our previous conversation. To give away a cherished 
book is sometimes to give away a friend, and Doctor Mahood was 
offering us his friend. I had no compunction about accepting the 
friend of a man I had already established rapport with - Mahood 
was a fellow-Jungian - especially after I learned he had another 
in his library. I leaped on the offer with both feet, and, today, 
Mary and I have a treasured addition to our library. In its way, 
it is a memorial to Michael Upchurch and another of two books I 
would like for you to have after I have passed on.—The other is 
THE REGIMENTS OF HENRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE. 

To add another footnote to the above footnote, before we left 
London Mary and I attended a reading of Eliot's poems, "Let Us Go 
Then, You and I," in which Edward Fox gave a splending reading of 
the "Four Quartets" whose finale is "Little Gidding." 

The enclosed postcards will give you an impression of the church 
and village, today, which, I suspect, is little changed from 1640. 
One addition is an assembly hall (the white building) used for an 
annual convention of The Friends of Little Gidding. I was under 
the impression there was a rose garden, nearby, but in reviewing 
Eliot's poems I think it was mentioned in "Burnt Norton," the 
first of the "Four Quartets." Most of these properties are 
private, but the press of history and the population tends to give 
the English easy access to land that would be posted in the 
States. 

My best wishes to you and your extended family, and I am looking 
forward, more than ever, to a personal visit with you when time 
and circumstances allow. 

Cordially, 

a;te, T-4 ,OO 14.,(AX 
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B&W 13 R4-4D 

Costa Mesa, California 
16 Zap4ember 1981 

" tiemilEt2 iz, er 

Dear Cousin Phil, 

In the past, to my present sorrow, I never looked 
too deeply into my ancestry, not from fear of what I might find but 
because those elaborate and often tedious discussions of "family" 
so prevalent in the South of my boyhood struck me as exercises in 
futility. Usually it was the women who chaired the discussions, and 
I suspected, then, many were looking for English, nobles to grace their 
family trees when the mathematics of genealogy -- an exponential 
increase in forebears coupled with the tiny population of Medieval 
England -- practically guaranteed any Anglo-Saxon a blood kinship 
with every Englishman from King Alfred to Dick Turpin. As Jodephus 
Daniels once pointed out, all white Southerners were at least sixth-
cousins, and his observation could be extended to include all the 
British Isles and French Normandy. 

My indifference to family history ran in the face of an intense 
interest in American history, and it continued into my adult life 
until a maternal uncle visited Los Angeles and fascinated me with an 
analysis of my mother's family, the Barneses of Georgia. Now I wish 
I could go back in time and take notes on those conversations avoided 
in my boyhood. 

I have had some strange experiences in this area, some verging on the 
psychic, and if you knew me you would realize that is quite a confession. 
Even the notes received from you created a puzzlement. For long, one 
of my favorite poems was T. S. Eliot's "Little Gidding," which is 
superficially some more of the transcendental mysticism Eliot indulged 
in after he was "saved," by, of all things, the Anglican Church. Yet, 
when reading the poem, it seemed I was returning to the place he 
described. Now I've learned from you that Little Gidding, as much 
as any spot, might be my ancestral home. Perhaps there is such a 
thing as race memory. 

Then, too, it might be ominous that one of my favorite passages in 
the poem is: 

We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we first started 
And know the place for the first time. 
Through the unknown, remembered gate... 

You asked about my uncle, R. L. Upchurch, and the reference left me 
mystified for a while. I knew of no R. L. Upchurch. But I began to 



2. 

A 

to think. The R. L. could stand for Robert Lee, my grandfather's 
military commander and a figure idolized by him. My father's 
youngest brother was called "Bud" by my father and, by me, "Uncle 
Bud." Then, things began to fall into place. "Buddy," shortened 
to "Bud," was a pet name in the South, even when I was a boy, for 
the youngest son in the family. It was not a given name. Uncle 
Bud would be the R. L. Upchurch. 

Since you asked about him in particular, I can give a few details 
since his family was closest to mine. He was a merchant in Lagrange, 
Georgia, who died, I would guesS, around 1960, and would be buried 
in Lagrange. He had two sons, Lamar and James, and two daughters, 
Hazel and Jeanette, who, to my knowledge, are all alive in and around 
Atlanta, Georgia. My aunt's name was "Loonie," as I remember it, 
but she, along with my cousin, Fannie Lou Boyd, were named before 
"Loonie" and "Fannie" began to enjoy their modern connotations. 

Papa had two other brothers, one whose name I'm sad to say I 
remember lived in Lanett, Alabama, and the other, Jose 
merchant-farmer in Lagrange, Georgia. M e and Aunt 
or Birdie, had one daughter w o, to my knowledge, 
lives in or near Atlanta. Unc e Joe died about 1948, and he 
probably buried in Lagrange. Papa had two sisters, my Aunt Lena 
Boyd, for whom I am named, who died in Alabama, and another, 
Lucinda Diana, whose married name I can't recall, who died in 
Louisiana. 

can't 

Bertie, 
still 
'S 

Of my own family, my only surviving brother is Noel Kaul Upchurch, 
whom you have listed in White Bear Lake, Minnesota, but who now 
lives in Harlingen, Texas. I have suggested that he get in touch 
with you, for he could give you more details than I can. He listened 

A to those conversations. 
904 't Rr 

His address is: 109 North 26th Street kt)-4-659 0/51rk-wIA.1 
Harlingen, Texas, 78550 2,2,00 401 

• 
loote

4.Ny sister, Joan Sanderling, still lives in East Point, Georgia. 
4 She was born about 1922 in Atlanta and has three sons, Phillip, 

A14-11 Sidney and Christopher, so named, I think, because she "digs" the 
L metaphysical poets. Eric Ivie U., born 1925, died circa 1977 in 
6 San Diego, leaving a daughter, Pilar. Nord Norton, born 1908, 
b.in Lanett, Alabama, died in 1970 in Atlanta. Muir Blake, born 
about 1916, in Lanett, died about 1979, in Ellijay, Georgia, and 

4 is buried in Mabelton, GA. Muir was married to Omie Lois Swancy about, 
1N4-A4 0  1938 and leaves a son, Anthony, and a daughter, Patricia. Nord opeorie0 

t- also left a son, Anthony. I was married to Ethel Fern Lorts, in 
Seattle where I was stationed with the Navy, in 1944. She had one 

4 son, Douglas Kent GillaspyP4since deceased, and we have no issue. 
Since I was graduated from the University of Southern California: 
in 1947, we have lived in Los Angeles and Costa Mesa. 

4 My grandfather, James Keating U., died in West Point, GA., 1927, 
and is buried there, in which cemetery I do not know. To my knowledge, 

tkoZsik ‘.k 0*. Rik\ I'. Co., 



3. 

4I have no grand uncles. My father, Ivie Doss Upchurch, died in 
Atlanta about 1956 and my mother, Margaret Blake Barnes Upchurch, 
died about two years later. Both are buried in the Hollywood 
Cemetery, northwest Atlanta, although I believe there is a family 
cemetery in Standing Rock, Alabama. They were married either in 
Lanett or Opelika, Alabama, about 1904. or 05. My deficiencies in 
memory come from the fact that I live in Southern California where 
the lack of seasons blurs the years. I would not know my own age, 
62, if it weren't for the calendar. 

I am the John Boyd you found referenced in the library. It is the 
nom de plume I use for my sUence-fiction novels. My best known 
work in that genre is THE LAST STARSHIP FROM EARTH and my latest, 
published 1980 was THE GIRL WITH THE JADE GREEN EYES. My best known 
work of historical fiction, written under the name of Boyd Upchurch, 
THE SLAVE STEALER, should be in your library although it was 
first published in 1969. My work has been translated into French, 
Spanish, Polish, Dutch, German, Italian, Portuguese and Japanese. 
THE SLAVE STEALER was sold to Columbia Pictures but, so far, they 
have done nothing with it. Three of my science-fiction novels have 
been optioned for movies, two currently, but as far as I know nothing 
is scheduled for production. If everything fell into place for me 
at once, an Upchurch might gain some recognition in the annals of 
American writers, but I doubt if this will happen. Besides, I prefer 
anonymity. 

Once in a telephone conversation with a customer in my then business, 
photoengraving, I was asked if I were related to an Upchurch in 
Texas who ran a home for fallen women. Not to my knowledge, I told 
the customer, but it sounded like something an Upchurch would be 
doing. 

This item for your eyes only: I am one of only two Upchurches I have 
found in a history book. My brief mini-second of fame came in a 
footnote in Samuel Eliot Morison's THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC referring 
to a report I had submitted to the Navy while an Armed Guard Officer 
detailing the action in a convoy battle on the run to North Russia 
during World War II. 

The only Upchurch I know with contemporary renown is Rick Upchurch, 
the running back for the Denver Broncos, whose name, I believe, 
derives from the Upchurches of Henry County, Tennessee. In my library, 
I have an unusual volume, THE REGIMENTS OF HENRY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, 
which lists several Upchurches, both white and black, who served with 
those contingents in the C.S.A. One, I believe, was a major. If 
you are a bibliophile, you'll know how valuable the book is, but if 
it will help you in your researches, I would be glad to lend it to you. 



In reference to your deductions about the Keating in my grandfather's 
name, it could very easily be a variation on the spelling of Keaton, 
or vice versa. Liberties were taken with spelling in the 19th century, 
and even now. William Faulkner's brother spelled the name "Falkner." 
Since English names frequently derive from places, i:e; "Bradfield, 
for "broad field," I've wondered if the Upchurches were neighbors of 
the Churchills. 

I want to thank you for your interesting and informative letter and 
again pay tribute to you for the work you are doing while apologizing 
for my defects in the field. If you and Kaul are able to correspond, 
I'm sure his memory would be more reliable and detailed than mine. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Cousin Phil: 

July 1, 1988 

tA:Pc14.0 P-111-

1 (51 ft 1.) r /140AE--
D 5 ri4 44  5 pf, Ci4 bZ,1 

Your letter dated June 21 came today, but I'm sure it wasn't 
finished on the day it was started. Judging from the com-
plexity of the information and the thought you put into it I'm 
surprised you didn't begin it in May. It would have taken me 
a month to organize the data. I am flattered and grateful for 
your effort. 

I think I told you I often get a shock of recognition from 
your letters and bulletins, and I'm always enlightened. I 
read your letter and showed the "tree" to Mary Jo (No 'e') and 
she too marveled at your diligence and attention to detail. 
It has to be a labor of love that drives you to explore what 
must be at times maddeningly indecipherable tax and census 
records, and I hope other Upchurches appreciate your diligence 
as much as my wife and I. There are diverse talents in our 
clan, but you wear the palm for genealogy. 

Your guess is as good as mine regarding "Keating" versus 
"Keaton" for my grandfather's middle name. It might have been 
spelled either way. In those days, no one paid too much 
attention to spelling. 

El In response to your questions about myself, I was born in 
A Atlanta. My late wife, Fern, was born near Kokomo, Indiana, 
Land lived in Logansport and Wabash up until 1941 when she 

migrated to California. She is buried at Newport Beach. We 
A lived in La Jolla, Los Angeles and Costa Mesa where she died. 
p My present wife, Mary Jo Graves, (maiden name) was born in 
p Salinas, Monterey County, California. Her California 
- connections stretch back to Spanish California through the De 
- La Guerras. Her mother's family, the Dimmocks, were pioneer 
- settlers in the Lompoc area. If you are ever tempted to 
tl indulge in a spin-off hobby, Mary Jo's family would be a 
tempting subject. Mary Jo and I were married July 6, 1986, at 

-- Washington's Crossing, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. I always 
- add "Bucks County" for a touch of class - for me, not for 
- Mary. She already has the touch. 

My listing for my father's name is Ivy Doss which jibes with 
, the names of two family's that settled Marthasvil le, later 
tJ Atlanta, the Ivys and Dosses. Kaul told me his true name was 
- Daucey which he later changed because it sounded effiminate 
• and he could have changed the spelling of Ivy to avoid identi-
• fification with the vine, hence the spelling for Eric's middle 
Z‘ name. Papa tended to be individualistic and not one for 

keeping records. Indeed, no birth certificate was ever issued 
IA for me which introduced problems for me in later life. I have 
A his birth date as 1878. 

My brother, Nord, was listed as two years younger than he 



- 

_\). Alkeierg er g 4744) e _53 
actually was becausec of some inconvenience in being overaged 

- for a job he wanted.( (In Atlanta, when you know the right 
- people, such things)are easily arranged.) I don't know when 

fi D papa married mama-lbut he was a veteran of the Phil lipine 
A td + AN Insurrection. Since Nord was born in 1901, papa and mama were 

- married at least by then, which would lend credence to the 
family record of 1878 because papa must have been at least 22 

M-f-6  having served four years in the Army. I'm fairly certain papa 
6 and mama were married in Lanett, Alabama, and it must have 
- been in 1900. It was not a shotgun marriage. 

A 4- p He died sometimes in August or September of 1958 and mama died 
two years later. They are buried together in the Hollywood 

Li Cemetery in Atlanta. Mama's birth date of 1880 jibes with 
A the family records, also, since she was two years younger than 

6 trEl papa. Sitting here, writing you, I grow more certain that 
A papa's birthdate was actually 1878. The census record must be 

in error. 

o +A-+ They had seven children, including Dorcas Gabriella who died 
6 in infancy. This would indicate that my Aunt Lena was 

L1 -Fri+ cl probably named Dorcas since she named me Boyd, for her hus-
+6 band's family, and she named my sister Joan who was originally 

6 4 p Fanny Joan, since changed for obvious reasons. Although I 
6 called her "Aunt Lena," her name was probably El lena. My Aunt 
6 Lucinda Diana was called that by me, although her name, too, 

1. 4-4:7 could have been Louanna. I'm sorry I cannot be of more help 
C3 in giving the true names, but it is entirely possible I did 

0+-0 not use their true names. I did not even know Uncle Bud's 
- true name until two years ago. 

A Mama was born either in Lanett or Opelika since the farm where 
A+ A she was born was somewhere between the two towns. Joan 

1=1 Sanderlin is alive, I visited her last month, and was born in 
September 1922, in Atlanta. Her address 2365 Ben Hill Road, 

A East Point, GA 30344. She could furnish you with specific 
A details about her family and perhaps some peripheral infor-

- mation about the Upchurches that I'm not privy to. 

+1 l Kaul was born in Lanett, Alabama, in 1910 (My estimate but I 
A -I- b. can check.) He married Patricia Meyers in Saint Paul, 
A4 A Minnesota, in 1937, and he had a daughter, Gladyce, with three 

+'A grandchildren. He is buried in Harlingen, Texas, where his 
6 widow now lives. Dorcas was born in 1918 and died before 

04 -4-fl reaching her first birthday. She is buried at Standing Rock, 
la Alabama. Your notes on Muir are correct and are correct for 

A t Eric, who was born in Atlanta. His wife's name was Sylvia. I 
- don't know her maiden name. 

( N-7 CS pi-44 -e:5 IAD 
A I am sure my grandfather was born in Alabama, near the Georgia 

border. He had a farm in Alabama even when he lived in West 
Point, and he fought with an Alabama regiment in the Civil War. 

A±A +iik My grandmother was born in Alabama. Both are buried at West 
A Point.1 Although my mother was born in Alabama she was of the 

Barnes family that settled Barnesville, Georgia. 

Es 05 e -e f}W\ yt4 4-71) DT e 4-4 FT_ &Lip 



Your account of the family division in the early 1800's sounds 
as reasonable as any I have heard and it is backed with more 
data. I assumed the Upchurches of Henry County, Tennessee, 
descended from my great grandfather's brother but there were 
so many Upchurches spreading out in the early 19th century 
that the relationship might be more tenuous. Some of them got 
as far as Oregon, no doubt sowing their seed all the way. 
I've had some doubt of the old family tales since learning we 
were from Southhampton County, Virginia, rather than 
Southhampton, England, as my father's account held. 

I think it would be fitting that I make a copy of this letter 
A +band send it to my sister in East Point. She could correct my 
n tz, mistakes and furnish addenda on her own family. I will insert 
Afv a covering note to assist her in understanding what you're 
zi-/labout and to urge her to ransack her memory. Ransacking mine 

-- is similar to shaking a poke bag full of holes. 

I hope to see you within the foreseeable future. We just 
completed a tour of the United States, where we visited Mary's 
New Jersey daughter, so her Arizona daughter is next on our 
"must see" list. You and Mary Jo should have much in common; 
she, too, was an educator and is a perambulating archive of 
California history. 

Cordially, 

0,1 
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MICHAEL ENTERPRISES 

P. 0. BOX 35804 
TUCSON ,ARIZONA 85740 

September 8, 1991 

Mr. Boyd B. Upchurch 
1151 Aviemore Terrace 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

Dear Boyd: 

This note is to try to reach you for a change of address. 
The latest issue of UB was returned marked "Attempted, not known" 
as well as "No forward order on file". Please advise us in this 
regard. We trust you are well and that things are going nicely 
for you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert P. Upchurch, 
Editor 
UPCHURCH BULLETIN 

rpU:S 
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Naomi Ruth Upchurch 

Dulcie M Upchurch 

Upchurch 

Edith Upchurch 

Helen M Upchurch 

Robert Amos Upchurch 

Robert Lee Upchurch 

Linda Gail Upchurch 

Upchurch 

Linda Carolyn Upchurch 

Wm Lynn Upchurch Jr. 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Allen Lee Upchurch 

Lewis Wilson Upchurch II, 

Nancy Leona Upchurch 

Judy A Upchurch 

Judith Ann Upchurch 

Donna Rennee Upchurch 

Kenneth D Upchurch 

Charles K Upchurch III, 

William L Upchurch Jr. 

Brenda Kay Upchurch 

Claire Carter Upchurch 

Byd G Upchurch-Jr.-I!' 

Harold M Upchurch Jr. 

Judy Carol Upchurch 

Robert John Upchurch 

Sandra Annette Upchurch 

Brian Leslie Upchurch 

Randal Keith Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch Jr. 

Brian D Upchurch 

Thomas Graves Upchurch 

William Carroll Upchurch 

Steven G Upchurch 

Robert Heith Upchurch 

Patricia Ann Upchurch 

Larry Dwayne Upchurch 

Thomas David Upchurch 

Mellissa Irene Upchurch 
Matthew Stephen Upchurch 

Elizabeth Anne Upchurch 
Jamilla Ann Upchurch 

Tracy Geraldine Upchurch 

27 Apr 1920 Guilford 
26 Jul 1920 Guilford 

8 Dec 1920 Guilford 

12 Sep 1921 Guilford 

10 Aug 1926 Guilford 

1 Dec 1938 Guilford 

10 Sep 1939 Guilford 

21 Jan 1942 Guilford 

28 Jan 1942 Guilford 

28 Apr 1942 Guilford 

25 Feb 1944 Guilford 

15 Nov 1944 Guilford 

30 Apr 1946 Guilford 

1 Oct 1947 Guilford 

15 Oct 1948 Guilford 

31 Aug 1951 Guilford 

26 Feb 1953 Guilford 

29 Jun 1955 Guilford 

9 Mar 1958 Guilford 

8 Apr 1959 Guilford 

16 May 1959 Guilford 

8 Sep 1959 Guilford 

23 Jun 1960 Guilford 

13 Dec 1960 Guilford 

9 May 1961 Guilford 

6 Sep 1962 Guilford 

9 Jan 1963 Guilford 

4 Feb 1963 Guilford 

19 Jan 1964 Guilford 

30 Apr 1964 Guilford 

18 Feb 1965 Guilford 

6 Jun 1965 Guilford 

21 Sep 1965 Guilford 

13 Dec 1965 Guilford 

5 Aug 1965 Guilford 

11 Jan 1966 Guilford 

22 Feb 1968 Guilford 

8 Apr 1969 Guilford 

3 Apr 1972 Guilford 

27 Jul 1973 Guilford 

16 Sep 1973 Guilford 

20 Jan 1977 Guilford 
20 Jun 1978 Guilford 
4 Oct 1971 Guilford 

Hugh C Upchurch 
Roy L Upchurch 

S A Upchurch 

Hugh C Upchurch 

Cornie Upchurch 

S A Upchurch Jr. 

George Upchurch 

Walter C Upchurch 

Robert A Upchurch 

Geo R Upchurch 

Wm Lynn Upchurch 

R A Upchurch 

Robert A Upchurch 

Lewis W Upchurch 

James Edwin Upchurch 

Barbee F Upchurch 

James E Upchurch 

Charles Kelly Upchurch 

William L Upchurch 

Charles K Upchurch Jr. 

William L Upchurch 

Boyd G Upchurch 

Fred Moore Upchurch 

Boyd Garfield Upchurch 

Harold Mc Leon Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Robert Amos Upchurch 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Fred Moore Upchurch 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Robert Amos Upchurch 

Wayne Thomas Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Boyd Garfield Upchurch 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Tommy Dorsey Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Tommy Dorsey Upchurch 
Tommy Dorsey Upchurch 

James Herman Upchurch 
Steven Austin Upchurch 

BOYD G JR
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Paper: Greensboro News & Record (NC) 
Deceased: BOYD GARFIELD UPCHURCH SR. 
Date: January 8, 2001 

Mr. Boyd Garfield Upchurch Sr., 68, of 908 Fir Place, died Saturday, Jan. 6, 2001, at Moses Cone Hospital. 

A graveside service will be held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2001, in Guilford Memorial Park. 

A native of Galax, Va., Mr. Upchurch was of the Baptist faith. 

Survivors and his wife, Margaret L. Upchurch of the home; daughters, Marie Upchurch and Brenda Upchurch of 
Greensboro; sons, Boyd Upchurch Jr. of Julian and Steven Upchurch of Greensboro; brother, Kemper Upchurch of 
Greensboro; 12 grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 

The family will receive friends from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8, 2001, at Hanes-Lineberry Vanstory Chapel and other times at 
the residence. 
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Paper: Greensboro News & Record (NC) 
Deceased: BOYD GARFIELD UPCHURCH SR. 
Date: January 8, 2001 

Mr. Boyd Garfield Upchurch Sr., 68, of 908 Fir Place, died Saturday, Jan. 6, 2001, at Moses Cone Hospital. 

A graveside service will be held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2001, in Guilford Memorial Park. 

A native of Galax, Va., Mr. Upchurch was of the Baptist faith. 

Survivors and his wife, Margaret L. Upchurch of the home; daughters, Marie Upchurch and Brenda Upchurch of 
Greensboro; sons, Boyd Upchurch Jr. of Julian and Steven Upchurch of Greensboro; brother, Kemper Upchurch of 
Greensboro; 12 grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 

The family will receive friends from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8, 2001, at Hanes-Lineberry Vanstory Chapel and other times at 
the residence. 
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BOYD GARFIELD UPCHURCH SR. 

Mr. Boyd Garfield Upchurch Sr., 
68, of 908 Fir Place, died Satur-
day, Jan. 6, 2001, at Moses Cone 
Hospital. 

A graveside 
service will be 
held at 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 
2001, in Guilford 
Memorial Park. 

A native of 
Galax, Va., Mr. 
Upchurch was of 
the Baptist faith. 

Survivors and his wife, Marga-
ret L. Upchurch of the home; 
daughters, Marie Upchurch and 
Brenda Upchurch of Greensboro; 
sons, Boyd Upchurch Jr. of Julian 
and Steven Upchurch of Greens-
boro; brother, Kemper Upchurch of 
_Greensboro; 12 grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren. 

The family will receive friends 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8, 
2001, at Hanes-Lineberry Van-
story Chapel and other times at 
the residence. .g ..171/4N 7.001 
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BOYD GARFIELD UPCHURCH SR. 

Mr. Boyd Garfield Upchurch Sr., 
68, of 908 Fir Place, died Satur-
day, Jan. 6, 2001, at Moses Cone 
Hospital. 

A graveside 
service will be 
held at 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 
2001, in Guilford 
Memorial Pirk. 

A native of 
Galax, Va., Mr. 
Upchurch was of 
the Baptist faith. 

Survivors and his wife, Marga-
ret L. Upchurch of the home; 
daughters, Marie Upchurch and 
Brenda Upchurch of Greensboro; 
sons, Boyd Upchurch Jr. of Julian 
and Steven Upchurch of Greens-
boro; brother, Kemiier Upchurch of 

_.Greensboro; 12 grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren. 

The family will receive friends 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8, 
2001, at Hanes-Lineberry Van-
story Chapel and other times at 
tbe residence. .g SM4 2001 
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Naomi Ruth Upchurch 

Dulcie M Upchurch 

Upchurch 

Edith Upchurch 

Helen M Upchurch 

Robert Amos Upchurch 

Robert Lee Upchurch 

Linda Gail Upchurch 

Upchurch 

Linda Carolyn Upchurch 

Wm Lynn Upchurch Jr. 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Allen Lee Upchurch 

Lewis Wilson Upchurch II, 

Nancy Leona Upchurch 

Judy A Upchurch 

Judith Ann Upchurch 

Donna Rennee Upchurch 

Kenneth D Upchurch 

Charles K Upchurch III, 

William L Upchurch Jr. 

Brenda Kay Upchurch 

Claire Carter Upchurch 

Boyd G Upchurch Jr. 

Harold M Upchurch Jr. 

Judy Carol Upchurch 

Robert John Upchurch 

Sandra Annette Upchurch 

Brian Leslie Upchurch 

Randal Keith Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch Jr. 

Brian D Upchurch 

Thomas Graves Upchurch 

William Carroll Upchurch 

Steven G Upchurch 

Robert Heith Upchurch 

Patricia Ann Upchurch 

Larry Dwayne Upchurch 

Thomas David Upchurch 

Mellissa Irene Upchurch 

Matthew Stephen Upchurch 

Elizabeth Anne Upchurch 
Jamilla Ann Upchurch 

Tracy Geraldine Upchurch 

27 Apr 1920 Guilford 

26 Jul 1920 Guilford 

8 Dec 1920 Guilford 

12 Sep 1921 Guilford 

10 Aug 1926 Guilford 

1 Dec 1938 Guilford 

10 Sep 1939 Guilford 

21 Jan 1942 Guilford 

28 Jan 1942 Guilford 

28 Apr 1942 Guilford 

25 Feb 1944 Guilford 

15 Nov 1944 Guilford 

30 Apr 1946 Guilford 

1 Oct 1947 Guilford 

15 Oct 1948 Guilford 

31 Aug 1951 Guilford 

26 Feb 1953 Guilford 

29 Jun 1955 Guilford 

9 Mar 1958 Guilford 

8 Apr 1959 Guilford 

16 May 1959 Guilford 

8 Sep 1959 Guilford 

23 Jun 1960 Guilford 

13 Dec 1960 Guilford 

9 May 1961 Guilford 

6 Sep 1962 Guilford 

9 Jan 1963 Guilford 

4 Feb 1963 Guilford 

19 Jan 1964 Guilford 

30 Apr 1964 Guilford 

18 Feb 1965 Guilford 

6 Jun 1965 Guilford 

21 Sep 1965 Guilford 

13 Dec 1965 Guilford 

5 Aug 1965 Guilford 

11 Jan 1966 Guilford 

22 Feb 1968 Guilford 

8 Apr 1969 Guilford 

3 Apr 1972 Guilford 

27 Jul 1973 Guilford 

16 Sep 1973 Guilford 

20 Jan 1977 Guilford 
20 Jun 1978 Guilford 

4 Oct 1971 Guilford 

Hugh C Upchurch 

Roy L Upchurch 

S A Upchurch 

Hugh C Upchurch 

Cornie Upchurch 

S A Upchurch Jr. 

George Upchurch 

Walter C Upchurch 

Robert A Upchurch 

Geo R Upchurch 

Wm Lynn Upchurch 

R A Upchurch 

Robert A Upchurch 

Lewis W Upchurch 

James Edwin Upchurch 

Barbee F Upchurch 

James E Upchurch 

Charles Kelly Upchurch 

William L Upchurch 

Charles K Upchurch Jr. 

William L Upchurch 

Boyd G Upchurch 

Fred Moore Upchurch 

Boyd Garfield Upchurch • 

Harold Mc Leon Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Robert Amos Upchurch 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Fred Moore Upchurch 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Robert Amos Upchurch 

Wayne Thomas Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Boyd Garfield Upchurch. 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Robert Keith Upchurch 

Tommy Dorsey Upchurch 

Kemper Oze Upchurch 

Tommy Dorsey Upchurch 

Tommy Dorsey Upchurch 

James Herman Upchurch 

Steven Austin Upchurch 

BOYD GARFIELD SR
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Upchurch Boyd Mil, W Hwy Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-4856 
Upchurch Casher 408 Rugby Ave Jamestown TN 38556-3820 615-879-8469 
Upchurch Clayton Reeds Crk Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-9896 
Upchurch David N Hwy Jamestown TN 38556-9206 615-879-7127 
Upchurch F Pine Hvn Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-9527 
Upchurch George R Fred Willims Rd Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-3651 
Upchurch James R Stewart Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-9126 
Upchurch Joe Stockton Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-9532 
Upchurch Letha E Hwy Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-4733 
Upchurch Shirley Crabtree Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-8621 
Upchurch Sterlie Hwy Jamestown TN 38556 615-879-4637 

BOYD M
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16. L. B. Upchurch "Elbe" (Inez Upchurch, John Porter) was born on 13 May 1928 in , Fentress, Tennessee. 
Birth date may have been 13 May or 14 Mar (like his death date)? Birth year may have been 1928 or PLEASE NOTE: LB Upchurch is 

sill living in 2014. thank you !! 

1929? 
1987 History of Fentress Co, TN states: L.B. was the son of Ina/Inez Upchurch and Palmer Williams 

and was adopted by his maternal grandparents Porter and Pansy Delk Upchurch. 

His name may be L. B. or Elbe, as it appeared in 1930 census; i.e. Elbe Williams. 

L. B. Upchurch married Madge Charlene Crabtree daughter ofJohn Calvin Crabtree and Mertie May 
Upchurch on 26 Apr 1947 in Roswell, Walker, Georgia. Madge was born on 31 May 1930 in , Fentress, 
Tennessee. She died on 13 Mar 2010 in Knoxville, Knox, Tennessee. She was buried on 16 Mar 2010 in 

Sharp Place Cemetery, Sharp Place, Fentress, Tennessee. 

Obituary in The Fentress Courier 24 Mar 2010 — Madge Charlene Upchurch, age 79, of Jamestown, 

passed away Saturday, March 13, 2010 at U. T. Medical Center. Mrs. Upchurch was born May 31, 1930 

in Fentress County. She was a homemaker. Mrs. Upchurch is survived by husband, L.B. Upchurch of 

Jamestown; five daughters, Bobbie Davis and husband Bill of Glen Campbell, PA, Jean Beaty and 

husband David, Lynn Beaty, Kathy Beaty and husband Charles and Sheila Beaty and husband Willard 

all of Jamestown; son, Boyd Mitchell Upchurch of Jamestown; thirteen grandchildren; twenty-eight great-

grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild; two sisters, Vee Taubert of Dayton, OH and Maxine Brenner 

of Palatka, FL; and sister-in-law, Janice Delk of Jamestown. Mrs. Upchurch was preceded in death by 

father, John Cal Crabtree; mother, Mertie Mae (Upchurch) Crabtree; son, John Michael Upchurch; 

grandson, Paul Daniel Beaty; and brother, Kenneth Crabtree. Funeral services were held Tuesday, 

M arch 16, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel of Jennings Funeral Home with Bro. Bill Davis officiating 

Burial followed in the Sharp Place Cemetery. Pallbearers included Christopher Upchurch, Richard Beaty, 

Michael Beaty, Sam Gibson, Andy Marsh, Kenny Marsh, Jacob Beaty and Brandon Beaty. Jennings 

Funeral Home of Jamestown, Tennessee was in charge of services. L. B. Upchurch and  Madge had the following children: 

+ . 32 F Pamela Lynn Upchurch was born on 30_ Aug 1941. 
33 F ii. Carolyn Jean Upchurch was born on 14 Jun 1948. 13 a-z 

34 F i~ iii. Bobbie Sue Upchurch was born on 14 Jan 1947 in , Fentress, Tennessee. -5 ° 'k 
Bobbie married Bill Davis . Bill was born on 12 Jan 1942 in Pontiac, Oakland, Michigan. 

• 35 F e: iv. Kathy Jonell Upchurch was born on 22 Apr 1956. 
36 M v. John Michael Upchurch was born on 22 Nov 1956 in , Fentress, Tennessee. He 

died on 25 Jan 1957 in , Fentress, Tennessee. He was buried about 27 Jan 1957 in Upchurch Cemetery, Pall 
Mall, Fentress, Tennessee. 

+ 37 12 L vi. Sheila Gail Upchurch was born on 2 May 1958. 
38 M Boyd Mitchell Upchurch _was born on 12 May_ 1959 in, Fentress, Tennessee. 

BOYD MITCHELL
XID 37010
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L. B. and Madge Upchurch 

Madge Charlene Crabtree was born on 
May 31, 1930, and was the daughter of John 
Cal Crabtree and Merde Mae Upchurch 
Crabtree. Her father was born April 20, 1908, 
in Fentress County, TN, and her mother was 
born August 19, 1910, in KY. They were 
married May 28, 1929. 

Madge's brother and sisters are: Kenneth, 
Maxine and Veleska. 

Madge married L.B. Upchurch who was 
born May 13, 1929, in Fentress County. 

L.B. was the son of Ina Upchurch and 
Palmer Williams and was adopted by his 
maternal grandparents Porter and Pansy 
Delk Upchurch. 

L.B. and Madge were married April 26, 
1947. Their children are: Bobby Sue, born 
Jan. 14, 1951; Carolyn Jean, born June 14, 
1948; Pamela Lynn, born Aug. 30, 1941; 
Kathy Jonell, born April 22, 1956; Sheila 
Gayle, born May 25, 1958; Boyd Mitchell; 
born May 12, 1959; and John Michael, born 
Nov. 22, 1956. John Michael died 6 days after 
birth. 

Bobby Sue is a teacher in Pennsylvania. 
Carolyn Jean is going to school to be a 

beautician. 
Lynn is a housewife. 
Sheila Gayle works in a factory. 
Mitchelllis unable to work. 
klithe children attended York Elementary 

School. 
L.B. is now working at Walter Dimensions 

where he has been employed for 34 years. 
Madge's father died December 4, 1938, and 

Merde Mae, her mother, died Nov. 27, 1979, 
and they were both buried at Sharp Ceme-
tery. 

by Stacey Beaty 
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Upchurch C B 
Upchurch L P 
Upchurch Vincent 
Upchurch Willis 
Uychurch Boyd 
Upchurch Lyle 
Upchurch Paul 
Upchurch Sam 

207 S 2nd Springport Springport IN 47386 317-755-3537 
1534 E Cty Rd Springport IN 47386 317-755-3499 
9862 N Ammerman Dr Springport IN 47386-9707 317-755-3224 

Thayer IN 46381 219-345-3789 
313 N Independence Windfall IN 46076 317-945-8263 
308 E Sherman Windfall IN 46076 317-945-7423 

State Rd Windfall IN 46076 317-945-7044 
504 Main Windfall IN 46076 317-945-7326 

BOYD


