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The River
Brought

By OLIVIA SKINNER
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff

St. Louis was a good place to seek a fortune i
The coming of the Zebulon M. Pike, the fi;s% ?téz??ri-
boat, had begun a rush of trade in lead, agricultural
products and furs up and down the Mississippi. Such
men as A_uguste Chouteau, his half-brother Pierre and
Manuel Lisa had grown rich on the fur trade with the
Osages, Omahas, Sioux and other Indians.

In 1817, the waterfront had been descri
lengthy, dirty quicksand beach with numberlsb%% l?)snga
empty keelboats tied to stakes driven in the sandt
Boatmen, drgessed in gay kerchiefs, hooded coats and
leather leggings, passed to and fro. Some played
quoits; others ran foot races or passed the time target
shooting and fighting. But four years later, among
the keel boats were the early steamboats that now

carried trade goods to and from New Orleans much
faster than before.

John Mullanphy, St. Louis’s first millionaire, had
speculated in cotton to form the nucleus of his fortune.
The cotton was taken down by keel boat. Gen. Andrew
Jackson is said to have commandeered Mullanphy
bales to build breastworks against the British at the
Battle of New Orleans. When Mullanphy complained,
according to legend, the General said:

“This your cotton? Then no one else has a better
right to defend it. Take a musket and stand in the
ranks.” -

When peace came, the speculator shipped his cot-
ton to Liverpool and, with the proceeds, founded his
fortune. After that he piled riches on riches by specu-
lating in St. Louis real estate.
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rateway to the West

“] see here one state that is capable of assuming the
great trust of being the middle main, the mediator, the
common center between the Pacific and the Atlantic—a
state of vast extent, of unsurpassed fertility, of commercial
facilities that are given to no other railroad state on the
continent, a state that grapples hold upon Mexico and Cen-
tral America-on the south and upon Russia and British
America on the north; and through which is the only
thoroughfare to the Golden Gate of the Pacific. It is your
interest to bind to Missouri the young states of the Pacific
of this Continent, while they are yet green and tender, and
hold them fast to you. When you have done this and secured
the Pacific states firmly, you will have bound the Atlantic
to the Pacific Coast, and have guaranteed an empire such
as Alexander failed to conquer, and Bonaparte tried in vain
to reduce -under one common scepter, as his predecessor,
Charlemagne, had done. And it will be the glory of Missouri
to see established firmly the empire of the Republican
Government of America over the entire continent of North
America.”

—William H. Seward, Secretary of State, 1861-1869,
in an address at St. Louis.

Riches To

The St. Louis Of 1821



STE. GENEVIEVE'S waterfront as it appeared in 1735. (From a rnuralr in the Missouri Capitol)




at the hotel. Tt was there, too,
that David Barton and Thomas
Hart Benton were elected Unit-
ed States senators.

The Legislature had its hands
full making laws for the rapidly
growing population. The state
dlready boasted more than
66,000 people. Immigrants were
pouring in by the thousands, for
Missouri was thought to be a
land of milk and honey. Some
newcomers ran out of money.
Shivering with flu, ague and
pneumonia, they crowded into
small airless rooms in St.
Louis, there to die or live mis-
erably.

Others, more fortunate, made
it to their destinations in the
out-state Missouri counties. St.
Charles was the center for im-
migrants from Virginia and
Kentucky — as many as 100 a
day were passing through at
this time. Affluent settlers ar-
rived tended by slaves in wag-
ons pulled by teams of four to
six horses. Behind them came
herds of cattle, sheep and
horses with bells around thei
necks.

Other less wealthy newcom-
ers, yeomen from the Caroli-
nas, Kentucky and Virginia,
built small log cabins and tilled
the soil themselves. They had
little need for money because
they raised almost everything
they needed. Wool, cotton and
linen were grown, spun and
woven on their farms and dyed
with local indigo or buttermut;
every cabin had its loom and
spinning wheel. Coons and deer
supplied res:dents with caps

and mocassins. Horse collars
were made with plaited straw.
Bedding was straw sacking, or
bear and deerskin paddings.
China brought from the east or
south quickly broke — pigneers
substituted handmade wooden
bowls and plates.

The settlers were amazed at
the rich land. Grass on the
prairie ranges grew higher than
a man’s head, and the woods
supplied wild fruits, berries
plums, pawpaws, cherries ‘anc,i
grapes. The forests also yielded
wild greens, sorel, lamb’s
quarters, dock and poke sprouts
The rich, newly cleared land
grew abundant crops ai_’ld‘f
pumpkins, corn, beans, squashes
and cabbage. Apple and peach
orchards furnished cider and
brandy. Game was plentiful
— deer, turkey, quail,” wild
doves, pheasant and snipe weré
there for the shooting. o

Land was easily come by for
the man handy with his rifle.
bounty of §1 was paid for Wolf
scalps, and good farm land was
only $2 an acre. o3

Gottfried Duden, a Germa,n
who lived in and near St. Louis
in the early nineteenth centuryy
was fascinated by the spirit of
equality and opportunity in Mts‘
souri. 2

“The American farmer must
never be thought of as a Eure-
pean peasant transplanted,” he
wrote. “In dress and depant-
ment, city and country folk are
alike. All professions are equal
in rank. No one feels reluctance
at doing manual labor. No prej
udice prevents even a doctor, a
judge or a colonel from tlllmg
his own land.” -

Pioneers liked their prlvacy
but co-operated closely with
their neighbors. When a young
couple married, the community
would hold a house-raising “to
build them a cabin. Log-roll:
ings, wood chopping, corn
shucking, rail splitting and
hunts for lost children were
not only shared responsibility
but social events in those days.
So were funerals, camp meet-
ings, political barbeques and
public sales.

Cash was only necessary foz‘
taxes, Duden noted. Land
bought from the government
was not taxed for five years:
Then the levy was one fourth ¢f
one per cent on the value gGf
real estate. Fully grown live:
stock: and luxury articles borea
similar tax. At that time,a to-
tal tax bill of %6 indicated a
wealthy family.

In strong contrast to the sohz
tary pioneers were the fam115?-
minded French who lived'in the
small communities of Fort de
Chartres, Kaskaskia, Prairie de
Rocher, Cahokia, Cape Girar-
deau, Little Prairie, Ste. Gene-
vieve, Carondelet, Florissart,
St. Charles, Portage des Sioux,
St. Andre, Femme Osage and
Nouvelle Bourbon.

These settlers were townsfolk,
who walked to and fro from
their fields morning and eve-
ning. The detested solitude and
loved to be near friends and
neighbors. Theirpassionfor
dancing was as great as that of
St. Louisans. To Puritan critics
who objected to their dancing
and playing billiards on Sun-
day, they replied that man was
made for happiness. The more
they were able to enjoy them-
selves, the more acceptable
they would be to God.

The river was all-important
in the lives of those in the
towns close to it. The engaged
girl whose trousseau was com-
ing up from New Orleans and
the housewife trying to plan for
the needs of her family in the
coming year both depended on
the river to bring what they
needed. The Sunday after a
boat arrived from New Orleans,
the local church would be gay
with new silk and percale
gowns.

Both women and men worked
hard in these small towns, The
children’s first lessons were the
mother’s responsibility, as were
the health and well being of
the slaves. She had also to care

for and distribute the provisions

~and Spruce streets. At right is the First Presbyterian Church at Fourteenth

DRAINED CHOUTEAU'S POND, now Mill Creek valley. Henri Chou-

and Locust streets, dedicated in 1855, The pond was drained in 185[.52,

teau's mansion stands on ground now occupied by a fire station at Twelfth



A contemporarywriter de-
scribed him as a “large,
coarse-looking man . . . with a
rough, red face and carbuncled
nose, showing that the habits of
his life incline more to liquids
than solids.” He lived in the
largest brick house in town and
gave his guest a catfish for din-
ner as well as a poker with
which to roast it over the fire.
The fish was accompanied by
good bread and butter and an
“exquisite Madeira” in a dirty
tumbler. For dessert the writer
was offered a bag of dollars, a
retaining fee in case Mullanphy
had need of his services.

Thanks to the steamboat, the
French town founded by Pierre
Laclede and Auguste Chouteau
57 years before wasturning
into a city. The houses on the
river bluff and lining the streets
stretching west, north and
south were mostly of logs or
stone. But now there were a
handful of brick dwellings and
shops set up by bustling, driv-
ing, eager Yankee traders. The
total population of St. Louis
city and county was about
10,000.

The courthouse square was
empty, except for the pillory
and whipping post. There male-
factors were stripped and
whipped on their bare backs by
the sheriff of the county, who
was sworn to “lay on the lash
with the best of his skill and
ability, so help him God.”

St. Louis extended only to
Seventh Street atthattime.
Ann Lucas Hunt moved to Sev-
enth and Market Street when
she was 14 years old. She re-
membered years later that her
father, J.B.C. Lucas, judge of
the Louisiana Territorial Court,
was reproved for taking her to
live so far out of town. His
friends feared that Indians
might carry her away any day.

On the streets and along the
waterfront ¢ rowded Creoles
from Louisiana,-Mexico, Cuba,
Illinois and Canada. There were
Negroes chattering Antilles pa-
tois, blue-blooded Spaniards and
Frenchmen, tough, long-haired
half-breed trappers and voya-
geurs, buckskin clad hunters
from Kentucky, army officers
and budding politicians.

Henry Brackenridge, a con-
temporary writer, describes the
keel beat captain in his leather
doublet, blue pants. and boots
who bulied his passengers with
a pistol and fought brawls with
a butcher knife. Then there was
the ‘“Southern planter who nev-
er wished to ‘live near another
as to be within hearing distance
of his dog’ .and who was “out
of s shot @ man

strect

sity Indian:

AN o blr e
sajicns, s " cofiee, tc
pacco or he 4 sracken-

ridge cites we " 7ild, naked,
low-browed Sioux, the tali, lord-
ly Osage, fair and ornate Man-
dans from the upper Missouri
River, sensual and volatile Hli-
nois, gayly clad,” and many
others."

A contemporary visitor saw a
group of Indians led by a chief
wearing a military coat with
gold epaulettes, a plumed hat
and bare legs beneath. The
praves followin g him were
sweltering under Mackinaw
blankets, but each carried a
scarlet umbrella and a palm
leaf fan against the hot July
sun.

The Indians wandered about
town, sometimes begging, but
always as curious as dlildr_en
about the odd ways of the wh_lte
man. They would walk inside

- any deor they found ajar, then

stand watching silently. Many a

housevrife at her chores, young
girl at her studies or cook at
her pots would look up to find a
tall Indian at her side. The
whi1te women were terrified.
But their cooks would usually
grab an iron skillet, wave it
and shout, “Va-teen, mauvais
sauvage!” (“Get out, you nasty
savage.") Then the Indian
would adjust his blanket and
stride out, head high, his-digni-
ty unimpaired.

Sometimes Indians in full war
paint would gallop down Main
Street. Using arrows without
tips, they would shoot at every
animal in sight. It was fun to
see goats somersault, yowling
cats trying to climb balconies
and dogs limp away howling
from broken legs.

But n spite of this polyglot
crowd, a lot of French was still
heard on the streets. So inter-
marrieds were the old families,
Labadies, Papins, Gratiots,
Cerres, Renards, Cabannes,
Soulards and Valles, that when
Auguste Chouteau’s mother,
Mme. Therese Chouteau died in
1814, all the first families could
legitimately put on mourning
for the “grandmother of St.
Louis.”

The stone mansion of Auguste
Chouteau was still one of the
most elegant show ,places in
town. Jt had a double gallery of
wood and was surrounded by 2
wall 19 feet high and two feet
thick, with musket slits for de-
fense. Within were crystal, mir-
rors and furniture imported

from France, as well as an ex-

teusive. library — many g’ ,th_g; 1
) wor S obs ”& Jeration.
" Mo

\‘.ZS‘

oy -
teau ;. . vayits, betlise N E L.
were no caipets. At gight, fire
and candle light reflected-from
the shiny boards made them
look like huge mirrors.

French families in St. Louis
were sociable, gay and quick,
with a passion for dancing. Two
or three nights a week they
would perform quadrilles and
minuets to music from the
triangle, the tambourine, fla-
geolets and fiddles. The French,
a contemporary account stated,
were remarkably graceful per-
formers and “much attached to
so rational, healthful and im-
proving an amusement.”

James L. Clemens Jr. wrote
to Mrs. E. Carrick in-Ste. Gene-
vieve:

*“ ... Dancing you know I
was allways fond of and I as-
sure you we dance too much
here. We dance hard all night
and the nextmornin g caper
from the Ball Room to the

Church. Kissing Sarah well
knows I was always delighted
with — we also getkissing
enough — every Ball we have
the liberty of kissing three
times four of the prettiest girls
and the ¢ om mon salutation
meeting with a female ac-
quaintance is a kiss . . .”

Other diversions were shoot-
ing matches, horse racing and
billiard matches. Picnics, sail-
ing parties, fishing, bathing and
Fourth of July festivities oc-
curred, in and near Chouteau’s
Pond. La Petite Riviere was
the Mil. Creek, which emptied
into the Mississippi near the
foot of Convent Street. On its
banks, clothes for the elegant
folk were scrubbed and spread
to dry on the bushes which
lined the river’s edge.

Col. Auguste Chouteau’s
horse-powered grist mill by the
pond was only one of a number
of small industries and business
then in St. Louis. The first city
directory, published in 1821,
lists a book store, a bindery,
three large inns, six livery sta-
bles, five jewelers and silver-
smiths, 12 tailors, three hatters,
four hairdressers and one cor-
dial distiller.

There was even a portrait
painter, Chester Harding, who
painted Daniel Boone in his old
age. When the artist cailed on
Boone at his son Nathan's home
in St. Charles County, the fa-
mous woodsman was bedridden
and ill. Nevertheless, he ‘was
toasting his own venison,
wrapped on a handle of a ram-
rod held over the fire, - -

be-
volunteer

1%%" egen._egtab-
“and gvery, o
of ‘gtwo;s% ouse furnished

two buckets to the bucket bri-
gade. Householders with single-
story dwellings needed to sup-
ply only one bucket. The police
force of St. Louis numbered six
men, including the captain.

The 1821 directory also lists
three newspapers. Joseph Char-
less was the founder of the first
journal, the Missouri Gazette.
He was also the father of the
freedom of the press here.

“I shall protect the liberty of
the press as long as I am able
to control one, and when I be-
come the tool of facetious men,
I shall no longer hope to merit
support,’”” he wrote.

He often upheld his liberty
the hard way. William C. Carr,
later mayor, tockoffenseat
something Charless wrote, so
he “approagched close to me
without me observing him, and
spit in my face, and at the

same time drew a pistol and
presented it towards-me. Being
altogether unarmed, not evena
stick-in my hand, I had no oth-
er resort but to stone him, from
which 1 was soon prevented by
individuals who interfered and
laid hold of me, which gave
Carr an opportunity of retreat-
ing to his house, no doubt exult-
ing at his own brave and manly
management of the affair and
the strong proof he had given
of being a gentleman-and a

soldier . . .”

Charless was lucky to get off
so lightly. Dueling was popular
at that time, and many a prom-
ising career was cut off in its
prime on Bloody Island, in the
Mississippi, the most notorious
dueling ground. But, when
someone shot at Charless when
he was seated in his garden, he
published a notice “D. Kimball
requests the incendiaries of St.
Louis to defer burning Mr.
Charless’'s establishment until

his removal on 20 April next.”
Another important establish-
ment in early St. Louis was the
city's first hotel, the Missouri.
Its deep basement vaults were
used for storing fur pelts. Be-
neath its buffalo inn sign
passed many of the state’s most
important men, for the hotel
was a center of political life.
The first state legislature con-
vened here, and Gov. Alexander
MeNair and Lt. Gov. William
H. Ashley took their office oath



St. Louis Was A Lively Port

-stored in the cool, high cellars
which ran from the back to the

front of the stone houses. Espe-
cially important, of course, was
: the wine cellar.

Madame also had to oversee
the cultivation of the large, at-
tractive gardens of flowers,
fruit and vegetables, as well as
the adjoining orchards. Here
were grown & 1arge part of the
family’s provisions. Flour was
so scarce that the bread was
locked up in wooden safes.

The houses usually. had. ver- .
andas both in front and in-back, '
The living room was large”

France and New Orleans was
acquired slowly — some came
from Spain . and Canada. The

Spanish commanders. had
brought their own china, silver, .

glass and furniture,: and those
had been copied by local artis-
ans. From the mahogany of

Santo Domingo were fashioned
four-poster beds, cabinets,
all over . Mlssmu'i~ ‘For- weeks

tables, chairs and -sofas.- Some.

ions, garlic and peppers. Sub-
stantial cooks in ca}ic o with
white aprons and brilliant ban-
d a na-kerchiefs presided over
the fireplaces where pots and
Dutch ovens hung  from iron
cranes. Long rods were used to
remove . the hot pots and kettles
from the fire. At mealtimes,
strings of young assistants with
smoking dishes “would fly back
and forth from the kitchens of
‘the wealthy to the dining tables
of thie big house.

. “Much ‘water ‘for washmg and

‘drinkmg -came from the' river.

enough for all members of the | Water :carriers: sold their wares

household, which contributed to-
togetherness. Furniture: from.

" from large barrels on wheels

drawn by horses and oxen..One
servant in each family leoked
after the water barrel and kept
the earthien- water jugs filled.
Water settled there and became
sweet, cleair and cool: through
evaporation.. -The poor carried

their own water in buckets sus-

pendgd frbmnedc yokes,
Christmas in - Ste. Genevieve
was so gay that it-was known

houses of the a ffluonteven ‘nbeforehand *families: ;crubbed

boasted mahogany beams. -
Kitchens were usuallyde:

tached - from the -house. From.

the rafters hung strings of on- -

and waxed: their floors and pre-
pared. cherry *boux;ce. ~cordials,

honey, doughnuts ‘and home-’

made wine toserveholiday

guests. Each family attended
midnight mass. Then the next
morning the group would go to
the house of the head of the
family for Christmas breakfast.

After a week of merrymak-
ing, children, grand-children
and great-grandchildren again

In 1821

were a few whole beans. The
lucky girls finding the beans
were named the queen of. the
revels and her four ladies in
waiting, who in turn chose

-kings of the ball. Later, the

kings gave another ball. Then
the - queens would select four

visited the Liead of the family to+ gther’ ‘kings who would give yet

ask his blessing for the coming

‘year, Families yisited' each oth-_

er to wish k;nfolk a good and

happy new year. They also -

made ypquarrelsand gave
each - other. the kiss of peace.
Kisses ran round in volleys, an
observer noted, especially when
young men looked up.a pretty
mademoiselle to wish her a
“Happy New .Year, and a big
husband at Easter.” -

On Twelfth Night, the Feast

“of the Epiphany, girls and ma-

trons: cooked the food collécted.
by the Gulgnoleemummers
These young men went atound’

earlier in the holiday singing

and gathering sugar, maple syr~
up, coffee, lard, flour, candles, :

8syrup, eggs;’ méat and’ pouitry
as’ we

Ste. Genaview.
In the Twelfth Nightcake

another ball and the happy cy-
cle went on until the pre-Lenten

carnival was over;

Ste. ‘Genevieve was represent-
ative of the gay, sociable life
lived by:the French in the
.small towns-of Missouri and II-
linois, Once a Yankee from St.
Louis ‘tried to, tempt a resident
of Cahokia to come and grow
up with St. Louis. © . .

“Lock at the furnaces. end
forges .'..:You'll get rich
there, and here you'll rust,” the
Yankqe urged. The farmer sat
‘on the common ﬁeld fence and
. puffed on his pipe. -

“Your town is young and

can’t help these ‘things. Aftera
-while, when_it-is older, it will
learn better. I tiope s .beqauae]

for,‘ I wish it well,” the farmer gaid.

' 11" as:cqntelbutions

Restaurant News
From Days Gone By

Delmonico — This establish-
ment, opposite the Planter’s
House, and under the supervi-
sion of Robbins, is fast finding
favor with the public. It is as
recherche a place in everything
connected with good eating, as
is to found anywhere. Now that
the cholera is over, and people
will indulge in all the luxuries
which such a house offers, he
may expect troops of friends
to visit him. If nothing else
will tempt them, the knowledge
that fine, fat, plump prairie
chickens are regularly received
by him, ought to do it.
Missouri Republican, J uly 28,
1849.




SCROYLER, co, M7

T, meve K- fewd § floss
[ Ruchand WA Y 5, 4. ) 520089) Apos
MAGR) | mny ) #ys C Scbpucyles o, M1s)

MWA/% A, |
wid (Zm) 14 4%%( Secatblord So M)



RISTOR] OF Dpoverns co, Mo
(D sex 1 22TV 1996 Frecdan Poliir malin By XM
o, 4 ‘ lo 0"
y a4 ey 1 /Mwi?b# fovfey Lo, M

ak capols Bk D sy orince B sy

| shedaady Themar U L0302 018Y) R bt
1979 (W% Lo, o).



gTLOUvTS Pos5T- DISPATEN. SUN $AVEITY)

[0 SpccrAl MISS6VAL WIsTon] ERTTIon]

St atfen 2 kY- 22 A PR2ZODE- R



Sk gt tad C‘f{

’ Ao o
Lo , e .‘}/a(,u( z,(./cd,

R4 &
/ ;i}//{ (99 7

@7

BOLLINGER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BOOK ORDER FORM

FotLinveiTa <& sNE

7o 20 Aewisitary L Lf L e

Qry. TITLE PRICE PER COPY TOTAL
OLD BOLLINGER 50.00, 53.50 MAILED
MORE BITS OF HISTORY 5.00, 7.00 MAILED
VERSES FROM AN OLD VASE 3.00, 3.50 MAILED
LICKLOG HOLLER 5.00, 5.50 MAILED
LYRICS OF FOLKSONGS, OLDEN | 10.00, 12.00 MAILED
BUT GOLDEN
FRANKLIN SHANKS - G.A.R. 5.00, 6.00 MAILED
POST 100
COUNTRY LANES FARM 6.00, 7.00 MAILED
1920 CENSUS-BOLLINGER CO 20.00, 22.50 MAILED
BOLLINGER CO. BIRTH & DEATH | 15.00, 18.00 MAILED
REGISTER, 1883-1892
BOLLINGER CO NEWSPAPER 9.00, 11.00 MAILED
ABSTRACTS, 1891-1896
BOLLINGER CO NEWSPAPER 9.00, 11.00 MAILED
ABSTRACTS, 1899-1903
BOLLINGER CO NEWSPAPER 9.00, 11.00 MAILED
ABSTRACTS, VOL. 3
BOLLINGER CO NEWSPAPER 9.00, 11.00 MAILED
ABSTRACTS, VOL. 4
BOLLINGER CO NEWSPAPER 9.00, 11.00 MAILED
ABSTRACTS, VOL. 5

TOTAL PAYMENT FOR BOOKS (AND MAILING IF APPLICABLE) | $

INDICATED ABOVE
NAME AND ADDRESS OFC USE

SEND MAIL ORDERS TO:

BOLLINGER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

P O BOX 402, MARBLE HILL, MO 63764

789% (,2,7



