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Certif Child's name
41981 UPCHURCH  MARVIN ALLEN
90564 UPCHURCH  MARVIN 0
14844 UPCHURCH  MARY J
31608 UPCHURCH  MARY E
32338 UPCHURCH  MARY LELA
38457 UPCHURCH  MARY J
51617 UPCHURCH  MARY D 4\
54363 UPCHURCH  MARY
60500 UPCHURCH  MARY E
90428 UPCHURCH  MARY SUE
92767 UPCHURCH  MARY J
29896 UPCHURCH  MASYN ALEXIS
28971 UPCHURCH  MATTHEW ALEXANDER
26615 UPCHURCH  MICHAEL SHANE
55609 UPCHURCH  MICHAEL JOE
56971 UPCHURCH  MICHAEL BEUGENE
58352 UPCHURCH  MICHAEL G
11037 UPCHURCH  MICHAELA ROSE
41232 UPCHURCH  MICHELE ANNE
18689 UPCHURCH  MICHELLE LYNN
29104 UPCHURCH  MIKAYLA SAGE
62234 UPCHURCH  MILVA D
20867 UPCHURCH  MISTY DIANE
28753 UPCHURCH  MISTY ELLEN
50813 UPCHURCH  MITCHEL ALLEN
18797 UPCHURCH  MONA M
51292 UPCHURCH  MONEDA LYNN

- 3130 UPCHURCH  MONICA RAYE
12470 UPCHURCH  MYRTLE
11889 UPCHURCH  NANCY G
27366 UPCHURCH  NANCY M
37415 UPCHURCH  NANNIE L
48377 UPCHURCH  NATHAN FOY
58848 UPCHURCH  NETTA A
54086 UPCHURCH  NICHOLAS ALAN
11329 UPCHURCH  NIKKI DANIELLE

MO DY YR

9
11
2
6
T
1

=
COMPMMNN AR D U 4 @

—_ k-
WP =N

15
17

3
10
30
30
14
14

6
25
30
30
19
10
12
14
26
22

6
15
19
28
19
21

7

5
19

4
18
15

6
16
21
14
24
13

1967 CMBLD
1945 RUSEL
1955 WAYNE
1939 WAYNE
1997 OLDHM
1933 CMBLD
1933 WAYNE
1936 WAYNE
1927 CLNTN
1937 WAYNE
1933 CMBLD
1996 HARDN
1993 BOYLE
1985 DAVES
1976 PLSKI
1970 PLSKI
1956 WAYNE
1995 OLDHM
1970 PLSKI
1970 JEFFN
1996 DAVES
1934 WAYNE
1985 WAYNE
1979 PLSKI
1984 PLSKI
1931 MCCRY
1978 JEFFN
1974 GREEN
1944 WAYNE
1937 MTCLF
1926 CLARK
1933 WAYNE
1995 JEFFN
1927 WAYNE
1979 PLSKI
1994 PLSKI

County Mother

PEERCEY
CONNER
BRAKE

Lou
DUNCAN
BRUNNINGTON
MORRIS
RAMSEY
DICK
ALEXANDER
BREWINGTON
Yu
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SHEPPHERD
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RUSSELBURG
MORVERI
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MATTINGLY
MCFARLAND
DISHMAN
UPCHURCH
SMITH
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UPCHURCH
BROWN
ANDERSON
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JENNY
OLIVIA
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MARIE
OLIVIA
CHUNG
SANDRA
SALLY
BRENDA

BEVERLY
CAROLYN

Regist Regist

1967 10
9
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9
9
9
1997 2
9
1996 8
1993 9
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1970 11
1995 3
1970 8
1970 6
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9
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1979 7
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9
1978 12
1974 2
9
9
1995 12
1980 1
1994 3
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wife: Mary D. UPCHURCH ~\
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At that time the West was starting to attract settlers from the southern states who were suftering
from the stultifying aftermath of the Civil War, the influx of “carpetbaggers" from the North, and
the general social upheaval. Moving was made easier by the railroads that were penetrating into
areas that had formerly only been accessible by horseback or wagon. The rails got to Nocona,
Texas about 1887 from the East. Then Bowie was connected to the rail system on July |, 1882,
as the Fort Worth and Denver City Railway Company laid track toward Wichita Falls. To attract
customers and develop freight business the various railway companies advertised heavily in the
southern states about the bountiful conditions out west, where land was cheap, fertile, well
watered, and available at the end of the rails. That was all true, of course, but they didn't talk
much about the Indians.
Well, James and Ma_rfﬁsurcly read the advertising and made the decision to move. It is even
likely that other members of the very large familics, both the Sparks and the Upchurches, had
already preceded them and wrote them letters of encouragement. The gravestones in the various

cemeteries in Texas and Oklahoma attest to their presence in those days.
So James and Iyl_m—flravclcd to Texas probably by rail to Nocona, and by wagon over Lo Pleasant

Valley where they bought eighty acres of farm land in what was known as Block No. 87 of Wood
Co. Schoo! Lands. Their next three children were born there in Clay County.

. We can only guess what happened to make them dissatisfied in Pleasant Valley. Itis
likely that some of the extended family, both Sparks and Upchurch, had moved into Indian
Territory and had written letters about the fertile land, with abundant rainfall, and how much more
profitable it was to farm up there. Probably James made a trip to Sallisaw to check it out for
himself, Anyhow, the decision was made and they sold their eighty acres on Sept. 27, 1893 to
J. C. McGowan for $625. The legal document of sale is found at the Court House, Henrietta, in
book #4537. Both James and Mary Signed their names with an x.

The family moved to the area around Sallisaw where the rest of their children were born.

We do not know where their farm was located but they apparently did fairly well. It is likely that
they had cattle and horses, pigs and chickens as was customary in those days. Probably the
children did not receive much schooling. The worst part of it was the lack of protection from
bands of rebelious Indians. Sure, peace treaties had been signed, and the leaders and most of the
tribes were willing to abide by the laws . But, even as now, some Indians were poor, résentful
and willing to steal in order to even things up. And so James and the family experienced repeated
thefis of their horses, cows, ctc. and when they would hole up in their log cabin, aim their guns
through the cracks to shoot at the intruders they got return fire. We are told that on one of
these raids, James was shot by an Indian and he died January 23, 1902. As of now, June 1993,
we do not know how the estate was settled, but somehow _I\_@ﬁot some money out of it and
returned to the same area in Clay County where she and James had lived before. I

The County Clerk of Clay County in Henrietta has in the book of records Vol. 44, page 184 a
deed dated Nov. 20, 1902 showing that Mrs. l\ﬁ;_DbSpaijﬂJaid $1450, cash, . tobuy 145 acres
of land in Pleasant Valley from Mr. and Mrs. H H. Morgan. It was again, a part of the Wood Co.
School Land. . Maryat that time was almost 42 years old, widowed, with eight or nine children at
hand. Charles had stayed in Sallisaw, but she had her granddaughter, 1da Mae Rogers, to rear
following the death of Leola, who wasM firstborn. M_gu’e’must have been a very courageous
and tough frontier woman in order to cope with that situation. We can just guess that some
kindly neighbors, friends and relatives helped her from time to time. -
There was at least one big improvement over Sallisaw, no rencgade Indians. And there was a
nearby school and a Freewill Baptist Church, occupying the same small building, making it
possible to expose the kids to a bit of civilizing polish. The children gradually grew up and by
1918 they were all married and gone. P_‘l_ag{ﬁvas 58 years old. In order to keep the farm going,
shélhad a small three room house built 2bout 150 feet from the main farm house where shé/could
live alone, while ﬂg?cnted out the main house to whatever family that would come in and work
the farm for her. At various times there was R. M. (Rob), and James W.(Will), and Mattie's
husband, J. "Doug" Thompson, and Nettie's husband, George McGowan. Maybe there were
some others. The farm was not well managed nor consistently. Farm animals were sold to cover
bad management, and a debt was incurred of $350. against the property. _Mgg_‘} mind began to
slip about 1927, and for several years the land taxes were not paid. Family members took
advantage of’l]g'j' Finally some of the family arranged to have the County Judge declare_llgrj

incompetent, and let her affairs be handled by an administrator.
Mar§/died November 11, 1933 without leaving a will.. It was in the midst of a general

dda;ession, and farms were not worth much money. When the Judge had the property appraised,
and sold to the highest bidder on the courthouse steps in Henrietta, there was only one bidder.
and that was A. D. Cozart. He paid about $9.00 an acre, but only $600 in cash, assuming all the
unpaid taxes and the debt incumbering the property. When all the doctors bills, and other final
expenses were paid, there was only about $290. of Mary'§estate to be distributed to her ten
heirs. About $29. for each family, or their heirs.
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He lived: he "was" a lot of things, but "family man" was not one of them. He was my father,
but I never got to know him. Even if he had lived beyond his 33 years it's not likely we would
have been drawn close to me for he and mother were separated and planning on divorce when the
accident happened. Now, sixty years after his death, and I've just passed my 73 rd birthday, I
wonder if I can conjure up what he was like?

Zea is an unusual name coming from a tradition in the Sparks line of which the earliest I have
found is that of Zerah Sparks who was born in 1784. It seems that in each generation after that
time, one of the boys would be named with a variation of that Z name. He was born in or near
Sallisaw, Indian Territory, Oklahoma on August 17, 1897, the ninth child of James Harris Sparks
and Mary Delanei\Sparks

The parents, although apparently illiterate: illiterate (they signed documents with x marks) were
successful farmers because they not only reared a large family, but created enough value in the
farm so that the widow/Sparks was able to sell it for a substantial sum when James died. When
Zea was born most of the family was still intact, and all probably worked on the farm. The oldest,
Maggie, had just turned 18; Charles was 15; R.M.(Rob) was almost 12; J. William (Will) was 9
1/2; Pearl was 8; Nettie was 6; and Mattie was 2 1/2.

Zea never got to know his father for James died sometime in early 1902. At that time
Oklahoma was not yet a State of the USA (not until 1907) and Indian records if kept at all, were
not well preserved. Consequently we don't know why nor exactly when James died. We can
assume that the widow Sparks didn't like living in Indian Territory, because shé chose to sell out
and move back down to the Clay County, Texas area very close to where shéland James had
farmed just before moving up to the Cherokee Nation in September 1893.

James and Mary‘had sold their first farm in Clay County to J. C. McGowan in 1893 for $625.
On hefiteturn to Texas shélbought 145 acres for $1450. in cash ( I wonder how much other
funds sl had left over from the sale of the Oklahoma farm?). That was November 1902 and she”
lived there until shedied in November 1933 just a few weeks short of het 74th birthday.

It is likely that Zea was fussed over and cared for by his three sisters untll the last baby, Oral,
was born in April 1900. So when the family got back in Texas in 1902 Zea was probably
displaced as the family pet by baby Oral. Just guessing, of course. The older brothers were big
enough to work the farm, although the oldest, Charles had elected to remain in Sallisaw. The
next, R. M. (Rob), then 17, didn't marry until nearly four years later and he probably took a
major role in running the new farm.

What was it like on the farm at that time? Stories by my Mother and anecdotes in the Buffalo
Springs Community History Book tell the story of a much slower paced and simpler society than
that of today, 1993, some 90 years later. Transportation was by horse, either horseback or by
wagon pulled by a horse. Shopping was for staple foods: sugar, flour, kerosene for the lamps,
cloth for sewing at home, shoes and anything else that could not be made at home.
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Many things could be provided by dent of hard work on the farm: garden vegetables, eggs,
milk, canned fruit, and maybe even salt pork if the farm had some pigs. Most households made
their own soap by combining wood ashes with animal fats. Water came from a dug well, as the
water table was not very deep. Usually the well would be dug near the house, for it had to be
carried in buckets, and it needed to be located apart and uphill, if possible, from the outdoor
toilet. Some more progressive kitchens had a hand pump installed for cold well water. Later on
the even more progressive farms would have a windmill pumping water into an elevated tank,
with pipes leading into the kitchen. But running hot water was not an option in the early 1900s in
Buffalo Springs area.

The land was cultivated by a single plow drawn by a horse (or mule) and and a man plodding
along on foot guiding the plow into rows as best he was able. Cotton, at that time, was the main
cash crop, and the success of the crop depended on rainfall, for irrigation on large plots was not
in use in that area. A large family was an asset on the farm, because even the small children could
be used to chop weeds and pick cotton at harvest time. My Mother, Audrey, told me stories of
life on the farm and she emphasized that the girls had to do a lot of the menial tasks: pick cotton,
weed the garden and the cotton crops, chop wood, haul water, clean the chicken house, look for
eggs, milk the cows, churn the butter, clean the house, cook, wash dishes, etc, etc.

The first school in Buffalo Springs was built about 1887 on land donated by J. B. Young, and
the first teacher was Robert Akins. It would have been a one room school at first, but by the time
when Zea would have started, about 1905, a new six room school was built on two acres nearer
the town of Buffalo Springs. The new building, built in 1904, had a second story and above it all
a tall beltry with a large brass bell for announcing class openings and dismissals. A class picture
taken in 1909 shows about 85 children, mostly under ten years old, some as young as five.
Books were bought by the parents and handed down to each child as required. The kids from
Pleasant Valley would have had to walk about two miles, carrying their lunch from home in tin
syrup buckets.

However, school was of lesser importance than getting the cash crops harvested, and so there
were times aplenty when the boys, and even the girls, just skipped classes for a few weeks to pick
cotton. Education was not highly regarded, and most boys dropped out before finishing the
eighth grade.

Local churches were the focus of most social activities. Audrey spoke fondly of attending a
“foot washing" Baptist Church, which most likely was really called the Missionary Baptist
Church, established in 1898 and which had an organ. She claimed that she became more skilled at
playing the organ than the preacher's daughter was.

It is almost certain that Zea Frank and Audrey first met in a church setting, and it is likely that
Audrey already had played the organ in the neighboring community, only ten miles away, of
Windthorst, where her grandtather, Thomas Leslie Hudson, had a prosperous farm. Audrey's
mother, widowed in 1909, had sold her farm near Gomez, Texas and moved in with her father
“temporarily" for seven years until in 1916 she bought 160 acres in Plcasant Valley. There had
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been occasions for visiting before then, for Ina's sister Adella (Aunt Dell) and her husband Fred
Maxey also had a farm in Pleasant Valley, and the two families were very close. That is how
Ruby, who was Audrey's oldest sister, had become acquainted with James William (Will) Sparks,
whom she married in 1914. Will was an older brother of Zea.

By the year 1916, both Zea and Audrey were grown and marriageable. Of the Sparks family,
only Zea and Oral were still unmarried. Ina Black's family had, besides Audrey, her sister
JoAnne 13, and brother Harvey 7.

The older brothers would have taken the major job of running the farm until marrying and
starting on their own. R. M. (Rob) was about 17 when the family came back to Buffalo Springs
in 1902. The next boy was James William (Will), just 14. Then three girls: Pearl, 13; Nettie, 11;
Mattie, 7; Zea, 5; and finally Oral 2 1/2. The widow Sparks, Mg@igﬁ was just 43, and
probably quite able to give guidance and direction to her brood.

Rob didn't marry until 1906 and I'm not sure how long he stayed on M@Q'_sﬁhm for he and
his wife stayed in the vicinity at least until 1928 where all of their eight children were born. It is
not likely that Zea ever had to take full charge of running the farm, even under h_flgg_'%huidance.
But it is quite certain that he helped the family with the "boy type" jobs up until and just after the
time he married. My Mother told me as much. Mother also said that Marywas much more strict
with the girls than with the boys. For instance, when there were weekend parties (presumably
church sponsored) the girls were not allowed to start getting ready until the last detail of house
cleaning and dish washing was done, long after the boys had left with the wagon . I surmise that
she/wanted to "protect" them and not let befall them the same kind of pre-marital pregnancy that
sh¢'herself had suffered.

In a time before television and radio, the young people found more wholesome ways to
entertain themselves. Hunting and fishing sports were a favorite of the boys, along with pitching
horseshoes and playing dominoes and card games. Doll parties were for the younger girls, and
church socials were fun for the older ones, also the occasion for meeting young men. In this
environment, it may be surprising to find lax sexual morality among young women, but it is true.
For instance, among the Black sisters Audrey and Ruby were "straight laced", but Kate and
JoAnne were "liberated women" well ahead of their time, belonging more to the mores of the
1990s than the 1910s. As for the Sparks boys, none were expecially virtuous, and they likely
found church not so much a place to find religion as it was a place to meet girls.

Zea was a good looking six footer when Audrey moved in down the country lane from the
Sparks farm. It wasn't long befoe he proposed marriage, but she wasn't quite ready to make her
choice, probably because of misgivings abought his character. He didn't smoke nor drink, but he
had not paid much attention to his education and she was well ahead of him in that respect, for
she had already recieved her certificate for teaching the first four grades. (Ruby had also attended
the Normal School in the summer for a few weeks to get her certificate, and she was already
teaching in a one-room school, making about $30. a month.). However, Audrey got a chance at a
better job in nearby Lawton, Oklahoma, where her sister Kate had a job with the telephone
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company. It was wartime, the boys were registering for the draft, and there was an Army base
near Lawton. As it turned out, Audrey got a job with the telephone company, and moved into a
much more cosmopolitan society at Lawton, living near Kate, meeting lots of young, attractive
and eligible men. She had a marvelous time, found a degree of financial independence, and almost
fell in love with a young Polish man from back East. But Zea kept in touch with her with letters
and phone calls, urging her to come back. He already had his draft papers and a date to be
inducted into the Army when the armistice was signed, and he didn't have to go. About that
time Audrey came back on a visit to Pleasant Valley, and allowed herself to be persuaded.

He outlined a prosperous future for them, away from the farm, in the fabulous new “oilfields"
at Burkburnett, not far away, where farm boys could learn new skills and make lots of money.
And so they were married in a private ceremony in the Methodist Church in Buffalo Springs,
September 10, 1918. He had to stay on the farm just long enough to finish harvesting the cotton
crop before they would launch themselves into their bright future.

While Audrey had been in Lawton, Zea flirted with a couple of other girls just in case that
Audrey would refuse him at last. Of course, it was dangerous to his relationship with Audrey,
but he took the risk. Then, a couple of weeks after they were married, there was a picnic party
after church services, and Zea walked arm-in -arm with one of his old girl-friends, allowing
Audrey to walk behind them, unattended. Audrey was turious, not the kind for violence or loud
talk, but the cold kind, seeking revenge. She found her's in the bedroom, withholding her love,
being very cold and unresponsive.

Zea was not accustomed to being thwarted by women for he was spoiled, handsome and by
the standards of Buffalo Springs, he was a smooth, desirable catch. His response to Audrey's
tactics was to seek his pleasure elsewhere, not to entirely replace his own bedroom but rather to
supplement it. In this way their relationship was soured almost from the very beginning.

They went to Burkburnett while it was in a raw, boomtown phase, too many people, too few
houses, muddy streets, horse drawn wagons, few cars, board sidewalks, but jobs for any young
able bodied farm boy that could manage a team of horses. Zea got a job right away and he
learned that the better jobs were on the floor of the oil well derricks. He learned those rough
tasks too, and began to make $5.00 a day, more money than he had ever seen before. I was
born, their first child, in March of 1920 in Petrolia which is just a tew miles from Burkburnett,
where they had rented a small place. But, for some unexplained reason, they left and moved back
to the vicinity of Burk and lived in a makeshift structure, maybe a tent erected on a wooden
platform. Audrey related to me that Zea had a brief'illicit liaison with an older, foreign woman
who was the proprietrist of a grocery store while they lived there. ~

Then they moved to the "C. Burke Lease" into a good (for those times) oil company owned
house, two bedrooms, living room, kitchen and porch. It had a covered garage, a well, a storm
cellar, and a pen (probably Zea erected it) for a Jersey milk cow. Zea had a job looking after a
field of proven wells that had been set to pump oil, night and day, powered by a central power
station. His job was to watch over the operation, and take corrective action if anything went
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wrong. Most of the time things went smoothly, and although the job and benefits were good, it
was a boring job for a young guy, leaving him isolated from other people for long periods.

That was a period of relative prosperity for Zea and Audrey.. My brother June Donald (he
later changed his name) was born there. They bought their first car, a Model T Ford, for about
$500. But their relationship went down hill. Audrey had a visit from her brother-in-law, Leonard
Howell, who had married JoAnne, Audrey's sister in 1918. Leonard had a sorry tale to tell, for
after four years of marriag and two children, JoAnne had left him and the children and moved to
Wichita Falls, and was making her living as a prostitute. Further, he had spied on her enough to
know that she had been having meetings with Zea while he was supposedly been on his rounds
out in the oil field, inspecting the machinery.

This was not something new in his behavior, but it seemed especially hurtful, doing it with her
sister. She told Zea that she would only stay with him until Ray and Don could be a little older,
and she in turn could find a job and become independent. No doubt, their relationship became
very strained, especially in the bedroom but it was not until about 1927 that a definite break came
about. They were living on the Wagner Lease in a company house, out in some primitive acreage
near a river, about 15 miles from Vernon, and Zea had another job tending pumping equipment.
This time he even had a helper, a long time friend named Clarence Mitchell. Now Clarence and
Lucille Mitchell and the Sparks duo had been friends for four years, even attending picnics and
dances together.

One day Zea informed Clarence that he needed to make a trip to town and asked Clarence to
keep an eye on things. But this trip was a part of a pattern that made Clarence suspicious, and so
he followed along after a bit, and dropped in on his house. Sure enough, there was Zea with
Lucille. He threatened to kill Zea, and he had a gun with him.. He told Zea that he had to leave
the area, quit the job they had shared, and if he ever saw him again he would kill him. He also
told Audrey the whole sordid story.

The family moved for a couple of weeks up to Vernon before breaking up. Zea had such a bad
record with the oil companies that he was on a "blacklist" and so he decided to go to barber
school. (I think the school was in Wichita Falls.) Audrey's sister Kate, divorced now, was
working in the post office in Pyote, Texas and Kate told her that she could have a job if she cared
to move in with her for a few weeks.

Pyote had been a tiny country town of two hundred people until oil was discovered in the
vicinity, bringing a couple of thousand strangers. Newcomers had to erect tents, or primitive
wooden shacks, or live in rudimentary trailers. Kate was upscale, with a fifteen by forty foot
wooden shack, with sheetrock over the two by fours, inside and out. Outdoor toilet , but running
water. Kate was divorced from Fred, and had besides her two sons, Joel and Earl, had her
mother Kate living with her. We piled in on that crowded space and lived there for about a year.

Nearby town of Wink was twice as large and was undergoing the same sort of forced growth
as Pyote had suffered. The living arrangement in Pyote was so bad that when Audrey found a job
opening at the Wink telephone office she took it. Zea showed up about that time, looking for a
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job, for he had apparently not found anything in barbering. Anyhow he helped us move into a
tent in Wink. Some developers had subdivided acreage near the ballpark into small lots and
provided just two improvements: piped in water with a faucet, and an outdoor toilet. We had to
buy a fifteen by fifteen wooden platform and a canvas tent to fit over it. Zea tried to ingratiate
himself with Audrey, but too much damage had been done. He left to find work and make a
separate life for himself. But living alone with no help was a bad situation, too, with nobody
home with two boys ages eight and six. By the time school would start in September, Kate had
moved up to Wink also, and was working with the post office. She had bought a house and lot
right in town, a fairly respectable house with an indoor toilet. There was a small shack on one
edge of the property, and soon we moved our familly of three into it. The big advantage was that
Ina was there to look after the kids. All four of us boys attended school in a new brick school
facility, the best we had ever seen. The only time 1 can remember seeing Zea during that year,
was once he came by with a fairly new four-door Chevrolet. He had found a job somewhere, had
saved a little money, had reformed ( he said) and wanted to rejoin the family.

Audrey then found a better job with the post offfice in Hobbs, New Mexico, seventy miles
north of Wink, in a new office where she could teach the Postmaster how things should be run.
We moved into a fairly decent old house and from time to time Zea would show up and stay for a
short time. When the oil company found out that he was on the "list" he lost his job. I remember
going out into the field with him one time when he inquired about getting a job without success.
He seemed to put up a bold front, but in retrospect he seemed a sorrowful, desperate man. That
was about 1930, a bad time for anybody looking for a job, and being blacklisted. But Zea
couldn't get back into Audrey's good graces, much as he tried to seek her forgiveness.

Ina moved up to stay with us, as Kate had come into some insurance money when J oel was
killed. Kate was able to quit her job and move to Arizona with Earl and so Ina came up to help us
in Hobbs. At that time we were living in a shack twelve by forty, that was owned by Kate. It had
running water, with an outdoor toilet. It was in that house that I saw Zea alive for the last time.
He came by one day, out of work and desperate, begging to stay overnight, and so Audrey let
him share her bed. Then he begged to have sex with her, but she adamantly refused, because she
feared getting some venereal disease, knowing that Zea had likely been sleeping with various
prostitutes. The quarelling went on all night, and the next morning she forced him to leave and
said that he was not to come back. That was sometime in 1930.

He disappeared into the Texas scene, and I believe that he changed his name to Leo F. Sparks
to defeat the blacklist. We got the news that he had been killed in an accident on the drilling floor
of a rig about fitteen miles out of Shamrock, Texas on the 28th of March, 1932. There was no
autopsy made of the body, and the undertaker, M. M. Nix and Co., merely described the cause
of death, "accident at oil well". Cora Fay Thompson, age 18 at that time, was fond of Zea, and
she and her family, (her mother Mattie was Zea's sister) lived in Shamrock, saw him often and
liked him. Cora Fay accompanied the undertaker to take the body down to the Pleasant Valley
Cemetery, in Clay County where was buried on March 31. The death certificate which reads
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“"Leo F. Sparks" says that he was divorced. I was ten and Don was eight. We came with Audrey
to the funeral, which was right next door to where they had both gone to church, down the lane
where their families, the Blacks and the Sparks, had their farms, and they had first come to know
one another. When they opened the casket we looked on his face for the last time. We were long
accustomed to his absence. We didn't have much feeling about it, and we didn't cry.

Now sixty years have passed, and I wonder about the strange man who was my father. He
was a person, as I see it, with plenty of potential, but he was a miserable failure in life. He was
unfaithful to a wife who would not tolerate unfaithfulness. He refused to accept her verdict, and
instead of changing his behavior, he defied her and persisted in seeking the company of other
women. And he thought that Audrey should yield to his authority, and accept him with all his
faults. His idea of marriage relations were formed out of what? No self respecting woman
would have tolerated such infidelity. Maybe he had a disease when he died. We'll never know.
Would he have made something of his life if he had lived? I feel sorrow and pity for the man 1
never really knew. I'm sorry he didn't straighten up and be a good father to me. And I'm sorry
that he made such a mess of his life.
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