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UPCHURCH ﬁmfgé at their home Plﬁ Incline Village

ROBERT E. LEE (R.L) UPCHURCH, (Lake Tahoe), Nevada. Mr. Upch

son of REL. and Fannie Davis Up-
church, was born April 4, 1922 in Bedias,
Texas. He died 8, 1996. Mr. Up-
church received a B.A. Degree, Magna
Cum Laude, from the University of
Texas at Austin in 1943, He later gradu-
ated from Harvard University, Boston,
Massachusetts with a Masters Degree
in Business Administration. He served
in the South Pacific during World War IT
as a Naval Lisutenant aboard the U.S.S.
Calcaterra. He was honorably dis-

ed from active duty in May, 1946
and the U.S. Naval Reserves in October,
1954, After completing military service,
Mr. Upchurch returned to Bedias, Texas
where he b?m a career with First
State Bank. He retired as president in
1989 after 43 years of service, but re-
mained chairman of the board until his
death. The bank prospered tremen-
dously under his leadership. Mr. Up-
church was a prominent landholder and
rancher in Grimes County, Texas. He
was a lifelong member of the First
United Methodist Church of Bedias. He
was also an accomplished gourmet cook,
spoke several foreign languages, en-
joyed traveling, genealogy and was an

was a beloved husband, father, and
dfather. Ié; wads ll:nmtymﬁ his prin-
ciples, integrity and honesty. He is sur-
viged by hif; wifhe o:h 44 eagrﬁ,ml\:_farydl{ath-
er Upchurch, dauy, and son-
gﬂa&? Cancﬁ and John Barousse of Gal-
veston, Texas, daughter Kathryn L. Up-
church of Richardson, Texas, son and
daughter-in-law Robert and Denise Up-
church of Bedias, Texas, adored ﬁrand»
children Divin Leigh Upchurch and Rob-
ert E. Lee Upchurch IV and cousins
Nancy Heath Cole and Jesse B. Heath,
Jr. Funeral services will be held at 2:00
p.m. Saturday, May 11, at JM. Day Fu-
neral Home in Madisonville, Texas with
Rev. Rudy Pace officiating. Interment:
Bedias ﬁlﬂmfgigﬂ}(’lemete% l;or til-:imse
desiring, the family suggests donations
to the Emerican Cancer Society. Visita-
tion at funeral home Friday 3:00 p.m.
until 9:00 p.m. and on Saturday 800 a.m.
until service time. The family will be
resent at the funeral home to receive
?riends Friday evening 5:00 p.m. until

7:00 p.m.

J.M.pDAY FUNERAL HOME, 514 E.
Main. Madisonville, Texas, 77864.

408-348-2621.
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Obituaries
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Robert E. Lee R.L, e

April 4’|jpc||u|-ch UPCHURCH

, il 4, 1922 - May 8, 1996 ROBERT E. LEE (R.L.) UPCHURCH,
f MADW — Services son of RE.L. and Fannie Davis Up-'E
gr -Robert . E. Lee “RL. church, was born I‘.t}lpril 4, 1922 in Bedias,

pchurch 11, 74, of Bedias will be Texas. He died May 8, 1996. Mr. Up-

2 pm. Saturday .at Jy M. Day

church received a B.A. Degree, Magna

Funeral: Home dn‘Madisorville. - * Cum Laude, from the University of
The. REY; ; ﬂyPa%% offic]-" Texas at Austin in 1943. He later grgdu-
ate. {Bi ““he¥ i *“Beiias- ated from Harvard University, Boston,

Methodist. Céretery. Visitation

Massachusetts with a Masters Degree

will be 8 am. to 2 p.m. Saturday at in Business Administration. He served
the funeral home. = . . . in the South Pacific during World War II
" Mr. Upchurch died Wednesday. as a Naval Lieutenant aboard the U.S.S.

He was,a prominent, landholder
and. rancher.in Grimes County.
He served in the South Pacific
during World War II. He then
returned .to Bedias and worked
for First State Bank. He retired in
1989 as president after 43 years
with the bank. He remained
chairman of the board until his
death.

He was a lifelong member of

Calcaterra. He was honorably dis-
charged from active duty in May, 1946
and the U.S. Naval Reserves in October,
1954. After completing military service,
Mr. Upchurch returned to Bedias, Texas
where he began a career with First
State Bank. He retired as president in
1989 after 43 years of service, but re-
mained chairman of the board until his
death. The bank prospered tremen-
dously under his leadership. Mr. Up-
church was a prominent landholder and

BngditaUmted Methodist Church of rancher in Grimes County, Texas. He
S S. incl s was a lifelong member of the First
urvivors include his wife, United Methodist Church of Bedias. He
Mary Kathryn Dyer Upchurch of was also an accomplished gourmet cook,

Bedias;. two daughters and one
son-in-law, Candi and John
Barousse of Galveston and
Kathryn Upchurch of
Richardson; one son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Robert and Denise
Upchurch of Bedias; two grand-

spoke several foreign languages, en-
joyed traveling, genealogy and was an
avid reader. In recent years, he and his
wife, Mary Kathryn, spent much of their
time at their home in Incline Village
(Lake Tahoe), Nevada. Mr. Upchurch
was a beloved husband, father, and
grandfather. He was known for his prin-

children; and two cousins. o : ! :
B ples, integrity and honesty. He is sur-
, Memorials may be made to the vived by his wile of 44 years, Mary Kath-
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ryn Dyer Upchurch, daughter and son-
in-law, Candi and John Barousse of Gal-
veston, Texas, daughter Kathryn L. Up-
church of Richardson, Texas, son and

. daughter-in-law Robert and Denise Up-

church of Bedias, Texas, adored grand-
children Divin Leigh Upchurch and Rob-
ert E. Lee Upchurch IV and cousins
Nancy Heath Cole and Jesse B. Heath,
Jr. Funeral services will be held at 2:00
p.m. Saturday, May 11, at J.M. Day Fu-
neral Home in Madisonville, Texas with
Rev. Rudy Pace officiating. Interment:
Bedias Methodist Cemetery. For those
desiring, the family suggests donations
to the American Cancer Society. Visita-
tion at funeral home Friday 3:00 p.m.
until 9:00 p.m. and on Saturday 8:00 a.m.
until service time. The family will be
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NV ’ e d 76%nds Friday evening 5:00 p.m. until
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FIRST STATE BANK
OF BEDIAS

. BEDIAS, TEXAS
September 25, 1980

R, L. UPCHURCH

4 vt T
SN

&>

VICE PRESIDENT

> >

TELEPHONE
713 - 395-2141

Dr, R. Phillip Upchurch
P. 0. Box 35804
Tucson, Arizona 85740

Dear Dr, Upchurch:

T never knew Ed Upchurch but I did know all of his children
by Rosa vhinery (only marriage so far as I know):

A Ionnie

A Everettl

A Belve 1§ twins
A Ila Faye

A Llano (female)
A Tollie

A Goree

A Hermann

Ed was the illegitimate son of Mary Upchurch, daughter of
Burrell Miles Upchurch, The story goes that Ed was sired by a
man named Mcthorter and that he and Mary wanted to marry, but
Miles, being hard-headed, refused to permit it, So Ed, in the
1880 census, I believe it was, was enumerated in the household
of Miles as Ed Mclhorter, grandson., Later he went by the name
of Upchurch,

Of course the circumstance of Ed's birth was a great scandal ‘Blﬁby
in those days., Legend has it that Miles had brought a slave with ”w4ﬂ75*
him from Alabama, Aunt Sis (her descendants still live hereabouts). -
By the time of Zd she was of course an ex-slave, She is supposed XID'SJZ

to have told Mary that she had disgraced her descendants for all
time to come. The person telling me this tale remarked, "Now,
didn't that prophocy come true! You just look at that trash!" They
aren't folks you'@ be in any rush to claim kin with,.

Mary Upchurch later married (1) Hoard, (2) Lewis, (3) Riley

Upchurche She and Riley were first cousins, but by the time they
married, both were in advanced years.

You will enjoy Roy white. I believe he enjoys genealogy more
than anyone I have ever known.

I very much appreciate all your efforts on behalf of the
Uochurch family.

Sincerely,

ﬁ§C%@@£QAﬁéiﬁ



oV ERT EDwAR LEE W\ L4

(D foRrs

5&4@5, ’7?;‘0%
r\?\éf-\i@\[ﬁk ?:Q/IJMM?_ 74, 7976

ZD'Z‘W loz }9/70'{." il L AALIAG R 4
f o /QH#M%?ML {?W . jghfua«s bo -

L ann sV 7")"70"‘7 . :
5t0/774;07- J ﬂMffAM&hd phe %MMZes
y Js é){/m’"‘“ awd WJWJ,’M7 fowr v

o ol(adisw' ¢ wabkens ) A it O
("BM/%(Z Frc . Jiconsn . Jhat 2 T 15 42
A e o : - L, Y N R %
ok A ik Ty +T W
Eams . BJM@ won R B T A Thao 7’1/1‘1'/7 &
Sisme paid, 1 ]ps a pezthiriind

</ am }o/?—ewuf/ Je auelpar bhadl /GW/L‘-MW
‘%)j-l/f/? wir k. Sl Avgoarh w0 ,5,;47,44%44@ ‘LV
dwmw Wf;7 .ih.z,m«caw«/ 7 Ly o Aoume
M/'ﬂy-u/ MW H z}WMw»s 4W¢L
e T “ﬁxx w—z:%/nfj 7&7 C/,‘z/‘/z/.x,. /&/1% jo-w/tm'ez‘»(/

Fusden .

\/%ad_a Qali Lo AAA. é‘[;'( ,&7&4‘“{/‘&/1
JW/M-LW) m,,(‘j R M% 7”1'*1(5*7&}4.‘0&
Yhups  ~f i who Lo Tomboate Yakha £At
MM:// gl ,A/,‘Zﬁf a &g pmeli BV hsene,
v/a/m/ /w’-/uéj fMMM&L 73 b g vl el

/DM?‘NZK./M17 _,Wr,,u’,f/‘/‘/7 7/52(, G X, 17()-(,(/\/ {JLIC/—L-,

e

JAAA

7

dg‘/“wzj ) |
Kb



XIp -
ROBERT E . L. @ (/l/ﬂ D -49%Y

O 230 5P 20L— O Bl - doals S 2pomined O {0 erchend
of necorde ik @ ant wanedtoun ARy pracecly
515 heaty aq® and /”W"’% _Wwd. 7L ﬁWL‘f
waor Refarhe A Wamkﬁmwww

Ty

R LA Fuwre atcard o1 ol oy A
AEQP~-203%0 abhour _ )Ajm‘q e e .
3, C59 Frrmna /uuw!?w Wmma 5/ XIW-203D
oo, - poced s bie Bropld
™. ;;L FES 19) Moy > Rolud g, Lealy I plovd sns
. foplay o o e Poeed W1(4W&Mqﬁa
S G T M Ll b
A )0 o ~
e e B % 4 uufe R /WMEI(JW}JM
1 e Bo oIy, 28 I 767 M | & cadin, A Ay
Mma M&%)/[}, W@MM MW& »;ﬂ;:‘, 20 SEHZ00Z

S WL ispEC 1566, 3107 176’)/ 1Y FEBI967 $ 2 507 /76
e el f«‘-& eolad & L L - No’wﬂ Aq W
05 foawd] o - 2«&\1 Nl 20 560200Z



Ro 4eAT E Lee L, T XIN-9 964
O 0 10 360 2002 RPA. rocwd a )AM%WJZM Jotd)
Jor ST e winkes i memt g Roled & et L
o dodsp an Gx PMM‘MWW M’éﬁ
AGL0,E ABA 15 DEC)96L,31 0T 1960, 14 FES 1969 §250¢7 1769
__%&M3 & /%@%/U/ﬁw ey, A Ata 1M
M. Al L FW«@,MWWMM W/é/"
A cicom o o Y ATy et dl Lk Myﬁiﬂ
U, F Sdriers Mand Loy 440 LB
‘%Wwwm&i@%e - Here St
7%W o M 4 o, cardine BOAWELL U
GAdl It ildisny, T Lellire ang Lizofol Wd
Plosed, sin e 1esfils 4 Wufw@ﬂéa 305/
2002 wandet v ?”XW Al Tl e 42
M‘L MW ko ,4&7 ) WA, $1
Reluz. foe U I o #Ard L. Farlets (mas)




RdDERT E LEE/ZZ @ )Jp,u%‘i
O A Coypen Taald j.az/y . 19607 Reseands izf;n? &Y el
b pprluuds Fpencchn
©n 20 sEpzo07 APA scesd & pyMa/Wl\?
by hode Loy QI vnlin 2o ararnk Nelod E Lk
W, IL o complonafda W&M Wwb@mk /iauﬁ
PN T, 5‘4, v A gl Aalont 3002V 1967 &
L€ SAMIGLY e cuntlen AGNES ., cARTEE ( mwina
é" b C‘b‘:&’b/ ﬂ7) ”f /‘%Mﬁc/ﬂ’f& Agree i et
b am [,’% maniid, & piluncty . Agrie
AL el A fliann a M; é}/&;ﬂém% _yalonich
S ek coltelinl, Moo A" e bl D
Aewmie. 0, TE | anuathl I Fodrsti The Aslling Dotantlote
at phowd. tan ARG /Mﬁﬂﬁ ./qu,, WA Mﬁw?}r/f,
Newsnen, Modf-of ok all of Tt e, vy At
Ty o ah e A XA flan Clos REFEREAE
R s Nescp NBVRIPRIES P Roy mn W/H;_)‘S'J/ﬂ
RobT & . LEE MLy T B crirce , Ih,
EFrranp ramrey C MMM—MMJ

& N & a dandaad ik MWM'




. RroseT C. wEu g (D xrogesy
O From Pochd Moweask 505602007y 5-15 Yeary axwdts

4 Leutd Reludd 3. L. ax htower _
¢ el f 2. L.y gPMax Hig oy 4 Lt A

Febuary 6, 1967 4 = Sesedinnll

% 30 s 2002)

Mr. R. E. Upchunch [ ROBEAT E. LEE o,

Finst State Bank
Bedias, Texas

Dean Bob:

Enclosed is a shot of a map on porntion of Red River
County showing a couple of Surveys in the name of J. B.
Upchurch. 1 also noted at Least one tract A.homng a Jno.
B. Upchunch as owning a tract. The ownership was posted
in the 1950's 40 some of the group must be around now o

at Least probably then.

Thanks §on the credit of interest and the statements.
Somy abt that!

% [MAR NICHTOWER]
M/ 2h

Enclosure
(Roy vuy warre ]

Roy, am enclosing copy|{of R.R. County land ownership map
received today from my {cousin in Mb, Pleasant. He was
correct; there are two J. B. Upchurch Surveys in the County,
The bold type is the name of the Survey (circled) and the
smcller type the name of the owner (Xed)., Looks like some
J. B, owned or owns about 1500 acres in one spot., I believe
this is the only case I have ever seen where land is still
in the hands of decendents of the original patentee,

[TonA BARTLETT W, SRY

I also talked with the'head knocker in the Grimes County
Welfare Office. He is quite interested in history, and he
told me that he could easily find out if James Upchurch was
in fact a Civil War Veteran., This assumes that he enlisted
from Grimes County. He is to let me know about this. He
suggests that an inguiry directed to the Archives in Austin
would point 'you toward whatéver records are available in
regard to any widow's pension Elizabeth may have received,

- Dzl



ROGERT & w&tt i, @ ATD- 43¢y

e
W

\\..
<,
')
-~
<)
l,—td
N

LIr e OLERT L. U PCHOALH
}‘; o Lox 96

Q;LJ (\,/7‘ / /;«-M/L
/MM, fa Y‘é A/w& ff} """ZW’&

S,

oy 5 SV '
T vl i ,M f/M /% /Aﬁ ;@&M

!f/(} AL - /’/;A Z, X

%4

[//y_bbﬂr’ P/Sv‘;éééi‘/) MP(/H)/%//V)



/=7~ §b
2at Opryi, AM,’
N @ o5 oo/ %fw A 2erel
4VL7 pabsoy P S22 U8B /Dﬂu@ VR PR
/M U/ﬂ/ﬁ/wfe,

/L%’ A /wa‘\/éﬁw/ (&}W /»7)%&[
a{/é dren iy Vi ?; L cid o /&v%%’dv/ 7,¢fe"—i/
MA’ (XW‘%L/@W Mfm@a“/’/ﬁ% P MJ\/

Mr%

\’Q#’(Vw WL Lo W22 mpo/”\’j

%%/\ AL «olﬁ
;ﬁ kﬁ\%«w/




RoOEALT E. rec i\, @ Xro— 4564

- - -
JEC TS0
S A |
N
; L/,/ L e N L
' s T i; S /
S I ST A N A
) i%, /Z/
. s £, -
YN (otisipazonn J75 ol 20 &{_,/ :
P . A 4 /y"f/,"\/%— 27 -~ }‘/"'"1('"'“{/" i .
Lo e -+ PO N b on N

Fh R - //-’ 7
. Ve N S P9 oo A it
// Vo T ,// 5 o o A _j( // ,,/f‘ - /..///f/i/_) ‘:-/_( 4,,’.) A L s M
{; 7 RS e - e
N

Za
o uﬂx/ A Tt
AR 72U vt L At 7
i\ J j’ P g ;ﬂ.«

. . i
R / i L4 A
L et ] / AA d g

i

- ; // L
AN i it A - /5»’ ./i}'. «/4’{ i

. RS
;o 5 / }" 7 V&d’
IS P e A e i MJ/ -

,;,,W/,/J/,J 248 %f/&‘"&’ Wm’ e LT d/{::y e

—
~
N

Aol /‘j/',;,;,,«',- 2T 4 \ AL L, A etk

o A ‘ £
I e ‘f/ L /,,wz/ /‘24—/‘—4—«
J

Ly . / \,-
A A . e A
A ey 4 !/4,/ oy ey ,,M'L. 7/ {2 7 it s 7. /(/(_,,;f R
S R / /l . \.,«,_a.-—
R T s 0

A 7 AR T A S / Lgiass Al ey ///M//;#«
J ’a . ) '\J A
T R SR RN I A
- - o S

/ 7

l
1 S Ll
YL e s Ceg %
A /%,4/«‘:»;-424 / V" t/L.,./ .'.’ / A Az

4

;I”I.M,ﬁ)’\ A D FEr V. /"f-”""" ‘Ti ’/? / 0 / Dty

A S, 7 i e S i

- \[ T :‘_'A/; i W;& Ll S AAA A

R .Y /7//‘,/\,\/,47 -
ary =
) K OoBEaT perer LIA LT HUAER




VT

sy

“

RoBERT E. ;.2 i I

N / -~
i YA ST
/,! o / / /‘\ ! ! /
: 7.4
s G
- /j_’ &

- o
R A IEnd -
' N

LA /Q;C/l //,/ //(

",/\./

!
s WY I vy /77(' A
/2@/&, 7 ?/Zz{@

XTp- Y76y

@

VAV SR O

/V;-j\y\ /5 Al /x/é( j/,u\
//'/4/‘7/£~w Lyt

Lol

O 24 j '/'-/él,(//MMM

"l’}
/d". /? “
/ ;
- .. s
O R

sl /\/
(i ’-/\/"\_ o A

| LDLBERT PR AL 2

,_f’,'./xy’/-%x(/z-/’ 774

0.

/' /{./ e

///é(/u /Wﬁ //f” SPAAL

EN Ao AT

///‘//%l J/L/V//Z/

////VL‘/,// ////



ROBERT E CEe 1 i

XITP-49%Y

2.3 DEC (989 -
MmeE K. L. UPCRLVRE
7.0. DOX qb
PCDTAY , 77X 1183/

09‘”01/2 ’ALU\W J{M '
o »(,u,,,, A Wﬁ%‘k

et o on M’%//L&r 1585 apd B Blhode
A,M #@/( comz/cu (@%@WM /a m W"M

/ / . &&,«,« G fe,pw«ﬂ A&ML%%

e 9 adan i Flawand, fe W l T awd Ll

/W&M s Kolu ) ?%A/AM{ Les W_//{I and
{WQM hoann 4 PR Kotrer ™ Shouon d gwwﬂ

/¢%W7Ww/4—am 5. @1 Ll
"Chdwraad /é%/)'\ Quk ¢ /QLW Agamd |, L qLes g /Mélwz«e,
ﬂ’/[ (},MA ,}M 2 AL A Lo, 4""*9;‘_ . “/&M-— /49444/.«/«?

e arems O gﬁxz Mu &7 a2
,%.a y 2 Lroeps Ouf Abs ‘& e e s Wq%
Al L ,&Jﬂxﬁw Noir [ ey ettty b

/7 ek _.ffé

“{ Th ,MM W
Rl W ) U(pgsgw PRETLLEF ./,(ﬁf/me@



RopeERT E, LEE M/DZ @ XTU- 0964

3 R A B R
:l t.f I3 LY

! 1 l': - -{-. R % f' ~ J", ;
. - P ”‘ P ’ 5 .’]

s Aia g e
;

Y

'»:._\

¥:':";:/ﬂ?ffx% A 2 f*~ﬂviire'~*<l«ue¢‘?f.fz?;\rcg~__ el c—'z,/./?/«y / \./ ol
ft ’:}i‘**'i fn SEANR, ,'E:}*f’ o U-Me«mw;ﬁ o "Z’T é}l “ed ;W"’Z-

?: Y L ’ » '\ a <&

. _,.:,&9__ P ' /‘ i:/ ..-.,,o'—f‘lf.r'l: 2{/&, AL /&7 @W“eﬁ’_‘j‘»
/| .

“ Jffies"’ T g ain R e %M P B ST S /{f.««-m ‘7
e N LM A )523” Lotttoafony
\J

{:‘f 1 ,/;/f/‘»(f}ﬁ e Z/’Zf”"’m M I A R M-—am

e -* Lf__/f«”/ e T2 / R A (uf/w M"&"W vd Jw“%j JM

& /
,.’..--’j v ) Vv’év') BT ey /d« /‘«Wé/!/rﬁ
J

"J’u . ’}xwz/ «MM ,6;/&»} A/[W
7] Gt o
f ; r./g I /\/.’;“v” ”

s e et e S o = --‘-w-.v'.—-

24N (%;//Mf&w 4

Z[« DBEET T PrRLLLT sz(h‘uﬁ/n"?

-



RobERY £, LEE M,E® x_rp,qqéof

A R ;Q"O

EISCST e U PO D ECH

DL OT A5 FAOTYE

ay N i - /
Wp€ st STV jr“Vé’ VAR A i p
7 ! - v M At :/ZKM%

/ . oo v v " - 2.
An nk AL AR AT x/ \‘,4/2'/’4’? cal (- g ’b
i

G L, 0, TK g U e L2 oy 'J /g wlea

(e AnA R O

(/,//- 0 J"—A} € Lo /ﬁ &R RV AN przavs Mﬁ 'X Q/}_p Ty
YN O R A S e ne ()‘ 3 / ’, .

L{LU e f,r)/

o d A rz. lz P e ts ,ﬁgu»:_;;mf-pj /;&nz‘;/v’/ J ha

Pd y..

/6 /.A e it Aids 17D (- gy L& TR Chimtgpang

4’ . LS N A N L
Ao el T s 7 N

‘ - . £ . e
-”[’L 1. / 'i(’ :i { /‘/{/'7',1/_A }'/’ I'd ¢‘,’£ - ,ﬁ{ (LA, e
L 4 o AP LAT
ooy A R .
W /

U’a‘(/:, w ! ;&.x!.:nZ’?_, DR %\Y 7 /'»{.-u"-‘:y-}-\ /g:'\' ’;/, e -"*w&‘-/.:»wr F J~
o JIo N
e SN £ A0 YA G i,C,)L' A /?{ //?_/v1¢,..w{ LLA/AA Lt 2t

sy :}»f}f A ;i.{xj;e DR SRS I IR SR AN ;J /«"*' a 2 Kr
T TSR g o 19D Cremmny Lo, 7TA A LHS D erns
gt W E R g o e Jligen MM R
L TK s Y “f/}
| /r ’ {L Ltada A /*f;w,bégfj /f,u//éév /?'/{t/ e £ i’ /}? IM/"//é:
/{AJZ M ,;,9(* Y Ny M
P 1’4,5, N bt o sy A 5o FAa

9 /6- .¢;724’.N /}’VM as G“'(‘j /W /éz‘:'

_) et ,,/;C\../i/f/“-—-—r
/"’)// yé’ ,& %, .’f»,(/,w
(li (,f/ {-‘, Fkﬁf{(*) [/f IJ[H_Vk/@




RopERYT Ei ke (] T 4 ,X,z/j,(/ggf

O g 8

.fi_;.’ . ﬂitw'tk.w K g ;

SLARA A ,4'»(‘?4}’ 4
’\ o
: 2Lt (P ‘V

\.t

Lo1 Lan & o ,ﬂ j] AtAA

M)’»'{/ A 7 ,un// MJMMV;;_-

T e W el f“{”‘z” 3 : : *'

”"’f”/



S ReperT £ LEE NI @ XTp- ys64
VAV 2% 12'Q 79411?88 ’
”FM‘S&%

Doan LA Gl %x 93] |
ﬁ?i@ a w/f [t ond f 2an
jé’h /d%ﬂjf/ dasrr fﬁw VA&7 Z/A/n/ w\/PMéM‘f“
Www/o (e Lot 4 g /Lmsm 7
a a2t ( Vi ined 4o o/& w;ﬂc
Wﬂ‘/‘/ %44’ 4444;5}, Jﬁ/zAZ/f %jﬂz_ @u./

A e Sy,

. B} )Z/'(/—\ e
/QS f(jvé-. L a 'éﬂ.ﬁme‘s ijfno/ al /ﬂ,@f,m@ 1////&74, ~Y

{ 520 /)oﬁ/w ij) 4’%& '7’ /’-4&’44—72' 7/245/@7’ @ %!&’I‘L

I/U‘/ZZ Corpinm N W%‘Z;” P
Syplen W sran Z;l m/ﬂ/ %J%vﬂ weoST i, <au

/St



A e e

} s P ) B A ‘
L EOTAS, 7h 098

gty Choran | P

"fiM., e



. RpGERT EDwArD hEE M,-’ﬁ@) XIY- 9949

' J o jE i PTO
KEOGEIT L UPIRHOELH
N
LE DAL | TR 0P
fioen Lpvagins R,
M s A Sowe ity Pl Az g
vooy AR e oy AL evr Ay eetnot /m«:ff?a
,{.(/v@.;j[ Lot I 26 5(3 jw WWM f,, L

S AR, / - Adg L - (_ﬂ;.-«zb%&é‘?Wé« &

7’{ ?*M«f% / A %MW«»\%? Ju/(/»,
Lt ey o — ;?W{,& fwuéo ﬁﬁ J 2 &Lﬁ?
RN I YT {’,x@v'%.q PY oand T3 s %4‘ .

2 BT g™ fx&wy A4 /MWWJ% My P e

S e Ty
Wit 2N q,au/z // of At ol Jodapt 57 /ﬂ"f LUy
Y g "ja&%e. jid e Ay /’{/Y Ly v d R e
Sr T Lgon . Ctepmia > /Z,/gg}; oy 4 Jq/?ﬁ—' @\ |
Mo o s ! ' S SIS

JROGEZE) pWz7 e 5P A PN AL /"}

~




ROBERT E. LEE W,IL (31) XFD- 4964
e g 1 SMAR 979 Fq LRPH

%J\ 21
W«ﬂ ’j{ CW&"M vl —~ 3 g . )’/f
AAAAA M‘W“ /OLLCAX_
{\w, VL8 s‘f-"jsf
| ke
Tolbert’s Texas

IN | BEDIAS TEXAS, pronounced “bead-
eyes;” 1 showed Banker Robert Upchurch
a news story in which some scientists from
the Lamont Geological Observatory in Pal-
isades, N.Y., predicted that it's about

time for another catastrophic collision be-
tween the ecarth and a giant meteorite

from space, causing another shower of
tektites.

Tektites are strange, beautiful, glassy
stones, believed to be debris from outer
space because they have been subjected
o more heat than is possible on earth.
“These jewel-like stones (wild Texas In-
dians, amazingly, called them “jewels of
the moon”) fell in several showers at var-
ious times over about 1-10 of the earth's
surface.

‘The country around Bedias got a heavy
shower of tektites, And these are called
hediasites, and are the oldest of the stones
from space found on this planet, The bed-
iasites fell about 34 million years ago.
These stones can be dated because of
fraces of uranium, the atoms of which
split at a slow, known rate.

‘“MAYBE BEDIAS will get another show-
er of bediasites,” said Robert Upchurch,
and he posed for a gag picture on the post-
office steps with the palm of one hand
raised tenatively toward the sky, (Bedias
town is just west of Huntsville in Grimes
County.)

‘Bedias got the heaviest shower of tek-
tites in the U.S. These little jewels are

" ANOTHER SHOWER IN BEDIAS

Bedias Awaits
Another Shower |

By FRANK X. TOLBERT

usually about the size of a pecan, Some-
times they are much larger.

E. H. (Pots) Barnes, a Bedias ranch-
er, has the best collection, He has one
bediasite about the size of a large orange.
He keeps the huge tektite in his lock box
at the Bedias bank.

Not so many tektites are found around
Bedias nowdays, mainly because there is
little plowing, Most of the former crop-
lands have been converted to pastures in
recent decades.

According to my information, tekfites
fell in only two other locations in the Unit-
ed States, a small shower in Georgia and
a lighter one on Martha's Vineyard Island
in Massachusetts.

ACTUALLY, the UPI news story I
showed o Bedias citizens was about an
article in the current (July) issue of Scien-
tific American. in which the Lamont Ob-
servatory scientists said that tektites ap-
peared to have been *deposited at the
same time the earth’s magnetic field went

through one of its periodic reversals.” And

the reversals seem to “coincide and may
have been triggered by a big meteroric
hit.” The most recent encounter “between
the earth and giant object from space
occurred 700,000 years ago. Another would
therefore seem to be due.”

These deposits seem to happen only in
cértain Incalities on earth, Is Bedias due
another shower?

Incidentally, the article on tektites in
the Encyleopedia Brittanica is by Dr. Virg-
il E. Barnes of the University of Texas,
who is no relation to Bedias' leading col-
lector of bediasites, Pots Barnes. Dr.
Barnes has zone on a number of field trips
in search of the moon jewels with Pois
Barnes., Rancher Bames has also taken
scientists from Russia and Denmark on
searches for the stones.

ALL THE BEDIASITES I've seen are
black or dark brown. They also come in
green and yellow colors. And they are in
shapes of buttons, disks, spherical, ellipti-
cal, lenticular, teardrops, and dumbells,

The first white men to come into the
Bedias country were scornful of the Indians’
stories that these jewels were flung from
heaven,

i How could these pnmmves have known
isn

] BEB!AS TOWN and Bedias creek were

‘named either for the Bedia (or Bidai or

Vida) Indians, or for a chief of the Toni In-
dians varmusly identified as Bida or Beady
Eyes or Bead Eye. Cerfainly old Bead
Eves and his Toni Indians were camped in
the vicinity in the 1840°s when he is men-
tioned in Republic of Texas documents.
(He liked “cegars" and brandy.) !
The Bedia Indian tribesmen, down™ to
42 warriors in 1843, according to Republic
of Texas records, Ilvad, in hearskin tents
between the Trinity and Brazos Rivers,
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R. L. Upchurch February 1, 1996 <
P. O. Box 96 il
Bedias, TX 77831

Dear Robert Lee:

Enclosed is a copy of the January 26, 1996 report of Professor
David Ransome on what he learned about the Upchurch families that
lived in the area near the Brington Church in Huntingdonshire
Parish in England during the period 1580-1630. You will recall
that this is the area from which our ancestor Michael Upchurch I
departed for America about 1638 as documented by Professor
Ransome’s first report published in the UB.

I am writing to you and a few others to give an opportunity to
participate financially in paying the $1225.00 bill of Professor
Ransome. Please know that you are not obligated to participate. I
am prepared to pay whatever portion of the bill necessary to
discharge the obligation to Professor Ransome. However, it seems
reasonable to give others the chance to share this joy.

The hopes for this research were to identify the parents of
our Michael U. I. This has not been accomplished but I feel the
Professor has done a creditable job of searching the records (even
reading Latin) and preparing a report. ' This report will be
published in full in the UB in due course. I will add notes
which will make the report more readable and meaningful for our
readers and for others who may take this work a step forward. This
work, even with my notations, will not excite the UB readers.
However, this is a scholarly work and it deserves to be made a.part
of the American record for present and future Upchurch generations.
This work dove-tails well with work done by Belle West and
Associates, but goes beyond what they did.

At this point, I do not visualize a further contract w@th
Professor Ransome, although he seems willing. If a financial
backer for such a third assignment appears, the work would be worth
undertaking. I do feel his charges are reasonable.

I will welcome any comments you have on the enclosed report
and look forward to continued collaboration with you on our mutual
interest in our Upchurch heritage.

Sincerely yours,

. g

Robert Phillip Upchurch
Enclosure: report/Ransome . Editor, UB

no- 1/ "o ; ' '
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