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Edward Harris. 
Jonathan Harris. 
Anne Harris. Anne married John Upchurch on June 21, 1790 in 
Granville County, North Carolina. 
Frances Harris. Frances married Leo Jackson on October 5, 1792 
in Granville County, North Carolina. 
Elijah Harris. 
Mary Harris. Mary married Samuel Bailey on June 14, 1796 in 
Granville County, North Carolina. 
Martha Harris. Martha married Ephraim Bailey on February 24, 
1797 in Granville County, North Carolina. 
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Ambrose Upchurch 

North Carolina Marriages, 
1759-1979 

marriage: 
09 Apr Franklin,North 
1817 Carolina spouse: Elizabeth Hill 
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James Parrish 
John Parrish 
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North Carolina, Marriage Collection 

Name: 

Spouse: 

Marriage Date: 

Marriage County: 

Marriage State: 

Source: 

Ralph Parrish 

Mary Arm Upchurch 

lo Sep 1838 

Granville 

North Carolina 

Family History Library, Salt Lake City, UT 
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Name 

Ralph Parrish t-/ 0 

Mary A. Parrish wx F 

Charles W. Parrish Sod 

Age 
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Morris Family Tree Owner: karebearecu 

Mary Ann Elizabeth Upchurch Birth 13 Apr 1822 
Death 

1838 Marriage to Ralph B Parrish 

2. sep Granville County, North Carolina, USA 

Age: 16 

Family Members 

Parents 

Ambrose Upchurch 
1792— 1824 

Elizabeth Hill 
1792 — 

Spouse & Children-

Ralph B Parrish 
1811 — 1884 

Cornelia Parrish 
1851 — 1917 
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BUT and this is my Big News Having sifted through all the Franklin county 

records available to me, 1 can tell you that I'm pretty sure that our Henry Hill was the original Henry Hill, 
brother to Green Hill Jr. I have checked every reference mentioning the name Henry Hill at all, even just 
as a witness, for Franklin county, and there are only 5 different Henry Hill's there. Three of them, Henry 
son of Thomas, Henry son of Robert, and Henry son of Lewis, were already dead by 1808. That leaves us 
with just the original Henry son of Green, and his son, Henry Jr. There is no record that Henry Jr. was 
ever a magistrate of the court, and in fact, 1 find no reference at all to Henry Hill Jr. after 1798, except for 
the 1805 record of Elizabeth Henry Martin and her husband John selling land that Elizabeth had inherited 
"including 3 tracts originally granted to Henry Hill Jr." (that record was among those 1 sent you last 
time.) I have a theory about what happened to him, but I need to check it out first, meanwhile, as far as 
available records go, Henry Hill Jr., just drops off the face of the earth after 1798. Henry Hill the elder, 
however, was sitting on the bench as a magistrate in Franklin county as early as 1783. Moreover, he is 
the ONLY Henry Hill, I can find any record of having ever been a magistrate. It has to be the original 
Henry. He was born in 1740, so he'd have been 43 years old in 1783. Given the law of averages, his 
oldest child was probably born about 1760, which would have made Henry Jr. about 23 years old, much 
too young to sit as a magistrate in a county court. back in the days when gray hair and wisdom were 
supposed to go hand in hand. Besides, the court records distinguish between Henry and Henry Jr. So our 
Henry, has to be the original Henry son of Green and Grace. I cannot find anywhere even an approximate 
death date for either Henry Sr., or Henry Jr. Surprisingly, while the Hill family appears to have been quite 
wealthy for the times, they weren't real big on making out wills. I hesitated to accept the idea that the 
original Henry was Elizabeth's father when everything started pointing that direction because somehow I 
had gotten the idea that Elizabeth was Henry Hill's only child. I went back to JJ U's autobiography to 
check. That isn't what he says. What he says, is that Elizabeth was Henry Hill's only daughter. Still, the 
math of the whole thing kind of bothers me too. If our Henry Hill was the original Henry Hill, tre'd have 
been at least 50 when Elizabeth was born, and at least 93 when he deeded the farm over to her in 1834! 
But, if Elizabeth's father was a magistrate in the court of Franklin county, it can't have been anyone but 
the original Henry. son of Green and Grace. I still have a lot of the Bute county records to go through and 
almost all the records for both Granville and Halifax counties. And I intend to go through them as 
thoroughly as I have the Franklin county records, but I really think we have the answer. 
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170-(143) LEATHY MITCHELL estate sale. 3 Apr 1824. Jordan Sherrod admr. Buyers: 

Jordan R. Sherrod Benja. Hays Ambrose Upchurch-, t Wm. D. Davis 
Ann Howze - Abby Howze Jordan Sherrod Benja. M. Perry 

Penny Sherrod 
LEATHY MITCHELL inventory. 

Will Mitchell 
Jun Ct 1826 

Doctor Murphy Dr. Simon Jeffreys 
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AMBROSE UPCHURCH FAMILY 

>(3,-D-281c x5p, 1)0

AMBROSE UPCHURCH son of John Upchurch (4), was born ca 1792 

NC died 1824 and 4-9-1817 Elizabeth Hill, only child of Hon. 
Henry Hill. Ambrose was the only child of John and Annie 

(Harris) Upchurch. In 1817 Ambrose was listed in the Land 
Tax but the number of acres owned was not shown. This was 
in Franklin County, North Carolina. He was on the Poll Tax 
for Franklin Co. for 1818-1819 and 1822: one white poll. 
His early death placed a heavy burden on his widow, Elizabeth 
in the rearing of their four children. 
To establish the ancestry of Ambrose Upchurch, the Granville 
County Censuses and the autobiography-biography of his son, 
John Jordan Upchurch must be taken into consideration. J.J. 
wrote the early chapters of his book, Life Labor and Travels 
of Father J.J. Upchurch, written by Himself and A.T. Dewey 
Revised and Edited by Sam Booth, P.M.W. Entered 1837. 
John J. was the founder of the Ancient Order of United Work-
men (A.O.U.W.) which is explained in his book. 
An excerpt from the book: "Father, Ambrose Upchurch, only 
child of John Upchurch. Mother, Elizabeth, only child of 
Hon. Henry Hill. There were four in our family, two boys ani 
two girls. In 1824 father was shot and killed by a man by 
the name of Wright, who married the half-sister of my mother. 
Wright fled the country, it was said he went to Arkansas 
while that state was held by Mexico. At any rate, his family 
followed soon after. I well remember the circumstances 
of 350 acres of land being taken from us; which led me to 
believe that property was the cause of the murder. In 1834 
I left the farm, was employed by a man by the name of 
Laurence who later married my eldest sister. I again went 
on a farm 1834-1835 and in 1835 Grandfather Hill purchased 
a small farm and gave it to my mother. My Grandfather Up-
church took us children to live with him and sent us to 
school as opportunity afforded. We went four miles to 
Sabbath School on Sunday to attend. After the farm purchase 
my mother then took her children to live with her. 

Marriages in Granville County, North Carolina: 
Priscilla Upchurch m 1835 Turner Laurence 

43 



AMBRoSE UPCHURCH FAMILY 

Elizabeth Upchurch m 3-20-1838 William Johnson. Bond; 
Lewis Heflin. 
Ambrose A. Upchurch m 1-19-1841 Harriet Pearce. 
John Jordan Upchurch m 6-4-1841 Angelina Ziegenfuss Green of 
Raleigh, NC dau of Salome Green. 
The 1800 Census of Granville Co., Oxford District, NC lists 
John Upchurch and wife with one male child under ten years 
of age. In 1830 he lists 3 males, 3 females. The males are 
shown as: one age 60 but not 70, one age 10 but not IS, one 
age under 10. The females: One age under 70, one age under 
fifteen, one age under ten. This would have confused the 
issue were it not for the book. Reference to the Excerpts 
show the children to be John's grandchildren. In 1840 John 
Upchurch is alone. The children are with their mother. John 

sold his land in 1831 but the deed was not proved so John 
must have remained on the land. 

Children of Ambrose Upchurch 
1 Priscilla Upchurch b 1818 d 1893 m 1835 Turner Lawrence 
born 1818 d 1881. Turner was in the Civil War, Confederate 
Army. 

2 Ambrose A. Upchurch b ca 1820 m 1-19-1841 Harriet Pearce. 
Obit. Wake Co. NC: Harriet, wife of A.A. Upchurch, Esq. 
died 5-1-1867 burial Peach Tree Grove. 

3 John Jordan Upchurch b 3-26-1822 d 1-17-1887 Steelville, 
Missouri m 6-4-1841 Anaelina Green of Raleigh, NC 
born 12-8-1825 d 4-30-1896 burial of both in Bellefontaine 
Cemetery, St. Louis, MO. The marker shows age as 67, 
correct :.age 65. . 

4 Elizabeth Upchurch b ca 1823/24 m 3-20-1338 William Johnson 
of Franklin Co. NC. 
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Ambrose UPCHURCH (1st cousin 5x removed) 
Birth: 1792 

Marriage: 09 Apr 1817 
Age at first marriage: 25 

Father name: John UPCHURCH 
Mother name: Anne HARRIS No. 

cf children: 0 
Sex: Male 

Spouse name: Elizabeth HILL 
Spouse's parents' 

names: 


