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Hello Mr. Upchurch. | feel as though | am late i contacting you. Butatleast|am contacting you now.
Green Berry Upchurch of Wilkes County, NC was my GGG Grand Father. He was born in September
1824. His mother was named "Happy", | believe. | am not sure if it was a nickname or a legal name. |
do not know who his father was. | believe that he likely had a wife and a family prior to the Civil War,
butlam not sure if - and if so what happened to them. He enlisted in D Company of the 33rd NC in
1863 and fought with them for awhile, almost to the end but was not with them at the surrender at
Appomattox, for some reason. He would have been almost 40 when he mustered in. He returned o
Wilkes County and married (again?) to Mary Shors(sp?) and | only know of one child bore to them -
Charles Richard Upchurch. Mary Shors Upchurch died prior to 1880. In the 1880 census Green Berry
is living alone with his young son, Charles, still‘in Wilkes County and is listed as a widower. Atsome
time between 1880 and 1890 Green Berry Upchurchiand his young son moved to near Anson
County, NC - where | believe they had some relatives living. But thatis only speculation. | am not
really syre why they moved that far away from Green Berry's home county. | do believe that the
Upchurch’s kept in contact with one another (across county and even siate lines) and | would love to
find the letters that they wrote each other. | find itinteresting that in the 1880 Census Green Berry is
living with only his five year old son. | wonder who was providing and who was able to care for young
Charles. At any rate they ended up east of Charlotte. At least Charles did. It is said that Charles had a
very difficult upbringing and | gan see why. He married Alice Zena Gadd at a very young age in 1892,
He was only 17, and she was only 15! Alice was the youngest daughter of (what | would consider) a
Civil Wat hero - James E. Gadd of the 26th NC - K Company - "The Pee Dee Wild Cats". They were
mustered out of Anson County, NC. The 26th, and James Gadd along with them, fought through the

- Battie of New Bern, then in Virginia at Malvern Hill, then back in NC for the heroic effort at the small

Battle of Rawl's Mill, and back to Virginia. Onward after that they drove with the Lee and his legions to
Pennsylvania. They fought with bravery on the first day of Gettysburg when they charge the so called
"Iron Brigade" of the Union and pushed them back, but with terrible cost. Out of 800 men, 588 were
either dead or wounded. And there on that day James E Gadd was shot twice in the same arm, which
was amputated in a field hospital the next day. James wés sent back to NG and although crippled,
married and had several children, the last of which was Alice Zena Gadd. Charles Richard Upchurch
married her when she was just 15 years old and he was 17. They struggled in the Reconstruction Era
south and Charles found work where he could. In the 1800 census Charles and Alice are found in
Union County, NC with three kids and only in their early 20's. Between 1900 and 1905 they may have
moved to Scotiand County, NC for a short time, as my G-grandmother is shown elsewhere to have
been born in "Laurel Hill, NC". Either way by 1908 they were in Greenville, Couth Carolina. |
remember my grandmother saying to me, "After they started building the cotton mills in Greenville,
many people from North Carolina started moving in." In this case she was right. Around this time
Green Berry Upchurch died in September 1906 and he was Buried at a veterans cemetery. - Anyway
Charles and Alice moved into a mill house on Judson Road in Greenville and became part of the "mill
village". It must have been quite a lifestyle change for them, having been used to open country and
farmland. But they made due with what they had and managed to make a living and ended up having
a total of eight children. (Lena Mae Upchurch was my G-Grandmother). Around the time of WWI there
were three Boling brothers that built a church directly behind Charles and Alice's home on Judson
Road. It was a Church of Christ and it was built on Jamison Street (literally directly behind Charles
and Alice). The Upchurch's became involved in this church and two daughters married into the Boling
family (from which | descend). Mary Upchurch, the eldest, married Willie O'Dell Boling and Lena Mae
Upchurch married Frederick James Boling. Willie O. Boling was in WWI and suffered injuries due to
mustard gas. He had respiratory issues the rest of his life, | believe. Federick James Boling was
several vears younger than Willie and fell in love with Lena Mae Upchurch a few years after that war.
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FUNERAL NOTICE

UPCHURCH, CHARLES E. DISTINGULSHED VETERAN, ARMY

VIEWING HOURS: Thursday, 16 Mar 95 0830 - 1315

KHC Mortuary
RELIGION: Protestant &
GRAVESIDE SERVICE: Thursday, 16 Mar 95 1400 hours

Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington VA

BORN: 4 August 1913, Greenville SC
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Washington DC
PERSON NOTIFIED: Mr Tom Boling (Nephew)
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ADDRESSES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO COULD BE INTERESTED IN INFORMATION
ABOUT THE HISTORY OF UPCHURCHES AND UPCHURCH DESCENDANTS & RELATIVES

STREET NUMBER & NAME
AND/OR BOX NUMBER CITY OR TOWN, STATE
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\J"‘ PLEASE RETURN TO: Robert Phillip Upchurch
{ P. 0. Box 35804
Tucson, AZ 85740 Lﬁb \4
o 11
Information about UPCHURCH BULLETIN
will be sent to any individuals who ﬁ/l' [/wﬂy’

are listed above.

RPU, Editor
UPCHURCH BULLETIN
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