
    ELEANOR MARKS UPCHURCH II – XID-114 

 

 
Commentary 

 

 Eleanor Marks Upchurch, II (XID 114) “Ellie” was the daughter of Bartley 

Jefferson Upchurch of the Nathan Upchurch, I/Gilbert Upchurch sub-clan. She was 

born on her father’s farm in 1875 in Swift Creek Township in Wake County NC, one 

of 11 children. Although the children were given every advantage, only Ellie 

progressed to secondary education, obtaining a teaching certificate. Family lore 

holds that Ellie helped her minister husband, James L. Martin, with his sermons.  She 

was the namesake of Eleanor Marks Upchurch, I, who married her cousin W.G 

Upchurch, a brother of Bartley. Ellie and Uncle Martin served several churches with 

minimum recompense.  By being frugal and farming on the side they educated their 

six children. 

       RPU Jun 27, 2016 



 

Acknowledgements: This Biofile was transcribed by Allied Families volunteer, 

Becky Bradley. 

 

 
(1) Tombstone at Inwood Baptist Church shows Eleanor Upchurch Martin b 1875  

d1968 (21) 
 
(2) Notes from RPU 25FEB78 visit to Ernestine Ray (Upchurch) Arnold 

 

Eleanor U, dau of Bartley Jefferson U, md James Martin. Their children: 

1. Dr. James Martin (bur) Inwood Baptist Church – md- his wife a nurse – they 

divorced – their children were adopted (they were separated but NEVER divorced 

and their children were not adopted – RB – May ’16) 

2. Dr. DAN Martin md – looks like RPU 

 (1&2 were MD’s –owned a Hospital together in SC) (the Hospital was Martin 

 Hospital in Mullins, SC – RB – May ’16) 

3.Andrew Martin – md – He was a patrolman in Pittsboro, NC. (I knew him as being 

 the Clerk of Court in Farmville, NC – RB – May ’16) 

4.Eleanor Martin – md J. W. Bradley Jr. They live at 3011 Eton Rd., Raleigh, NC 

  a. A dau – Graduate of UNC (graduate of UNC-G with a Bachelor of    

                      Music in Performance – RB – May ’16) 

  b. A son – A Pharmacist –was employed North Hills – J.W. Bradley III 

5.Beatrice Martin – md George Andrews, Sheriff of Chatham Co, NC  - have issue 

6.Mary Martin – md a minister 

 

(3) Notes from RPU 25FEB1978 visit to Lena Perry home 

A. Aunt Eleanor met Mr. Martin here at Inwood Church. He was in school part-time    

     at Wake Forest at that point in time.  

 

(4) See Census 1880 Wake Co NC Swift Creek Tsp. 

Eleanor (Eleanor) U age 4 was in home of parents Bartley & Aurora (Ray) U 

 

(5) See notes of RPU 24 FEB 1979 visit to Edna Lois U 

Eleanor Mox U b 1876 d 11 JUL 1968 (Note – for idle name Mark was first written 

then erased out and mox substituted – obviously should be MARKS after Aunt Marks 

U – RPU 

 

(6) See Notes of RPU Conversations with Eleanor Upchurch Martin 

Eleanor Marks U II md 30 DEC 1896 Inwood Church Wake Co. N. C., b 20 DEC 1896 d 

30 JUN 1967(RB 1968 on May 2016). Eleanor Upchurch Martin says she visited the 

Bartley Jefferson Upchurch family and was treated as an outcast (later Ernestine Ray U 

said this could have been because Bartley had to underwrite his son-in-law  James Lee 

Martin, Sr).  (Note- Eleanor Upchurch Martin’s sister Mary Garnette Martin has glowing 

reports of her visit to the Bartley U home – RPU) Eleanor Upchurch Martin reports that 



her mother had an unnamed infant dau stillborn prematurely 7 JUL 1899 in Granville, 

NC at Creedmoor. Dr. Sanderford, attending. 

 

(7) Newspaper Clipping: News and Observer, June 30, 1968 

 

    
 

(8) See notes 15NOV1984 Mary Garnette Martin to RPU 

See this letter (or extract with James Lee Martin, Jr. showing that James Lee Martin, Sr. 

was preacher at Creedmoor, NC when he held a meeting at Inwood Church and there 

met, and on 30DEC1896 md Eleanor Marks U, II. )The letter details the many places the 

couple lived, where their 6 children were born, the religious character of “Papa” and the 

trials of getting the children educated. Mama was the only dau of Bartley Jefferson U to 

work outside of the home. She taught school. 

 

(9) See letter 25OCT1980 Mary Garnette Martin to RPU 

My Mother, ELEANOR MARKS UII, told my children stories, and now my 

granddaughter, Ansley Fleetwood Hassell, tells her students these same stories---in 

Converse College. My daughter, Mary Jane, does likewise. My mother said----at first, 

there were no schools in the Inwood Community. Grandpa had a teacher come and teach 

in his home. One day, Aunt Bessie and Mama went upstairs to class and left a little negro 

girl to watch some candy cook. The little cook disturbed the class by yelling –done, done, 

done! Later, they had the one room school near the church. Mama went there under Mrs. 

Lilly Ballantine. I gave Mama’s teaching certificate to Mary Jane. It has her exam grades 

listed on it. She got all A’s. They could then go to Raleigh and take a test. Mama taught 

at Six Forks north of Raleigh. 

 



(10) See notes of RPU visit to Eleanor Upchurch Martin on 27FEB1985 

Eleanor gave to RPU Uncle Lass’ walking stick. This had been given by Eleanor Marks 

UII to her son James who in turn gave it to Eleanor Upchurch Martin for safe keeping 

who in turn gave it to RPU. 

 

(11) See notes of RPU visit 26APR1985to Percy Bryan U 

Percy was minister for several years in Mullins, S.C, and there knew the Martin boys who 

owned the hospital and their mother-Eleanor Marks U,II- 

 

(12) 1900 CENSUS RECORDS – NC – GRANVILLE COUNTY, CREEDMOOR 

Father BORN NC Mother BORN NC Married 3 YEARS 

Name: James L Martin HD (preacher)  1866 age 34 

 Elna M Martin (wife)   1876 age 24 

 James L Martin (son)   1898 age 2 

 

(13) LAND OF BARLTEY JEFFERSON U, IN RAMCAT, SWIFT CREEK TSP AS OF 

26SEP1919- OBTAINED BY RPU ON 19DEC2005 FROM WAKE CO, NC 

REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE. PLACE IN GEOGRAPHICAL FILE – WAKE CO, 

NC PROPERTY MAPS - C-2, C-3, 7 PARCELS = 284.5 ACRES 

 

The 7 Parcels (Tracts) are described as follows: (Map follows next page) 

(original field notes contain Map of B. Jeff Upchurch Land dated September 26,1919, by  

W. R. Massey, Engineer) 

 

1. 32 ACRES – See right of this page. Probably given to REX EDGAR U (East 

side of Road; East of Home) 

(2 - 7 SEE PLAT ON NEXT PAGE) 

2-Home Place- Given to :                  LENA JUDSON U 

  MARTHA RAY U 

 PATRICIA ALINE U 

52 ACRES 

Track West of Home Site – 57 Acres – Given to: WISCONSIN LAMAR U 

Tracks West of       (3) and extending to Mid Pines Road – Tracks (4) –(7) given to 4 of 

the 6 remaining children (out of 11) 

one tract to BESSIE ESTILLE U 

one tract to ELEANOR MARKS U II 

one tract (probably (7) to northern ?) to ROBERT JEFFERSON U 

one tract – probably to GEORGE MALCOLM U  

 =37A (5) = 36A; (6)= 35.5A; (7) = 35A 

Sons GETTIS, HENDERSON & FRANK JONES U. A are not referenced in the above 

transactions 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

(14) Notes of RPU Meeting on 19 DEC 2013 at the Hampton Inn in Cary, N.C with 

members of the James Lee Martin, Sr. & wife Eleanor Marks U.,II “Aunt Ellie”. Present 

were a GD Barbara Andrews and her sister Eleanor Jane Andrews and Richard Hewitt, a 

son of EJA. 

 All three were very chatty. Richard struggled to figure-out how he felt in such a 

large array and the girls throwing in comments about Mother and Mamma. 

 They said Aunt Ellie suffered in that she never had a home of her own after Uncle 

Martin died. 

 James Martin graduated from Med. School and took Dan under his wing to 

educate him. (note: Uncle Dan paid him back for every cent he paid for his education. RB 

May 2016) The girls Mary and Beatrice went to Meredith at reduced rates and also 

worked for money there…just scraping by. Eleanor was a menopause baby and went to 

business school.(note: my mother, Eleanor, was born when Mama was 40 years old. She 

graduated from Mars Hill Jr. College and worked in the cafeteria as did Uncle Dan. She 

was accepted to Duke’s Nursing School but decided to return to Raleigh, N.C. to be with 

her ailing father. While there, she attended King’s Business School where she met J.W. 

Bradley whom she later married in 1938. RB May 2016) 

 Aunt Ellie was a very proud person loved costume jewelry & wore too much to 

 church. 

 Eleanor Jane loves Springmoor 

 Eleanor Jane says her mother, Beatrice (Martin) Andrews was embarrassed that 

 Aunt Ellie wore so much costume jewelry to church. 

 

(15) See Notes of RPU Visit 30AUG1977 to Patty Lane U 

 She recalls Aunt Ellie as being the most ambitious of the daughters of Bartley 

 Jefferson U. Pat recalls Aunt Ellie’s husband, Uncle Martin. 

 

(16) Input from RPU call 6OCT 2010 to Frances Holt Tilly 

 Frances Holt reports that Aunt Ellie (Eleanor Marks U II) had an apartment in 

 Raleigh before she moved to Mullins, SC to live with her sons. 

 

(17) INWOOD BAPT CH CEM-SWIFT CREEK TSP- WAKE CO., NC – MEMBERS 

OF THE UPCHURCH FAMILY: 

Upchurch, Allen Rex, b. 25 Aug 1923, d. 5 Aug 1996, mason 

Upchurch, Bennie J., b. 22 Aug 1932, d. 10 Feb 1956, “Bitsy” 

Upchurch, Bessie Elnora, b. 25 Sep 1898, d. 10 Mar 1984 

Perry, Bessie Upchurch, b. 1872, d. 1962 

Upchurch, Birdie, b. 6 May 1897, d. 16 May 1897 

Upchurch, Edna W., b.2 Feb 1896, d. 16 May 1988 

Upchurch, Eldora Kendall Wright. b. 1860, d. 1943 

MARTIN, ELEANOR UPCHURCH, b.1875, d 1968 

Upchurch, Frank J., b. 2 Oct 1888, d. 31 Oct 1968 

Upchurch, G. Malcolm, b. 1874, d. 1938 

Upchurch, G.H., b. 23 Feb 1882, d. 8 Jul 1957 

Upchurch, Gilbert, b. 1792, d. 1845 



Upchurch, Jeff, b. 1841, d.1929, 1st NC Reg., Co. G 

Upchurch, John W., b. 1855, d. 1935 

Upchurch, Laster, b. 26 Jul 1830, d. 31 Dec 1905 

Upchurch, Lena, b. 1870, d. 1947 

Upchurch, Lucretia, b. 3 May 1802, d. 26 ???1872 

Upchurch, Lucretia, b. Mar 1802, d. Aug 1878 OR 

Upchurch, Marian, b. 19 Jul 1820, d. 30 Dec 1900 

Upchurch, Maude Ray, b. 21 Jul 1886, d. 2 Dec 1975 

Upchurch, Pattie A., b 1878, d. 1935 

Upchurch, Rex E., b. 4 May 1894, d. 31 Aug 1968 

Upchurch, Robert Jefferson, b. 28 Jan 1880, d. 13 Apr 1948 

Upchurch, Ruth S., b 4 Nov 1900, d. 23 Jul 1959 

Upchurch, Samuel H., b 10 Apr 1921, d. 14 Apr 1921 

Upchurch, William Clinton, b. 7 Dec 1888, d. 22 Apr 1963 

Upchurch, Wis, b. 1884, d. 1959 

Perry, Bessie Upchurch, b. 1872 d. 1862 

 

(18) Partial Notes of RPU Visit 6 DEC 2001 with Miley Albert Perry “Monk”  

 Monk reports that Miley Perry owned several hundred acres of land. He had a will 

which set aside the home tract for his wife (my Aunt Bessie) and he gave the remainder 

in tracts to his children but with the restrictions that the tracts could not be sold but would 

pass to his grandchildren. However, Monk said layers connived to sell Percy’s tract. 

Francis did not get a tract right away but eventually got the home place per Miley’s will. 

Monk says he and Bryan got their increments when their father died and they bought 
other tracts of the original Miley Perry Farm. They traded two for NC State wooded land 

on Yates Mill Pond Road and build a subdivision there. 

 Monk says his current tract was bought by his father from a Mr. -----. Bartley 

Jefferson U must have sold it to Mr. -------. Monk says Aunt Ellie U and Aunt Bessie had 

50+ acre tracts on Mid Pines Road. 

 

(19) From visit of RPU, to home of Barbara Martin Andrews in Pittsboro, NC, 9 AUG 

2009. Her sister, Eleanor Jane Andrews also present. 

 

Copied for George H. Andrews, Sr., Beatrice Roe Martin, Eleanor Marks Upchurch, II 

Their father, George Henry Andrews, Sr., ran a store in Chatham Co, NC nor did his 

father. He was selected by the power brokers to run for Chatham Co. C Sheriff and was 

elected to 4 terms. When Kerr Scott became Governor he took an appointive office. He 

had diabetes which the family hid from the electorate. He was outgoing and loved people 

and his job. He and Beatrice lived most of their lives in the house where I visited Beatrice 

years ago. (Upon departure we visited this house-still intact) They had a colorful 

Andrews relative who was a hermit. At the end stayed in the Poor House for a short 

while. 

 

Beatrice bathed her husband’s feet which Aunt Ellie thought was gross. (Eleanor Marks 

Upchurch II) 

 



They felt Aunt Ellie (their GM) was poorly served in having to live first under one child 

and then another in her lengthy widowhood. They were shocked when a postcard arrived 

from her with writing on front and back giving family secrets – such as – James (James 

Lee Martin, Jr.) got drunk again last night as usual. Aunt Ellie had a teaching certificate. 

 

(20) From Notes of RPU visit with Eleanor Upchurch Martin on 3 Oct 2005 

 

Eleanor says her mother Eleanor Marks Upchurch II and James Lee Martin, Sr. had two 

children who died at birth. One is buried at Gorman and one at the original location of the 

First Baptist Church of Creedmoor, NC. 

 

(21) One of 10 photos in a letter 24JUN2012 to RPU from Rebecca Martin Bradley. 

These vases are kept proudly in her home. They were a Christmas gift to her 

Grandmother, ELEANOR MARKS UPCHURCH,II, in childhood ( EMU, II, b 20DEC 

1875- so gift must have been before 1800 – RPU) (Reference to these vases entered in the 

Bio-file of Bartley Jefferson U – RPU 29JUN 2012) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(22) INWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH CEME., WAKE CO., NC 

 

RECORDED BY RPU 19JUN2006. RPU NOTES BELOW MELD DETAILS ON 

STONES & CHURCH LIST PRINTED 16FEB2000. LATER INPUTS SHOWN BY (  ) 

FAMILY MARTIN 

 437 JAMES LEE MARTIN, JR. M.D. 1897-1975 S/0 438 

438 ELEANOR (UPCHURCH) MARTIN 1875-1968 O/O 419; W/O 439 

439 REV.JAMES LEE MARTIN, SR. 1866-1935 

 

 
 



(23) NC BIRTHS – 5SEP2005 – PETERSON – GRANVILLE CO. 
 
Child DOB Sex Location Father Mother 
Walter Martin 4 Dec 1913 M Granville    J L Martin     Eleanor Upchurch 
Garvin Lee 29 Sep 1916   M Granville Grally Brooks    Eleanor Upchurch 

Tharington 2 April 1928   M Granville Garret Tharington Mamie Upchurch 

Thornton 27 Jan 1929    F Granville Teana Thornton     Mayme Upchurch 

James Edward 6Sep1930 M Granville Jeanale Thornton MamieUpchurch 

Upchurch 26 Feb 1942   F Granville  Mabel Upchurch 

James Robert 31Jul1947 M  Granville Robert Guess   Mabel Upchurch 

Walt Sterling 25Oct1948 M Granville Samuel M 

Carrington 

Nellie G Upchurch 

Frank Upchurch 7Feb 1953 M Granville  John Albert Myers Frances Upchurch 

Barbara Elaine 2Oct 1952 F Granville Geo Thomas 

Webb 

Eula Lee Upchurch 

Cynthia 12Dec 1960 F Granville George Webb  Eula Upchurch 

Dian 27Nov 1954 F Granville George Thomas 

Webb 

Eula Lee Upchurch 

Gary 22 Jun 1969 M Granville George Thomas 

Webb    

Eula Lee Upchurch 

Gloria 28 Aug 1959 F Granville George Thomas 

Webb 

Eula Lee Upchurch 

Kellie Ann 14 Dec 1963 F Granville George Thomas 

Webb 

Eula Lee Upchurch 

Michael 4 May 1967 M Granville George Webb Eula Lee Upchurch 

William Floyd 22Nov1957 M Granville George Thomas 

Webb 

Eula Lee Upchurch 

Teressa Lee 

 

2 May 1970 F Granville Jessie James Byrd 

Jr. 

Ruby Mae Upchurch 

Tovede Jessie 23 June 1969 M 

 

Granville Jessie James Byrd Ruby Mae Upchurch 

Margaret Ruth 10 Dec 1904 F Granville Walter Henry 

Upchurch 

Addie Ruth Barbee 

Upchurch 22 Oct 1916 F Granville W H Upchurch Havens Carroll 

Frances Marian Feb1918 F Granville C A Upchurch   Frances Reynolds 

Upchurch 13May1921 F Granville Oscar Upchurch Mary Clark 

Willie Berte 13 Feb 1923 F Granville W H Upchurch Frances Carroll 

Upchurch 1 Jan 1925 F Granville Oscar Upchurch   Mary Clark 

Maude 28 Apr 1928 F Granville Floyd Upchurch Mattie Bullock 

Upchurch 10 Jul 1931  Granville Floyd Upchurch Mary Bell Virginia 

Hicks 

Upchurch   26 Feb 1942 F Granville  Mabel Upchurch 

Jimmie Dorsey 15 Jun 1946 M Granville Roy Upchurch Beatrice Pettiford 

Roger Clifton 18 Mar 1944 M Granville   Roy Upchurch Beatrice Pettiford 

Ruby Mae 6 Jun 1949 F Granville Roy Upchurch Beatrice Pettiford 

Danny Clark 21Aug 1953 M Granville Roy Upchurch Beatrice Pettiford 

    

    

 

 

  



 

(24) See Cemetery Record – Inwood Baptist Church – Wake Co., NC – Rec’d 13DEC 

1996 

 Eleanor Upchurch Martin “Ellie” (EMU,II)b.1875 died Sep 1968 (RB, May 2016; 

She died June 1968)  

 

(25) EXTRACT RE:  

 

WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF INWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH, WAKE 

CO., NC – 

 A four page document given to RPU by Mrs. Sue Price (nee Nellie Sue Sanderford) on 

22OCT2007. Document  & this cover sheet placed in the Inwood Church File. This report 

consists of handwritten memories of Constance Strother spanning the period 1903-1974. 

Signed 26DEC1963with a postscript 2FEB1974. 

 The Women’s Group had various names at different times. Some even called it a 

“Gossiping Society”. 

 Original Meeting about 1903-1905. MAY ADAMS and her mother were 

secretary and treasurers. Members: The Upchurch Women (Lena U, Pat U, Maude U – 

possibly Aunt Ellie & Aunt Bessie), The Yates Family, The Perry Family, Mrs. 

A.F.Taylor,Sr. 

 Later key participants: Jessie Scott Taylor, Harriett Shearon, Mrs. H.P. 

Greene(who held meetings in her home) 

This very sketchy history of the “Women’s Auxillary” of Inwood Church shows it had a 

very tenuous existence. It would almost die  & then have a rebirth. In several eras the 

men were not sympathetic. Herman P. Greene being an exception. 

 An additional 3 pages are made a part of the Document – one = a picture of the 

Church built ca. 1935-1936 and-two pages=picture & names of 11 females- presumably 

post WWII who must have been members of the “Women’s Group” (Picture in Inwood 

History Book – processed earlier) 

 

(26) 

 

See Notes of RPU 1DEC2001 Visit to Edna Lois Upchurch 

 Uncle James and Aunt Ellie (Eleanor Marks Upchurch II ) rented the Dave Smith 

house in the Inwood Baptist Church area. 

 

(27) Additional information and photos provided by Rebecca Bradley, granddaughter of 

Eleanor Marks Upchurch II 





 




















