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Wormly R. Ray (1794-1822), wife Nancy
Gill, is said to have been the son of Nathan and
Elizabeth Kilgo (kilgor) Ray. Wormly and Nan-
cy were married in 1813 and Natan and Eliza-
beth in 1790. According to court records both
men were reported to have drowned in the
Neuse River on or about the first of January,
1822. Neither body was recovered and both
men died intestate.
After Elizabeth Ray received her one third

dower in Nathan’s estate the balance of his
property was divided between Wormly’s two
minor children, Buckner and Henry C. Ray,
Jesse Gill, the father of Mancy Ray, was ex-

. ecutor of both Wormly's and Nathan's estates
and was appointed guardian to Buckner and
Henry. - _

In 1837, Buckner Ray married Midda Lee
Lowry and they had three children; Zadock,
Aurora (Mrs. Jefferson Upchurch) and Lee
Hawkins (Mrs. John D.R. Allen). After Midda
Lee’s death Buckner married Jane Caroline
Grady in 1846. From that union eight children
survived, including; William, George W., Jim-
my R., Willis, Robert, Alfonza (Von), Mary
(Mrs. Eugene Penny) and Charles Buckner.
The family grew up on a farm in northern V}I_ake
County where the remains of an Indian civiliza-
tion were found. According to an archaeolo-
gist, many of the artifacts uncovered date back
over one thousand years.

The Charles B. Ray residence, later used by Raleigh City
Schools as its business office.

Charles Buckner Ray (1865-1934),

youngest child of Buckner and Jane Ray mar-

ried Mattie Pugh the daughter of James L.
Pugh, in 1889. After farming for several years,
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During the term of Gov. Kitchen, Charles
Ray's daughter, Dorothy was invited to a birth-
day party honoring the governor's daughter.
After the party Charles sent a liveried landau
carriage to the mansion to await the pleasure
of Dorothy Ray and friends.

The children of Chas. B. and Mattie Pugh -
Ray were; Hickman, May L., Dorothy C., Willa
M., Catherine S., Charles B., Jr. and Martha
Pugh (Mrs. J. Julian Carr).

Hickman Ray (1889-1925) was educated in
the Wake County Schools, Bigham Military
Academy in Asheville, The University of North
Carolina, and the University of Maryland

. School of Medicine. In 1917 he entered the
‘Army Medical Corps and in 1918, prior to

leaving for duty in France, he married Ethel F.
Thompson of Durham. Hickman and Ethel had
first met several years before while guests in
the home of Dr. Sanford W. Thompson at the
Falls of The Neuse.

The children of Hickman and Ethel Thomp-
son Ray are Hickman, Jr., of Raleigh and E.
Frances (Mrs. Theodore B. Pollard) of Charlot-
te. Hickman Ray, Jr. Received his education

from the Durham Public Schools, Fork Union
Military Academy and the University of North
Carolina. In 1942 he entered the Army Air
Force and served as a radio operator and tech-
nician in the South Pacific theatre.

After receiving his discharge in 1945 Hick-
man Ray, Jr. attended Kings Business College
and soon thereafter, he entered the employ of
R.L. Dresser, Inc. Among his many hobbies
were astronomy, pipe organ building and col-
lecting antiques.

Sources: Estate papers, court records, marriage
bends, Willa M. Ray and George W. Ray, II.

— Hickman Ray
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Charles moved to Raleigh, where, he became
superintendent of the Wake County Home. Lat-
er orf he founded the C.B. Ray Harness and
Carriage Co, which he operated until forced
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Nathan Ra

b: Abt. 1765

m: January 05, 1790

d: 1822 in the Neuse River

. il ViE SR ormley Rose Ray (27)

: ¥ b: 1794
m: December 24, 1513 in Wake County, NC
d: 1822 in the Neuse River

e 1)
- Elizabeth Kilgore
T, Nalhont L
) 2| Buckner Ray (62)
/—2‘ W &Y b: May 01, 1818 in Wake Co., NC
& m: December 12, 1846 in Wake County, NC e
Q & d: January 15, 1881 in Wake Co., NC ; ; o
Fact 1t m: (1) Midda Lee Lowry in 1837 David Gill
Fact 2: m: (2) Jane Caroline Grady in 1846 d: 1788 in Wake County, NC
I ﬁw*éw i s : Bk SRR Jesse Gill
2 : 5 : = : LA e m: October 26, 1792 in Wake County, NC S
- 7 . LUV J
% dea 2 ! . : . i, Daughter of John & Eliz. Mann
a, ] Fact 1: From Wake Co., NC

Nancy Ann Gill
d: Bel. 1871
Fact 1: m: Wormley Ray

Buckner Pace
b: Abt. 1740
d: 1811

Alfonzo Columbus Ray (84)

b: March 23, 1855

d: December 17, 1939 in Wake County, NC
Fact 1: m: (1) Ella Florence Gill, Dec. 30, 1879
Fact 2: m: (2) Alma G. Harrison, Jan. 6, 1914

Rateipg .
ﬂl"—- ‘&"1- : Ao Mark Grady
A m: November 25, 1821
7 d: Aft. 1851
Josiah Shipp II
WM b: Abt. 1693 in Essex Co., VA
d: 1739 in Caroline Co., VA
% 0 . G Jane Caroli :‘ilf;t_:::'dsﬁhippbcc NG
: : n Edgecombe Co.,
n wR. oo AT Lilah August 26, 1822 in North Carolina L Fact 1: Ownes land in Wake Co., NC

d: November 16, 1908
Fact 1: Mother of nine

1 Elizabeth
¥%| Martha "Patsey" Shipp =
. S : : Fact 1: m. Mark Grady Nov. 25, 1821 — =
EMN w)"\f’ 3 : #4 Robert Belvin
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December 12, 1846 Marriage Bond for Buckner Ray and Jane Caroline Grady, his second wife

State of North @éﬁ%"’@ﬁ%&é’%
;W_« Cé; OQT‘ﬁ-‘ l?qﬂ'«‘w’?
KNOW ALL MEN BY ’1‘IIE‘-}P PRESENTS, That we pj‘a @ /

ﬁj? rr D) W% ety L) @ >

are held andfirmly bound unto the State of North- Carolina, in the sum of Five Hund-rgzl FPounds,

current mouney, to be paid (o the said State, for which payment well and (raly to be made and
done, we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and adminis(rators, jointly and severally, firmly by

these presents.  Sealed with our seals, and dated this /2 day of @e@f* A.D. -18425

TUE CONDITION OF THE ABOVE OBLIGATION 15 suct, Thal whereas the above bounden
MZ«W ﬁz_)ﬂ//A hatli made application for a LICEN'SI for
a .ﬂLHL’PIJIIGL to be celebrated between him and t/d’///t_c/ é&ﬂ__&%\
of the county aforesaid : NOW, in case it shall not ag.nmu hiereafter, that theve i is any Tawlul
cause or impediment to obstruct the said® Jarriage, then the above obligation to be void

- olller\visé, to remain i full force and virtue.

*

- Sigued, sealed, and delivered in the presence of

CEHNERFNAKE

S /)7;%’0@//4 s, TR

AERENNE

A7 ," .nuxu;
@{&/Wr u’?é%ﬁ : SEAL. :

(Lo n NTer) o = [AJ:b. madoc]
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1865 Will of Buckner Ray

T Buuchrer Ry
§ the county of Wehe and State of North Gurolina being of

Jamdﬂuhdmcﬁaﬁf/ﬁmymmw/mafmwgz éa&mﬂu&w/ylé&mmg//g[ﬂg//
w@mﬁeﬂc& do- matke, constitute and ordain this my last will and Testament i

Ttem 7° /@wﬂm&aﬁr&wd&(/m&aﬁﬁwm howsoever and. to-
whomsoever owtng Af{yc{/w/* wz%ﬂy /me/'a/ exgberices é&/ﬁ(ua// out g[‘té&/mé ﬁwfzgzd‘/[éa:(}
WWWW@@}MWAMQ/W/M

Tiem & T lend to-my beloved wife, Jane G. R during her natural §fe my
entire Gstate both real and personal, including my Jtock, crop and prodice on fhand
WMM%MWW/MW/M éecorzac&aece&m{y, WC&JMWQ[WM
Q[Z/Z&m&a&mwmé&% mmwmﬁw‘ﬁﬁmmw@m
orto-defray any esbence she may incur- in froviding for- the proper support of herself and.
fmwwﬁwﬂwmgfﬂgpm
real and personal and every other species of broperty abbertaining to-my Sstate whick
WWW&WW&J#@MJQ#MMWW@W?M@[MW
M%JMWW&&/IWMWWWK/W% W@%&ézﬂ‘m/, T desire

Teerm A* F avish; it distinetly wndderstood thas my wish is; Hhas his gy bost Will
chilarer.

Tlem 8" T desire and do- hevely apppoint my beloved wiffas Suardiar to-raise

%m&mw&rs@zy@&mw&q&fxwmwwfd/” aﬁz(yng
M/&ﬁm%&ﬁwg/‘wmwwﬁm mda&éw/‘egamwm%&
&ma&%&éz&&?f%ﬂmgﬁmﬁzm&g[%&gm

%medmmﬁ&m%mww M%&*@/
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Buckner Ray died January 15, 1881 at the age of 62. A copy of his will is reproduced on page 23. Buckner
prepared his will on January 10, 1865 (prior to the conclusion of the Civil War) and after Buckner's death the will
was filed in the Wake County Probate Court on April 10, 1881. Buckner and Qargiillgcelebrated 34 years of
marriage and nine children. On May 26, 1908 at age 85, Caroline Rayfiled a Widow’s Application for a
Confederate Pension. At this time she lived near the Roger’s Store Post Office and was unable to personally appear
before the Wake County Pension Board in Raleigh. Her doctor attached the following note to her application:
“This is to certify that Mrs. Jane C. Ray/of Rogers Store, Wake County, N.C. is physically unable to go to Raleigh
on the 1% Monday in July 1908 and it is asked that her Application be considered in her absence.” Caroline’s
pension application was approved on July 27, 1908. Caroline survived her husband by 27 years and died
November 16, 1908 at the age of 86. This was less than four months after her widow’s pension was approved.
Buckner and Caroline fare buried side by side in a small family cemetery on property they owned. Their farmhouse
stood on the west side of Old Creedmoor Road approximately 3/4 of a mile north of Wake Forest Highway (North
Carolina State Route 98). A long driveway now leads to a new home on a lake where their well-preserved
tombstones are located in a stand of trees blanketed by periwinkle on the right near the end of the driveway. The
land containing this small Ray cemetery is no longer in the family. Buckner’s tombstone is inscribed “Blessed are
the dead who die in the Lord.”
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= Tombstone of C_ggLLngE second wife of
BucknerRay Carolme(1822 1908) motherof

Buckner in a stand of trees blanketed by
periwinkle on land they owned on Old
53 Creedmoor Road in Wake County, North
Carolina.
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Gt hy Three of the nine children of Buckner

Willis Ray (1859 - 1940)
Mary Ray Penny (1861 - )
Jimmy Ray (1852 - 1942)

. 8 front of Buckner Ray’s frame house that

1

i

dud s

* was located on Old Creedmoor Road
& near the home of his son, Von Ray. This
is the second home of Buckner Ray. It
» dates back to the Civil War and was
"~ destroyed by fire in the early 1940's.
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The family grew up on a farm in northern Wake County near the Rodgers Store Post Office. Artifacts of an Indian
civilization were found on the farm dating back over one thousand years.

Four of Buckner’s children (George, Robert, Willis and Mary) married children of the Penny family. The area
around Rodgers Store Post Office must have been a small farming community in the period just after the Civil War.

The 1850 Census reveals that Buckner Ray (known as Buck) was a farmer who owned real estate valued at $1,500.
The 1860 Census shows the value of his real estate had increased to $2,000 and his personal property had an
estimated value of $5,000. The 1870 Census indicates that the value of his real estate had declined by fifty percent
to $1,000 and the value of his personal property had declined by seventy percent to $1,500. This decline in assets
was probably due to the Civil War. Buckner Ray was 43 when the Civil War began. Buckner enlisted in the
Confederate Army on December 4, 1864 at age 46 and he served as a 2™ Lieutenant in Company K of the 6" North
Carolina Senior Reserves (Seventy Sixth Regiment).

Senior Reserves in North Carolina were composed of men between 45 and 50 years of age. The Fourth, Fifth and
Sixth Reserves were formed into the Second Brigade under the command of Colonel John F. Hoke., with
headquarters in Salisbury. At the beginning of the war, Hoke was Adjutant-General of North Carolina. At the
end of 1864, Buckner Ray’s Brigade was stationed at Salisbury (approximately 100 miles west of Raleigh, the State
Capital). This Brigade guarded prisoners, railroad bridges, and arrested deserters. The services performed were
indispensable and relieved other troops for service in the field. On some occasions there were fights with deserters
who were armed and, when banded together, made themselves a terror to certain neighborhoods. . It appears that
the only time Buckner Ray’s Brigade came in contact with the enemy was when Stoneman made his raid at
Salisbury to release Union prisoners. On March 4, 1865, Buckner Ray’s Brigade was no longer needed to guard
the prisoners at Salisbury and was ordered to High Point (40 miles northeast of Salisbury) and then placed in the
Seventh Congressional District to arrest deserters. The regimental headquarters was at Asheboro. On March 16®
the regiment was ordered to Greensboro. Upon the surrender of Confederate General Johnston, some members
of the Senior Reserves were officially released from service, but the majority returned home without ceremony.

According to family tradition, JM@@S a true heroine. During the later stages of the Civil War, armed
soldiers ordered Carolineto leave her home on Old Creedmoor Road. Their aim was to ransack the home in search
of food and valuables and then burn it to the ground. Caroline'fisked her life by refusing to leave her home, and
her courage saved the family farmhouse from destruction. The soldiers met their match in this strong willed woman
and left to plunder other property. It is not certain if these were Union soldiers or desperate Confederate deserters
fleeing advancing Union forces. This event probably occurred in early 1865 when Buckner was serving in the
Confederate Senior Reserves. At that time, Buckner and Carolinethad eight children at home ranging in age from
31017, and Carolin€\(age 42) was expecting their final child, Charles Buckner Ray, who was born in May of 1865.

Buckner Ray acquired six tracts of land totaling 605 acres during a twenty-two year period from 1840 to 1862 in
Wake County, North Carolina as summarized below. The total amount he paid for these 605 acres was $743
($1.23/acre).

PURCHASE
DATE ACREAGE PRICE SELLER LOCATION OF PROPERTY
: Jesse Gill South side of Neuse River on
APILG, 1840 110 Adres 4400 (Buckner Ray’s grandfather) the waters of Crooked Creek
. Adjacent to Bradfield and
May 10, 1848 100 Acres $ 200 Simmeon Lowery Parham property
Adjacent to property already
May 11, 1848 100 Acres $ 103 Robert Cannon owned by Buckner Ray
bavk Sty Wake County

Jan. 14, 1851 225 Ac-res Gift (Buckner Ray’s father-in-law)

The sheriff of Wake Co. sold this
Feb. 28, 1862 50 Acres $10 property at an auction to satisfy a
$650 debt of Mr. Sugg

Adjacent to property already
owned by Buckner Ray

Adjacent to the Mark Grady

Feb. 28, 1862 20 Acres $ 30 John A. and Clarisa Belvin property (Buckner Ray’s
father-in-law)
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Eight generations of Ray signatures are reproduced below starting with Nathan Ray (Circa 1765 - 1822).

Wormley Rose Ray (1794 - 1822) 0 A
Mﬁﬂ/{ ﬁ &7\ \l S Zuﬂ ~ e
Buckner Ray (1818 - 1881) Jane Caroline Ray/(1822 - 1908)
— A= ﬂlf‘\
Alfonzo Columbus Ray (1855 - 1939) FRewmtl Gk 4 Ella Florence Ray (1858 - 1910)

@c e® C . ’_?f% l o e || A eaclie F Leoan 22s

Alfonso Carroll Ray (1891 - 1969) ] | Berditer Nicholson Ray (1892 - 1969)
Elmer Carroll Ray (1917 - 1989) Mary Myers Ray (1918 -
(Mg Z/ \ et | @WW
William Carroll Ray (1943 - | Rose Ellen Ray (1945 -

Wt’,ﬁ/ “ | ww%z&?qaf

Cleveland Carroll Ray (1972- ) Waverly Carol Ray (1977 - )
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William Shipp ?

b: Abt. 1606 in England

d: Abt. 1657 in Norfolk Co., VA
Fact 1: Thought to be father of
Josiah and the first Shipp
immigrant to America

Mark Grady
m: November 25, 1821
d: Aft. 1851

Josiah Shipp
d: 1705 in Essex Co., VA

Josiah Shipp II
b: Abt. 1693 in Essex Co., VA
d: 1739 in Caroline Co., VA

Thomas Brooks
d: 1692 in York Co., VA
Fact 1: He was a carpenter

Elizabeth Brooks
b: Abt. 1662 in Essex Co., VA
d: Aft. 1699

Jane Caroline Grady (86) I\
: Angust 26, in No

Richard Shipp

d: 1778 in Edgecombe Co., NC

Carolina Fact 1: Owned land in Wake Co.,

m: December 12, 1846 in Wake
County, NC

d: November 16, 1908

Fact 1: Mother of nine

Tiller Shipp
m: January 23, 1787 in Wake
County, NC

2

Elizabeth
Robert Belvin

Martha "Patsey" Shipp
Fact 1: m. Mark Grady Nov. 25,
1821

Susama ____

d: 1699 in Essex Co., VA
Fact 1: Thomas Brooks was
Susana's third husband




] TRANE cArRoOLIVE GRANDY
O Frem . The Ry, ?M# i{ WeAe (o M QH’WWW} Aoy |999
Bo-drin Aa%fwgﬁ g bl ,(Z%Iéuoaf\,wf&%b_?ﬁ; f'q. 1

After Mic%da Lee’s death, Buckner married JW@ (Alfonzo Columbus Ray’s mother) on December
12, 1846 in Wake Qounty, N.C. Buckner was 28 and Caroline was 24. A copy of their marriage bond is attached
on page 19. Carglxné‘.&nd Buckner raised Buckner’s three children from his first marriage. When Buckner and
Car.olme';‘mar}'led in 1846, Charles was 8, Zadock was 5 and Lee was 2 years old. Buckner and Carolin€thad nine
additional children (seven sons and two daughters) as summarized below.

1. William Henry Ray * was born on September 13, 1847 and died at age 69 on January 15, 1917. William
married Nancy Thompson (1850-1932). William and Nancy had six children. Five have been
identified: Otis L. Ray (born in 1878), Joseph C. Ray (born in 1883), Hubert R. Ray (born in 1889),
Arthur and Jodie -- all sons. Otis was a physician and he was the attending doctor for his father,
William, and uncle, Robert, on their death certificates. Otis was a true “family doctor.”

2. Aurora Ray was born in 1849, married Jefferson Upchurch

3. George Washington Ray * was born on August 30, 1850 and died at age 76 on June 7, 1927. George
married Eudora Penny on September 3, 1874 in Wake County. In 1900, George was a census taker.
George and Eudora had seven children: Flora Caroline (1876), Jesse Knox (1877), Samuel Buckner
(1879), Minnie E. (1881), Macie D. (1884), Otho Clair (1886) and Eloise E. (1888). George and
Eudora owned property next to George’s younger brother, Alfonzo Columbus Ray. Their two story
frame farmhouse still stands at the intersection of Creedmoor Road and Old Creedmoor Road. Eudora
Penny Ray was born on October 2, 1852 and she died at age 87 on January 28, 1940. Jessie Knox Ray
(son of George and Eudora) was born on August 25, 1877 and he died at age 75 on June 5, 1953.
Jessie married Lola Green (1876-1942).

4. James R. Ray born on July 1, 1852 and died at age 90 on September 29, 1942 following a heart attack. The
1880 Census shows Jimmy, his wife Ida Rogers Ray, and one year old son (Walter G. Ray) living next
to his father, Buckner. Jimmy and Ida had five children (Walter and four daughters, Floy, Noye, Lola
and Annie). For the last 33 years of his life, Jimmy lived in Gorman (Durham County) where he was
engaged in the general merchandise business. Jimmy was a loyal member of the Gorman Baptist
Church.

5. Alfonzo Columbus Ray * (known as Von) was born March 23, 1855 and at age 24 he married Florence Gill
on December 30, 1879. Von and Florence had thirteen children. After the death of Florence, Von
(age 58) married Alma G. Harrison on January 6, 1914 and they had seven children. Seventeen of
Von’s twenty children were sons. Von died at age 84 on December 17, 1939.

6.  Robert Iverson Ray * was born on January 24, 1857 and he died at age 58 on March 19, 1915. Robert
married Eva Penny (1867-1958) on August 15, 1883. The 1900 census lists Robert as a grocer.
Robert and Eva had nine children. The names of eight of their children are: Vera E. (1886), Vallin
C. (male/1887), Iska C. (female/1889), Artee H. (female/1892), Beatrice Marie (1892), Ewart G.
(male/1898), William S. (1900), and Robert Latimer (1904). Artee and Beatrice were twin sisters.
Robert and Eva’s two story, white frame home still stands at the southwest corner of the intersection
of Old Creedmoor Road and Norwood Road.

7. Willis S. Ray born in 1859. Willis’ first wife was Ada Penny and they had three children (Jessie, Madge
and Ardelle). Willis and his second wife, Corrina Homes, had no children. A 1933 survey of the
231.5 acre farm owned by Alfonzo Columbus (Von) Ray shows W.S. Ray as an adjacent property
owner. This may be Willis who lived until about 1940.

8. Mary C. Ray was born in 1861, married Eugene Penny and they had three children: Ola, Carmel (a son) and
Sybil. Mary was the last surviving child of Buckner Ray. When her brother, Jimmy, died in 1942,
Mary was 81 years old residing in Cary, North Carolina.

9. Charles Buckner Ray born in May 1865 and he married Mattie Pugh in 1889. Charles and Mattie had seven
children (Dr. Hickman Ray, Mary, Dottie, Willa, Catherine, Charles, and Martha). Charles died in
1934 at age 69. After farming for several years, Charles Buckner Ray moved to Raleigh and founded
the C.B. Ray Harness and Carriage Company. Details of this company are contained on page 25,

*  William, George, Von, and Robert are buried with their wives and other family members in the cemetery of
the New Bethel Baptist Church located near the intersection of Creedmoor Road and Old Creedmoor Road in
Wake County approximately half way between Wake Forest and Durham. The white frame church is over 100
years old and ceased being used for worship around 1994. The parishioners relocated to a new church,
Wakeminster Baptist Church at the intersection of Routes 50 (Creedmoor Road) and 98 (Durham Road).






