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7 LY , »7 S For some years the upkeep of the parsonage had proved to be costly.

¢ / In the meeting of the deacons on December 3, 1985, Elizabeth Lassiter
raised the question of “purchasing Perry property next to the church rather
than spending a lot of money on the presently owned parsonage.” At the
next meeting (January 7, 1986) Willis Harris was asked to contact the
owner to discover whether the property was available. The matter moved
rapidly, and the owner met with the deacons at their next meeting (Febru-
ary 4, 1986). The minutes state:

Mr. Perry later met with the deacon board to discuss the possibility of the
church purchasing property from him. Mr. Perry also told the board that
the property that his father, Alton O. Perry, had wanted to give to the
church some years ago and could not due to stipulations in HIS father’s,
Miley Perry'§ will, had not been deeded to the church and that the deed
only needed to be signed for the transaction to be finalized. Mr. Perry also
informed the board that he had an appraisal done on the house, utility
building and land that the church is interested in purchasing. He would
like for the church to have its own appraisal done and then we would
consider the price. He also stated that he would like to give a gift to the
church. Mr. Perry is also interested in buying the present parsonage and
the land that goes with it. He said there would be no problem if the church
wanted to l?éep the present parsonage, but that he would like the first
option on the property if the church should decide to sell it. The deacon
board agreed to have an appraisal done on the Perry property and on the
parsonage property. CQArFAv €p
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At the church conference a week later (February 12, 1986), the deacons
recommended the purchase of the Perry property, “which consists of 2.07
acres of land, a one story brick house and a one story metal office and
warehouse building,” at a cost of $230,500, and the sale of the parsonage
to Mr. Perry for $70,000. So that the congregation would have plenty of
time to think about and to discuss the proposal, action was deferred until
a called church conference one week later.

There was opposition to the proposal. At the called church confer-
ence on March 16, 1986, a substitute motion was passed asking that “a
committee be elected to investigate the options available to our body and
presented to our congregation 30 days later.” The properties and space
committee, the finance committee, one trustee, and the chairman of
the board of deacons were appointed to make this investigation. Their
report, presented at the conference on April 25, was carefully written and
attractively presented. After describing all options and estimating the cost
of each, the report concluded with a recommendation that the original
motion be approved. Finally, on May 4, by a vote of 102 to 27, the congre-
gation approved the transaction. The deal was quickly completed, a loan
was negotiated to pay for it, and appeals were made for pledges for the
payment of that loan. Within weeks the pastor and his family had moved
into the house, and the young people began to use space in the metal
building for recreational activities. A year later Albert and Bryan Perry
donated to the church another tract of land adjacent to the church prop-
erty.
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e Perry, Alton O. Jr., b. 15 Aug 1943, d. 24 Jun 1954
L Perry, Alton Owen, b. 17 Jul 1904, d. 2 Jui 1982
Perry, Bessie U., b. 1872, d. 1962 -
- Perry, Lottie D., b. 9 Apr 1921, d. 7?72
o Perry, Miley,:b. 1876 d. 1929
Perry, Nancy D., b. 1855, d. 1935
Perry, Percy B., b 14 Mar 1906, d. 8 Jul 1991 =

o Perry, William Dean, b. 24 Feb 1946, d. 24 Nov 1965, "Billy"

o Tilley, Lena Perry, b. 1907, 4. 1998
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Nathaniel Perry was one of the 7 brothers
who came from Virginia (probably Brunswick
County) into old Granville County NC by 1752
when he was first listed in Granville County tax
records a 1 tithe (meaning he was over 21
years old). He was the second eldest of the
brothers, William being the eldest. (The parents
of the 7 Perry brothers are not proven; it is
unlikely that Phillip Perry was the father as

Redden Perry, 6-22-1852 to 4-9-1924, Franklin Co., NC

none of the children named children or grand-
children Philip.) By 1759, he was listed in these
tax records with his son, Isom, who had to be
over 21 to be listed. Later records indicate that
Nathaniel was born before 1721, In 1760, he
purchased 200 acres in present-day Franklin
County on Crooked Creek. (When all the 7
brothers bought their original land in present-
day Franklin County all the land touched each
other except possibly Joshua's, whose land
was in the northeast corner of the county.)
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~ Nathaniel Perry married, but his wife's name
is not proven. Although tradition has it that his
wife was Rebecca, she is not named in his will,
and Rebecca Perry outlived Nathaniel; it is like-
ly she was a daughter, not his wife.

Nathaniel also had children that were not
named in his will (written 8/25/1790 and pro-
bated in September Court 1790). The tax
records and his will prove that he had at least
the following children: Isham or Isom, Ephraim,
Simon, Sarah (married a Taylor), Drury, and
Mary (married Thomas Sanders). (Note the
1790 census records are off slightly on the
ages of the children in relation to the tax
records.) Nathaniel died in 1790 leaving a will
and naming sons Ephraim and Drury as co-
executors. Isham and Simon are not named in
the will, but that frequently happened when the
testator had already given that child his portion
of the estate, usually at marriage. Simon (and
probably his brother, Isham) had their own
Franklin Co. household on the 1790 census.
(Note: interactions with the Sanders family
occurred only with brother Nathaniel Perry's
family and help distinguish between Perry
brothers descendants.) Nathaniel's 1790 cen-

Miley Perry, 5-7-1876 to 9-29-1929, Wake Co., NC

L paTLEY ALBERT PERRY
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sus record shows 3 males under 16 in hig
household. The author and researcher of thig
article believes two of these sons were James
Perry and Nathaniel Perry, both of whom
moved into Little River District of Wake Co. but
retained their Franklin Co. land until their
deaths.

It is extremely likely that Isham or Simon or
both had children before their death. Simon
obtained land in 1786 (100 acres from the state
of NC) on the waters of Cypress Creek. He also
is listed in the 1790 census, but then we cannot
find any additional records of him. The author
and researcher of this article believes he was
the father of Benjamin Perry, below.

Benjamin Perry was born about 1778 proba-
bly in Bute County as Franklin was formed the
following year. He married Nancy (sur-
name unknown), and they bought 40 acres of
land May 28, 1803, from James Perry (of
Franklin Co. and Wake Co.). Benjamin and
Nancy had the following children: Elizabeth,
Abraham, Wilson, Isham, Kimbrough, and
Lloyd Bryant. In 1817, Nancy starts paying the
taxes on the land, most likely indicating that
Benjamin had died (he does not show up in
records again after this date). Wilson later
begins paying the taxes on this land; October
16.1843, all the children soid this land to
Ephraim Perry, son of James (from whom
Benjamin had bought the land). _

Descendants of this family had extensive
interactions with James Perry of Franklin Co.
and Little River District Wake County and
Nathaniel Perry.

Wilson was born about 1814. He marrigg
Amanda Carter, January 10, 1837, in Franklin
Co. Their children were Mitian, Jane, Penning
Burrell, Redden, Green, and John. Redden was
born, June 22, 1852, in Franklin Co. He marrieq
Mancy Helen Denton, July 22, 1875, in Franklin
Co. at her mother's house {Cynthia Denton).
Redden's and Mancy's children were Miley,
Roxanna, Festus, Martha Rae, and Louisa,
Miley was born, May 7, 1876 on a farm owned
by his father, Redden. This farm was located in
Neuse Township, Wake County. After several
moves to different farms they settled on a small
farm in Saint Mary's Township, in Auburn, N.C.
In about 1900, Miley moved to the Swift Creek
area of Wake County renting a 169 acre farm.
The following year he purchased this farm. He
then met and married Bessie Estille Upchurch
(daughter of Bartley Jefferson Upchurch and
Aurora Olanda Ray) on December 19, 1900 in
Wake County. (Note: Bartley Jefferson
Upchurch and Aurora Ray married in northern
Wake County but moved in 1870 to Swift Creek
Township, Wake County.) In later years, he
bought two more farms. Miley was diversified in
his farming operation, cotton being his main
crop.

'Ighe children of Miley and Bessie were:
Clyde Mancy, Alton Owen, Percy Barrett, Lena
Upchurch and Frances Lane. Alton Owen Perry
was my father. He was born July 17, 1904. He
married Anne Elizabeth Bryan, November 26,
1942. He was a cotton buyer for L.M. Parker
and Company and a dairy farmer until his death
on July 2, 1982. | married Nancy Belle Allison:
we have twe children, Allison Banks and Alton

Owen Perry, Il

Submitted by: Miley A. (Monk) Perry. Raleigh. NC 27603
Researched by: Carla Tate

Sources: Federal Census, NC Dept. of Archives, and
Personal Knowledge
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