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Unfortunately, we are still unable to learn much about the work of the
PC‘: 5"’ women of the church. Throughout this period it was only men who par-
ticipated actively in the church conferences, and it was only men who
held church office. From the beginning women did serve as “missions col-
lectors”—Sarah Murray, Marie Smith, Mary Laurence, Lena Upchurch,
and Lizzie Taylor were named in the early years of the 20" century. In
1902 two women, Anna Yates and Lena Upchurch, were appointed to serve
along with B. B. Wilson “to raise money and see to improving the church.”
And women apparently were the musicians for the church—Constance
Strother was elected Sunday School pianist in January, 1925. So far as we
have been able to discover, the first time a woman was elected to any
church office was March 23, 1918, when “Mrs. E. L. Shearon [was] elected
treasurer of the church building fund. She reported $16.00 as a nucleus.”
This is the earliest record of 2 woman “reporting”—or speaking at all, for
that matter—in church conference. This was two years before the ratifi-
cation of the 18" amendment to the Constitution of the United States
giving women the right to vote! And more history was made when, on
October 28, 1928, Mrs. G. C. Strother (nee gl_v_d_e_ﬂexxy’,ﬂ\vas the first
woman whom Inwood elected a delegate to a meeting of the Association.




MANCY Yo PEARY
() LvIne SoNES edToug of fuasood Bop¥ Clunch 2500 9485 & NC

Both Mr. and M George Strother were frequent delegates to the
P G b 8 Association and held elective offices in the Sunday School. For many years
Mrs. Strothefiwas pianist for the adult Sunday School. In 1932 she served
on a committee considering the withdrawal of fellowship from a female
member of the congregation. Mr. Strother was church treasurer, and at
times from his own funds he supplemented the church offering so that the
minister’s salary could be paid. In 1934 he was named to the committee
appointed to nominate a new deacon. He was particularly active on the
building committee following the fire in 1934. In 1938 he replaced R. E. L.
Greene as Superintendent of the Sunday School.
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SEATED (LEFT TO RIGHT): Ruby Davis, Edna Upchurch, Jesse Morris', Mrs. R. W.
King, Constance Strother, Clare Scott Johnson, J. Baxter Johnson, Mollie F}ampbe'll,
Celeste Penny. MIDDLE ROW: Sallkie Atkins, Lois Jeffreys, Mrs. Jessie Morn‘?,
George Strother, Clyde Strother, Mrs. Myers, Mimi Smith, Jean Taylor, M. rs.-Jgnnze
Scott (A. F.) Taylor, Frances (Mrs. Harold) Wilson, Agnes Taylor Grant, Elm‘abe.th
Lassiter. BACK ROW: J. R. (Rand) Jeffreys, Ruby Hilliard, Colene (Mrs. Ir“vm)
Morris, Irvin Morris, Morris Jackson (Pastor), Jo (Mrs. James) Jeffreys, Aileen
Medlin, Marie Taylor Dixon, Percy Perry.

PG’ 1y q Of course there were others who served in leadership positions—Ilong-
time members and newcomers. Marie Taylor Dixon, Carol Medlin Hardee,
Idalia Bennett, Mrs. G. C. Strothef; and Elizabeth Lassiter served as or-
ganists and pianists. Dozens of others participated in the music program
of the church. Seventeen persons other than those named served as dea-
cons. Scores were on committees, and scores taught in the Sunday School,
worked in the Training Union, participated in the activities of the W.M.U.,
And there were untold numbers who participated without holding office. |
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The beaunful flowers at the altar last Sunday in memory of Harold Wilson and Clyde Strother certainly did the
trick on bringing those folks to mind. One of the things so unforgettable is how families used to visit each other years
ago, and I wish there was more of that today. We would visit the Wilson’s on Sunday afternoon, and my little brother,
Allan Roy Lineberry and I would have such fun with Harold, Jr. and Margaret; and my sister Carolyn, and
Evelyn Wilson, who were about the same age, could always find something to laugh about and mischief to get into.
was proud to get the chance to give Mrs. Frances a big hug on Sunday! And Clyde and George Strother were very
instrumental in the formation of my young life. I used to say, “When I grow up, I'll have a husband who will put his
arm around me in church and give me a little hug, like Mr. George does Mrs. Clyde all the time.” :

At Christmas time, Mr. George Strother and his brothers, Len and Percy, along with other elders of the church,
would have little bags of goodies for each child ~ each person in the church: an orange, an apple, little candies and
lolhipops. Every time I smell oranges, it brings that happy time to me all over again. We would go and visit Mr. Percy
and Mrs. Mynette Strother; they had wonderful grapevines, and they invited us to share. Mr. Percy would take us
children out to see his mules. My dad was so fond of Mr. Percy that he had planned to name me after him, had I been
a son rather than a daughter. And we loved to visit Miss Constance Strother and her brother, Len, who was Church
Clerk for as long as I could remember. Miss Constance had some special magic magnetic Scottie dogs she would let
us play with; when you put a piece of paper between the magnets, you could make one Scottie follow the other
(upside down) all over the paper! She was my mother’s Sunday School teacher for years, and many of the ladies of
the church would come to our house for Sunday School class meetings. It was up to me to serve them refreshments.
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