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REMOVAL OF GRAVES CERTIFICATE

WAKE COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING

All questions regarding removal of graves start with the Wake County Planning and
Zoning Department. Refer clients to Brenda Coats. Environmental Services, Kent
Daeke, R.S., is involved with the graves after the applicant has met with a Zoning
Representative. Environmental Services is required to witness the removal and site
the new grave in accordance with setbacks to well and septic area.

Brenda Coats
919-856-6215

Wa‘_rerly Aikens OfﬁceiBuilding
Room 116G

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Where do I get the Removal of Graves Certificate forms? (Wake County Register of
Deeds)

I recently went to our family cemetery to visit my Aunt and Uncle. There is a
subdivision of new homes there. The cemetery has been moved. Can you tell me
where they were moved? (Removal of Graves Certificate filed at Wake County Register
of Deeds)

Received a call from a police officer regarding burying fetal remains at home.
(Wake County Planning and Zoning)

Can I bury my husband in our back yard?
(Wake County Planning and Zoning)

BURIAL REGULATIONS

The Wake County Board of Commissioners amended the county code to strengthen
burial regulations in unincorporated areas. The regulations require the locations of
new family burial grounds be recorded with the County Zoning Administrator. Burial
grounds cannot be within 100 feet of water supplies, must be located at least 50 feet
from adjacent property not used for burials and that graves must be at least 20 feet
from road right-of-ways



