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Dorothy Etheridge was married to William Henderson Jeffreys for 23 years. That union,

lasting from 1902 until 1923, produced 12 children. In attempting to trace her heritage, one is

confronted with a collection of records that are sometimes as difficult to find as they are to

interpret.

A good starting point for a narrative on Dorothy Etheridge would be to establish a date

of birth. But one immediately runs into an abundance of contradictory evidence and claims. The

license issued for Dorothy’s 11 Nov 1902 marriage to W.H.Jeffreys (Jefferys)* shows her age as

being 18. If this were true, then her year of birth would be around 1884. This year is supported

by the 1900 US Census, which gives her birth as Oct 1884. But the 1910 US Census, taken 8

years later, seems to show her age as 22. That would suggest circa 1888 for her birth year. A

1920 census lists W.H. Jeffreys’ wife Dortha as being 16 years of age. This record suggests an

error on the part of the census taker, as will be discussed later. Another possibility, as provided

by her husband on Dorothy Etheridge’s 18 Jan 1925 death certificate, is May of 1887. And

finally to compound the confusion, her cemetery marker at Knightdale Cemetery in Franklin,

NC, lists her birth date as being March 15 of that same year. The mystery surrounding

Dorothy’s date of birth, as with other aspects of her life, may be difficult to resolve.

Dorothy first appears on a US Census taken in St. Mathews Township, Wake, NC in June

of 1900. Members of the household are as follows:

1. H. Knight, head, age 56

2. Bettie Knight, wife, age 27

3. C M Knight, daughter, age 5

4. M E Knight, daughter, age 4

5. Rachel Knight, daughter, age

2

6. Henry Rufus Knight, son, age

8 mths

7. W T Knight, brother, age 55
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8. C T Knight, brother, age 53

9. M H Knight, sister, age 36

10. Becky Ethridge, servant, age

55

11. Dott Ethridge, servant, age 15

Just over two years later, on November 11, 1902, W.H. (Willie), son of A.P. and Jennie

Jeffreys married Dorothy, daughter of (?) Etheridge (Ethridge)* and Rebecca Etheridge, His age

is given as 25 and hers as 18. They married in St. Mathews Township, Wake County, North

Carolina. The marriage ceremony was conducted by a Justice of the Peace at the residence of

H.H. Knight. From all indications, it appears that Rebecca is the Becky mentioned in the 1900

census, and that she is the mother of Dorothy

In the US Census of 1910, the household of W.H. Jefferyes’ (St. Mathews, Wake, North

Carolina) included:

1. Willie, head, age 34

2. Dorthey, wife, age 22 (29?)

3. Annie, daughter, age 6

4. Mamie, daughter, age 5

5. Bessie, daughter, age 3

6. Willie R., daughter, age 2

7. Baby, age 0

8. Rebecca Eartherige*, head, age

70

In the 1920 US Census, the household of Willie Jeffers (Rosville Road, St. Mathews, Wake,

North Carolina) shows the following members:

1. Willie, head, age 45

2. Dortha, wife, age 16 (note: age

appears to be improperly transcribed)

3. Annie, daughter, age 14

4. Mammie, daughter, daughter, age 13

5. Bessie, daughter, age 12

6. Willie Jr., son, age 10

7. Lenor, daughter, age 8

8. Alexander, son, age 5

9. Cathuline, daughter, age 4
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10. Randolph, son, age 2

11. Ruth, (daughter??) age 28

12. Rebbeca Etheridge, mother, age 78

In looking at the 1920 census, one is struck by the strong possibility of confusion on the part of

the census taker. Annie should be 16, Mammie 14, Bessie 13 and so on. Did the census taker fail

to line up the names on the census form with the correct ages? If you compare this census with

the one taken in 1910, it appears likely that he did.

On 18 Jan 1925, Dorothy passed away. On her death certificate, her father’s name is

given as Henry Etheridge and her mother is listed as Rebecca. Rebecca would pass on two years

later on 24 Dec 1927. It would be appropriate at this time to trace the possible heritage of

Rebecca.

According to her death certificate, Rebecca’s age at death was 87. She was buried at

Knightdale Cemetery, a final resting spot for many members of the Jeffreys family. Her name is

found on a marker at that cemetery between the names of her daughter and son-in-law. Her

marker gives a date of birth of 6 May 1841. The death certificate goes on to describe Rebecca as

being a widow, although evidence for a husband, other than a reference to a Henry Etheridge on

Dorothy’s death certificate, has yet to be located or established.

As seen earlier, Rebecca appeared in both the 1910 and 1920 US Censuses as a member

of W.H. (Willie) Jeffreys’ household. Dorothy and she also appeared in the 1900 census as living

in the household of H. Knight.

In 1880 we find a Rebecca Etheridge (age 35) living in the household of Soloman and

Harriet Brown in Wake County, NC. Also listed is Cora L. Etheridge, age 7. The census goes

on to describe Cora as afflicted with “fits”. No other listing for Cora has yet to be found.
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Marks Creek Township, Wake County, NC 14 June 1880

1. Brown, Soloman, head, age 72

2. --------, Harriet, wife, age 63

3. Etheridge, Rebecca, housekeeper, age 35

4. ------------, Cora L, age 7

A 13 year old Rebecca Etheridge appears in the household of Michael and Emily

Etheridge of Wake County, NC in the 1860 census. It is possible that this Rebecca is the same as

the one in the Brown household of 1880. Wake County borders Franklin County and Rebecca’s

age difference (13 to 35) over the passage of twenty years would not preclude this from being a

match.

Dunn’s District, Franklin County, NC 1 Aug 1860

1. Ethridge, Michael, age 47

2. ----------, Emily, age 46

3. ----------, Henry, age 19

4. ----------, Rebecca, age 13

5. ----------, Elizabeth, age 12

6. ----------, William, age 9

7. ----------, Pattie, age 8

Ten years earlier, he household of Michael Etheridge appeared in the 1850 census.

Duns District, Franklin County, NC 16 July 1850

1. Etheridge, Micheal, age 35

2. ------------, Emily, age 34

3. ------------, Henry, age 6
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4. -------------, Bicky, age 42

5. -------------, William, age 9 months

6. -------------, Elizabeth, age 85

It is reasonable, almost certain, that the Bicky in the 1850 census is the same as the Rebecca of

the 1860 census. What is not certain, and needing of further examination, is the certainty that the

Rebecca of 1880 and beyond is the daughter of Michael Etheridge of Franklin County. If we can

establish this as fact, then we can look at Michael Etheridge and his life, including his role in the

Civil War.

In conclusion, this seems to be the status of Dorothy Etheridge as of 15 Mar 2016.

1. She was married to William Henderson Jeffreys from 1902 until her death in 1925.

Together, they had 12 children.

2. Dorothy’s mother is Rebecca Etheridge. She was born circa 1841 and died on 24 Dec

1927. Rebecca, Dorothy, and William Henderson Jeffreys are all buried in

Knightdale Cemetery in Wake County, NC.

3. Rebecca Etheridge may be the daughter of Michael Etheridge of Dunn’s Township,

NC. If so, then more work will be unveiled regarding Michael.

An Etheridge family tree, which includes the relationship between Rebecca and Michael

Etheridge, is available on ancestry.com. Comments, suggestions, and corrections are always

appreciated. Please direct them to jaycbuck@gmail.com.



Ancestors of Dorothy Etheridge

Generation 1

Dorothy Etheridge, daughter of Rebecca Etheridge was born in 1887 in North Carolina (According
to Find A Grave and marker in Knightdale Cemetery, Dorothy's DOB is March 15, 1887. More 
research is needed in this area.). She died on 18 Jan 1925 in Wake County, North Carolina, USA. 
She married William Henderson Jeffreys on 12 Nov 1902 in Wake, North Carolina, USA. He was 
born on 11 Jun 1874 in North Carolina. He died on 09 Oct 1960 in Raleigh, Wake, North Carolina, 
USA. 

1.

Generation 2

Rebecca Etheridge, daughter of Michael Etheridge and Emily Whitley was born on 06 May 1841 
in North Carolina. She died on 24 Dec 1927 in St. Mathews, Wake, North Carolina.

3.

Generation 3

Michael Etheridge was born in 1813 in North Carolina, USA. He died about 1873 in North 
Carolina, USA. He married Emily Whitley on 12 Oct 1841 in Nash, North Carolina, USA.

6.

Emily Whitley was born in Nash Co., N.C..7.

Emily Whitley and Michael Etheridge had the following children:

i. Henry Etheridge, son of Michael Etheridge and Emily Whitley was born on 11 Aug 
1839 in North Carolina, USA. He died on 15 Feb 1921 in Dunn, Franklin, North 
Carolina. He married Helen Etheridge.  She was born on 20 Apr 1850. She died on 
26 Mar 1925. 

3. ii. Rebecca Etheridge, daughter of Michael Etheridge and Emily Whitley was born on 
06 May 1841 in North Carolina. She died on 24 Dec 1927 in St. Mathews, Wake, 
North Carolina.
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