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‘/ Dear Cousin Phillip,

ol
(

wRerc (

T0

THEM \
JoL |/

20~

I hope you had a pleasant and profitable time in the UK. David Ransome has
recently written to me and sent a copy of the draft NZ Upchurch tree which I was
very pleased with. I hadn’t realised that he had so little information on my husband’s
line so I have sent copies of the data I sent you earlier on in the year.

" With regards to the placement of the Upchurch Bulletin the NZSOG has just opened

a Family Research Centre in Auckland. The centre is now home to a number of the
society’s resources that had previously been scattered around the country and they
may be interested in taking the sets. Their address is 159, Queens Road, Panmure,

‘. Auckland, NZ.

4.\ I have included with this letter copies of Robert’s descendants which were put
A+n together by Trudie Geerkins nee Upchurch. We have only recently become aware of
A+, each other and she has kindly written up and sent me her research. It is interesting

o+ 0 P =

that her side knew Robert as Albert.

I realise that it does seem odd that James and Maria Castle were married in 1914, 1

~1 ¢ should have explained why that happened when I sent Colin’s family tree, otherwise

it just looks as if I have made an error. I have included James & Maria’s history with

| this letter.

O+ A+ A T have sent copies of Trudie’s research to David and the following is an extract from
© 10 the letter I sent him answering a few of his queries:

—

We believe that James joined his sons in New Zealand about 1886, according to his
death cert he had been in NZ for 26yrs when he died in 1912. I couldn’t find him in
the shipping list at the National Archives as his fare must have been paid privately,
which is supported by family oral history on Joseph’s side.

I am not sure what year James was born, he was baptised with his sister Lucy, 21
Sept 1828 at Huntingdon. Working from the ages given in the census James’ est.,
DOB. is 1825 (1851 census). From his death cert. est., DOB is 1823 ( which I think
is too early) there is a five year gap between the baptisms of Thomas in 1823 and
James in 1828. I wonder if the parents waited hoping to baptise James at St Neots as
they did with his younger sister Betsy in 1830. (I have included a family chart of
Betsy Upchurch and her husband William Yeardye researched by S. Wise)
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2
[ must admit that I have no real evidence the James in Hackney, 1881 is our James’
father other than circumstantial evidence. On the shipping list James jnr gives his
place of origin as Middlesex, in 1881 his uncle Joseph, (plumber) is married and living
in Hammersmith, London and his aunt Caroline is living with the family. James’
cousin, (also James, son of Thomas & Mary Ann Coe) although back in Huntingdon
had been in London long enough to have had two daughters born in Chelsea between
1874-78. Not concrete evidence I admit, I should really try and find the family in the
1871 census, London is so huge that I have put it off. I see what you mean about the
other James in the 1881 census and it should really be checked out. There is a Sarah
Upchurch bapt Eaton Socon 25 April 1847 daughter of James and Sarah Upchurch, is
she the daughter of James son of John and Elizabeth (nee Teat)?

I haven’t found a death record for James’” mother Ann Upchurch (Hutchcroft) in
Huntingdon, but there is a Ann Upchurch who died Greenwich, age 69 Sept Qtr 1879.
1d 483. Ann was born in 1816 not 1810 but as she has never given her correct age as
far as I can see I don’t think that is an issue. Margaret has told me that her
grandfather, Joseph went to a Bluecoat School, there is one in Greenwich which is
another reason I think she will prove to be James snr’s wife.

-

/

[ As far as Sarah, James’ sister is concerned I have had no luck finding a marriage in the
> UK vital records and no sign of a death certificate here, I think she will be a hard one
to crack but she may show up on the 1871 census if we can find her father James.

o <
) Best wishes
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Maria was born 13th August 1838 in Gt Mongeham, Kent, England She was the
youngest of six children born to John and Maria Castle (nee Farrier). On the 19th
Nov 1839 John sailed with his family as servant to the Rev Churton aboard the
“Bolton”. “She was a slow craft and didn’t reach Port Nicholson (Wellington) until
30th April 1840. All the Bolton’s passengers were landed at Thorndon beach where
the majority of them lived in primitive shanties known as Bolton Row until they
could build themselves something more substantial.”"

In February 1857 a licence was granted for Maria Castle aged eighteen and six months
to marry John Wilson, mariner, aged 33yrs. They were married at the private
residence of the Rev., Harry Grein. in Wellington?

By 1865 Maria was a widow with no children, she married Joshua Clapham
(bachelor), 23rd July 1865 at the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Sidney St,
Wellington.>*

In the 1865-66 electoral roll Joshua Clapham’s address is Thorndon Quay, Wellington

The first child of this marriage was Joshua in 1866, followed by William Henry,
Frank, Francis and then Helen who was bomn in 1875.

James Upchurch arrived in Wellington on the “Helen Denny” in 1873 at the age of 21
and I can find no trace of him in the electoral rolls during his early years in NZ. How
or when James met Maria is unknown and whether Maria had been abandoned by her
husband or left him for James is speculation but we do know that James raised the
children by Maria’s previous marriage and Colin’s father Allan told us that Edward
didn’t realise his brothers had a different father until he was quite old. In fact the
boy’s did keep their fathers name of Clapham and Colin’s father Allan stayed with
his cousin Jack Clapham in London when he visited in 1936.

I do have a suspicion that Helen Clapham born in 1875 is in fact James’ daughter.
The reason I think this is two fold; children were often named after the boat a settler
had come out on and on James’ death cert surviving children are given as two boys
and one daughter. There are three known sons of James and Maria; Robert born 1876,
Edward born 1879 and James born 1881 but who died the following year. All three
children were born in Christchurch, in the South Island of New Zealand but their
births were never registered and only James appears to have been baptised.

Joshua Clapham died 12 Dec 1913 aged 89 years in Wellington. On the death
certificate the name of his wife is given as Maria Castles, living issue; four males and
one female. Maria was now free to marry James which they did in Palmerston North,
9th February 1914 at the registrars office. James gave his age as 60 and Maria as 65

! White wings, Sir Henry Brett

> Intentions to marry

* Intentions to marry

* Christchurch parish index, Christchurch Library



(only 11 yrs out). James gives his status as a bachelor and Maria as a widow. The /
marriage was witnessed by A Clapham and F Clapham.’ @

Maria died of bronchitis/heart failure at Wellington Hospital on 12 June 1918.

James married Sarah Jane Taylor in 1920, and died 27 July 1924 in Wellington.®

* Marriage certificate #282
¢ Death certificates of James & Maria
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We believe that James joined his sons in New Zealand about 1886, according to his
death cert he had been in NZ for 26yrs when he died in 1912. I couldn’t find him in
the shipping list at the National Archives as his fare must have been paid privately,

which is supported by family oral history on Joseph’s side. o
I am not sure what year James was born, he was baptised with his sister Lucy, 21

Sept 1828 at Huntingdon. Working from the ages given in the census James’ est.,
DOB. is 1825 (1851 census). From his death cert. est., DOB is 1823 ( which I think
is too early) there is a five year gap between the baptisms of Thomas in 1823 and
James in 1828. I wonder if the parents waited hoping to baptise James at St Neots as
they did with his younger sister Betsy in 1830. (I have included a family chart of
Betsy Upchurch and her husband William Yeardye researched by S. Wise)



I must admit that I have no real evidence the James in Hackney, 1881 is our James’
father other than circumstantial evidence. On the shipping list James jnr gives his
place of origin as Middlesex, in 1881 his uncle Joseph, (plumber) is married and living
in Hammersmith, London and his aunt Caroline is living with the family. James’
cousin, (also James, son of Thomas & Mary Ann Coe) although back in Huntingdon
had been in London long enough to have had two daughters born in Chelsea between
1874-78. Not concrete evidence I admit, I should really try and find the family in the
1871 census, London is so huge that I have put it off. I see what you mean about the
other James in the 1881 census and it should really be checked out. There is a Sarah
Upchurch bapt Eaton Socon 25 April 1847 daughter of James and Sarah Upchurch, is
she the daughter of James son of John and Elizabeth (nee Teat)?

I haven’t found a death record for James’ mother Ann Upchurch (Hutchcroft) in
Huntingdon, but there is a Ann Upchurch who died Greenwich, age 69 Sept Qtr 1879.
1d 483. Ann was born in 1816 not 1810 but as she has never given her correct age as
far as I can see I don’t think that is an issue. Margaret has told me that her
grandfather, Joseph went to a Bluecoat School, there is one in Greenwich which is
another reason I think she will prove to be James snr’s wife.

Maria was bomn 13th August 1838 in Gt Mongeham, Kent, England. She was the
youngest of six children born to John and Maria Castle (nee Farrier). On the 19th
Nov 1839 John sailed with his family as servant to the Rev Churton aboard the
“Bolton”. “She was a slow craft and didn’t reach Port Nicholson (Wellington) until
30th April 1840. All the Bolton’s passengers were landed at Thorndon beach where
the majority of them lived in primitive shanties known as Bolton Row until they
could build themselves something more substantial.”!

In February 1857 a licence was granted for Maria Castle aged eighteen and six months
to marry John Wilson, mariner, aged 33yrs. They were married at the private

residence of the Rev., Harry Grein. in Wellington®
By 1865 Maria was a widow with no children, she mamed Joshua Clapham

(bachelor), 23rd July 1865 at the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Sidney St,
Wellington. 3¢

In the 1865-66 electoral roll Joshua Clapham’s address is Thorndon Quay, Wellington
The first child of this marriage was Joshua in 1866, followed by William Henry,
Frank. Francis and then Helen who was born in 1875.

James Upchurch amved in Wellington on the “Helen Denny” in 1873 at the age of 21
and I can find no trace of him in the electoral rolls during his early years in NZ. How
or when James met Maria is unknown and whether Maria had been abandoned by her
husband or left him for James is speculation but we do know that James raised the
children by Maria’s previous marriage and Colin’s father Allan told us that Edward
didn’t realise his brothers had a different father until he was quite old. In fact the
boy’s did keep their fathers name of Clapham and Colin’s father Allan stayed with

his cousin Jack Clapham in London when he visited in 1936.
I do have a suspicion that Helen Clapham born in 1875 is in fact James® daughter.

The reason I think this is two fold; children were often named afier the boat a settler
had come out on and on James® death cert surviving children are given as two boys
and one daughter. There are three known sons of James and Maria; Robert born 1876,
Edward born 1879 and James born 1881 but who died the following year. All three
children were bomn in Christchurch, in the South Island of New Zealand but their
births were never registered and only James appears to have been baptised.
Joshua Clapham died 12 Dec 1913 aged 89 years in Wellington. On the death
certificate the name of his wife is given as Maria Castles, living issue; four males and
one female. Maria was now free to marry James which they did in Palmerston North,
9th February 1914 at the registrars office. James gave his age as 60 and Maria as 65
(only 11 yrs out). James gives his status as a bachelor and Maria as a widow. The
marriage was witnessed by A Clapham and F Clapham.’

Maria died of bronchitis/heart failure at Wellington Hospital on 12 June 1918.

James married Sarah Jane Taylor in 1920, and died 27 July 1924 in Wellington.$
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( Dear Cousin Phillip,

. I hope you had a pleasant and profitable time in the UK. David Ransome has
a recently written to me and sent a copy of the draft NZ Upchurch tree which I was
very pleased with. I hadn’t realised that he had so little information on my husband’s

line so I have sent copies of the data I sent you earlier on in the year.

_ y ith regards to the placement of the Upchurch Bulletin the NZSOG has just opened
W Kf; © a Family Research Centre in Auckland. The centre is now home to a number of the
THEPN society’s resources that had previously been scattered around the country and they
Jot /" may be interested in taking the sets. Their address is 159, Queens Road, Panmure,
200t \_ Auckland, NZ.
a4+ ) I have included with this letter copies of Robert’s descendants which were put
M4 a4 together by Trudie Geerkins nee Upchurch. We have only recently become aware of
440 each other and she has kindly written up and sent me her research. It is interesting
a+ 01 that her side knew Robert as Albert.
/

I realise that it does seem odd that James and Maria Castle were married in 1914, I
o should have explained why that happened when [ sent Colin’s family tree, otherwise
it just looks as if I have made an error. I have included James & Maria’s history with

this letter.

O+ O+ Q [ have sent copies of Trudie’s research to David and the following is an extract from
0 40 the letter I sent him answering a few of his queries:
We believe that James joined his sons in New Zealand about 1886, according to his
death cert he had been in NZ for 26yrs when he died in 1912. I couldn’t find him in
the shipping list at the National Archives as his fare must have been paid privately,
which is supported by family oral history on Joseph’s side.

I am not sure what year James was born, he was baptised with his sister Lucy, 21
Sept 1828 at Huntingdon. Working from the ages given in the census James’ est.,
DOB. is 1825 (1851 census). From his death cert. est., DOB is 1823 ( which I think
is too early) there is a five year gap between the baptisms of Thomas in 1823 and
James in 1828. I wonder if the parents waited hoping to baptise James at St Neots as
they did with his younger sister Betsy in 1830. (I have included a family chart of
Betsy Upchurch and her husband William Yeardye researched by S. Wise)



/

4

I must admit that 1 have no real evidence the James in Hackney, 1881 is our James’
father other than circumstantial evidence. On the shipping list James jnr gives his
place of origin as Middlesex, in 1881 his uncle Joseph, (plumber) is married and living
in Hammersmith, London and his aunt Caroline is living with the family. James’
cousin, (also James, son of Thomas & Mary Ann Coe) although back in Huntingdon
had been in London long enough to have had two daughters born in Chelsea between
1874-78. Not concrete evidence I admit, I should really try and find the family in the
1871 census, London is so huge that I have put it off. I see what you mean about the
other James in the 1881 census and it should really be checked out. There is a Sarah
Upchurch bapt Eaton Socon 25 April 1847 daughter of James and Sarah Upchurch, is
she the daughter of James son of John and Elizabeth (nee Teat)?

I haven’t found a death record for James’ mother Ann Upchurch (Hutchcroft) in
Huntingdon, but there is a Ann Upchurch who died Greenwich, age 69 Sept Qtr 1879.
1d 483. Ann was born in 1816 not 1810 but as she has never given her correct age as
far as I can see I don’t think that is an issue. Margaret has told me that her
grandfather, Joseph went to a Bluecoat School, there is one in Greenwich which is
another reason I think she will prove to be James snr’s wife.

/

f
As far as Sarah, James’ sister is concerned I have had no luck finding a marriage in the

) UK vital records and no sign of a death certificate here, I think she will be a hard one
/ to crack but she may show up on the 1871 census if we can find her father James.
P
S

S

—-Jd

\\

| Best wishes
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Maria was born 13th August 1838 in Gt Mongeham, Kent, England. She was the
youngest of six children born to John and Maria Castle (nee Farrier). On the 19th
Nov 1839 John sailed with his family as servant to the Rev Churton aboard the
“Bolton”. “She was a slow craft and didn’t reach Port Nicholson (Wellington) until
30th April 1840. All the Bolton’s passengers were landed at Thorndon beach where
the majority of them lived in primitive shanties known as Bolton Row until they
could build themselves something more substantial.”!

In February 1857 a licence was granted for Maria Castle aged eighteen and six months
to marry John Wilson, mariner, aged 33yrs. They were married at the private
residence of the Rev., Harry Grein. in Wellington?

By 1865 Maria was a widow with no children, she married Joshua Clapham
(bachelor), 23rd July 1865 at the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Sidney St,
Wellington.>*

In the 1865-66 electoral roll Joshua Clapham’s address is Thorndon Quay, Wellington

The first child of this marriage was Joshua in 1866, followed by William Henry,
Frank, Francis and then Helen who was born in 1875.

James Upchurch arrived in Wellington on the “Helen Denny” in 1873 at the age of 21
and I can find no trace of him in the electoral rolls during his early years in NZ. How
or when James met Maria is unknown and whether Maria had been abandoned by her
husband or left him for James is speculation but we do know that James raised the
children by Maria’s previous marriage and Colin’s father Allan told us that Edward
didn’t realise his brothers had a different father until he was quite old. In fact the
boy’s did keep their fathers name of Clapham and Colin’s father Allan stayed with
his cousin Jack Clapham in London when he visited in 1936.

I do have a suspicion that Helen Clapham born in 1875 is in fact James’ daughter.
The reason I think this is two fold; children were often named after the boat a settler
had come out on and on James® death cert surviving children are given as two boys
and one daughter. There are three known sons of James and Maria; Robert born 1876,
Edward born 1879 and James born 1881 but who died the following year. All three
children were born in Christchurch, in the South Island of New Zealand but their
births were never registered and only James appears to have been baptised.

Joshua Clapham died 12 Dec 1913 aged 89 years in Wellington. On the death
certificate the name of his wife is given as Maria Castles, living issue; four males and
one female. Maria was now free to marry James which they did in Palmerston North,
9th February 1914 at the registrars office. James gave his age as 60 and Maria as 65

! White wings, Sir Henry Brett

? Intentions to marry

? Intentions to marry

* Christchurch parish index, Christchurch Library



(only 11 yrs out). James gives his status as a bachelor and Maria as a widow. The /
marriage was witnessed by A Clapham and F Clapham.® 2

Maria died of bronchitis/heart failure at Wellington Hospital on 12 June 1918.

James married Sarah Jane Taylor in 1920, and died 27 July 1924 in Wellington.®

* Marriage certificate #282
¢ Death certificates of James & Maria
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We believe that James joined his sons in New Zealand about 1886, according to his
death cert he had been in NZ for 26yrs when he died in 1912. I couldn’t find him in
the shipping list at the National Archives as his fare must have been paid privately,

which is supported by family oral history on Joseph’s side.
I am not sure what year James was born, he was baptised with his sister Lucy, 21

Sept 1828 at Huntingdon. Working from the ages given in the census James’ est.,
DOB. is 1825 (1851 census). From his death cert. est., DOB is 1823 ( which I think
is too early) there is a five year gap between the baptisms of Thomas in 1823 and
James in 1828, I wonder if the parents waited hoping to baptise James at St Neots as
they did with his younger sister Betsy in 1830. (I have included a family chart of
Betsy Upchurch and her husband William Yeardye researched by S. Wise)



I must admit that I have no real evidence the James in Hackney, 1881 is our James’
father other than circumstantial evidence. On the shipping list James jnr gives his
place of origin as Middlesex, in 1881 his uncle Joseph, (plumber) is married and living
in Hammersmith, London and his aunt Caroline is living with the family. James’
cousin, (also James, son of Thomas & Mary Ann Coe) although back in Huntingdon
had been in London long enough to have had two daughters born in Chelsea between
1874-78. Not concrete evidence I admit, I should really try and find the family in the
1871 census, London is so huge that I have put it off. Isee what you mean about the
other James in the 1881 census and it should really be checked out. There is a Sarah
Upchurch bapt Eaton Socon 25 April 1847 daughter of James and Sarah Upchurch, is
she the daughter of James son of John and Elizabeth (nee Teat)?

I haven’t found a death record for James’ mother Ann Upchurch (Hutchcroft) in
Huntingdon, but there is a Ann Upchurch who died Greenwich, age 69 Sept Qtr 1879.
1d 483. Ann was born in 1816 not 1810 but as she has never given her correct age as
far as I can see I don’t think that is an issue. Margaret has told me that her
grandfather, Joseph went to a Bluecoat School, there is one in Greenwich which is
another reason I think she will prove to be James snr’s wife.

Maria was born 13th August 1838 in Gt Mongeham, Kent, England. She was the
youngest of six children born to John and Maria Castle (nee Farrier). On the 19th
Nov 1839 John sailed with his family as servant to the Rev Churton aboard the
“Bolton”. “She was a slow craft and didn’t reach Port Nicholson (Wellington) until
30th April 1840. All the Bolton’s passengers were landed at Thorndon beach where
the majority of them lived in primitive shanties known as Bolton Row until they
could build themselves something more substantial.”

In February 1857 a licence was granted for Maria Castle aged eighteen and six months
to marry John Wilson, mariner, aged 33yrs. They were married at the private

tesidence of the Rev., Harry Grein. in Wellington®
By 1865 Maria was a widow with no children, she married Joshua Clapham

(bachelor), 23rd July 1865 at the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Sidney St,
Wellington.3*

In the 1865-66 electoral roll Joshua Clapham’s address is Thomdon Quay, Wellington
The first child of this marriage was Joshua in 1866, followed by William Henry,
Frank. Francis and then Helen who was bomn in 1875.

James Upchurch amved 1n Wellington on the “Helen Denny” in 1873 at the age of 21
and I can find no trace of him in the electoral rolls during his early years in NZ. How
or when James met Maria is unknown and whether Maria had been abandoned by her
husband or left him for James is speculation but we do know that James raised the
children by Maria’s previous marriage and Colin’s father Allan told us that Edward
didn’t realise his brothers had a different father until he was quite old. In fact the
boy’s did keep their fathers name of Clapham and Colin’s father Allan stayed with

his cousin Jack Clapham in London when he visited in 1936.
I do have a suspicion that Helen Clapham born in 1875 is in fact James’ daughter.

The reason I think this is two fold; children were often named after the boat a settler
had come out on and on James’ death cert surviving children are given as two boys
and one daughter. There are three known sons of James and Maria; Robert born 1876,
Edward born 1879 and James born 1881 but who died the following year. All three
children were born in Christchurch, in the South Island of New Zealand but their
births were never registered and only James appears to have been baptised.

Joshua Clapham died 12 Dec 1913 aged 89 years in Wellington. On the death
certificate the name of his wife is given as Maria Castles, living issue; four males and
one female. Maria was now free to marry James which they did in Palmerston North,
9th February 1914 at the registrars office. James gave his age as 60 and Maria as 65
(only 11 yrs out). James gives his status as a bachelor and Maria as a widow. The

marriage was witnessed by A Clapham and F Clapham.®
Maria died of bronchitis/heart failure at Wellington Hospital on 12 June 1918.

James married Sarah Jane Taylor in 1920, and died 27 July 1924 in Wellington.®
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CNOTRIA JTemv BuTemAsl

Y,
1§
{ W 3 Marsden Ave Mt Eden Auckland 1003
I~ New Zealand
Ph +64+9-638.9795 Fax +64+9-638.9799
upchurch@pi.net
24/2/02
Dear Cousin Phillip,

Thank you for your letter and the information sheets which I found very interesting. Your
theory of a link between the families sounds reasonable given the proximity of the lines and
the uncommon nature of the name.

You must be looking forward to your trip to England, I hope it will be a great success Colin
and I both enjoyed our stay in 2000. How exciting for you to see a letter that an early
ancestor wrote, not many people have such an experience.

Since the early Upchurchs’ that we know of seem to be educated I wonder if David knows
of any school records that may still be in existence dating to the C17th, or even if any of
them went to Cambridge which I believe has records going back prior to the 15th century.

I have checked through the material you sent but could see no errors relating to the line I am
researching except that James born 1854 had only two sons, Robert and Edward the other
children were from his wife’s previous marriage to Joshua Clapham.

While on holiday in Christchurch this summer I found the baptismal and burial record for a
third son born to James and Maria: James Upchurch b. 24.Aug 1881. died 11 April 1882.
I have included sheets for Colin, his brother Bryan and their Father Allan Edward.

Margaret told me that she had sent you the article I had written on my research and I am
quite happy for you to publish it or any other material I send if you wish

//ﬁ 1

Yours Sincerely
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Re: Stoke Newington, MDX - UPCHURCH 1840

Posted by: Cynthia Upchurch Date: April 06i -?3%1533

In Reply to: Stoke Newington, MDX - UPCHURCH 1840s by Sue

. 537
Norris

of 541 ©°

I'was interested in your posting as my Upchurch line has disapeared from Huntingdon in the 1871
census. In the immigration records James Upchurch says he comes from Middlesex but no further
details. This has made me wonder if the family had moved south to be with relatives. Just one thing
though, on my maps Stoke Newington is in North London on a major road that runs to Cambridge
and Huntingdon, not in Kent which is south of the Thames, Is there another Stoke Newington?
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We believe that James joined his sons in New Zealand about 1886, according to his
death cert he had been in NZ for 26yrs when he died in 1912. I couldn’t find him in
the shipping list at the National Archives as his fare must have been paid privately,

which is supported by family oral history on Joseph’s side. o
I am not sure what year James was born, he was baptised with his sister Lucy, 21

Sept 1828 at Huntingdon. Working from the ages given in the census James’ est.,
DOB. is 1825 (1851 census). From his death cert. est., DOB is 1823 ( which I think
is too early) there is a five year gap between the baptisms of Thomas in 1823 and
James in 1828, I wonder if the parents waited hoping to baptise James at St Neots as
they did with his younger sister Betsy in 1830. (I have included a family chart of
Betsy Upchurch and her husband William Yeardye rescarched by S. Wise)



I must admit that I have no real evidence the James in Hackney, 1881 is our James’
father other than circumstantial evidence. On the shipping list James jnr gives his
place of origin as Middlesex, in 1881 his uncle Joseph, (plumber) is married and living
in Hammersmith, London and his aunt Caroline is living with the family. James’
cousin, (also James, son of Thomas & Mary Ann Coe) although back in Huntingdon
had been in London long enough to have had two daughters born in Chelsea between
1874-78. Not concrete evidence I admit, I should really try and find the family in the
1871 census, London is so huge that I have put it off. I see what you mean about the
other James in the 1881 census and it should really be checked out. There is a Sarah
Upchurch bapt Eaton Socon 25 April 1847 daughter of James and Sarah Upchurch, is
she the daughter of James son of John and Elizabeth (nee Teat)?

I haven’t found a death record for James’ mother Ann Upchurch (Hutcheroft) in
Huntingdon, but there is a Ann Upchurch who died Greenwich, age 69 Sept Qtr 1879.
1d 483. Ann was born in 1816 not 1810 but as she has never given her correct age as
far as I can see I don’t think that is an issue. Margaret has told me that her
grandfather, Joseph went to a Bluecoat School, there is one in Greenwich which is
another reason I think she will prove to be James snr’s wife.

Maria was born 13th August 1838 in Gt Mongeham, Kent, England. She was the
youngest of six children born to John and Maria Castle (nee Farrier). On the 19th
Nov 1839 John sailed with his family as servant to the Rev Churton aboard the
“Bolton”. “She was a slow craft and didn’t reach Port Nicholson (Wellington) until
30th April 1840. All the Bolton’s passengers were landed at Thorndon beach where
the majority of them lived in primitive shanties known as Bolton Row until they
could build themselves something more substantial.”"

In February 1857 a licence was granted for Maria Castle aged eighteen and six months
to marry John Wilson, mariner, aged 33yrs. They were married at the private

residence of the Rev., Harry Grein. in Wellington®
By 1865 Maria was a widow with no children, she marmed Joshua Clapham

(bachelor), 23rd July 1865 at the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Sidney St,
Wellington. 3¢

In the 1865-66 electoral roll Joshua Clapham’s address is Thorndon Quay, Wellington
The first child of this marriage was Joshua in 1866, followed by William Henry,
Frank. Francis and then Helen who was born in 1875.

James Upchurch amved 1n Wellington on the “Helen Denny” in 1873 at the age of 21
and I can find no trace of him in the electoral rolls during his early years in NZ. How
or when James met Maria is unknown and whether Maria had been abandoned by her
husband or left him for James is speculation but we do know that James raised the
children by Maria’s previous marmiage and Colin’s father Allan told us that Edward
didn’t realise his brothers had a different father until he was quite old. In fact the
boy’s did keep their fathers name of Clapham and Colin’s father Allan stayed with

his cousin Jack Clapham in London when he visited in 1936.
I do have a suspicion that Helen Clapham born in 1875 is in fact James’ daughter.

The reason I think this is two fold; children were often named after the boat a settler
had come out on and on James® death cert surviving children are given as two boys
and one daughter. There are three known sons of James and Maria; Robert born 1876,
Edward born 1879 and James born 1881 but who died the following year. All three
children were born in Christchurch, in the South Island of New Zealand but their

births were never registered and only James appears to have been baptised.

Joshua Clapham died 12 Dec 1913 aged 89 years in Wellington. On the death
certificate the name of his wife is given as Maria Castles, living issue; four males and
one female. Maria was now free to marry James which they did in Palmerston North,
9th February 1914 at the registrars office. James gave his age as 60 and Maria as 65
(only 11 yrs out). James gives his status as a bachelor and Maria as a widow. The

marriage was witnessed by A Clapham and F Clapham.®
Maria died of bronchitis/heart failure at Wellington Hospital on 12 June 1918.

James married Sarah Jane Taylor in 1920, and died 27 July 1924 in Wellington.®



