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. HAZEL RUTH BoLLABLAVEHN XrD- 26787
I \9M14q1 20 Merch 1991
Desr CousinPnil, 2L

Our trip to Meridian was as unproductive as  had expectedit to be..but T had to try.
The only information we obtained is that Alimettia James Upchurch's name is not
spelled correctly in the present records. Her name was Almedia. She was the wife of
Benjamin Newton and was Uppie’s grandmother. ¥e learned this at the 0ak Grove zen
Cemetary at Bonita (Meridian). We found the piot where she is buried and that is the C”f A
name on the stone. I am sure it is correct because her daughter, Martha Wheeler =7 ﬂ’
Johnson, her husband, and others are buried on the same plot and I am sure that P{ L m L/D;A
Martha had the correct spelling of the name on her mother's stone. ¥e also feel sure V
that the plot just behind the Wheeler plot is where Villiam Edward, Sr., Carrie James J0 NMUS 0
Upchurch and Zella Upchurch are buried. It is the only vacant lcoking lotin the

entire cemetary and since no stones were erected, we cannot be sure until we get

back down and try to find out where we can find the map of the cemetary and the

names of those who owned the plots. If we can find this information and the name in

which the deed is recorded is Bates, then we know for sure and if we can somehow

locate the exact spots of burial, I will have stones put up. Uppie is not feeling very

well these days so I don't know exactly when I can get away to drive down again. All

the people with whom we came in contact at Meridian (Lauderdale County) and also at

Decatur (Newton County) were as heipful as could be.

¥hen we could not find a record of the exact marrisge date for ¥illiam Miward and
oA Carrie James in Lauderdale, we went to Newton County since her family was from that
(/9{’)’ ares. We were allowed to go through any and all records.. but one “tome" of the
¢ J;/“M marrisge records had been destroyed by fire and yes, wouldn't you know it? It was
3,)), N the one covering the years we were searching for. We learned that only marrisge
W ‘}y{i@' records were Kept in the counties and for birth or death records one must go to the
¢V - | capital, Jackson. All those in both County offices plus the nice gentleman who wes in
W the Archives office in Meridian told us that it would be useless. One said no records of
births or deaths were kept before 1910 and the other said 1920 but in any case, wve
needed earlier records than those years.

Now, I found some news in which you may be interested. I think I told you I had
purchased a book "How To Trace Your Family Tree” and that the author is a professor
in the genealogy department of one of our local universities. Today I called the
Institute of Genealogy at Samford University and talked to a fovely lady, Mrs. Marilyn
GQ Morton. She enjoys talking as much as I do so we had a long conversation. They do
Qy have a genealogy department at Samford University Library and Mrs. Morton said 1
I ol may be interested in taking her classes if I do decide to trace my family. She also said
v QO @«’ they have family histories in their genealogy library. Ishall give you the names and
< - addresses she gave me. Her name is:

X o6\
93 g{k"?& Mrs. Marityn Morton - Institute of Genealogy, Samford University, - weXo B han 22 MAZ /5]

g&{\’ 2 800 Lakeshore Drive, Birmingham, Af. 35229
AT Phone: 203 / 870-27680
‘y
\)*J She said that if you were interested in placing material in the library to contact:

Mrs. Elizabeth Wells - ¢/o Special Collection Department, Samford University -5 Loasty B W
800 Lakeshore Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35229 27 mAL L]
Phone: 205 870-2749

¥ish I had found some dates we were looking for in Mississippi but as | said, I did not
expect it.. the people who complied the information had done a thorough job. Mrs.
Morton, with whom I spoke today, has Upchurches in her family and they were from
Mississippi so I shall lend her my “Those Mississippi Upchurches”.

Sincerety, # W Z}ﬁ CA&V M
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/\7[’ \O/ 3727 Keswick Circle
2% Birmingham, Al., 35242
1% 0\‘4 Sunday, Februsry 24, 1991
\ MAS IWES N U

—

— Dear Cousin Phil,

—

— Thank you so very much for your letter of Feb. 17th and a1l the information and charts you sent
— us. | returned from my visit to friends in Florida on Friday and immediately enjoyed the back
— issues of the Bulletin. Now, | shall attempt to snswer the questions you asked about missing
Q details on the family of WILLIAM EDWARD UPCHURCH, SR.

Arg +o+0 a) Mr. Upchurch had six children - Edward Ware by his first wife, Cora Riley, and Zella

o +c+nyoroblizabeth, Newton Benjamin, Carl Roger, Gerald and Howard by his second wife, Carrie James.

1) 410 b) We have no record of the date in 1907 of his marrisge to Carrie but that is on the list of

0 information we hope to learn when we go to Meridian in the near future. Mr. Upchurch’s bible
— listed only the dates of births.

T c¢) As for Cora Riley, as | told you in previous correspondence, we know nothing at all about her
— and had never known her name until we read "THOSE MISSISSIPPI UPCHURCHES". 1 will try to
— learn something about her in Meridisn but it is doubtful if we can get any infor mation about any

of them which we do not have at this time. | understand statistical records of that time are very
sketchy.

d) As for Carrie James Upchurch, no middle name was written in the bible therefore my
husband thinks she may not have had one. That, along with her birthplace, is also en my list.

2. As for Wiilian tdward Upchurch, Jr. AKA Edward Ware - the same story. | wrote all we
know of him but shall see if | can learn the dsy, month and place of his birth. | would think that

he died somewhere in the St. Louis, Mo. area but know absolutely nothing about this or if he
married snd hed children.

4) Newton Benjamin Upchurch

-ARE-NE-YIER-BIN

DyN+R+0Q a) Carol Zella, Diana Mse and Gerald Newton (Jerry Lee Smith), | know only what Mary
A Smith and Diana Turner have told me. As | wrote, | do think it would be best to get the
B+0 +7 4 Ainformation from Mary. All | know is that Carol married Hsl Stephenson and has a son, Charles
A Turner Stephenson. Diana told me she had been married but is divorced and she had no children.
0+ 3 | am not sure that Carel Upcurch Turner Stephenson is aware of the fact that Jerry and Mary
+ 0O Smith and Dians Turner have contscted us. | understand she does not want to scknowledge our
T +T 41 existence and feel it would be best that you get the information from Mary, Jerry, or Diana.

3 5) Carl Roger Upchurch

~

A a) James Conway Upchurch: his first and second marriage took place in Birmingham, Al.

—

> ¢ Andres Lynne wss married in Birmingham, Al.

—

A d) Scott NMN Upchurch was born, died and buried in Birmingham, Al. {Elmwood Cemetary)

——

A+ D ¢) Adrienne Elizabeth and Eric Conrad were born in Birmingham, Al.
03 Note: Believe me, any birth, marriage, death and burial of any member of the Carl Roger
0 Upchurch family teok place in Birmingham. Carl’s family never wandered away from home.

—

&) Gerald NMN Upchurch was barnon 27 May 1916 - infa fram the Upchurch hible.

.



) ) D |
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]

aA+n

A
gd+n0

| have made a 1ist of information | will seek in the Meridian area and will get down there within
the next few weeks.n?hall report o you any little bit | can find but a3 | 3aid, | am not
optimistic. Uppie andstopped by the Oak Grove Cemetary st Bonita, Ms. {Meridian) back in
1981 to see what we could find. 1115 8 small church cemetary. All records of burials were kept
gt the church but the sad thing is that the wooden church had been burned to the ground and all
the records with it. We talked to the pastor of the church and he sent us to see an elderly
gentleman who knew more about the cemetary than any other living person. However, we could
not Tearn anything as he, naturally, could not remember the names of all the peaple buried
there. |shall never forget the disappointment of that day - rain was pouring down and we
walked throughout the cemetary trying to find the graves of Uppie's parents... but a road had
been made though the middle of the cemetary and the gentlemen told us some of the graves had
been covered over by this road. Needless to say | was absolutely i1 over the entire thing.
However , we shall cover these tracks and any public records we can find to attempt to find the
information | have mentioned. 'We plan to stay several days and see if we can learn anything
about Carrie James' brother, Hugh James. That may lead to something. We plantocheck intoa
motel and stay until all avenues have been exhausted,

How, | am thoroughly embarrassed to write this next information. | cannot understand how |
could have been so negligent. CARL and LOCHIEL UPCHURCH adopted 3 little girl in 1947 who
died of polio during the epidemic of 1951 (pre-vacine). She was a precious little girl, two
months younger than our Bunny and died on Bunny's 4th birthdsy. | am so sorry | forgot about

A + T J&N, but shall give you the infor mation now for the CARL ROGER UPCHRCH line. They had the

n

one birth child, JAMES CONWAY UPCHURCH, M.D.

I\ JANICE CARLENE UPCHURCH, born 15 September 1947 in Birmingham, Al.

~

[

o
o

_—

—

died July 16 1951 in Birmingham, &1. (3pinal and bulbar polio}
buried in EYmwood Cemetary, Birmingham, &1

| hall add this infor mation to my records which | am storing in my good old Apple Macintosh. |
just cannot believe | forgot about JAN... and nobody ever reminded me.

Have ruch to catch up after my "safari”.. Thank you again for the information you sent and |
shall let you know what, if anything, we learnin the Meridian area.

—

—  Sincerely,

;l:) d'é/.éjl V) Zé&mz,%
l ;

@
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i, NAZEL ROTH BLUALAVEH Xrp-26989

3727 Keswick Circle Mrs. James H. Upchurch
0 Birmingham Al. 35242 3727 Keswick Circle
o, \ 3F i
P‘CLA})\G‘Q\ 3 February 199
— Dear Cousin Phil, ks 29

—_—

— 5ee? | believe | can develop the habit of putting the day, month and yesr in that order!! And | do
— hope you have 3 good sense of humor - | just can't imagine living without mine - because | know
— that many things | write require that particular trait from the person who reads it | have a
— certain philosophy.. why go through this thing called Life without laughing at it...
— HNow, to the information you would like. Before | received your nice letter yesterday, | had

— mailed you lots of stuff.. copy, plus additions, to a letter | had written Mary and other things

— which to tell you the truth, | can't remember just what - therefore, | will dig downin mu

— rapidly decaying mind and tell you a1l | know, which isn't too much, about the questions you

— asked plus all | know about the 1ist of questions Mary sent me saying you would like to have the

— information. Yes, | know - afier all these years, you are being inundated with information about

0 the family of William Edward Upchurch, Sr...poor you_but it was a family which did not

= communicate very well and since | am the wife of the youngest of his children, | know very little
™4 [ ... just the things my husband remembers and things | heard Carl Roger speak of, but | will do

— my best, so | quess you should just cancel a1l appointments for this day and dig in becsuse |

— never Know when to stop!ll

H+ o 40 My husband, James Howard, {Uppie) was 7 when his mother died and 14 when his father died.
) 49 He knows very, very little sbout any Mississippi family and after Mr. Upchurch moved to
— Birmingham sometime between 1911 and 1913, there was very little communication between
— them and the Meridian families. In fact, there evidently was very little communication between
A+ O the immediate family. Mr. Upchurch was having a bad time after Carrie died just trying to work
— during those depression years and trying to bring up the four boys. And | must say, inall
O+ Dcandor from what | hear he loved his bous and did his very best two for them, but Newton and
A\ 4 Gersld, truly turned out o the the proverbial black sheep of the family in spite of a1l he could
A +Ado. Carl Roger and my husband have been wonderful family men - men whose families meant
9 + D 2 everything in the world to them. | first met Carlin April, 1942, saw Gerald once in 1942 when
A he was stationed at Camp Croft, 5. C. {he was in the 82nd Airborne and made many jumps inte
— enemy territory in Africa, Sicily, Haly, was on the continent behind enemy Tines 24 hours
A before D-Day, wounded there, back to jump during the Battle of the Bulge and was wounded
A +0 +1 again. He came back to Birmingham for about two years after World War |] and since we lived
O 410 + A here for four years until my husband was recalled to active duty, | saw him a few times then. He
A still have shrapnel in his head - it had gone in just about the eye and st the time he was
A discharged he was told they did not remove it because if they had, he would have been left blind.
N After an accident in 1947, he began having terrible headaches and was admitied to the Yeterans'
A Hospital at Tuscaloosa. There it was decided the shrapnel must be removed and he was given
— week-end leave to come to Birmingham before being transferred to Memphis, Tn. on the Monday
=+ to have thiz surgery. All | can think of is that he was frightened about it after having been told
A earlier he would be blind and he went A .0 L. -did not return to the hospital at Tuscaloosa.
A From that day forward, not one person here heard from Gerald - had no idea where he was -
T + A yntil his brother Newton called to say Gerald had died of & hart sttack on the street in Burt, lows.
X That was 12 May 1953, Gerald had no middle name and he never married. This long period of
A A never letting his brothers know where he was is indicative of Gerald and Newton.
P+0 + 5 My husband and his brother Carl, had not seen their brother Newton since about 1939- 40 at the
A time we met and not one member of them family saw him from that time until the Spring of
A 1950, He had & way of never letting his brothers know where he was. ‘When they learned where
A+ 1+ 4 he was, my husband flew to Michigan to see his brother and was appalled at what he found. | saw
B Mewton only one time, | think inearly summer, 1950 when he showed up in Birmingham and
O -+ A frankly, that was enough for me. We learned for the first time in 1950 that he was married and
— had children and from what he told us, we presumed all was well. Tried to stay in contact but that
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A+t was unsuccessful. Mary may have told you the sad story from thet point on. My husband tried to

O et the children but there were many complications and even in 1953 when Newton came back to
BLa+0 Birmingham after bringing Gerald's body back {we were living in Germany at this time and
O .o knew nothing about Gerald's death for several months) he told his brother Carl that he snd
4 Bonnie were divorced, the children were with their mother, and a1l was fine. | still despise him
o for thet. his children had been adopted, he did not know where they were and he was still lying.
Q -0 + A From copies of records Mary and Jerry have sent us Newton always listed his place of birth as

A Birmingham but he was sctually born in Meridian, Mississippi.

T Now, enough of the Black Sheep. | just thought all this would explain why we did not kriow the

I + 10 whereabouls of Newton’s children until Mary found us recently. | shall answer your questions
— concerning our immediate family just in case you did not get all the infor mation you need from
R that | sent you before receiving your letter of 25 January 1991,

A —/*!:]JAMES HOWARD UPCHURCH was married 4 Jsnuary 1942 at York, S. C. to HAZEL RUTH
— BULLABAUGH who was born 25 April 1920 in Concord, N.C. We have two children:

D4R JAMES HOWARD UPCHURCH, JR. was born § February 1944 in Concord, N. C. while his father
R+ A was flying his 69 missions ina P-51 Mustang out of England. My husband saw his son for the
O first time in September, 1944. On 26 November 1966, HOWARD, Jr. was married in Concord,
A N.C.to ELLEN BURDETTE HELMS who was born 15 September 1944 in Concord, N.C. They have
A+ D justone child, KATHLEEN UPCHURCH - who hes no middle nsme - {my son just liked the lilting
A sound of the name Kathleen and they decided she could add 8 middle name if she so chose to do after
A Shewas 18 years of age.) KATHLEEN was born 1 March 1978 in Dallas, Tx.

O MARGARET FRANCES {Bunny) UPCHURCH was born 16 July 1947 in Birmingham, Al. The

B + 0 Frances is spelled with an"e”. and her big brother decided before she was born that he was going
A 1o have a little sister and decided her name would be Bunny. Oh, unhsppy day! Since she was s
o little girl, she hes been cslled Bunny ever since. MARGARET was married 31 December 1981
A inArlington, Ya. to Elwin Kyle Goad who was born 27 February 1938 in Carroll County, Ya.
A Sadly, for physical reasons, there can be no children from this union and no more from HOWARD

0+ and ELLEN, therefore our precious KATHLEEN (who will become 13 and consequently one of

J those teen-sgers on March 111) will be the our only legacy. | have told her she must retain the
R Upchurch narm: even sfter marriage. Our daughter MARGARET has done just this.

A+ R Uppie and | are proud of our family snd especially of the wonderful communication between all of
A+ n us. Howard, Jr.went to the University of Louisville and M.1.T. and Bunny to the University of
A Louisville. Bunny has just retired sfter 20 yesars 8s A.A. with Judges of the Federsl Courtin
A -+ Awashington, D. C. She and Kyle are now finishing building their permsnent home in the
A Shenandosh Mountains, on the river, st Calmes Neck, near Bluemont, Ya. Howard, known as Mr.
A Maclntosh, is a computer expert and now hes his own computer business in Garland, Tx. but to

A + 1 us his most wonderful accomplishment is that he and Ellen are two of the best parents | have
— ever known.

—

A +NA+10 Mary had written to ask me about my husband's Air Force career and | sent you a copy. | forgot
& to wention that among his World War |l decorations, he was presented the Air Medsl and three
— Oak Leaf Clusters, the Distinguished Flying Cross with an oak lesf cluster and s Presidential
A Citation. Later he attained his Command Pilot ¥Wings.
B Have you discovered by now that your cousin Hazel LOYES to talk? Guess that is my hobby! and
— yes, | readily admit | talk too much - but | promise you | will try to control that in the future!!!
7 Now - let me look over the 1-0-n-g list of questions Mary sent me with a note that you would
— like to have the infor mation.. will probably be repesting myself over and over agsin - but
— excuse it, please - | always like to explain that in April | will be going into my 72nd year so one
~ must just say "Well, the poor thing is old and can't remember what she has said and done..” Yes,
— yeo, | ani thoroughly enjoying "the last of life for which the first was made” These are the glory

—



— years!! AND, please, please, send me the sketch of how my husband's line and your line connect
— and how you are related. Would sppreciate anything you have slong this line.

a——

B Now for the questionnsire Mary sent and which | think came from you:

D 1) 8) William Edwerd Upchurch, Sr. is buried at Oak Grove Cemetary, Bonits, Ms.{ which is
D + A considered Meridian now) When | heard that his and Carrie's graves were unmarked, | was quite
O +1 upset and so Uppie and | drove to Meridian so that | could have markers erected. Uppie knew

~ exartly where they were but Time had marched on, the little church at the cemetary had burned

— down and all records lost. Alarger, brick church had replaced the old one. The pastor referred

— us to an elderly gentleman who knew the cemetary well. My husband went directly to the areain

— which his parents had been buried but 8 dirt road had been built through the cemetary and it

— seems it covered the graves of his parents. This mede me i11. | had never known before that they

— were in unmarked graves and then, when | lesrn about it, they are no more.

1 b) William Edward Upchurch, Sr. had six children
— ¢} Whan we read the information in "Those Mississippi Upchurches” was the first time we
RN + 1  had heard the name "Cora Riley", the first wife. We knew of course Mr. Upchurch had been
] married before he married the boys' mother, Carrie James Upchurch but had never heard
— the name. Therefore, we know nothing about her.
o d) The only name we know for Carrie is just Carrie James. My husband thinks she may not
N have had a middle name inch all that is listed in the Bible is "Carrie James Upchurch”
o He knows nothing about where in Mississippi she was born (we hope to find out about this
-1 when we go to Meridian) but we think in the Meridisn area since she had a brother, Hugh
A James, who lived on a farm nesrby in Decatur or Union, Ms. Carrie died 19 October 1928
~— and ss | have explained, is buried at Oak Grove Cemetary at Bonita (Meridian) Ms.
D +n0 2. william Edward Upchurch, Jr. Carl Roger is the only brother who ever saw him and that
N+A wasavery brief visit made with his father, William Edward, Sr. to St. Louis, Mo. to once
— again attempt a reconcilistion. ¥We know nothing about his birth except that we reedin
D+ N\ Genevieve Tharps's book that he was born in Februsry 1899. We do not know if, when or to
A whom he was married, when he died or where he was buried. We know that he served in
1+ D 4 D World War | and with further rejection of his father, he changed his neme {not adopted) to
A thatof a dead soldier, Edward Ware. The only thing we have is an old telegram, which we
A + A found between some pages in Mr. Upchurch’s bible, which was sent to Mr. Upchurchin 1924
A and was asking for money. The telegram was signed "Edward Ware”.
1A 3. Zella Elizabeth Upchurch died at the West End Hospital In Birmingham 15 June 1924. She is
—  buried in the same Oak Grove Cemetary st Bonita. Some explanstion is due here. Mr.and
Q+T  Upchurch had no cemetary 1ot and Mrs. Lillie Mae Bates, daughter of Mr. Upchurch's step-
T sister, Marthe Johnson Wheeler, allowed them to use & lot she owned at Oak Grove Cemetary.

T +T4. Newton Benjamin Upchurch. a) his children, a3 Mary Smith has probably informed you, are
0 still irying to find out if their birth mother, Bonits Maxine Milne Upchurch, is still living.
a  Maryis working as diligently on this as on every other thing she has done, bless her hesrt.
0 + D+ 0+ = She can give you all the informstion she knows concerning Carol Zella and Disna, (Jerry's
A4 sisters) as Carol Zella does not want to acknowledge our existence at this time. Diana came to
A+ visit her Uncle Howard and me this past December and we were YERY happy to meet her and
Q enjoyed ever so much having her in our home at the same time our son was visiting. | feel,
P + v due to the circumstances, you must get this infor mation from Jerry and Mary. We are
~— happy they found us and are looking forward to their visit in July.

A 5 CARL ROGER UPCHURCH was born 4 July 1914 1in Birminghsm, Al.
- a) died in Birmingham 24 April 1987 and is buried at Elmwood Cemetary, B'ham, Al.
A b) Married LOCHIEL MELISSA CONWAY in Birmingham, Al. 13 October 1935.
A ¢) LOCHIEL MELISSA CONWAY was born in Leoma, Tn. 7 May 1915.
A + A d)Carl had one child, JAMES CONWAY UPCHURCH who born in Birmingham 6 July 1936.

—
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A +A He/is a very fine surgeon {gynecologist) in B'ham. He married YIRGINIA IRENE DODD
A (born 8 November 1935 in B'ham) on 9 November 1956 and they have JAMES ROGER

£ UPCHURCH, born in B'ham 28 December 1960 and ANDREA LYNNE UPCHURCH born in

A 4 A Bham 18 December 1961 who married JAMES ELLIS O'NEILL, {born 25 May 1959 in
4\ B'hem) on12 August 1989. His second marriage wes to CAROL JEAN FLECK, {born 15
AN Sepicmbzy 1942 in B'ham) on & September 1967, They had SCOTT { NMN)UPCHURCH who
A was born 10 December 1971 and died 22 March 1972, ADRIENNE ELIZABETH UPCHURCH

who was born 9 May 1973 and ERIC CONRAD who was born 11 April 1975, All of this
—  family live in Birmi . :
A mily live in Birmingham, Al >

1 6) GERALD UPCHURCH was born 27 May 1916 i@iﬁgﬁ@am died 12 May 1953
=] in Burt, lows. Heis buried at the Roseville- Magnelia cemetsryin
O Meridian, Ms. He had no middle name and never married.

-
|

~ |f you have been able to wade through all this plus what | sent before .. well, "you're a better

— man that | am, Gunga Din" 11! Good luck!! This dayis 4 February 1991 and | am leaving in two
~— days for a two week visit in Florida. | believe | have told all | know but if | can be of further

— help, please tell me and | will get to it when | return.. Will be looking forward to receiving your
-— sketch of our two families. As | have so often said, | am enjoying the “last of life for which the
— first was made.” These are the Glory Years... and | have time to help if needed.
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£ 3727 Keswick Circle
Q¥ Birmingham, Al. 35242

January 31, 1991
v Dear Mr. Upchurch,

0 Mary Smith said you would want information about this branch of the
— - Upchurch family so | have made copies of the information | have known or
H have found to add to that which | had from Genevieve Tharp's book “THOSE
o MISSISSIPPI UPCHURCHES™. | don't think you have much of the information
since my husband’s father, William Edward, left Meridian sometime
O between 1910 and 1913 - just that which Mary Smith, of Denver, has
7 accumulated. She is such a dear.
L} Mary had written me for information including my husband's military
— career, etc. | merely added a bit to the letter | wrote her and sending a
— copy of it to you.
0 4 o Incase some of it may seem confusing to you, my husband's name is James
a Howard Upchurch (for his mother, Carrie James) and the family always
» called him Howard. | was introduced to him as Uppie and all his friends
A call him Uppie..and his neices and nephews call him Uncle Howard - In the
A Air Force it was always first name and middle initial so many people
A called him Jim... but not to worry - he answers to any of them!
2 Since | did copy the letter | mailed Mary Smith instead of re-writing
~ everything there will be much you will not want.. sorry, guess | am getting
— lazy.. but | have written all | know and honestly do not expect to obtain
— additional information when we go to Meridian. However, if we are lucky, |
~— will send you anything new | learn.

—

— Sincerely,

«;W 8. Ypeheneh

1) Hazel B. Upchurch




Tuesday - January 29th @
1)+ X Dear Maryand Jerry,

— | will catch you up on what | have done.. you will find some of it included in the letter. The page
— beginning with “more informstion” is what | have redone to add to the end of the chapter on

Q Benjamin Upchurch which states at the end that nothing more was known of this branch of the

T family after they lived on Bragg Ave., Meridian, Mississippi. Received my book from Genivieve
— Tharp yesterday and she asked that | mail her this same information - which | shall do.

8 +T3 Also, on the list of Decendants of Benjamin and Cinderilla Tant, | re-typed that and added the so
— called "missing Upchurches” to it. Am also enclosing a copy of that and the page on what | have
D called THE BIRMINGHAM UPCHURCHES... Carl is the only one who remained in B'ham from the
3+ time the family moved here from Meridian. We lived in Birmingham from early 1946 to 1950
8 + W and moved back in November, 1987. So, living here now are Carl's widow, Lochiel Melissa,
Q their son, Dr. James C. Upchurch and his family as listed on the “THE BIRMINGHAM
2+ 0 UPCHURCHES", and us... James H.{Uppie) Upchurch and Hazel B. Upchurch.
— Now, what we have done - went to the County Records, or whatever it was, yesterday and
Q + 1D obtained a copy of Zella Elizabeth’s death certificate. Uppie did not remember just what month,
A etc. she died. You will find thet in the sddition to the Benjamin Upchurch chapter which | sm
— enclosing.
-
2 4D +8 | remember Carl slways saying Newton was born in Mississippi and Uppie {that is the nicknsme
O bu which | have always known my husband, James Howard) thought so too but since everything
3 you sent on which his birthplace was listed says he was born in Birmingham, | checked on this.
2 The lady was very nice and helpful. | gave her Newt’s birth date and told her we were not sure if
— he was bornin B'ham or in Meridian, Ms. She checked and told us the first of the family bornin
QO+ 0 B'hamwas in 1914. Well, that is Carl, so Newt was actually born in Meridian and | have stated
— that in the addition | wrote.
QO+ R Weare planning to drive down to Meridian sometime the week of Februsry 10th snd will do all
~ we can to get additional information. We plan to spend the night snd have plenty of time to go to
Q3 the records department, cemetary, and perhaps to find some descendants of Martha Wheeler.. her
A daughter was Lillie Mee Bates - who is probably dead - but we will see if we can find any of her
D + A + D children. Uppie always thought Martha Johnson Wheeler was his aunt, his father's sister, but
R we find from the records thst she was William Edward's step-sister - no blood relation. He
A4 remembers Aunt Marths quite well. She was nice to him and he loved her. Some time fter his
A 3 mother died, {or it could have been after his father’ death) she took Uppie on s trip with her to
A4A visit another of her dsughters who lived in Jacksonville, F1. She lived with her daughter Lillie
3 Msae Bates in Meridian until her death. Uppie is very familiar with the cemetary st Bonita.. it is
— the same on we went to back in 1981 and found such distressing news. You see, Bonita was a
— verysmall town out from Meridian but with the growth of the area, it is considered a part of
— Meridiam now.
B | am going to see about getting the following records in Meridian: 1. a birth certificate for
R +1T Newton, 2. 3 marriage certificate, or information, for the dste William Edward snd Carrie
dJ James were married. 3. Any information | can obtain about the JAMES family including a birth
n + ) certificate for Carrie and her parents’ names. Carrie’s brother Hugh had no children and I think
A | sent you the last address of Carrie's sister who lived in Pomona, Ca. | am sure she is dead by
— now. If you can think of any other information you would like for us to look for while we are in
D Meridian, do let me know. Uppie is getting a little interested in this stuff now - and | told you |
— am exasperated because in talking to you and feeling your enthusiasm, | believe | will start
— working on mine... Oh me!! Do | really want to? 1111}
2 | have asked Lochiel if she would like to go to Meridian with us. She doesn’t csre about the
— infarmatian hut alwaus likes a trip samawhara 20 | think she will ga. Samathing af interast ia
R+ +1 me is that Benjamin Newion, William Edward’s father and Uppie's grandfather, was married



)

0 + 0+0+0{2nd) to Alimeits JAMES Johnson { mother of Martha Wheeler ) Then, William Edward, Uppie’s ( ;

D) father, married Carrie JAMES as his 2nd wife... | 8m sure there is a conrection someplace -
doesn‘t it sound like it?

You gsked some questions | shall ATTEMPT to answer although as | have told you, by the time |
knew the Upchurch family, nobody seemed to know anything or at least didn't talk sbout much. |
— just know what Uppie knew and since he was the youngest, he remembers only what he

~— experienced himself.

-

Ty

Q4D As for William Edward's step sisters, the only one he heard of was Martha Johnson Wheeler and

Q he remembers her with love. As to how many he had, we know only what we read in the

D+A4+ o Benjamin Upchurch chapter. As for Lucinda Upchurch, listed as William Edward's sister -

R Uppie knows nothing and says he never ever heard her name. | agree with you thst she probably
— died a3 a newborn or st least a tiny infant.

D The informetion you asked about Zella, she died June 15, 1924 (st West End Hospital, B'ham, of
2 ruptured appendix) She is buried in the same cemetary as the grandparents(ﬂakjﬂmethi ng at
— Bonita} and where the parents are buried in unmarked graves - that broke my heart as the
~ qgraves sre lost now. [_’%AK GRoveg CoMm.
- DAVLTH , LAVDOERIALE

~ The other questions you asked sre covered in the enclosed material except the question as to when co, M3

your Uncle Howard entered the Air Force. Here itis along with a very, very brief story of our

life together for over 49 years. | have told you that his mother died when he was 7 and his

father when he was 14 and he had to make money any way he could in order to pay room and

board someplace and to go to school. As soon as he was old enough he joined the Alabama National

Guard to make a few dollars a month. This unit was called on active duty in February, 1941 as

the 104th Coast Artillary for the so-called yesr and s day but then war with Japan with declared

on December 7, 1941 and he knew he wes in for & long, long time. We were married 4 January

1942 and about that time restrictions such as "must be single” and “"must be s college graduate”

inorder to become an Avistion Cadet were dropped if the applicant could pass an exam equal to

the college degree in certain pertinent subjects and if the wife consented for him to become an

Aviation Cadet. Uppie passed the tests and | consented. He was sent to Maxwell AFB for

pre-flight, to Bennettsville, S.C. for primary, to Macon, Ga. for basic and then to Dothan, Al. for

advanced training where it was determined he would be a fighter pilot and it was here he

received his wings and became 8 2nd Lt. After additional training at Orlando, F1. his unit was sent

to Philadelphia, Pa. as the embarkation point. He was sent to England - 8th Air Force - and flew

the P- 47 Thunderbolt for s few missions before switching to the wonderful P-51 Mustang. He

flew a total of 69 missions during Waorld War 11. He came back ta the States in September, 1944

. Howard, Jr. had been born while Uppie was overseas and from the time he came home, Howsrd

and | moved around with him. We were stationed at several Florida bases ( Punta Gorda,

Clearwater, Tampa) until the war was over. He was released from service in February, 1946

and we moved to B'ham where he joined the Alabama Air National Guard in order to keep up his

pilot experience, etc. Bunny was born while we were living here and we lived here until he was

re-called to active duty at the time of the Korean War-1950. He was slready flying jet sircraft

&t this time and continued throughout the remsinder of his Air Force career. We were stationed

in Columbus, Ga., Yictorville, Ca., Tacoms, Wa., El Paso, Tx., Louisville, Ky., as well a3 tours in

France and Germany. In 1965 he was sent to Yiet Nam. He was medically retired from Yiet Nam

in May, 1966.. after a total 27 years of military service. He retired as a Lt. Col.

We were living in Louisville, Ky. at this time but Uppie decided he would like to retire in
Florida. We moved there in June, 1970 and bought a home on Tressure Island, F1. Livingon
that wide open water was beautiful - but also miserable because of the heavy, industrial
strength humidity. | took it as long as | could but then, in 1987, after the desth of my sister, |
knew that if | were ever to get out of Florida, that had to be the time. So, we moved back to
Birmingham as a sort of compromise. Uppie likes hot weather and | like cool weather and we
1 have some of both here. Plus the fact that it is half way between our two children. Howard and



0 +A4 1 his family live in Garland, Tx. and our daughter Margaret {Bunny) and her husband live in @
— Bluemont, Ya. - in the mountsins near Winchester ¥a. We are very proud of our granddaughter
0 Kathleen Upchurch. She was born 1 March 1978 so she will be s teen-ager this year! She is
— the only grandchild we will ever have which makes her even more precious to us. | think | have
. 4 T sent you our childrens’ marriage dates. If not, James Howard Upchurch, Jr. married Ellen
© Burdette Helms in Concord, M. C. 26 Movember 1966. They are the parents of Kathleen and
© + Q believe it or not, but | named Ellen! Her parents were my good friends. She and Howard played
— together as children when we would be in Concord visiting my mother.. but did not see each other
~ for ten and one- half years. They had grown up by then and were practically strangers. Well -
A they fell in love and were married. Such a happy day for the four parents! Bunny {Margaret
T Frances) married Elwin Kyle Goad in Arlington, Ya. 31 December 1981.

— Well, | believe that is all | can tell you...except to proudly ssy that we have had & wonderful

— marrisge - there have been many, many ups and down, sorrows, seddness, disappointments...
~ but countless joys, adventures and happy times. We have two wonderful children - not perfect,
— by far -but we decided they were well worth keeping!! and we have had & home filled with love.
— &fter 49 ysars of marriage we are still in love. What more can a person ask than a loyal

— life-time mate he and she still love more with every passing day? And if we can make it until 4
— January 1992, all of you are invited to our golden anniversary!!

— A3 | wrote the last paragraph (and | guess my age has something to do with it} | am reminded of
— the last lines of a book | read sometime sgo - can't remember the book but do remember the last

— few lines which were:

— "and now as | sit facing the west, the sun is slowly sinking into the sea.
— Soon it will be twilight, and then the dark.
— But ah, my friends, it has been a beautiful day..."

—

A Do you thir—:E Robert Phillip Upchurch may want some of this information? | will send what you
£ think he would be interested in to him in case he does..

Y



T + Q More information is known about BENJAMIN NEWTON'S son, W. EDWIN "EDDIE” UPCHURCH @
D (WILLIAM EDWARD UPCHURCH). W. EDWIN was born June 4, 1877 in Clarke County,
B + T Mississippi. He was married twice, the first marriage being to CORA RILEY on 13 April 1898
0 in Lsuderdale County. CORA was bornin February 1874 in Mississippi. They had s son,
T WILLIAM EDWIN UPCHURCH, JR. who was bornin February 1899. The second marrisge, about
B 1+ 1907, was to MISS CARRIE JAMES who was born 5 March 1889. W. EDWIN, JR. rejected his
A father and went to live with relatives in St. Louis, Mo. All that is known of him is that he served
A inorld War 1 and changed his name by assuming that of a dead soldier (ED WARE). 4 daughter,
D13 + R ZELLA ELIZABETH, was born to EDWARD and CARRIE on10 July 1908 and a son, NEWTON
— BENJAMIN was bornon 10 September 1910. At this time the family was living on Bragg
— Avenue in Meridian, Lauderdale County Mississippi. Some time between 1910and 1913
£\ WILLIAM EDWARD moved his family to Birmingham, Alabsma. Three more children were born
Q+ 10+ to CARRIE and EDWARD: CARL ROGER, GERALD, and JAMES HOWARD.

/D CARRIE JAMES UPCHURCH died 19 Gctober 1929.

A WILLIAM EDWIN (EDWARD) UPCHURCH died 9 June 1935
0 ZELLA ELIZABETH UPCHURCH died 15 June 1924 .

£ NEWTON BENJAMIN UPCHURCH was born 10 September 1910 and died 27 August 1964. He was
T + A married to MISS BONITA MILNE snd hed three children: CAROL ZELLA UPCHURCH (TURNER)
A A born 8 December 1944, married HAL STEPHENSON, and has 8 son CHARLES TURNER
B STEPHENSON. They live in Michigan. DIANA UPCHURCH (TURNER) born 7 Februsry 1946 lives
P + DO inCitrus Heights, Ca. and GERALD NEWTON UPCHURCH (JERRY LEE SMITH) born 5 September
D +10 1949, married MISS MARY PARKER and has two sons, BLAKE B. SMITH born 10 January 1985
0 ard MATHEW L. SMITH born 12 January 1986. They live in Denver, Co.

& CARL ROGER UPCHURCH was born 4 July 1914 and died on 24 April 1987. He married MISS
A+ O LOCHIEL MELISSA CONWAY on 13 October 1935 and had s son, JAMES CONWAY UPCHURCH born
K+ 6 July 1936 who married MISS YIRGINIA IRENE DODD 9 November 1956 and had JAMES ROGER

R UPCHURCH born 28 December 1960 and ANDREA LYNNE UPCHURCH born 18 December 1961
Q-+ 0 (she married JAMES ELLIS O'NEILL 12 August 1989) JAMES CONWAY married his second wife,
R+ W MISS5 CAROL JEAN FLECK on & September 1967 and had SCOTT UPCHURCH born 10 December

Y 1971 and died 22 March 1972, ADRIENNE ELIZABETH born 9 May 1973 and ERIC CONRAD born

— 11 April 1975. All of this family live in Birmingham, Al.

Z\ GERALD UPCHURCH was born 27 May 1916 and died 12 May 1953. He never married.

a + 10 JAMES HOWARD UPCHURCH was born 27 June 1921. He married MISS HAZEL RUTH
© BULLABAUGH of Concord, N.C. on 4 Janusry 1942. They have two children, JAMES HOWARD
A UPCHURCH, JR. born & February 1944 1n Concord,N.C. and MARGARET FRANCES UPCHURCH

QA + 1 born 16 July 1947 in Birmingham, Al. JAMES HOWARD, JR. married MISS ELLEN BURDETTE

O + D+ AHELMS of Concord, N.C. 26 November. They live in Garland, Tx. and have a daughter, KATHLEEN,

a born 1 March 1978 in Dallas, Tx. MARGARET FRANCES (BUNNY) UPCHURCH married ELWIN
:?_ KYLE GOAD of Arlington, Ya. on 31 December 1981. They live in Bluemont, V.




J

R+ 1D DESCENDANTS OF BENJAMIN UPCHURCH AND CINDERILLA TANT

2 . UNKNOWN FEMALE (UPCHURCH)
£ 11. UNKNOWN FEMALE {UPCHURCH)
N 1. CHURCHWELL UPCHURCH
A A. RETTA UPCHURCH
Iy B. UNKNOWN MALE {UPCHURCH)
7 1¥. WILLIAM UPCHURCH
Q) A. JOHN BENJAMIN UPCHURCH
T 1. LENA UPCHURCH
£ 2. MARY UPCHURCH
o 3. MARGARET CORRINE UPCHURCH
1 4. ZACHERY TAYLOR UPCHURCH
T & EDMAWYDELLE UPCHURCH
. EUNICE NORA UPCHURCH
. JAMES TAYLOR UPCHURCH
. CHARLES JACK UPCHURCH
1. JAMES RONALD UPCHURCH
DOROTHY JEAN UPCHURCH
LILLIAN RUTH UPCHURCH
1. GARRY WADE HOSEY
2. WILLIAM RANDALL HOSEY
3. SUSAN LORRAINE HOSEY
4. STEYEN ZACHERY HOSEY
5. JOSEPH MICHAEL HOSEY

[ P T~ i}

Tho

)
o
Q
.|
a
O
Lot}
o
a

A

5.

0
0O 5. JOHN FRANKLIN UPCHURCH
0 8. BENNY LEE UPCHURCH
0 1. DAWN MARIE UPCHURCH
) 2. JOHN MICHAEL UPCHURCH
b 6. GEORGE CHESTER UPCHURCH
0  a. RITA JOYCE UPCHURCH
0 1. DANNY RAY ADAMA
] 2. PAMELA SUE ADAMS
©  b. HAROLD UPCHURCH
0 c. BARBARA FAY UPCHURCH
D 1. HAROLD DWAYNE SMITH
] 2. CLINTON NEAL SMITH
=) 3. AMY GERI SMITH
© 7. CLED L. UPCHURCH
2 8. WILLIAM MATTHEW UPCHURCH
D a. BILLIE JEAN UPCHURCH
3 b. JOHN ESTES UPCHURCH
Q1. PATRICIA ANN UPCHURCH
n 8. RANDALL R AY WEST
= b. STACY REBECCA WEST
= c. RACHAEL JANE WEST
J d. SHEILA ANN WEST
3 Z. MARY LOU UPCHURCH
nn & CARLEY WESLEY CAPPS
n) b. BOBBIE JO CAPPS
) ¢. FRANKIE LEE CAPPS
2 3. JOHN EDWARD UPCHURCH
R a. ERIN RENEE UPCHURCH
) 4. PAUL FRANKLIN UPCHURCH
8| a. ATHENA LOYE UPCHURCH



A+ ) DESCENDANTS OF BENJAMIN UPCHURCH and CINDERILLA TANT {CON'T)

——

) 5. ALAN DEWAYNE UPCHURCH
9 a. CHRISTOPHER ALAN UPCHURCH
0 ¢ <b. THOMAS EARL UPCHURCH
o ne ¢. CHESTER DWAYNE UPCHURCH
£ B. GEORGE E. UPCHURCH
A 1. THADDEUS UPCHURCH
A 2. UNKNOWN CHILD
4 C. RICHARD UPCHURCH
O D. SONNY UPCHURCH
T Y. FRANCIS E. UPCHURCH
T ¥l. NOAH P. UPCHURCH
A ¥il. AMMaC. UPCHURCH
0 A. ALLA UPCHURCH
0 ¥IHl. BENJAMIN NEWTON UPCHURCH
Q A&. LUCINDA UPCHURCH
13 B. WILLIAM EDWIN UPCHURCH (WILLIAM EDWARD UPCHURCH)
O 1. EDWIN UPCHURCH
0O 2. ZELLA ELIZABETH UPCHURCH
0 3. NEWTON BENJAMIN UPCHURCH
T & CAROL ZELLA UPCHURCH (TURNER)
A I. CHARLES STEPHENSON
) b. DIANA UPCHURCH (TURNER)
O ¢. GERALD NEWTON UPCHURCH (JERRY LEE SMITH)
I I. BLAKE B.SMITH
o 2. MATHEW L.SMITH
4. CARL ROGER UPCHURCH
£ s. JAMES CONWAY UPCHURCH
O 1. JAMES ROGER UPCHURCH
A 2. ANDREA LYNNE UPCHURCH
A 3. SCOTT UPCHURCH
4. ADRIENNE ELIZABETH UPCHURCH
A 5. ERIC CONRAD UPCHURCH
O 5. GERALD UPCHURCH
) 6. JAMES HOWARD UPCHURCH
n 8. JAMES HOWARD UPCHURCH, JR.
s I. KATHLEEN UPCHURCH
0 b. MARGARET FRANCES UPCHURCH



HhazEL ROTH BOLLAGROVEGH AT~ 2698

3727 Keswick Circle
Birmingham, 4. 35242
January 20, 1991

Mr. Robert Phillip Upchurch \D Al ‘Mrs. James H. Upchurch
P. 0. Bos 35804 2NN - 3727 Keswick Clcle
Tuscon, Arizons &bs

Dear Mr. Upchurch,

Mary Smith, of Denver, Co. told me you may be able to give me an address whereby | could write
for Belle Lewter West's book “History of the Upchurch Family”. | had this books which |
foolishly lent to a relative who misplaced it. | will appreciate knowing any way in which | may
oblain two copies of it.

Mary sent me many, many records of the Upchurches - and from these, my husband’s father who
was William Edward Upchurch {listed in the records as William Edwin) and a descendant of the
Benjamin Upchurch branch of Mississippi Upchurches was last heard of in Meridian, Ms. inor
about 1910. Well, here we are!! Showing up in Birmingham, A1} William E. Upchurch and
his wife, Carrie James Upchurch, moved to Birmingham and | have sent Mary Smith the
information from that time through the present. If by any chance you would like to have this
infor mation, please let me know. It is possible that Mary may have mailed it to you slresdy.

e are very happy thet Mary finslly located us. It is wonderful to know what happened to the
children of my husband's brother who was s wanderer from whom we heard very little - about
once a decade... but never giving infor mation about his family.. or the few things we heard were
incorrect. (that's just nice for saying he lied a lot!!) Through Mary’s many efforts we have now
hed a visit from one of them, stay in constant contact with Mary and Jerry, her husband, and
expect to see them in July. Now that my husband snd | are beginning our 7th decade - the last of
life for which the first wes made - it is s blessing to know these children. And also, it is nice to
let the Upchurch History majors know thet the family of William E. Upchurch did not just
disappesr from the face of the earthil!

Didn't intend to go on so - but | am a talker. If you can assist me in obtaining the Belle Lewter
West book, | will be most appreciative. | would like & copu and also one for my daughter. | have
called Durham, N. C. but she is not listed in the city directory by her name or married name.
Incidentally, | am from Concord, N.C. snd was interested in reading from the infor mation Mary
sent that Benjamin married & N. C. lady whose last neme was McGraw. My mother was a Mcbraw
before her marriage... my husband and | have been having some laughs that perhaps ‘way back
yonder we could have mutusl sncestorsi!

Thank you 30 very much.
Sincerely

#WKW

Hazel B. Upchurch
{Mrs. James H. Upchurch)
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BULLARD BERAN BolLAAD, J R

. L1986 IV
O 1o gy laner w0 sorucnt oy

Jerry and Pat Horne of Dynasty
Drive in Cary announce the birth of
a daughter, Ashley Caroline, on
June 29. She weighed 8 pounds.

Maternal grandparents are
Patricia Adams Bullard of
lﬁorrisville, and Bern Bullard Jr. of
Raleigh, and paternal grandparents
are Janet and Bruce Horne of Cary.




