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At that time the West was starting to attract settlers from the southern states who were suftering
from the stultifying aftermath of the Civil War, the influx of "carpetbaggers" from the North, and
the general sacial upheaval. Moving was made easier by the railroads that were penetrating into
areas that had formerly only been accessible by horseback or wagon. The rails got to Nocona,
Texas about 1887 from the East. Then Bowie was connected to the rail system on July I, 1882
as the Fort Worth and Denver City Railway Company laid track toward Wichita Falls. To anrac,;t
customers and develop freight business the various railway companies advertised heavily in the
southern states about the bountiful conditions out west, where land was cheap, fertile, well
watered, and available at the end of the rails. That was all true, of course, but they didn't talk
much about the Indians.
Well, James and Mary surely rcad the advertising and made the decision to move. It is even
likely that other members of the very large familics, both the Sparks and the Upchurches, had
already preceded them and wrote them letters of encouragement. The gravestones in the various

cemeteries in Texas and Oklahoma attest to their presence in those days.
So James and Mary traveled to Texas probably by rail to Nocona, and by wagon over to Pleasant

Valley where they bought eighty acres of farm land in what was known as Block No. 87 of Wood
Co. School Lands. Their next three children were born there in Clay County.

_ We can only guess what happened to make them dissatisfied in Pleasant Valley. Itis
likely that some of the extended family, both Sparks and Upchurch, had moved into Indian
Territory and had written letters about the fertile land, with abundant rainfall, and how much more
profitable it was to farm up there. Probably James made a trip to Sallisaw to check it out for
himself. Anyhow, the decision was made and they sold their eighty acres on Sept. 27, 1893 to
1. C. McGowan for $625. The legal document of sale is found at the Court House, Henrietta, in
book #4537, Both James and Mary signed their names with an x.

The family moved to the area around Sallisaw where the rest of their children were born.

We do not know where their farm was located but they apparently did fairly well. It is likely that
they had cattle and horses, pigs and chickens as was customary in those days. Probably the
children did not receive much schooling. The worst part of it was the lack of protection from
bands of rebelious Indians. Sure, peace treaties had been signed, and the leaders and most of the
tribes were willing to abide by the laws . But, even as now, some Indians were poor, resentful
and willing to steal in order to even things up. And so James and the family experienced repeated
thefts of their horses, cows, etc. and when they would hole up in their log cabin, aim their guns
through the cracks to shoot at the intruders they got return fire. Wearetold that on one of
these raids, James was shot by an Indian and he died January 23, 1902. As of now, June 1993,
we do not know how the estate was settled, but somehow Mary got some money out of it and
returned to the same area in Clay County where she and James had lived before.

The County Clerk of Clay County in Henrietta has in the book of records Vol. 44, page 184
deed dated Nov. 20, 1902 showing that Mrs. M. D. Sparks paid $1450, cash, . to buy 145 acres
of land in Pleasant Valley from Mr. and Mrs. H H. Morgan. It was again, a part of the Wood Co.
School Land. . Mary at that time was almost 42 years old, widowed, with eight or nine children at
hand. Charles had stayed in Sallisaw, but she had her granddaughter, 1da Mae Rogers, to rear
following the death of Leola, who was Mary's firstborn. Mary must have been a very courageous
and tough frontier woman in order to cope with that situation. We can just guess that some

kindly neighbors, friends and relatives helped her from time to time.
There was at least one big improvement over Sallisaw, no renegade Indians. And there was a

nearby school and a Freewill Baptist Church, cccupying the same small building, making it
possible to expose the kids to a bit of civilizing polish. The children gradually grew up and by
1918 they were all married and gone. Mary was 58 years old. In order to keep the farm going,
she had a small three room house built about 150 feet from the main farm house where she could
live alone, while she rented out the main house to whatever family that would come in and work
the farm for her. At various times there was R. M. (Rob), and James W.(Will), and Mattie's
husband, J. "Doug" Thompson, and Nettic's husband, George McGowan. Maybe there were
some others. The farm was not well managed nor consistently. Farm animals were sold to cover
bad management, and a debt was incurred of $350. against the property. Mary's mind began to
slip about 1927, and for several years the land taxes were not paid. Family members took
advantage of her. Finally some of the family arranged to have the County Judge declare her

incompetent, and let her affairs be handled by an administrator.
Mary died November 11, 1933 without leaving a will.. It was in the midst of a general

depression, and farms were not worth much money. When the Judge had the property appraised,
and sold to the highest bidder on the courthouse steps in Henrietta, there was only one bidder.
and that was A. D. Cozart. He paid about $9.00 an acre, but only $600 in cash, assuming all the
unpaid taxes and the debt incumbering the property. Whenall the doctors bills, and other final
expenses were paid, there was only about $290. of Mary's estate to be distributed to her ten
heirs. About $29. for each family, or their heirs.




Jonn mre#AcL U AT~ 5127

O Frem 01578199 Qo alan Spasken B APA L1900 c& 505
TNDTAN TEART IO/ ;6N - Chan shue Nidoans FORE T5P1) VA, 23€])

3’6‘”‘”’ K. 57"""'34- 4~ TOLIBD (AC) A4s.39 [ TAMES NbARRES 5PARKS)
N ol of Momehotd Vg

Marg, D, gpode -WIF f- DEC 859 (A) age 0 0 (e MARY D SLAVEY O]

CManleq, (0. &100\4)&/1, ol A ToL g8y (AL) a1 16 ( cwwgsmggj?p]mumﬂ

4 RM m. é—fa/V‘M. SoV A~ D E¢, )85§_C14L) ""6()’/}’ [RopERT MICHAEL SPMKQ
QD«M W, M, Sqerks S0 A APR (888 () og0 12 (FAmes WILLIAm 5PARKS]

.{’&ML% Sy DA 4 SEP 180G LTA) egs 1P CPEARL LEOWA SPARKS
Mol B éj’a-»v{p:. DA A~ AVElbT) Cn() a;rug {NETITE BEWE S PARKS)
Mt & . Sferhn DAY ,(/_--M,ﬂq@lb’?S'C}Igf@ca,,;[MMrIf Fren SPARKS]
Froo. 2., Spashe s A AVEBT) (Tope)iqsa [TEA FRAUX SPAEKS)
ZUY o, Sparke Sob 4 APRAD (Fem) 4ple Cooy ©RAL SPARKS])

' e ( ; . T - U

?‘J(C‘W ipdamach BO A SEP bl ADSg2 38 [mnnFow FRANK LW A]
Aftcotn wpdhuah DO A DEC 1590 L1X) 42T farcoeA W

NM?} APO -~ 1BTLL LYY ‘ ,

I 0ET Ak Moty falariy K aramik lon o Micdard " prraasaally

| W (a0 hobon mbchaaod U8~ \

2} The M Hvdie B /ML’L“’LW’”"M" j’M Sroardony wdodn
Codd e Lo Foavd . Newewrs Mamon Faovhomlh e o
{Ma%'mz;_m%w A« TentSpoly , AF 4c artamk Pl
Arcola. e e Ao Wl Dht  Arcola, wwon e am T
TX stk on Ase Bl and Hhew garm X & ok
e 2 e })W



J onn mrenAter. U XE7)-5129
0654)605 ANECOANS - 183D —~N-EWR) (O, G
CNARITY W FAMEU
M ©-5 (A 1825 1830) [sob- J. MIchAiss. UL NeE D
M S0 (e | Q0 1§25 L300 WM TEssE L AGE Y
= A0-30 (4 1860 - [RIDLCNARTTY 5. 00 AGE 323
() censvs Aeconts - Ix90~ NEVRT co, 6A
CHALLES W, FAWIILY
WM 510 (4 1830-1535) [sou-TMES MoNRos B,

O 4 lsA 1834 —AeE &)
% m s -10 (41830 - j835) [590'%4,"‘_,’/5“5"-’;’]

. T 25 -nceE
Chaas _ 4 [TOL[B25-AGE |
—Z% M 15-20 ( 4 1826~ 1325) [ Goh (I LLEA] TJESSE A

.Y ) ~iszy AsE 17]
m go -90 6&16’53“18607 £Q¢'+ML55 A A 1 FEH 155

CAGE PS - PENSTON
_ m = VOLOTTONARY wﬁﬂjig
E n2o0—30 C,@iSIO»Ié’ZD) ( CHARL S. U4 1 n9¥
-~ Aes 42l

ﬂ} hane Ao MWVF WV% e, A [w) — Mk e
g a4 (ImR) A 1TV 1829 A 5 AR 1995 |
WMAT TLDY MNE] A2l FEGIETD A 284 1790
s [ s fark iy sita A AP - 2T Ao by
Ay faq 9 hart & 2TV IEC] - R A
‘ 6 v T o Jétuwﬂ i )eési@cw
G AN é—a}/m ) )u;,%

Vallay G, Clg @, 74

.y



T o M ICHAEL W KXY 129

O Conctussun)Aansmgparnr Reqedy Ll
/:M/wb& A CHANLTY 5 UARULRcN - ATAPAZO0Z -RPY
Onantee O, Hood of Lyluscts Coat 12 “ﬁjm
AemA (TMWM Gey U, n, e A, fwf’wﬂ)j | /&
&M%m- C Svgont 4 anwx/?% =7 ”)*\ e %
ek a5 ilharey eccpar Astn am Frehlinn
Lo NC 4 poipd Y peirre 2N Loandy Lk
W ady é/ﬁﬁ/ Ao nddionn jd/,,m;(
o }Amw&% Wed 102208 g W ﬂm £ LT
Tomd o Ea vady 1802 redus Chabee avd ol
M ﬁ iy ddfar avbrol LD &A. -77&3 A/Mdocqt
e W ol aerad o Ak Ffand LTk 21
Ma goamt plod cn 674 Chalie adag hod ety
Rt 2l oy, Ao ./‘/I’Wcﬂ\//bﬂf/bj > GA s
A faly 1§00 2, S foag e ﬁ@&ﬁq o ReXads
crogh for Cusdy 5. U ot coluiht i Mo follossy |
CNARITY S0 R et avtandd Lad bod "D dday,
favnldy %M%wa OME ANAN oo Joilodort dt
il

Nagt Loy o M GREEV., e, Uiy
WTILEAM TESSE N ARKA Wibbiary Lews Wrakou Goarers £
182y 4 m/@f{ﬂ@,ﬁ\w//% /1829 4 QW\MLWMQJ,ZT
G 180 TR ok e g nalB glole oy e 280 FIEYT
Camtgg ﬁa/{ At 3 daddavir . QPO 0o gnRans AT
CAL A\ 823 ey A M i R Wpthaas, étj;,»( &%«/MQ




Jorn MICHREL A XTI—-512%

O etz frsen APL) 55U Viedk gan GAPRI9GE iy Capa o, TX cortl
Me L >{«~Mavt& L R MZ;/AM(/,[J%?? Z,gwa;,{M vy ATE
v{(b;buvﬁr‘(_ (VL&,!,.,MX /—ZZ.,Q ﬂ%,q_»yw_\, /J?M(:_z é%«@,&dt{*‘ck T /MZ C«. I

,&wﬂ_ MWL e/ <5° (d—f/u/,oj_ ed.
W%MM éuz, 2l 60"-4«/4 o5 4 QAR D BT - {2““5

/f W
&JQJZQ’L /&JN’% J o P Cirthopn A, L

= |
J o s g ,%'M M‘*‘é‘@m | Sy ST
iy 4 At /z,(L A A MmA () Tww &y wien -

m W%% Jos MQ_M/ Rec K, I
ot Lo U ; Y s OALTER
M&Lﬁéo_s/ﬁmww & /Ld"%«zzuwy Za% & LJZ[ZM o

Mo feoy A~ Z %" MO RATS

/U‘ . Wﬂ /t/(. ) _ :
% sz Foiy %M Shlotad  Hoks A /pﬁz .Sfj-tz’f’/’/#\ﬁ
ﬁ W M‘{ ' . 5 [" ’ ‘
™ M Z&»«t’— AM_, C/zwwfwwm A, (,h‘w{'hl"r?’ LA Vf1,;fj
AN M\)@ Koy Soagoria )‘?M/V/Uf—) A v
s /% e &;ﬁﬂﬁf/ % ’Z/% POILL/ B ALY )

N~ W Ak il B ]
i i Lyl o, G &7, T i u - 5L
A’/k;-’f';’Z/&M v W% o{/m,{ Wf'f A CpAr U - |

/v‘/z Z /wﬁ’-&; iy C L Nvy = == GREEV

AL R 7S
- A 4 W&c | JUbE ML i
/ﬁ)@ /UA% /%/M 1 _/é(_//w{ R / /)U/T/l/)’/
TrVES
ZQ/M/L)‘%. {peA A- d\/I‘L’U,aL)t W,Ir

A ca«fJL 39‘153 | _'é[-

%\;jbat JL ,L r //f 3 T LT

CALAL L o AL ' LU v
M / i, 24 Lonir LEWTY REA

~L I &

Pt wloth, aZfﬂ ﬁ/gézatﬁ/ Llanth AKA LI,
&% % W L% : ﬂ.aa’ag l[,.{,w.Lf) L_]
B432 mg;um;%? %M /(M 4
5 P , i
&u/,ui_ W (I/%% I ) [ More: Thic ""?f“"’"‘%
Le,a . :
EETLIV



JowN MrcHAel A
OFnsun Nitie of 1D 55U Sefasmn TR pyrz 16 APAIT7E

%(Q//b%“/@’ Fzz"’wudz&.m( ég} . G =L ez,

o Dl e e e

Wsdhe i FHa /M* Venviou Poddie M’Z"VZ’V
&m pn Coung Lao— flaupn. . % vl U
‘Q_ [, M ﬂl_a}\@ﬁd‘ Mzw«M) Hle i %«A-&:/

199/

m%u - ok Michiask U

Mt Varmen | Faombdou Lo, X




Jont  pucsper 1\ PRCEN  ATU-s12)
@éu_ Coreve | 8O- M anahdl <o, AL

ichaek. h wM S A [T, ikarls U
Mt ha U GO Wife 4 €4
puikleonn m. & [} Sew AL
Foswdidoos M. A 13 Sam A
Uree G. 4 1l Do A
WMog. F- th 8 Jonr L4t
/deugha M U4 Jerr bA

A A 2 Qe A ) |
m& u 82 metler aac [ hany S ]

) see $7 72 nec 1794 Dove fean Akl B AT
Ma G&F A TMUt sl a2y luat™ bk 1580 Certzeis yeL
(0 shent) Arovie Al jfo% 7[ T HUA gueaq Letns any VA
Namy sovpt IMAL A 5 MAR 1705&2“(7 la , 7X)
© e 19000 Fig] Mogfrd A B R
CsR MU -Lo R CYb #LINVF flud- S oA
C Artwmz MK = Im AL - 2PN

(D Faowm £ ZDEC 1996 Reova 4’“‘”" Achlin ZrRPA

I found a micro film of Gonfederate's Widow's Application
for a rengion in the Okls. Historical Llbrary.

I have a copy of
Michael'sy widow, Matilda, application with Affidavits showing
Michaelfwss a member of Co. K, Reglment 46th Ala. Infantry. This

was verified aug. 11, 1915 by the War Dept. showing hefenllsted
April 24th (no year). Hefwas listed on a bounty roll Msy 16, 1862
and listed as caotured May 16, 1863 at Champion Hill (also shown

captured May 17, 1862 at Big Black) paroled July 3, 1862 at
Fort Delaware, Delaware.
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