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The iudividual in the fore; 'rmmd of this sppg seems Ly have

a Very satisried lcuk on ihis pall — Teason - the tickstz he
20lds in his hands represent $47.50 he had Just won on Ty
Lee in the fentucicy Derby.

JONWN N—cnUL’)&ﬁ\j K, I
&

9. This is me sitting on a rock by Uncle Shadae's spring on his old

S £ ver',{ cold refreshing
lace down by Sliciford, drianking a cup o 2
E&tar from the spring. The air coaddag out of tie Spring cave

is like the open door of a refrigerator.
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Ive been very interested in the research Melva has done, and have been tascinated by the
possibility (probability?) that George Upchurch (1810) had another child — The only
children ] had ever heard of was Shadrack — the older half brother of Giles, and William
Alfred. My mother knew very little family history — she said she thought Giles was an
orphan and that he might have been raised by a brother. 1 had supposed that brother was
Shadrack, although now I'm wondering! I have heard of “Uncle AIf* from Will, Palmer
and John. %

The enclosed e-mail I copied from an internet list spurred me to write tonite. The
information this lady describes, is near the stories I had heard about what happened to the
Upchurch farm in Wayne County, and the reason John Hendersofibecame interested in
tracking down the heirs. My mother had told me that for several years afier they came to
Missouri, Giles received royalties from oi] on the land and “then they just gradually
stopped coming.”

During the late ‘40s or early ‘50s Will Upchurch and his wife Hettie made a visit to
Wayne county. Hettie said “thousands of dollars of virgin timber” had been cut and sold
off. The impression was that because there was no one around to keep them from doing
it, the lumber company just went in and illegally cut the timber. John was interested in
running down all the information and tracking down all the living relatives, but I think it

was more an interest in the history than in actually making claim on behalf of the heirs.
My mother raised John-dnd Avanell afier their mother died, as well as Laurie who was

born in 1901. J.ghm—‘r_a;-g—-ically contracted tuberculosis of the bone and lost a leg when he
was about 11 or 12 years old. After graduating from high school,_hewent on to
Chillicothe (MO) business college, and upon graduating, took a civil service exam.

While waiting for an appointmem,jg_ﬁ‘vorked at Longview — a large horse farm near
Kansas City. The owner, Miss Lula Long, showed horses around the country, and always

at the American Roval in Kansas City.
Hé didn’t keep in close touch with the family for several years after he went to

Washington DC, however in later years_hfci\did. }_—I_ig]ad)-' friend corresponded with my
mother from time to time, and 1 wrote 1o her after my mother’s death and heard from her
once or twice. She had several old family pictures — tin types, etc, and Giles “gold
watch.” Unfortunately I haven’t heard from her for 25 or more years, and I can’t
remember her last name — first name was Garland. I'm sure she is dead and it would be
anyone’s guess as to what happened to the family pictures, or the papers hé had
developed from his/family research.
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Pleve Aedwm L“_l DIES IN
WASHINGTON, D. €

5 e | i L\ * l

in ) FEHRLY .
i , 5, John Upchurch, B3, dicd Monday!
AV fw,\.‘ld.,(,\,;{_f\- in Washinmton, D, C. 1lle was a |

‘ o 1A f:\;:ﬁﬁ'&;iulw)t\l of Caldwell Cnunly.t
[)’-4'#' y Cak Al A Upchurch was born in Mirabiie,

(A‘:, I‘H[/\. c_'{w]' and was a retired federal worker,

Mrs. John Morgan, his sister, is,
/ ” his only sufvivor. I

d ‘ K, i

']”T“—'Ll“"(“'"d = Graveside services will bhe held,

Wodnesday at 2:00 p.m. at the Mir- '

abile Community Cemetery, wiith

w0 Ay > Rev. Charles Munson officiating.
}"M("L b UL’ J The bodv is being sent to the
Clark mortuary at Kingston.

o Coumingn, #70¢
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E MARY W) wIlitam HARRTGoW N, ALFREY  Washington 6, D. C. R0
[ROXTE MARY U, wIlL pALmMER X, August 2, 1958 100N 199Y

-.v Dear Roxie, Will, Palmer and Pernie: PERWIE LEE UB [FTLE COP‘D’ ;

This is what you might call a NewslLetter pertaining to Cousins, Estate, or other
Kinfolk matters generally, and since I have the same informtion to impart to all
of you, am sending carbon copies of it to each, elisinating the necessity of writing
the same words four times, thereby saving i valuable?77?7221729? time. _
wrzuzam ALFRED U /\)[MAR‘I £
In my efforts to locate the missing heirs (children /of the deceasad Hary (Upchureh)
Miller, I had to try other sources than Uncle ALf's living children. So, ths trail
let up around Ava end Segmour, Missouri, where 0ld John Hepderson Upchurch 1ived (that
I am named after, as I rescall it being narrated to me), \{lere, I believe, I struck
the best spurce of information that I could possibly hope )for, as ALf went there first
after leaving Kentucky and lived there several years. [Sorw HEWDERSDD W, E) 7
ToYCE ETNEL A
S0, let me :&ntroduce[to you Cousin Joyce (Upchurch) Andrews, a daughter of John Hendergon:
Upchurch, 'by the enclosed copies of her 3 letters, in which she gave me the names and’: .
addresses (after coneiderable effort on her part) of all the living children and grend -
children of Alf'a oldest daughter, Mary (Upchurch) ¥iller. This completes location of °
all the heirs. There has been considerable correspondence between Cousin Joyce and I - -
and when she learned I was planning to stop over in Morrilton, she insisted I cowld *
stop gver in Springfield. So, as she has been of such great help in our project, even i -
though she does not benefit from it, I figured I would spend at least one day with her . |
while I also looked over some of Uncle Alf's grandchildren in that arsa. You will note -
- that she has arranged everything for my convenience. You will also note that she
remembers Porter during one of his sojurne in his gounger if not wilder days. Also
at she is'leaving immediately on a trip with one of her daughters to Colorado where
shs will also' try to contact Will, but is coming back in time to meet me. o
[Zsahe PORTER ) CRaimon D CARRSLL) 63
In the meantime, Raymond Carrick, cousin of Joyce, (who is with the Post Office Department
here in Washington, who formerly was Postmaster at Seymour, Mo., and who alsn is the son
of one of tha sisters of John Henderson Upchurch;~got the word about me and called me
up. We have had several telephone sonversations and dinner together once, He has quite -
8 lot of dry humor in him and if encouraged 4 little I think would develop into a fairly ,
good "Tall Tale Teller® although not necessarily the bragging kind. I thought I had
him started several times but when thinking about it aftermards believe 1 mmst have

discouraged him by matehing the ones he did tell (or trying to).
Cmss(mom MOSES 1K) 1)

He told me about his other fameous wncle, Absolum Upehurch, a krother of John Henderson, -
who went back and forth to California eight times with ‘mothing but a buckboard and a - L
span of mules and that he must have driven them back and forth to Kaintuck at least s
twentyiive times; that he always had plenty of money, mostly in twenty dollar gold piéces,
and no one could figure out where he kept it or how he carried it ercund without getting .
robbeds but they finally found out that he had it hidden in a false bottowtof his mules!
grain buckets and fastened at various strategic spots in his mules' harness and besides T
all that it was considered very dangercus to even let Uncle Absolum think that you :

might consider pestering him, . LCHRTSTo PHETL COLVWMBLS u:_(

However, he said, that hie best liked uncle but probably tle woret, Columbus Upchurch,
was fameous for his lies and practical jokes which were sometimes quite troublesome,

One time they saw him riding down the road whipping and spurring his horse like the
sheriff was after him, so they alll ¥elled to him "Rhats your hurry, stop off a while
and tell us a few lies", He yelléd bBack " I havn't got time, Aunt Dody just died amd

I am going over and see if I can help out", They all liked Aunt Dody (whoaver she wss),
so they hooked up to the carrisge amd drove over to ses if they could help out also, but

W SenT am dertdy 703”/01‘2’19/4M L. foanns CW!M@&W») thezy

B Retud Pluttnp Upihucine,
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when t'.hey arrived Aunt Dody met them at the door and said "Lands sakes, I was Just
wonderin whan you all would get around to coming over, Columbus just rode by but didan't

ebop™. CsiADRACK THOMAS Y

Since Joyce had told me her Grandfather was T. 8. (Shade) Upchurch, 1 showed him the
tintyps picturs of the "Shade" that I have always been told was our great uncle or
great great uncle or cousin or something else. He said as near as he could remember
him or any other pictures he had seen of him that looked like him, When I told him
the atory about that "Shade" when he waa talking to some girls and the small boys
run up and sald "shade the bees are stinging your horse to death down by the hiteh
rack", and his reply was "Just let them sting, I cantt be bothared while I am talking
to the pretty girls®, MHe sald from what he could remember about his Grandpap Shade P
that sounded like him all right, except for letting the bees sting the hoss to death, %'
for Grandpap was very particular about letting anybody handle his hosses and he figgered
if a bes pestered one of them it wouldn't stand no more chance of livin than a hoss fly.
He said Orandpap used to have some pure Hamiltonian trotters and that he gave his mother
a black mars once that could show her heels to anything in the country. When I descrihed
the picturs to Joyce and told her of the bee incident, she insists it rust be a picture
of her Grandfather.

CRAMOVD CARRITCK) ‘
During his quizsing me sbout our side of the family he asked if any of them had a
tendency to believe in signs, tokens and othe r mysterious indications. I told him
we did and I remembersd many of the old folks having visions, dreams and tokens which
they would interpret and foracast happenings and events which as a general rule came
true, and that we slways planted our taters on Good Friday, and never kllled hoge or
any other kind of meat unleas 1% was in the right time of the moon and that when I
was young I tried to get them to do some planting and meat killing at other times just
to see whether it was 80 or not but was never successful, He said it was Just as well
that we didn't waste the time because they always did their planting and killing when
the moon was just exactly right, while neighbors who didn't understand their signs
would plant and kill hit or miss, and that his folks' taters and truck was always .
bigper and better and their meat never shrunk up but remsined firm and never spoiled,

He said Joyce used to be a school teacher and that he was also connected with the
school system down there befors he was appointed Postmaster. He also sald that I
couldn't have contacted a better person that Joyce to help me in obtaining the inform-
ation I wanted, or any other kind of information, although there were a few down around

there who could give her pretty close competition,

So, as a result of Joyce's efforts, enclosed is copy of a letter from kose Niller of
Springfield, a grandson of Alf, indicating his support in owr venture, .

Hext, coples of two letters from Orville L. Miller of Kensas City, another grandson of + "
Alf, expressing his confidence and trust in me with slight reservations.

Also copy of letter from Mrs. F. L. (Juanita) Hickey of Kansas City, Kansas, a great
granddaughter of Alf, who saya yes.

Copy of letter from Mrs. Li.l]y Tate, R # 5, 9pringfield, another great granddaughter
saying yes.

Copy of Joint letter from Ralph and Willlam Swearengin, Willard, Mo., and Everett
Swearengin of Springfield, all grea® grandsons of Alf, giving the go ahead.

- PAGE 2
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Last, but by no meana least, copies of two letters from Mrs. iMary Lammon, Wichita,
Kansas, another great granddaughter of Alf. It is a little difficult to interpret,
but by invoking the abilities to read signs and interpret the yystic handed down to
me by our ancestors I hope to be able to sift it properly and swing her over to our
side, Her first letter was definitely written by her but the second was written by
gomeone elae as the writing is distinetly different, although she might have dictated
it, You will note that she has run acoross some of Joyce's relatives there. I don't
think it can be explained to her by letter as it would probably be prolonged into an °
endless correspondence. I will call her up while in Kansas City or Denver as I think
I can do more by talking to her, especially after I confirm the fact to her of how
ancient and feeble I am which she has slready divined, although I don't know from what -
signs or token. If my time would permit I would definitely drop by aml see her and '
eat that meal she wants to fix me like her Grandmother used to fix for her. In the
meantime if any of the rest of you should get ths chance be sure and drop in am! sée
her for I am sure she wood cook one up for you also. That sounds like chicken and:
dunplins to me, the hound's ear type at that.

JOHN O
g[som HENDERooN U I} B

Encléosures.

PAGE 3
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Seymour, Misaouri
RFD
May 3, 1958

Dear Sir:

1 received your letter cencerning information about descendants ef Mra.
Mary Upchurch Miller, I have been teld one er mere of her children are living .
in Springfield, Mo, I have contacted a rslative of Harvey Miller whe perhaps
knows the names and whereabeuts of seme of tham and I am waiting for an answer. ’
As soen as I get this informatien I will write yeu. '

T an net a descendant ef Alfred Upchurch but my father, John Hendersen
"Upchurch was a cousin te him.

b, [ 3ol hevbelsed, I}
I will write again when I get this information.

Yours Truly | |
Mra. Jeyce Andrews “ i

U S
A BERUTEE
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Seymour, Mo.,
R # 2, Box 63
lay 6, 1958

Dear "Qousin" [maR & )

I am enclosing names of Mary "Upchurch® Miller's heirs. liary had 1 girl and 4 sons.
The girl and 2 sons have passed away., The girl's name was Myrtle and she left 6
children. These are her heirs. She married a "Swearengin", If there is any question
or explanation I'll be glad to help or call them. Mose called me, also wrote.

I want to hear from you and know you ere my father's relative. MHisz name was John o
Henderson Upchurch. My Grandfather was Shade or T. S. Upchurch. “y

TG [shmORACK TromAs Wl |
I can remenber Alfred and would like to know if any of his children are living. Think:

Alfred had a brother in North Missouri *Cameron" named Qiles. _ '
Ly [ eries weril WL

Let me hear about their estate and glad to help out., 7
| Sincerely

. (signed) Mra. Joyce "Upshurch" Andrews S
P. 8. How did you £ind me? o

TR T S R e S Mh T D Ch AR R Wy v On Bn TR W e e Cm am A es me e am

"ENCLOSURE TO ABOVE LETTFRY

Namea, relationship and addresses of Mary (Upchurch)
Miller's heirst

Mose Miller . Son 624 West Webster St.,Springfield,Mo.
L. o
()rvi.].ll.e4 Miller Son 515 Admiral Boulevard,Kansas City,Mo.
. or

E\RP\RIC‘D F. L. FECKET) 1309 Pennsylvania St., Kensas City,lo.
Juanita Hickey Crand Baughter . 1211 South 40th St.,Kansas City,Kansas
‘ b, (e JuANITR Swear Sngind)
Everett Swearengin Grand son 1104~1/2 E. Central, Springfield,ko.
Krs. Iilly Tate Grand daughter Springfield, YHo.,R # 5
Ralph Swearengin Grand son Willard, Mo., R # 1
Wiilliam Swearengin Grand son Willard, Mo., R # 1 ,

/2 L marRrep <. D. Lommon AN

Hrs. Mary Lammon Grand daughter 1920 West 25th St.,N.,Wichita,Kansas

L, Cpee MARY  SWEAREW &)
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. C Seymour 2 HO., w

R # 2, Box 63

July 27, 1958

Dear Cousin : ' {pswac PPATER 73

Thanks for the nice letter. I kopt thinking maybe you were Porter's brother, He
visited us about 3 or 4 years before I was married.

Yes, ny cousin on my Mother's side called Bill Upchurch in Denver for me, but she
couldn't remember about his family. She also lives in Denver. I knew he was down

at Barney's. i [oL&R ANTDREWS) WARRTED ~> » [RATMOND PavLsEN) * §

L [ HATWE
I'11 be happy to meet you in|Springfield, September 4th. You call Ray Paulsen,
Un-2-9928 and I'1l be there, and Olga (my dsughter) will como after you, If you
can't get her call (Hobert) or L. H. Upchurch and they'll help you find Olga. Bub
we'll be expecting you. Sorry you can't stsy longer. : - S
Cewrs NoBART W) L
Please tell Susie and Mose I remember them, but hed forgotien the others. L E

It is nice you and i?.aymond have mast.

I visited soms cousins in Oklahoma years ago and his name was Jody Upchurch. 1 wdnder 1
where he came in? ‘

Alfred Upchurch and one of my Mother's brothers married gsisters.

My daughter and family are coming from Illinois this week a.d we are going to colorqﬂo.
I will try and get a chance to call your brother while in Denver. o

Yes, 1 can remember my Grandfather "Shade", mostly aboub riding on his back. cuuld you
bring the "tintype" of my Grandfather with you? :

Hope you can read this as I am trying to get all my letters written before we leave.
pe ¥ CRoTH ELERANDR AVDRED)

I have two daughters living in Springfield, Mrs. B. D. Mitchell or (Ruth Eleanor),
phone Un-6-8208, but try Olga first.
Hope you have a nice and successful trip.

 (signed) Your Cousin Joyce

P. S. I have rushed so getting this written I may have left out part of it. Olga's
address is Mrs, Ray Paulsen, 1145 South Fremont St., Springfield, Un-2-9928.
You and Olga will have semething in common — vhed Hair"., My othor daughter

is a widow and works as a secretary. o

We'll be home last week of August, so if you should change your plans you write;: Lo
me at Seymour., I'll be at Olga's but want you to meet my other daughter also, o
and, also my brother Hobert. :

Mose Miller has a phone.~(:§nd 1 have talked with them — So Long
o Joyce



COoOPY
Moy 21, 1958 °

kr. John Upchurch
Dear Cousin

We disoussed your' plan and we are willing for you to take the matter in your
judgement as to what dispusition to. make for the advantage of all concerned

Sincerely, your Cousin
(Signed) Hose Miller
62/ W. Wiebster
Bpringfield » ko,

P. 8. Stop and see ma if you ean

y ok
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May 21, 1958

Dear Johns

Am writing in regard to the estate of my Mother Mary (Upchurch) ¥iller. As I under- ~ .
stand it ay Brother Mose, my Sister Uyrtle and I will receive our Mother's share iRt
1/8th of 1/6th of 100 acres of land to be divided by us three each getting 1/3rd oo
of 1/8th of 1/6th of ene hundred acres, Let me know if this is correst, Also
any further details you can furnish,

Hoping this finds you feeling wall and walting to hear from you
I remain
Very truly yours
(Signed) Orville L. killer

1309 Pennslyvania St.,
Kansas City, o,

CoOPY May 27, 1958
Dear Cousin John
After reading your letter, have decided to leave the disposal of my share of tho
estate up to you, with the understanding that you will fumish any information - ..
concerning this matter that I may request in the future,

Hope this letter finds you well, and that we can get together when you come to K.C. l

Yours truly

(Signed) Orville L, Miller
1309 Pennsylvania St.,
Kangas City, Mo.

'P.s.
Send all mail concerning this matter to the above address,.




COPY - .

Kansas City, Kansas
May 31, 1?58

Dear Mr. Upchurch

I rdoeived papers concerning the estate of my Great Grandfather Alfred Upchurch. e
Of course, X knew nothing about the estate, but after reading it over carefully o
and realising that I could do nothing by myself I concluded the wise thing to do '
is to turn ths matter over to you for settlement.

You have the addresses of my family correct. The address of Orville Miller is
515 Admiral Boulevard, Kansas City, Mo., a board:lng house which is managed by
Mrs. F. L. Hiokey,

We have had sickness in the family is the reason that I have not answered sooner.

I will have to leave the part of my sisters and brothers in Springfield, ¥o0., and
ml&rd’ Mo., to ir. Moss Miller,
Yours truly ' Pve :'j;f'"i f

(Signed) Urs, F. L. Hickey
Kensss City, Kansas IEREEA
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Springfield, Mo.
R # 5, Box 352
June 7, 1958

Nr, John Upchurch
W&ahmﬂton, D. C.

Dear Cousini

I am willing to let you take the matter congerning the property into your hands

uging your judgement as to what disposition o make for the advantage of all
concerned,

Sincerely, your Gousin

(signed) Nrs, 1illy Tate
Route # 5, Box 352

8pringfield, Lo,
|




coprPY

Willard, Mo.
June 7, 1958

Mr. John Upchurch
W&Bh., DI ct

Dear Cousing

I received your letter concerning the property. I discussed your plans with my

two brothers, William and Everett, and we are willing to let you take the matter
into your hands using your judgement as to what disposition to make for the

advantage of all concerned,

This is all the paper we had at the time we could all sign it at once. So please
excuse it,

Our addresses are:
Ralph Bwearengin, R # 1, Willard, No.
William Swearengin, R # 1, Willard, Mo.
Everett Swearengin, 1104-1/2 E. Central, Springfield, lo.
Sincerely, your Cousins
(signed) Ralph Swearengin

n Wiilliam Swearengin
n Everett Swearengin
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' 1920 Viest 25th St., @
June 14 1958 fiichita, Kansas

Dear (ousin John:

Received your letter. Sure glad to hear from you. I didn't sign any papers. I didn't
know any thing about this until I received a lebtter from you. I am not going to sign
any papers until I find out more aboub this. Where is this property located? What
town is it in? At how much is it worth an acre?

My sister Juanita Hickey lives in Kansas City, Kansas. Her address 1s 1211 South AOth,
I don't know where Orville is. He is suppised to be in Kensas City, Kansas sore place.

Myrtle Miller was my mother., She is dead, Left 6 children, 3 boys and 3 girls. Mary
(Upchurch) Miller was my CGrandmother. She was a wonderful Grandmother, I loved her.
_ I always wanted to meet some of her parents. Didn't have the chance. I never have met
any of the Upchurch family, but it has always been ay great desire ever since I was a
child but never got to or never knew if any of them wereeven living.

I sure would like to meet you. Why don't you come and see me. I would love for you
to come and stay with me if you could and stay just as long as you wish. We could
talk about all of them. I would love to have a picture of my Great Grandfather Alfred
Upchurch and Great (randmother. I am sending you a picture of myself. See if I look
like any of the Upchurch family. Hope I do, my father always sald I did, said I looked
just like my Grandmother Mary (Upchurch) iiller. I know I look like her, but I wonder
if I look like any of the rest of them. .

Oh$ yes, I found an Upchurch in the phone book here in Wichita. I had them come out and
they are related to me. They are my cousins and yours too I guess,

I had a nervous break down but am much batter now. I have always wanted to meet the
Upchurcha all of my life since I was a child. It makes me nervous every time I think
about not getting to meet any of them because it has always been my great desire. Why
don't you come to see me? I think it would make me feel better now.

I was so thrilled to hear from you. I have always respescted that name of Upchurch,

1 guess you think this sounds silly, but I feel real close to you since I have found
you. You sald you were going to Kansas City in Auguast. I Just live two hundred miles
from Kansas City, Kansas. You could take a train from there and call me. I would
meet you at the train. My telephone number is TE 8-1378, I would know you. You
could stand in front of the eating stand in the Depot. That is the way I would know
you, If you can't come and see me, call me long distance some time. You don't know
how much better I would feel. YWe are listed as C. D. Lommon in the telephone book

in case you would misplace my telephone number.

I would be so glad to meet you. You will have to excuse my writing. I would love to
prepare you a big meal Just like my Grandmother Mary (Upchurch) Miller used to fix me.
Mary Upchurch was her name before she married a killer, Harve Miller. Her dad was

Alfred Upchurch.

I had you a letter typed and tore it up. Thought I would write you one myself. Hope
you ean read this and also hope I hear from you before long. Just breaks my heart to
think I haven't known about you years ago. I Just want to cry every time I think about

you of all of these years and just now flnding you.

I am sending you a picture of myself. Well, if you go through Kansas City, Kansas, my
sister Juanita Hickey kimom= lives at 1211 So. 40th., so you won't have trouble finding

her,



) . @

I didn't like Herve Miller. He is dead now. He was mean to me when I was small, but
my Grandmother married him. Mary (Upchurch) liller was a wonderful lady. Every one
loved her. She did all she could after my mother died, then she died shortly after
about 5 years, I think she worked too hard and Harve was so lazy I didn't ever respect
him,

fell I guese you think I have written you a book. I would ratier talk to you, so I
guess 1 will close.

Hoping to hear from you soon
Love

(signed) Hary Lowuon
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Wichita, Kansas
July 18, 1958

Dear Cousin Johnt

I wrote you a letter with my picture in it asking you about the property that we
are heirs to, where it was located and what town it was in.

Did you get ny letter? I sure hope you did, but I guess you are rather getting
pretty well up in age, Maybe you didn't feel like writing.

1 gave you my sister's address in Kansas City, Kansas, but I will give it to you
again. Her address is 1211 South AOth St., Kansas Ciby, Kansas, lrs. Juanita Hickey.

When you take your trip in August I wish you would come through vichita if you can.

I would love for you to meet sonme Upchurchs here I found in the phone book. They

are very lovely people and they are related to Joyce (Upchurch) Andrews, the one who
gave you our names, If you don't get to come by here and happen to stop in Springfield,
Yo., Joyce (Upchurch) Andrews' brother L. H., Upchurch lives at 1818 South Fort St.,
Springfield, ko. He said he would love to meet you.

I also have a sister in Springfield, Missouri and two brothers, Ralph Swearengin, but
he lives out in the country. I will give you his phone number. He would be glad to
pick you up and take you out to his house. His phone numbar is Sherwood 2-2203,

If you don't get to come by here I wish you would please write., I wish you would
come by if you can. I know you are getting up in age, and 1 guess it makes it hard
on you to try and go all the places, but if you feel like it I wish you would please
answer this lebter I will close with love and hoping to hear from you soon.

Sincerely
(signed) Mary Lamuon

1920 West 25th Street, North
Vilchita, Kansas
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- Washington 6, D. C.
Dear Roxie & Pernie: March 29, 1962

I imagine by this time you two have gotten in so much conversation that possibly you -

are repeating yourselves while trying to think of something new to tell — so, I o
thought I would try and break in on it to give you a rest by assigning you a small .
project. Lo
You will probably both remember that the last time I #aw you I asked if you rememberéd - .. ¢ -
how to make one of those vinegar pies Ma used to make, and you both had forgotten the .
reckpe., The other day I was strolling along the street near the Library of Congress o
and happened to look in the window of a Bakery Shop at the display of breads, pies, L
cakes and other knick nacks and I naturally thought of it again. I went directly cosie T
across the street and into the Library and consulted the index on ¢ook books and had, - |
them pull out the ones I thought sounded like they covered the widest range of goodies.. - :.
Below are my findings: PR

VINEGAR PIE :
(This recipe (with a few changes) goes back to Golonial Days (By Eleanor Early)
A Random House Publication (I think Bemnet Cerf must have given it to her). '

4 egg yolks 1 Pinch salt

2 egg whites 1 cup sour cream

1 cup sugar 3 tablespoons melted butter

1/4 cup flour 3 tablespoons cider vinegar

1/2 teaspoon nutmeg 1 cup nutmeats (walnuts or pecans)
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon ' (or mixed)

1/2 teaspoon allspice 1 cup seedless raisins

1/2 teaspoou ecloves 9-inch pie crust

1st step —~ Beat egg yolks )
2nd step - Beat 2 egg whites until stiff. Fold sugar into stiffly beaten . . .. -
whites and mix with yolks S
3rd step - Sift flour with spices. Add alternately with cream to first
mixture. Combine butter and vinegar. Fold in nuts and raisins.
4th step — Pour into 9-inch half baked pie shell which has been in 450 degrees
oven 10 minutes. Bake in 400 degree oven 5 minutes. Reduce heat
to 350 degrees, Bake until filling begins to get firm about 15
minutes, ' BN
5th step — Remove from oven. Cool and top with whipped cream, This is a
trempling sort of pie and the filling should waiver a bit. '

So much for that one — very faney, I almost quit writing it down in the middle. It = 1= -
don't sound like it to me. Too much spices, nuts and raisins and not enough vinegar, = ...,
so says my experience as a Chef. Why didn't they call it a raisin, nut and spice pie = '
and be done with it? If thats a vinegar pie that goes back to Colonial Days it needs
an old fashioned American Revolution to take it out from under the "Colonial Yoke! or ' . -
nyolkt (HOWS THAE FOR WIT?) If I had an audience I'd expect laughter and applause. o

However, don't let my absence restrain you. v Nt

So many of the recipes were accompanied by history, rhetoric, literary efforts includ-
ing romance that, naturally, I have to add some of my own, to which I hope you don't

object. If so, skip mine, and concentrate on the recipes.
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| Here is another with a little more vinegar but still too much spice and raisins (The SN
lasses sound like it would fit in)s looks like an egg or so might help out also: s

YINEGAR PIE

From the book entitled "Secrets of New England Cooking" by Ella Shannon Bowles T
and Dorothy S. Towle: SR

1/2 cup water 1 cup raisins 1/4 teaspoon cloves
3 common crackers 1/2 cup vinegar

1/2 cup molisses 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

1/2 cup sugar 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg

Pour the water owver the rolled crackers, add the remaining ingredients, mix we]_'l., :
and bake in two crusts. Put in hot oven 450 degrees E for 10 minutes, then reduce YA
to 350 degrees and bake forty minutes more, et

In this same book there was a recipe for a vinegar cake. I don't see any harm in
having cake with pie so will send it along also:

VINEGAR CAKE
3/4 pound of flour 1 small tablespoon mkxed spices
3/4 cup butter 1/2 pound mixed candied fruits
2 tablespoons vinegar 1l cup milk
3/4 cup brown sugar 1 teaspoon bicarbonate soda

Rub the butter into the flour and add the sugar and fruit and mixed spices. Put
the vinegar into the milk and add the soda, beat to a froth and wix with the dry
ingredients. Beat well., Put into a well greased cake pan and bake in a moderate
oven 350 degrees F. for 1-1/2 hours,

That might make a fairly good cake, but my first reaction as a Chef asks "fhere are . . .. .
the eggs? Also it seems light on wvinegar to be called that.,

Hold on to your hats — here comes one from Texas including the rhetoric, set forth
in "Good Home Cooking Across the U.S.A." by nell B, Nichols:

VINEGAR PIE

WWinegar Pie rates as a Ranch Treat. A generation ago vinegar pie was sgnonymous : ;.
with dessert perfection on ranches of West Temas. The taste for it has not = -
entirely disappeared even though apples now commonly are available even in
remote spots. Many cattlemen have described it to me as one of their favorite
foods., All of them stressed how the faint but wonderful aroma of apples from -
the cider vinegar fills the ranch house while the bie bakes: ’

2 egg yolks 1/4 cup flour
2 cups water 1-1/2 cups sugar
1/2 cup eider vinegar 1/2 teaspoon lemon extract

1 tablespoon butter

Line an 8-inch pan with pastry. Combine the egg yolks, water, wvinegar, and
melted putter. Mix flour & sugar and stir them into the winegar mixture. Add
lemon extract and pour into the pastry-lined pan. Bake in a hot owven 450 degrees
10 minutes, then reduce the neat to moderate 350 degrees, and bake 20 to 30

minutes longer. GCool,

Hurrah for Texas ~ that sounds more like it, but again calling on my Chef!'s intuition
Page (2)



I ask why spoil the taste with lemon extract when its vinegar we're after. Maybe it
was the alcohol in that lemon extract that caused the aroma the ranchers liked to
"sniff.

By this time I was becoming a little bored with fanning through cookbooks and my brain
machinery was grinding out other messages which said "Afterall, you are in the Library
of Congress, the greatest library in the World, which has a copy of everything printed
in the U.S.A., and other countries obtainable, which are listed and cross-indexed by
author, subjects and sub-subjects, so why not look under vinegar in the master ,index, -
the main ingredieut you are after?® So after pawing through 12-1/2 yards of index

cards under vinegar I got down to the subeclassification of "Vinegar P" on through
"Winegar PailsYPans" ,"Perfume" until I came to "Pie" mmbamunder which two books were -

listed entitled "Vinegar Pie"., So without reading further on the cards to see what -
they actually did cover I ordered them out and while waiting at my reading table had
visions of the books choked and Jamed with receipes of vinegar pie from which I would "'
pick out the most likely ones, .

Just as I was starting to recongratulate myself on my deductive and reasoning powers . +° .
and wonder how I could be such a'brain" combined with all my other accomplishments, the . -
first book came and turned out to be a story by an Al Barnes detailing the glories T
and development of the Grand Traverse Region in michigan, its industries, people,
customs, and in one section he had an account of the Timbering and Lumbering Industry -
with an account of the old hardy lumberjacks and what they furnished them to eat in the _
Lwsber Camps, their favorite dessert being vinegar pie (Possibly their favorite because =
they didn't give them any other). He was thoughtful enough to include the reecipe,
follows: (I still can't figure out why he called this literary effort "Vinegar Pie"

as only about half a page was devoted to it. However, I have read other books in which
the title was never mentioned and the subject matter ranged very wide of it).

1-1/4 eups granulated sugar 1/3 cup corn starch
1-1/2 cups boiling water 3 egg yolks
1/3 cup vinegar 1 dash of nutmeg (if you want it)

Stir the ingredients together (except the egg yolks) and cook until elear and
thick. Stir half the mixture into the three beaten egg yolks; then combine
mixture again; place filling pack on wood range for one minute; add a tablespoon .
of butter and pour into a baked shell. If you wish to be faucy, make the usual .
meringue fringe for the top. '

That sounds more like the ones we used to eat, but I imagine ma used flour in place ;"
of the corn starch, because I can't ever remember seeing any corn starch in the old
days (at least I can't remember getting into any, so we must not have had it).

The second book laid on my table turned out to be the masterpiece of all, being the true -:
life story of Nina Belle Suits (Hurst) Nichols, writing at the age of 75 under the pen e
name of “NINABELLE", a teacher who taught 45 years in the public elementary schools of
the USA and who had many other occupations, including being the only woman professional N
baseball umpire in the world. It first went into the early hardships of herself and
family in the old days in Kansas, moving back to Missouri, then to Oklahoma where her
father rode in the dash into the strip and staked out a claim in the Oklahoma Land Rush.
She is slightly wague about the vinegar pie and her recipe is not very detailed, but
it sounds more scanty than the ones we used to have - in fact, it would be more
appropriate to call in vinegar bread pudding. Also, you will probabe remember the
"Sheep Sorrel! eating days but I never heard of it being used in cookery, even in wild
gregﬁs ,talthough it sounds potential. So I will quote her page out of the book dealing
on the two:

Page (3)



I skimmed all the way through her book which was very interesting.

VINEGAR PIE
By NINABELLE

"In those early days when our world was young and life was primitive, we
managed to have bread, meat and potatoes (I suppose she meant taters), but
often there was a lack of sweets which people crave inordinately when denied
them. It was easier to provide meats than sweets. Usually molasses had to
answer and the supply laid in in the autumn was exhausted by spring or before.
Then Mother, undaunted and in a festive mood, would make a vinegar pie, This
she did by breaking bread into bits, soaking it in vinegar, adding a precious
bit of brown sugar, and using it as filling for a pie. We children liked it,
though one can imagine the sogginess of it, especially a day or two after the
baking. To me it was a symbol of the spirit of making something out of nothing
and being festive about it. Along through life I have often exclaimed "Aw, .
vinegar piel" to proclaim my disgust at anything of a fake nature."

SHEEP SORREL PIE
"Later, when we had more sugar, Mother sometimes made sheep sorrel pie from a
cloverleaf like plant which we children gathered wild on the praries (children .
and sorrel both wild) and which we ate raw as well as in pies. When cooked '
it tasted not unlike rhubarb and was not to be scorned at all. However, I
think we gathered it more for the fun of it than for the pie of it.n

If I had plenty of time to make a more detailed search I know I could unearth much
more "¥inegar Pie Lore", but with what I have given you above I am sure you can select
the best portions from each, combined with the ingredients you remember, plus your
initiative and come up with a culinary masterpiece for which even those Texas Ranchers

would give an oil well or a few thousand cattle just to inhale the aroma,

If you two come up with a good one Lil and I will dispense it through that"sure thing - i :

enterprise''we are planning, viz., "THE HOG HOUSE"as vinegar goes well with hog meat
and it is fashionable to eat Hogshead & Pigfeet Vinaigrette,and to top it off with
vinegar pie should he a drawing card.

JOHN

Page (4)



RECAP OF FAMIL MEMBERS REFEREWCEY IO THT a9 =
1958 COLLELTTON OF JOoHD RENDERS0W WPHORMN L
(THIS PAGE 19 ADDE) BY ROGERT PRILLEA UPCNORN //«%n:or
REFENLENCED BN PASGE -

T. GEOAGE W -NEAD OF cLmn | Voo
A SHADMACK U | s

|, GEPRGE W -

o, WYL DM ALFRED U ALF )

A mMARY E. W b 18)3(mD) o 0k

mp () HARVE MILLER d < 1958

&) Mose  MILER 287 *

@) oRVIWE L. MFWEBR | ‘27513”%%_.’_{:
A sonv 4 L LmAyIGSS , :
@ fH so0 d A bmAl 1758

(D) MIRTLE WIULLER -
mn () — - S WERLENGZN)

e " (B) TOANITA SWeARENGEA MD  F. L. HIXCKE? Z,bjﬁ

B) EVERETT SWEAREN 6T | | 2,60 .
(©) LI  SWEARBUVEIN mD - -~ TAR 2,5,10
(D) RALPR S GARENEIN 2, 5 )N, 1}
(E) WILTAM Sw EANENEN ( LAMMOD s ‘) .
F) mnrsl SWENR GNEH) mD C.D.Lommot) 3, 5‘ )z, )3/? &
b GILes BEW U N CR
. i TSARC POATER W\ | B Y
A WIUTANM HARRTson L S YR
/';" JROD“IE MARY U . , v l/b h.j'..‘}f’“":
. BLFREQ  PAL MER U ) A
M. PEANIE LEE W ( momieEn oF L. JOMUE Mo ReHt) ;>' 1,08 i
Ar. TORD NEW 0 ENS 2N W, o
{5 )’hoébfs w , |
|6 IR ACK, TOMKS M (QKA TROMAS SHAD RACK, UQ “shapg’ 2,5 b .
o, TORN RENDERSEN W, I | , /I
A Lewzs NOLART W V . B P
LAh ToYCcE ETNEL W MDD — - ANDAEBWS - LN
&) pLenr AWDREWS mp RATmoND PALLSEW 6
() RVTR Eleap ol ANDREWS MD D.B. MITCHEU b
A BAvEY U 6
b RBsgLem moeses yY .
C. CHATSTO PIRER. coLLMBUS W | 1
A, MAsSonN ) Mp JIANES CARRF CK :
A RANMOND CARRAICK /,2

2. Y0R/RN K. WL



- - JORN HEWDERS0A) WPCNVRCY, I |

—

Cﬁ ollecTror) ©F HMIs 1958 LETTERS) 1739 Lye St.,NW., /@
Washington 6, D. C. JAEC'/

[ROXTE MARD W wIlLcam HARRT9oR) W, "ALFREY RECT |
L 5 2 " . PALmER Dy, Augu.etkz, 1958._ ‘ _,J C ‘J'l/ \1’.},’7#&@
Coar Roxie, Will, Palmer and Pernie: PEXNIE LEE W) [\WoAKINE (& "J—.&i} vh

This is what you might call a NewsLetter pertaining to Cousins, Estate, or other
Kinfolk matters generally, and since I have the same information to impart to all
of you, am sending carbon copies of it to each, eliminating the necessity of writing
the same words four times, thereby saving Iy valuable??7?77277777 time. _ s
ol Qs W4 LFREY 9] [MARY E- @
= “in ny efforts to locate the missing heirs (childre@of the deceased Mury (Upchurch) ﬂ
diller, I had to try other sources than Uncle Alf's living children. So, ths trail A
I let up around Ava and Seymour, Missouri, where Qld John 1 Henderson Upchurch lived (that /A
I am named after, as I recall it being narrated to me). 'jlere, I believe, I struck —
the beat source of information that I could possibly hope )for » as ALf went there first A
, after leaving Kentucky and lived there several years, [SoHn HEWDENSDD W, I —
6{& [TeycE ETHEL —
ﬁo,vp’/f{/) 30, let me introduce to you Cousin Joyce (Upchurch) Andrews, a daughter of John Hendersonrin
W)™ 2@  Upchurch, by the enclosed coples of her 3 letters, in which she gave me the names and —
f"‘{l’}é A\Y addresses (after considerable effort on her part) of all the living children and grand —
N children of Alf's oldest daughter, Mary (Upchurch) ¥iller. This completes location of M+ 1
all the heirs. There has been considerable correspondence beiween Cousin Joyce and I n 0
and when she learned I was planning to stop over in Morrilton, she insisted I could e
stop .pver in Springfield. So, as she has been of such great help in our project, even -
though she does not benefit from it, I figured I would spend at least one day with her —
while I also looked over mome of Uncle Alf's grandchildren in that area. You will note 1
that she has arranged everything for my convenience., You will also note that she -

remembers Porter during one of his sojurns in his younger if not wilder days. Also A
at she is leaving immediately on a trip with one of her daughters to Colorado whers -
she will also try to contact Will, but is coming back in time to meet me. =

here in Washington, who formerly was Postmaster at Seynour, Mo., and who also is the son o ¥

FShAL PORTEBAUL 5 [RamonDd CAARSLK) (0
In the meantime, Raymond Carrick, cousin of Joycﬂ;aho is with the Post 0ffice .E’ep&rt.ment@,fj
of cne of the sisters of John Henderson Upchurchy“got the word about me and called me )

/\,e\l up. We have had several telephone conversations and dinner together once. He has quite A
li}:\‘ \*‘17 & lot of dry humor in him and ir encouraged a little I think would develop into a fairly —
‘{A(’é good "Tall Tale Teller" although not necessarlly the bragging kind. I thought I had -
P him started several times but when thinking about it aftermards believe 1 must have A
% y/Mdiscouraged him by matching the ones he did tell (or trying to). =
U CortsALlom MOSES LA CT) A

~ He told me about his other fameous uncle » Absolum Upchurch, a brother of John Henderson, /44D
who went back and forth to California eight times with nothing but a buckboard and a —
gpan of mules and that he must have driven them back and forth to Kaintuck at least —
twentyfive times; that he always had plenty of money, mostly ln twenty dollar gold pleces, —
and no one could figure out where he kept it or how he carried it arpund without getting —
robbedy but they finally found out that he had it hidden in a false bottowt of his mules' —
grain buckets and fastened at various strategic spots in his mules' harness and besides —

/| all that it was considered very dangerous to even let Uncle Absolum think that you A

d . =
might consider pestering him . CCHRTSTL PHER, £6LomBLs IJ_:J

/ However, he said, that his best liked uncle but probably tle worst, Columbus Upchurch, At A
was fameous for his lies and practical Jokes which were sometimes quite troublesome, —
One time they saw him riding domn the road ®hipping and spurring his horse like the -
sheriff was after him, so they all yelled to him '"Ghats your hurry, stop off a while —

| and tell us & few lies”, He yelled back " I havn't got time, Aunt Dody Just dled amd )

\ I amgoing over and see if I can help out". They all liked Aunt Dody (whoaver she was),

'\\ so they hooked up to the carriage and drove over to see if they could help out also, but

W Send am ety 10 Ton 1994 o b genns (mergan) Bae,
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"etfp". [shADRACK THOMAES UL —
( Since Joyce had told me her Grandfather was T. S. (3hade) Upchurch, I showed him the T +4+A

when they arrived Aunt Dody met them at the door and said "Lands sakes, I was jJust a
wonderin when you all would gat around to coming over, Columbus just rode by but dida't A

—

tintype pictures of the "Shade!" that I have always been told was our great uncle or
great great uncle or cousin or something else. He ssid as near as he could remember
him or any other pioctures he had secen of him that looked like him, When I told him
the story about that "Shade" when he was talking to some girls and the amall koys
run up and sald "Shade the bees are stinging your horse to death down by the hitch
rack", and his reply was "Just let them sting, I can't be bothered while I am talking
to the pretty girls®, He sald from what he could remember about his Grandpap Shade
that sounded like him all right, except for letting the bees sting the hoss to desth,
for Grandpap was very particular about letting anybody handle his hosszes and he figgered o
if a bee pestered one of them it wouldn't stand no more chance of livin than a hoss fly. -
He said Qrandpap used to have some pure Hamlltonian trotters and that he gave hls mother 1

01 pS o

the picturs to Joyce and told her of the bee incident, she insists it nust be a picture q
of her Grandfather.

CRAMND CMRT/C@. -
During his quissing me about our side of the family he asked if any of them had a D

t black mars once that could show her heels to anything in the country. When I described —

tendency to believe in signs, tokens and otiler mysterious indicationa. I told him

we did and I remembered many of the old folks having visions, dreams and tokens which
they would interpret and foracast happenings and events which as a general rule oame
true, and that we always planted our taters on Good Friday, and never killed hogs or
any other kind of meat unless it was in the right time of the moon and that when I
was young I tried to get them to do some planting and meat killing at other times just
to see whether it was so or not but was never succeasful, He said it was just as well
that we didn’t waste the time because they always did their planting and killing when
the moon was Just exactly right, while neighbors who didn't understand their signs
would plant and kill hit or miss, and that his folke! taters and truck was always :
bigger and better and their meat never shrunk up tut remained firm and never spolled,

v b o

He sald Joyce used to be a school teacher and that he was also connected with the A4
school system down there befors he was appointed Postmaster. lie also said that I -
couldn't have contacted a better person that Joyce to help me in obtaining the inform- =
ation I wanted, or any other kind of informatien, although there were a few down around —h{ -

there who could give her pretty close competition. 1
S0, as a result of Joyce's efforts, enclosed 1z copy of a letter from kose killer of P ¥R -
Springfield, a grandson of Alf, indicating his support in owr venture. . R ’

Next, coples of two letters from Orville L. Miller of Kansas City, another grandson of 1

Alf, expressing his confidence and trust in me with slight reservations. el

Also copy of letter from Mrs. F. L. (Juanita) Hickey of Kansas City, Kansas, a great WA+ 1T

granddaughter of Alf, who saya yes. o0

Copy of letter Irom Yrs, Li.lly Tate, R # 5, Springfield, another great granddaughter O

saylng yes, =

Copy of jJoint letter from Ralph and William Swearengin, Willard, Ho., and Everett m434+ 1
)

Sweareongin of Springfield, all great grandsons of Alf, giving the go ahead,

<
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Last, but by no means least, coples of two letters from Mrs. Mary Lemmon, Wichita,
Kansas, another great granddaughter of Alf. It ls a little difficult to interpret,
‘but by invoking the abilities to read signs and interpret the mystic handed down to
me by our ancestors I hope to be able to sift it properly and swing her over to our
side, Her first letter was definitely written by her but the second was written by
someone 6lse as the writing is distinetly different, although she might have dictated
it. You will note that she has run acoross some of Joyce's relatives there. I don't AT}
think it can be explained to her by letter as it would probably be prolonged iato an — :
endless correspondence., I will call her up while in Kansas City or Denver as I think —

I can do more by talking to her, especially after I conflrm the fact to her of how -
ancient and feeble I am which she has slready divined, although I don't know from what -
signs or token., If my time would permit I would definitely drop by and see her and —
eat that meal she wants to fix me like her Grandmother used to fix for her. In the -
meantime if any of the rest of you should get ths chanas be sure and drop in am see —
"her for I am sure she wood aook one up for you also, That sounds like chicken and -

dumplins to me, the hound's ear type at that. —_—

DB IDS

Jouu
| &[@m\) HEwpERsOV W, &

.
P 1

Lgmransgom) LOMMOY

Enclosures.

PACGE 3



CoOPY | @

Seymour, Misaocuri
RFD
May 3, 1958

Dear Sir:

1 received yeur letter cencerning information about descendants of Mra.
Mary Upchurch Miller. I have beon teld ons er mere of her children are living A
in Springfield, Mo, I have contacted a relative of Harvey Miller who perhaps A
knows the names and whersabouts of scme of them and I am walting for an anawer.
As soon as I get this infermatien 1 will write yeu.

I an net a descendant of Alfred Upchurch but my father, John Hendersen a+a
‘Upchurch was a cousin te him.
b, [3oH0 REwDERSIV, I}
I will write again when I get this information.
Yours Truly

Mra. Joyce Andrews A

for Boaf

copd f*
WWCU\)&W
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Dear "Qousin®

&

Seymour, MNo.,
R # 2, Box 63
day 6, 1958

[mard & )

I am enclosing names of Mary "Upchurch” Miller's heirs. Lkary had 1 girl and 4 sons. A
The girl and 2 sons have passed away. The girl's name was Hyrtle and she left 6 0
children. These are her heirs. She married a "Swearengin", If there is any question —
or explanation I'1l be glad to help or call them, Mose called me, also wrote,

Henderson Upchurch. My Grandfather was Shade or T. S. Upchurch,

LSiDRACK THomas Ul

A
I want $o hear from you and know you are my father's relative. His name was John %
2

I can remember Alfred and would uke‘to know if any

of his children are living. Think

Alfred had a brother in North Missouri "Cameron® named Giles. :

.f.
Ly [ eTLes pery U —

Lot ms hear about their estate and glad to help out. -

Sinserely

P. 8. How did you find me?

TR R S S wh ok Sm Mn G AR Gn R W e @ Ge W SH ae e e em e

(signed!) lira. Joyce "Upchurch™ Andrews A

= A Se MR m W wn W Av Cw Mm G e P b @ W @ e W

"ENCLOSURE TO ABOVE LETTFR"

Namea, relationship and addresses of Mary (Upchurch) B A

Miller's heirst
Mose Miller . Son
L. =
Orville/‘ Miller Son

ﬂEwmxao Fa Lo ¥ ekEL]
Juanita Hickey Grand Maughter
. b, [vEe JUANITA S Wi g0 R
Everett Swearengin Grand son

Krs. Lilly Tate Orand daughter

Ralph Swearengin Grand son

William Swearsngin Grand son
72 L marrred z. D. Lommon
¥rs, lary Lammon Grand daughter

L [nee maAR  swenapwers)

62, test Webster St,,Springfield,Mo. A
515 Admiral Boulevard,Kansas City,Yo. A
1309 Pan::ylvania St., Kansas City,lo.—
1211 South 40th St.,Kansas City,Kansas A

1104-1/2 E. Central, Springfield,ic. R

Springfield, Mo.,R # 5 R
Willard, Mo., R # 1 0
Willard, nOQ, R # l m

1920 West 25th St.,N.,Wichita,Kansas A
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Seymour, Ho.,
R # 2, Box 63
July 27, 1958

Dear Cousin: ' [TSAAC PoaTER L)

Thanks for the nice letter, I kept thinking maybe you ware Portert's brother., He
visited us about 3 or 4 years before I was married.

Yes, my cousin on my Mother's side called Bill Upchurch in Denver for me, but she
couldn't remember about his family. She also lives in Denver, I knew he was down
at Barney's. [oLER ANDREWS) MARATED LsEn)
by [ OAMWET] i oL ‘ w ~— > [RAfmonDp PAVLS
I'11 be happy to meet you in|Springfield, September 4th., You call Ray Paulsen,
Un-2-9928 and I'1ll be there, end Olga (my daughter) will come after you, If you
: can't get her call (Hobert) or L. H. Upchurch_and they'll help you find Olga. Bubt . -

— -we'll be expecting you. Sorry you can't stsy Jlonger. .

_ Lewrs HoaneT W
7+ 10 Please tell Susie and Kose I remember them, but had forgotten the others.

D)ol Dy ]b[ﬂk————;__

B
+
no

3 It is nice you and Raymond have mst.

I visitaed soms cousins in Oklahoma years age and his name was Jody Upchurch, I wonder
where he came in?

Alfred Upchurch and one of oy Mother's brothers married sisters.

My daughter and family are coming from I1linois this weck a.d we are going to Colorado.
I will try and get a chance to call your orother while in Denver. ~

Yes, I can remambei' my Grandfather "Shade", mostly about riding on his back, Could you
bring the "tintype" of my Grandfather with you? -

Hope you can read this as I am trying to get all my letters written before we leave.
CRuTH ELERNOR AVDREES

I have two daughters living m"Springﬁeld, Mrs. B. D. Mitchell or (Ruth Eleanor),
phone Un-6-8208, but try Olga first.

Hope you have a nice and successful trip.
 (signed) Your Cousin Joyce

(P1Dy; ya>) J1vD ) 1By ) sl

P. S. I have rushed so getting this written I may have left out part of it. Olga's
address is Mrs, Ray Paulsen, 1145 South Fremont St., Springfield, Un-2-9928.
n+AHA You and Olga will have something in common - tRed Hair%, My other danghter(—)

1s a widow and works ss a secretary. CRoTH ELEANOL AL IREWSEL

We'll be home last week of August, so if you should change your plans you write
me at Seymour. I'1l be at Olga's but want you to meet my other daughter also,
and, also my brother Hobert. :
Mose Miller has a phone and I have talked with them — So Long
Joyce
¢
W %—ﬂ’l 7{ I'
hagor 2500 oy psson

#,JJ>|D|‘DD[H




COPY
Moy 21, 1958

Mr, John Uchh
Dear Cousin

We discussed your plan and we are willing for you to take the matter in your
judgement as to what dispesition to. make for the advantage of all concerned

Sincerely, your Cousin
) (Signed) Hose Miller

624 W, Tiebster
Springfleld, lo.

P. S. Stop and see me if you can -
' AM‘W

o

MMW

o~
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May 21, 1958

Dear Johni .
Am writing in regard to the estate of my Mother Mary (Upchurch) ¥iller. As I under-
stand it my Brother Mose, my Sister Myrtle and I will receive our iother's share 949
1/8th of 1/6th of 100 acres of land to be divided by us three each getting 1/3rd

of 1/8th of 1/6th of ene hundred acres, leat me know if this is correct. Also
any further details you can furnish,

Hoping this finds you feeling wall and waiting to hear from you
I remain

Very truly yours
(signed) Orville L, Miller A

1309 Pennslyvania St.,
Kansas City, i,

@ Em Y oam ST SR O EL Sy S Gm YR Gh Gn TR em A % GP SR M G P WP GE S WP GE S Gm Gl b G e ww e WS e - ean e e» o

kay 27, 1953

Dear Cousin John

After reading your letter, have declided to leave the disposal of my share of the
estate up to you, with the understanding that you will fumish any information
concerning this matter that I may request in the future,

Hope this letter finds you well, and that we can get together when you come to K.C.
Yours truly
o (Signed) Orville L, Miller a

1309 Pennsylvania St.,
Kansas City, Mo,

P.S.
Send all mail concerning this matter to the above address,.

Cagurth
e
/M/@M
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Kansas City, Kansas
May 31, 1?58

Dear Mr. Upchurch

I rdceived papers concerning the estate of my Great Grandfather Alfred Upchurch, 0
Of course, I kiiew nothing about the estate, but after reading it over carefully

and realizing that I could do nothing by myself I concluded ths wise thing to do

is to turn ths matter over to you for settlement.

You have the addresses of my famlly correct. The address of Orville Miller is D
515 Admiral Boulevard, Kansas City, Mo., a boarding house which is managed dy -
Mrs. F. L. Hickey, ' . ]

fie have had sickness in the family is the reason that I have not answered sooner,
I will have to leave the pa

rt of ny sisters and brothers in Springfield, 0., and

mlard, Mo., to lir, Moss Miller, S
' Yours truly
(signed) lirs. F. L. Hickey (NEE TopwITh - A
1211 South 40th St., Swo E&ﬂs«)&jﬂ)

Kansaa Gity, Kansas

Copid ot bep fesa T



COPY
Springfield, Mo.

R # 5, Box 352
June 7, 1958

Nr, John Upchurch
Washington, D. C.

Dear Cousin:
I am willing to let you take the matter concerning the property into your hands

using your judgement as to what disposition o maks for the advantage of all
concerned,

- Sincersly, your Gousin
(Signed) krs, Lilly Tate [PEE LI

Route # 5, Box 352
Springfield, ko,

SwEAREN &FW 3



cCoPY
ﬁillard, Mo.
June 7, 1958

lr. John Upchurch
Wash., b. Co-

Dear Cousins

I received your letter concerning the propsrty. I discussed your plens with ny
tvo brothers, William and Everett, and we are willing to let you take the matter
iato your hands using your judgement as to what disposition to make for the

advantage of all concerned,

This is all the paper we had at the time we could all sign it at once, So please
excuse 1it, : :

Our addresses are:
Ralph Bwearengin, R # 1, Willard, Mo.

William Swearengin, R # 1, Willard, Mo.
Everett Swearangin, 1104-1/2 E. Central, Springfield, lo.

Sincerely, your Cousins

t Everett Swearsngin

Krprdn

O ER 1 Wl o gor ;t“fﬂ y
Ba L
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1920 West 25th St., @
June 14 1958 Wichita, Kansas

Dear Cousin John:

‘Received your letter. Sure glad to hear from you. I didn't sign any papers. I didn‘'t

know any thing about this until I received a letter from you. I am not going to sign
any papers until I find out more about this. Where is this property located? What
town is it in? At how much is it worth an acre?

My sister Juanita Hickey lives in Kansas City, Kansas. Her address is 1211 South 40th.
I don't know where Orville is, He is suppdsed to bs in Kansas City, Kansas some place.

Myrtls Miller was my mother, She is dead. Left 6 children, 3 boys and 3 girls. Mary

(Upchurch) Miller was my Grandmother. She was a wonderful Grandmother, I loved her.
. I always wanted to meat some of her parents. Didn't have the chance. I never have met

any of the Upchurch family, but it has always been sy great desire ever since I was a
child but never got to or mever knew if any of thom wereeven living.

I sure would like to meet you. Why don't you come and see me. I would love for you
to come and stay with me if you could and stay just as long as you wish. e could
talk about all of them. I would love to have a picture of my Great Orandfather Alfred
Upchurch and Great Grandmother. I am sending you a picture of nyself. See 1f I look
like any of the Upchurch family. Hope I do, my father always sald 1 did, said I looked
Just like my Grandmother Mary (Upchurch) killer. I know I look like her, but I wonder

if I look like any of the rest of them.

Oh¢ yes, I found an Upchurch in the phone book here in Wichita. I had them coms out and
they are related to me. They are my cousins and yours too I guess,

I had a nervous break down but am much better now. I have always wanted to meet the
Upchurchs all of my life since I was a child, It makes me nervous every time”I think
about not getting to meet any of them bacause it has always been my great desire. Why
don't you coms to see me? I think it would make me feel better now,

I was so thrilled to hear from you. I have always respacted that name of Upchurch.

1 guess you think this sounds silly, but I feel real close to you since I have found
you. You sald you were going to Kansas City in August. 1 just live two hundred miles
from Kansas City, Kansas. You could take a train from there and call me. I would
meet you at the train, iy telephone number is TE 8-1378, I would know you. You
could stand in front of the eating stand in the Depot. That is the way I would know
you., If you'can't comé and see ms, call me long distance some time. You don't know
how much better I would feel. We are listed as C. D. Loomon in the telephone book

in case you would misplace my telephone number,

I would be s0 glad to meet you. You will have to excuse my writing., I would love to
prepare you a big meal just like my Grandmother Xary (Upchurch) Killer used to fix me.
Mary Upchurch was her name before she married a killer, Harve Miller. Her dad was

Alfred Upchurch.

I had you a letter typed and tore it up. Thought I would write you one myself. Hope
you ean read this and also hope I hear from you before long. dJust breaks my heart to
think I haven't known about you years ago. I just want to ory every time I think about
you of all of these years and just now finding you. .

I am sending you a picture of myself. Well, if you go through Kansas City, Kansas, my
sister Juanita Hickey kikmmx lives at 1211 So. 40th., so you won't have trouble finding

her.

PAGE COPFED Pk maR] CswerREAGF) Lommon
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1 didn't like Marve Killer. He is dead now., He was mean to me when I was small, but

my Grandmother married him. Mary (Upchurch) Miller was a wonderful lady. Every one . A
loved her. 8She did all she could after my mother died, then she died shortly after B+ A
about 5 years. I think she worked too hard and Harve was so lazy I didn't ever respect A4

Well I guess you think I have written you a book. I would ratter talk to you, so I | —
guess X will close. ' . -

Hoping to hear from you soon . L
Love -

(8igned) Mary Lommon

PAGE (6FLED FaIC Vwﬁ?f\/ 659’5"‘*’4'5”&%0) LD{PMMU
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Wichita, Kansas
July 18, 1958

Dear Gousin John:

I wrote you & letter with my pilcture in it asking you about the property that we
are heirs to, where it was located and what town it was 1n,

Did you get oy letter? I sure hope you did, but I guess you are rather getting
pretty well up in sge. Maybe you didn't feel like writing.

1 gave you my sister's address in Kansas City, Kansas, but I will give it to you
again. Her address is 1211 South AOth 8t., Kansas City, Kansas, lrs. Juanita Hickey.

When you take your trip in August I wish you would come through Wichita if you can.
I would love for you to meet some Upchurchs here I found in the phone book. They
are very lovely people and they are related to Joycs. (Upehurch) Andrews, the one who
gave you our names,: If you don't get to come by here and happen to stop in Springfield,
¥o., Joyce (Upchurch) Andrews! brother L. H, Upchurch lives at 1818 South Fort St.,
Springfield, Mo. He said he would love to meet you. . .

T also have a sister in Springfield, Missouri and two brothers, Ralph Swearengin, but
he lives out in the country. I will give you his phone number. He would be glad to
pick you up and take you out to his house. His phone number is Sherwood 2-2205,

4+ D
+ +
A AL ENEE

If you don't get to come by here I wish you would please write., I wish you would
coms by if you can. I know you are geiting up in age, and I guess it mak®s it hard
on you to try and go all the places, but if you feel 1like it I wish you would please
answer this letter I will close with love and hoping to hear from you soon.

= Sincerely

—

A (Signed) Mary Lammon [AEE MARY S WEAR EWEFON
= 1920 West 25th Street, North
- Viichita, Kansas

o pce | COPIED Fotl mAly /S0 4, S EFR) LOWAOA



L7 . 1739 Eye Sto, N'o W., @

: Washington 6, D. C.
A +A Dear Roxie & Pernie: March 29, 1962

I imagine by this time you two have gotten in so much conversation that possibly you
are repeating yourselves while trying to think of something new to tell — so, I
thought I would try and break in on it to give you a rest by assigning you a small
project.

You will probably both remember that the last time I wmaw you I asked if you remembered
how to make one of those vwinegar pies Ma used to make, and you both had forgotten the
recépe. The other day I was strolling along the street near the Library of Congress
and happened to look in the window of a Bakery Shop at the display of breads, pies,
cakes and other knick nacks and I naturally thought of it again. I went directly
across the street and into the Library and consulted the index on cook books and had
them pull out the ones I thought sounded like they covered the widest range of goodies.
Below are my findings: '

, VINEGAR PIE
' (This recipe (with a few changes) goes back to Colonial Days (By Eleanor Early)
A Random House Publication (I think Beunet Cerf must have given it to her).

4 egg yolks 1 Pinch salt

2 egg whites 1 cup sour cream

1 cup sugar 3 tablespoons melted butter

1/4 cup flour 3 tablespoons cider vinegar

1/2 teaspoon nutmeg 1 cup nutmeats (walnuts or pecans)
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon . ' (or méxed)

1/2 teaspoon allspice 1 cup seedless raisins

1/2 teaspoou cloves 9-inch pie crust .

1st step — Beat egg yolks

2nd step - Beat 2 egg whites until stiff. Fold sugar into stiffly beaten
whites and mix with yolks

3rd step — Sift flour with spices. Add alternately with cream to first
mixture. Combine butter and vinegar. Fold in nuts and raisins.,

4th step — Pour into 9~inch half baked pie shell which has been in 450 degrees
oven 10 minutes. Bake in 400 degree oven 5 minutes. Reduce heat
to 350 degrees. Bake until filling begins to get firm about 15
minutes. "

5th step — Remove from oven. Cool and top with whipped cream, This is a
trempling sort of pie and the filling should waiver a bit.

So much for that one — very faney, I almost quit writing it down in the middle. It
don't sound like it to me. Too much spices, nuts and raisins and not enough vinegar,
so says my experience as a Chef. Why didn't they call it a raisin, nut and spice pie
and be done with it? If thats a vinegar pie that goes back to Colonial Days it needs
an old fashioned American Rewolution to take it out from under the "Colonial Yoke" or
"Wolk" (HOWS THAE FOR WIT?) If I had an audience I'd expect laughter and applause.
However, don!t let my absence restrain you.

So many of the recipes were accompanied by history, rhetoric, literary efforts includ-
ing romance that, naturally, I have to add some of my own, to which I hope you don't
object. If so, skip mine, and concentrate on the recipes.



Here is another with a little more vinegar but still too much spice and raisins (The
lasses sound like it would fit in)j looks like an egg or so might help out also:

VINEGAR PIE

From the book entitled "Secrets of New England Cooking" by Ella Shannon Bowles
and Dorothy S. Towle:

1/2 cup water 1 cup raisins 1/4 teaspoon cloves
3 common crackers 1/2 cup vinegar

1/2 cup moliases - 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

1/2 cup sugar 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg

Pour the water ower the rolled crackers, add the remaining ingredients, mix well,
and bake in two crusts. Put in hot oven 450 degrees E for 10 minutes, then reduce
to 350 degrees and bake forty minutes more,

In this same book there was a recipe for a vinegar cake. I don't see any harm in
having cake with pie so will send it along also:

VINEGAR CAKE
3/4 pound of flour 1 small tablespoon mExed spices
3/4 cup butter 1/2 pound mixed candied fruits
2 tablespoons vinegar 1 cup milk
3/4 cup brown sugar 1 teaspoon bicarbonate soda

Rub the butter into the flour and add the sugar and fruit and Mbxed spices, Put
the vinegar into the milk and add the soda, beat to a froth and wix with the dry
ingredients. Beat well, Put into a well greased cake pan and bake in a-moderate
oven 350 degrees F. for 1-1/2 hours.

That might make a fairly good cake, but my first reaction as a Chef asks "{fhere are
the eggs? Also it seems light on vinegar to be called that.

Hold on to your hats — here comes one from Texas including the rhetoric, set forth
in "Good Home Cooking Across the U.S.A." by Nell B. Nichols:

VINEGAR PIE

"JFinegar Pie rates as a Ranch Treat. A generation ago winegar pie was sgnonymous
with dessert perfection on ranches of West Temas., The taste for it has not
entirely disappeared even though apples now commonly are available even in
remote spots. Many cattlemen have described it to me as one of their favorite
foods. All of them stressed how the faint but wonderful aroma of apples from
the cider vinegar f£ills the ranch house while the bie bakes:

2 egg yolks 1/4 cup flour
2 cups water 1-1/2 cups sugar
1/2 cup cider vinegar 1/2 teaspoon lemon extract

1 tablespoon butter

Line an 8-inch pan with pastry. Combine the egg yolks, water, winegar, and
melted putter. Mix flour & sugar and stir them into the winegar mixture. Add
lemon extract and pour into the pastry-lined pan. Bake in a hot oven 450 degrees
10 minutes, then reduce the heat to moderate 350 degrees, and bake 20 to 30

‘minutes longer. GCool,

Hurrah for Texas - that sounds more like it, but again calling on my Chef's intuition
Page (2)
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I ask why spoil the taste with lemon extract when its vinegar we're after. Maybe it

was the alcohol in that lemon extract that caused the aroma the ranchers liked to
‘sniff.

By this time I was becoming a little bored with fanning through cookbooks and my brain
machinery was grinding out other messages which said "Afterall, you are in the Library
of Congress, the greatest library in the World, which has a copy of everything printed
in the U.S.A., and other countries obtainable, which are listed and cross-indexed by
author, subjects and sub-subjects, so why not look under vinegar in the master .index, -
the main ingredient you are after?" So after pawing through 12-1/2 yards of index
cards under vinegar I got down to the subelassification of "Vinegar P" on through
"Winegar PailsyPans" ,"Perfume" until I came to "Pie" mmbommunder which two books were
listed entitled "Vinegar Pie", So without reading further on the cards to see what
they actually did cover I ordered them out and while waiting at my reading table had
visions of the books choked and jamed with receipes of vinegar pie from which I would
pick out the most likely ones,

Just as I was starting to recongratulate myself on my deductive and reasoning powers
and wonder how I could be such abrain" combined with all my other accomplishments, the
first book came and turned out to be a story by an Al Barnes detailing the glories

and development of the Grand Traverse Region in michigan, its industries, people,
customs, and in one section he had an account of the Timbering and Lumbering Industry
with an account of the old hardy lumberjacks and what they furnished them to eat in the
Luuber Camps, their favorite dessert being vinegar pie (Possibly their favorite because
they didn't give them any other). He was thoughtful eunough to include the recipe, as
follows: (I still can't figure out why he called this literary effort "Vinegar Pie

as only about half a page was devoted to it. However, I have read other books in which
the title was never mentioned and the subject matter ranged very wide of it).

~

1-1/4 eups granulated sugar 1/3 cup corn starch
1-1/2 cups boiling water 3 egg yolks
1/3 cup winegar 1 dash of nutmeg (if you want it)

Stir the ingredients together (except the egg yolks) and cook until elear and
thick. Stir half the mixture into the three beaten egg yolks; then combine
mixture againj place filling back on wood range for one minute; add a tablespoon
of butter and pour into a baked shell. If you wish to be faucy, make the usual

meringue fringe for the top.

That sounds more like the ones we used to eat, but I imagine ia used flour in place
of the corn starch, because I can't ever remember seeing any corn starch in the old
days (at least I can't remember getting into any, so we must not have had it).

The second book laid on my table turned out to be the masterpiece of all, being the true
life story of Nina Belle Suits (Hurst) Nichols, writing at the age of 75 under the pen
name of "NINABELLE", a teacher who taught 45 years in the public elementary schools of
the USA and who had many other occupations, including being the only woman professional
baseball umpire in the world. It first went into the early hardships of herself and
family in the old days in Kansas, moving back to Missouri, then to Oklahoma where her
father rode in the dash into the strip and staked out a claim in the Oklahoma Land Rush.
She is slightly vague about the vinegar pie and her recipe is not very detailed, but
it sounds more scanty than the ones we used to have - in fact, it would be more
appropriate to call in vinegar bread pudding. Also, you will probably remember the
nSheep Sorrel" eating days but I never heard of it being used in cookery, even in wild
gregﬁs ,ta.lthough it sounds potential. So I will quote her page out of the book dealing
on the two:

Page (3)



VINEGAR PIE
By NINABELLE

"In those early days when our world was young and life was primitive, we
managed to have bread, meat and potatoes (I suppose she meant taters), but
often there was a lack of sweets which people crave inordinately when denied
them. It was easier to provide meats than sweets. Usually molasses had to
answer and the supply laid in in the autumn was exhausted by spring or before.,
Then Mother, undaunted and in a festive mood, would make a vinegar pie, This
she did by breaking bread into bits, soaking it in vinegar, adding a precious
bit of brown sugar, and using it as filling for a pie. We children liked it,
though one can imagine the sogginess of it, especially a day or two after the
baking., To me it was a symbol of the spirit of making something out of nothing
and being festive about it. Along through life I have often exclaimed "Aw,
vinegar pie§" to proclaim my disgust at anything of a fake nature,"

SHEEP SORREL PIE
"Later, when we had more sugar, Mother sometimes made sheep sorrel pie from a
cloverleaf like plant which we children gathered wild on the praries (children
and sorrel both wild) and which we ate raw as well as in pies. When cooked
it tasted not unlike rhubarb and was not to be scorned at all. However, I
think we gathered it more for the fun of it than for the pie of it.n

I skimmed all the way through her book which was wery interesting.

If I had plenty of time to make a more detailed search I know I could unearth much
more "¥inegar Pie Lore", but with what I have given you above I am sure you can select
the best portions from each, combined with the ingredients you remember, plus your
initiative and come up with a culinary masterpiece for which even those Texas Ranchers
would give an oil well or a few thousand cattle just to inhale the aroma,

If you two come up with a good one Lil and I will dispense it through that"sure thing
enterprise"we are planning, vis,, "THE HOG HOUSE"as vinegar goes well with hog meat
and it is fashionable to eat Hogshead & Pigfeet Vinaigrette,and to top it off with
vinegar pie should be a drawing card.

JOHN

Page (4)
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